'T. H YN EE 
wv. 0 R K "Bi 
0 
. 
} JAMES: HERVEY, A. M. 
— TIL&: Wertpeaiin 


obo 5 


= 1 v * * M. 


& E e 


N * H „ nhe-- 2 
"ket: or A.. L E T. FE R 8. 


Several TRACTS. a are ANNEXRD. 


4 ** » 4 


uu ue the et. EM 
| Fo me te ive is Cri, Sen wot. Nu. 


1 DN A U f e 


Ped 'by Jon R 1 p, in Bailie Fyfe's Cloſe. 
For W. DARLIN C, Head of Skinners Cloſe, 


*—v5vb.—— 
Dee 


= 
— 


3 , | ; 


Mz JAMES HERVEY, 
CONTINUED... 

L E T T ER MV. 
Dear Sir, Meſton-Favell, 1747. 
REH delivered your meſſage. Upon 
1 2 repeated perufal of your rules and or- 
ders, I find nothing to add, nor any thing 

to alter. I think it is a a 
ſcheme, and ſeems very likely (4 0s) to be Pro- 
ductive of conſiderable good. 

When the diſciples were together, after their 
Maſter's reſurrection, they had the honour, the 
comfort, and advantage of his divine preſence. 
And why may not we, when aſſociated on ſuch 
2 plan, and converſing with ſuch views, reaſon- 
ably hope for the ſame bleſſing ? 

I ſhall return all your books by the firſt op. 
portunity ; only the firſt volume of the Hitory 


be Bible, , beg to keep a little longer. The Bible, ® 
A 2 1 
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I intend, for the future, to make the 2 
object of my ſtudy. That beautiful and import- 
ant exhortation ſhall be my ruling directory, 


o hoy © Tv Xptoy evans] 89 vir ννEEec s 


erhaps, Dr V- will be fo obliging as to 

anſwer my letter. And if. fo, I think, it will be 

proper to defer writing to Mr R—1, and ſending 

the draught, till I hear the doQtor's ſentiments. 

I beg of you to accept the cordial compli- 

ments, as you have always the beſt wiſhes, and 
frequently the earneſt prayers of, | ve Ts 
| Dear Sir, yours, &c. 


un. 


Dear Sir, MWeſlon-Favell, Dec. 12. 1747. 
HIS, I hope, will find you perfectly reco- 
vered from your indifpofition, and tho- 
roughly reconciled to God's holy will. Af- 
fllictions, when ſanctified, are real bleſſings; they 
work humility, and wean from the world; they 
teach us to pour out, not our words only, but 
our very ſouls, before God in prayer; and create 
an ardent defire after that inheritance in heaven, 
which is incorruptible and immortal ; after thoſe 
manſions of peace, where ſorrow and ſighing 
flee away. May this be the effe of that aw- 
ful ſtroke, which has made fo deplorable a breach 
on my friend's domeſtic comfort! H 
Next week Abernethy will return to your ſtudy; 
and I only wiſh, that he might bring with him 
a little more of the everlaſting and glorious, go- 
ſpel. With my compliments to Mrs *, 
| I am, Cc. 
LE T- 
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Dear Sir,  MWeſton, Dec. 17. 1747. 
Truly commiſerate your variegated calamity 
and heartily, wiſh I could ſuggeſt any thing, 

which might be the means of adminiſtering ſome 

eaſe to your afflicted mind, and of aſſiſting you 
to reap ample benefit from your diſtreſſed ſitua- 
tion. | , | 

Lou well know, that all afflictions of what 

kind ſoever, proceed from God. I form the light, 

and create darkneſs; I make peace, and create 

evil: I the Lord do all theſe things. {1/azah xlv. 

7.) They ſpring not from the duſt; are not the 

effects of a random chance, but the appointment 

of an all-wiſe, all- foreſeeing God, who-intends 

them all for the good of his creatures.—This, I 

think, is the fundamental argument for reſigna- 

tion, and the grand ſource of comfort. This 
ſhould be our ,firſt reflection, and our ſovereign 
ſupport, —He that gave me my being, and gave 
his own Son for my redemption, he has aſſigned 


me this ſuffering. — What he ordains who is 


boundleſs love, muſt be good: what he ordains 


who is unerring wiſdom, muſt be proper. 
This reconciled Eli to the ſevereſt doom that 


ever was denounced. It is the Lord; and though 
grievous to human nature, much more grievous 


to parental affection, yet it is unqueſtionably the 


beſt; therefore I humbly acquieſce, I kiſs the 
awful decree, and ſay from my very ſoul, Let 
him do what ſeemeth him good. (1 Sam. iii. 18.) 

This calmed the ſorrows. of Fob, under all his 


unparallelled diſtreſſes; The Lord gave my afflu- 


K Gee 
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ence and proſperity; the Lord has taken all a- 
way: rapacious hands and warring elements 
were only his inſtruments ; therefore I ſubmit, I 


| adore, I bleſs his holy name. 


This conſolation fortified the man Chriſt Jeſus, 
at the approach of his inconceivably-bitter ago- 
nies; The cup, which, not my implacable ene- 
mies, but my Tather, by their adminiſtration, 
has given me, ſhall I not drink it lt is your 
Father, dear Sir, your heayenly Father, wha 
loves you with an everlaſting love, that has 
mingled ſome gall with your 8 in life.— 
Senſible of the beneficent hand, from which the 
viſitation comes, may you always bow your head 
in patient ſubmiſſion ; and acknowledge with the 
excellent, but afflicted monarch Hezetiab, Good 
is the word of the Lord concerning me, 2 Kings 
XX. 19. 

All afflictions are deſigned for bleflings to 
do us good at the latter end, however they may 
croſs our defires, or diſquiet our minds at pre- 
ſent.— Happy (ſays the Spirit of inſpiration, and 
not wretched) is the man whom God correQeth, 
(Fob v. 17.); and for this reaſon, becauſe his 
merciful chaſtenings, though not joyous but 
grievous, yield the peaceable fruit of righteouſ- 
neſs unto them that are exerciſed thereby. (Heb. 
xii. 11.) God's ways are not as our ways. The 
children whom we love, we are apt to treat with 
all the ſoft blandiſhments, and fond careſſes of 
profuſe indulgence; and too, too often cocker 
them to their hurt, if not to their ruin. But 
the Father of ſpirits is wiſe in his love, and out 
of kindneſs ſevere. Therefore it is ſaid, Whom 

3 * 5 
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he loyeth, he chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every fog 
whom he receiveth. (Heb. xii. 6.) Would you 
not, dear Sir, be a child of that everlaſting Fa- 
ther, whoſe favour is better than life? Afflicti 
is one- fign of -your adoption to this ineſtimable 
relation. Would you not be an “ heir of the 
inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away ?'—Afflition is your path to 
this bliſsful patrimony. Through much tribu- 
lation we muſt enter into the kingdom of heaven, 
Ads xiv. 22, Would you not be made like your 
ever-blefſed and amiable Redeemer? He was a 
man of forrows, and acquainted with grief ; 
Fi every diſciple muſt expect to be as his ma- 
br. 6 Wo os Viet 

Perhaps, you may think your affliction pecu- 
liary calamitous ; and that if it had been of ſome 
other kind, you could more chearfully ſubmit, 
more eaſily bear it. But you are in the hands of 
an all-wiſe Phyſician, who joins to the bowels of 
infinite love, the diſcerament of infinite wiſdom. 
He cannot miſtake your caſe. He. ſees into the 
remoteſt events; and though he yaries his reme- 
dies, always preſcribes with the exacteſt proprie 
to every ones particular ſtate. Aſſure ont 
therefore, the viſitation which he appoints, is the 
very propereſt recipe in the diſpenſatory of hea- 
ven, Any other would have been leſs fit to con- 


1 ſaving health to your immortal part, and 
leſs 


ſubſer vient to your enjoyment of the tem- 
8050 bleſſings, which may, perhaps, be yet in 


ore for you. 


© Should you inquire what benefits accrue from 
afflictians —Many and precious. They tend to 


A 4 wean 
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wean us from the world. When our paths are 
ſtrewed with rofes, when nothing but muſic 
and odours float around, how apt are we to be 
enamoured with our preſent condition, and for- 
get the crown of glory, forget Jeſus and ever- 
hfting ages But affliction, with a faithful tho 
harſh voice, rouſes us from the ſweet deluſion. 
—Affliction warns our hearts to rife and depart 
from theſe inferior delights, becauſe here is not 
our reſt, True and laſting joys are not here to 
be found. The ſweeping tempeſt and the beat- 
ing ſurge, teach the mariner io prize the haven, 
where undiſturbed repoſe waits his arrival. In 
like manner diſappointments, vexations, anxie- 
ties, croſſes, teach us to long for thoſe happy 
manſions, where all tears will -be wiped away 
from the eyes, (Rev. xxi. 4.) ; all anguiſh baniſh, 
ed from the mind; and nothing, nothing ſubſiſt, 
but the fulneſs of joy, and pleaſures Br ever- 

Afflictions tend to bring us to Chriſt. —Chriſt 
has' unſpeakable and everlaſting bleflings to be- 
ſtow ;—ſuch as the world can neither give, nor 
take away; ſuch as are ſufficient to pour that 
oil of gladneſs into our ſouls, which will ſwim 
above the waves of any earthly tribulation.— 
But are we not, dear Sir, are we not moſt un- 
happily indolent and inattentive to theſe bleſſ- 
ings, in the gay hours of an uninterrupted pro- 
ſperity? It is very obſervable, that ſcarce any made 
application to our divine Redeemer, in the days of 
his abode with us, but the children of affliction. 
Tbe fame ſpirit of ſupineneſs ſtill poſſeſſes man- 
kind. We undervalue, we diſregard the Lord | 
| „ | Jeſus, 


Py , 
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to him. He has bore the 


bis. bY LETT S235 |» 
Jeſus, and the unſpeakable privileges of his go- 
{pel, while all proceeds ſmoothly, and nothing 


occurs to diſcompoſe the tendur of our tranquil- 
lity.— But when misfortunes haraſs our circum- 


ſtances, or ſorrows oppreſs our minds; then we 


are willing, we are glad, we are earneſt, to find 
reſt in Chriſt. 5 2 
In Chriſt Jeſus there is pardon of ſins.— Sin is 
a burthen, incomparably ſorer than any other 
d:\treſs.—Sin would fink us into the depths of 
eternal ruin, and transfix us with the agonies of 
endleſs deſpair, But Chriſt has, at the price of 
his very lite, purchaſed pardon for all that fly 
guilt of their fins in 
his own body on the tree, (1 Per. ii. 24.) Have 
they deſerved condemnation ? He has ſuſtained 
it in their ſtead, Are they obnoxious to the 
wrath of God! He has endured it, as their ſub- 
ſtirute ; he has made ſatisfaction, complete fa- 
tis faction for all their iniquities, (Rom, iii. 25. 
26.) So that juſtice itſelf, the mo(t rigorous ju- 
ſtice, can demand no more. Oh!] that diftrefles 
may prompt us to prize this mercy! may, incite 
us to defire ardently this bleſſedneſs! then it will 
be 85 for us to haye been afflicted, {P/al. exix. 


f | | 
7 hriſt has obtained for us the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, {Goal. iii. 2.) to ſanctify our hearts, and 
renew our natures.— An unrenewed carnal mind, 
is ten thouſand times more to be lamented, more 
to be dreaded, than = external calamities. And 
nothing can cure us of this moſt deadly diſeaſe, 
but the ſanctification of the Spirit. This divine 
Spigit alone is able ta put the fear of G 


od in 
gur 


10 A COLLECTION Let.47. 


our ſouls, and awaken the love of God in our 
hearts, Jer. xxxii. 40.) His influences ſuggeſt 
ſuch awful and amiable thoughts to our minds, 
as will be productive of theſe Chriſtian graces. 
This ſacred principle ſubdues our corruptions, 
and conforms us to our bleſſed Redeemer's image. 
— How is this beſt gift of heaven diſeſteemed by 
the darlings of. the world, who have nothing to 
vex them ? But how precious is it, how defirable, 
to the heirs of ſorrow ? They breathe after it, 
as the thirſty hart panteth for the water-brooks, 
hey cannot be ſatisfied without its enlighten- 
ing, purifying, cheering communications. This 
is all their requeſt, and all their relief, ** that 
the Spirit of Chriſt may dwell in their hearts,” 
(Rom. viii. .); may enable them to poſſeſs their 


| Yo fouls in patience, (Luke xxi. 19.), and derive ne- 


ver- ending good from momentary evils. Before 
I cloſe theſe lines, permit me to recommend one 
expedient, which yet is not mine, but the advice 
of an infpired apoſtle, If any be afflicted, let him 
pray.——Dear Sir, fly to God in all your adverſity, 
pour out your complaints before him in humble 
ſupplication, and ſhew him your trouble, (El. 
Cxlii. 2.) When I am in heavineſs, ſays a holy 
ſufferer, I will think upon God, (P/a/. Ixi. 2.) ; 
his omnipotent power, his unbounded goodneſs, 
whole car is ever, ever open to receive the cry 
of the afflited, — When the pſalniſt was di- 
ſtreſſed on every fide, without were fightings, 

within were fears, the throne of grace was the 
place of his refuge ; I give myſclf to prayer (Hal. 
CIX. 3.), Was his declaration.—This method, we 


read, Hannab took, and you cannot but ee 
NO | r 
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ber the happy iſſue, (1 Sam. i. 10.) Let me in- 
treat you to imitate theſe excellent examples z 
frequently bend your knees, and more frequent- 


ly lift up your heart, to the Father of mercies, 


and God of all conſolation; not doubting, but 
that through the merits of his dear Son, through 
the interceſſion of your compaſſionate High Prieſt, 
he will hear your petitions, will comfort you un- 


der all your tribulations, and make them all wor 


together for your infinite and eterual good. 
in the mean time I ſhall not ceaſe to pray, that 
the God of all power and grace may vouchſafe 
to bleſs THESE CONSIDERATIONS, and gender 
them as balm to your aching heart, and as food 
to the divine life in your mind. I am, dear dir, 
with much eſteem, compaſſion, and reſpect, 
Your very ſincere wellwiſher, &c. 


— OS I 


— 


L ET T ER XLII. 
My gear Friend, Mgfton-Fawell, Dec. 5. 1747. 


| 1 Aſſure you, 1 am extremely concerned for the 


death of your moſt excellent wife, as indeed, 
indeed I think ſhe has left few equals behind her. 
—* Take her all in all, I hall never ſee her like 
„again *.“ —But, my dear friend, you muſt 
not give way to exceſſive forrow.—All proper al- 
lowances I tenderly do and ought to make, as ſuch 
will be made both by God and man; but yet our 
ſorrows muſt not be immoderate, or inconſiſtent 
with the will of God, and refignation to his pro- 
vidence, — Give me leave to preſent you with, 
and recommend to you, on this melancholy occa- 
| . * Shakeſtear's Hamlet, 4 
on, 


* 
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ſion, a ted peruſal of Dr Grofvenor's Mour ner, 
or the Aflicted relieved. —'Tis a molt valuable gem; 
and as tis wrote in numbers like the Spedators, 
it will not weary your attention. I am ſure you 
 Nand in need of the conſolations and helps there 
ſupgeſted: I am never without ſome of theſe little 
books to give away to my acquaintance under af- 
fliction, eſpecially for the loſs of dear relations or 
valuable friends. I think it, for theſe purpoſes, 
one of the moſt judicious and univerſally-uſeful 
books extant; and it well deſerves to be tranſlated 
into the language of every nation where Chriſtia- 
nity is profeſſed. 

Don't you often recolleR, in this ſeaſon of di- 
ſtreſs, the diſcourſe, the prayers, the amiable, 
the rejoicing, and the heavenly ſpirit of our dear 
friend, who was with us laſt month? Bleſſed be 
God for making him ſuch a lovely example, and 
ſuch a zealous promoter of pure and undefiled re- 
ligion,-Bleffed be God for promiſing us the ſame 
divine Spirit; and giving us the ſame glorious 
hopes, which have had ſuch a quickening and en- 
nobling influence on his heart The rich good- 
neſs * the Lord exerciſed to others, ſhould en- 
courage our expectations, ſhould ſtrengthen our 
faith —Let it then, let it be fo.—Adieu! my 
dear friend I will come to you again very ſoon. 
In the mean time I ſhall not ceaſe to pray for 
vou; as I am, with great compaſſion and great e- 
meem, maſt tenderly, molt fincerely yours, 


Janus HERver, 


LE T. 
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My dear Friend, Wefton-Favell, Jan. 12. 1748. 


treſpaſs too much upon the patience of our 
amily, who wait for me, I write in the utmoſt 
hurry.—after fo great an opinion as that of the 
judicious Dr , I hardly dare venture to deli- 
ver my ſentiments; yet I muſt confeſs myſelf 

ſtrongly inclined to prefer your intended motto. 
Is it a vulgariſm ? Rather the ſimplicity of the 
goſpel; accommodated to the loweſt capacity, 
ſuited to ſtrike ordinary readers; who are the 
perſons moſt likely to be impreſſed. Or, if it is 
a vulgariſm, let this be for the illiterate, the po- 

et Þr the polite, | N 

s it Puritanical ? Be not aſhamed of the name. 


| Lic to make your ſervant ſtay, and loath to 


They (the Puritans) were the ſoundeſt preachers, 


and I believe the trueſt followers of Jeſus Chriſt. 
If ſuch an imputation is a bugbear, we ſhall not 
act like gallant ſoldiers. of Chriſt. Is it not the 
moſt important truth in the whole book of God? 
the ſureſt, eaſieſt, moſt compendious means of 


_ overcoming the dread of death? If ſo,—l need 


not make the concluſion. - ix 
Will cenſure enſue? Dear Sir, dread it not. 
Be bold for once to deſpiſe ridicule ; or rather, 
if it muſt needs fall upon you, to glory in this. 
Dedecus haud indecorum. 1 MOL 
Pardon my freedom. Only juſt think on my 
reaſons. Reject them, and welcome. I ſhall be 
glad to be over- ruled for the better. | 


Yours, Sr. 
L ET. 


| I Sincerely thank you for taking the trouble of 
vou did not eraſe Mrs s name. LT afſure 


friends; and ſhall look upon it, as one of the ſa- 
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Dear Sir, Weſton-Favell, Feb: 4. 1748. 


cotrecting my marks for Italics.— I am glad 


you, Doctor, I ſhall always eſteem it a real ho- 
nour to be reckoned in the number of your 


tisfactions accruing from my book, that it tells 
it, in ſo pertinent a manner, to the world; tho”; 
with regard to your truly-amiable deccafed lady, 
I fear, it will be an inſtance of the arrogance of 


my heart, and a reproach upon the impotence of 
my pen, or elſe I would ſay, | 1 
, quid mea ſcriptula poſſunt, i 
Nulla dies unquam memori illam eximet uo. 
, ex | Yours, &c, 
— — — — — — 


| 1 5 
Dear Sir, W, e March, 1748. 
Am very much obliged for the preſent of your | 
franks; they could never be more wanted, m 
or more welcome.—If you have not ſo much as B. 
you wiſh, to relieve the neceſſities of the poor, w 
diſtribute from my ſtock. I am cloyſtered up in an 
my chamber, and unacquainted with the diſtreſſes de 
= my brethren. Lend me therefore your eye to yo 
diſcover proper objects, and your hand, to deal ki; 
about my little fand for charity. Do not forbid 
me to ſend a guinea, in my next, for this pur- 
poſe; do not deny me the pleaſure of becoming, 
through your means, an inſtrument of ſome little 
comfort 


Let. 2. oF LETTERS. 1 5 
comfort to my afflicted fellow - creatures; and 
(what is a far more endearing conſideration) to 
the friends, the brethren, the members of him 
who died for my fins. If you have any other 
friend, to whoſe *aſte it may be agreeable, and 
in whoſe hands uſeful, I will impower you to 
make the preſent. —Herewith comes the Deſcant 
enlarged. I hope, you will be able to read it, 
and not a little to improve it. Can you engage 
Dr to run it over? to grant - effremum hoc 


munus ? 1 L or „eee N 
again, ſo fear not to eraſe 


I muſt write it over 
and blot. I have not ſeen; where or how I can 
handſomely introduce that fine quotation. from 
Mr Dyer's Ruins of Rome; but will ſtill conſider 
it, becauſe you deſire it. I am, dear Sir, 

' : TY Ny _- Yours, Ec. 


e one > 
V. fy upon you, dear Dr.. had been 
endeavouring all the day long to fix my ad- 
miration on that moſt exalted, that moſt amiable 
Being, who, though poſſeſſed of excellencies 
which the very angels contemplate with rapture 
death of the croſs, for my friend and me; when 
your praiſes, kind indeed, but alas! perniciouſly 
kind, fetched my thoughts from their proper 
element, and proper object, to grovel on a crea- 
ture, and that the meaneſt of creatures, ſelf. I 
could wiſh myſelf, on ſuch occaſions, like the 
deaf adder, which ſtoppeth her ears, and refuſetn 

| | to 
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to hear the voice of the charmer, charm he never 
ſo ſweetly. Praiſe is moſt enchanting muſic to 
the human ear; ſhall I rather ſay, molt delicious 
poiſon to the human taſte. From ſtrangers,” or 
complimentary correſpondents, we muſt expect a 
touch upon this ſtring, a ſprinkling of this ſpice. But 
among friends, boſom- friends, Chriſtian friends, 
it muſt not be ſo. Lou and 1, dear Sir, will teach 
one anothet's hearts to riſe in wonder, and glow 


with love, at the conſideration of that ever - bleſſ- 
ed Sovereign, who is higher than the kings of 
the earth, higher than the potentates of heaven, 


and yet lay in darkneſs and the ſhadow of death, 
that he might make us the children of God, and 
exalt us to everlaſting life. Pardon my excurſions 
on this ſubjet.—Aletter from my father is enough 
to caſt contempt upon created things. It informs 
me, that my poor ſiſter is reduced very low; fo 
low, that my father cannot hear her ſpeak. He 
ſeems to look upon her life to be in very great 
danger. May the Father of compaſſions -reſtore 
her health; that ſhe may live to the honour of 


her dying Maſter, and be a comfort to her afflict- 


ed parents Glad I am, that my dear friend can 
reliſh the writings of that ſhining and burning 
light, Mr * *. Our diſeſteem of ſuch: goſpel- 
doctrines as he teaches, generally ariſes from ig- 
norance of ourſelves. Therefore I heartily join 
with the Grecian ſage, in ſaying, E cælo deſcendit 
vel cia. am affectionately yours, &c. 


L T 


' molt affectionate eſteem. © The p 
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Wen | Wabon-Fovelly May 26. dro 92 
Have given directions to my bookſeller to pre- 
ſent you with the new edition of my Medi- 
tation j vvhich I deſire you to accept, and to look 
upon as a ſmall but unfcigned 40998 of my 
re of your 

[cannot expect often to enjoy; let me, 
therefore, dear Sir, by means of my little trea- 
ex converſe with you now and then, as it were 
— with a view of familiarizing to our 
WA oſe ſublime ſubjects, which will be the 


ſtudy and the delight of a glorious eternity; 110 


Another ſet I have. ſent for Mr * * '*; Which 
I beg of you to render acceptable, by. preſenting. 
That miniſter. ſtands entitled to my gratè 
ful abknowledgments, for his judicious andi e 
cellent letter. Ho much-Iwagpleaſed owithlit 
and how free 1'have | made with it, he. wilt dee 
from the motto, prefixed to: the Minter- iert. 


His candid and weighty obſervations} habe in- 


duced me to alter the exceptionable paſſage im che 
book; and will, I hope, ineite me to cultivare* 
in my heart thar-amiable ſpirit? charity, which 
hopeth all things 4 29000: 10-22914 aid pogy 

Wat I Accidentally hinted to Dr - 
favoured me with a ſight of Mrs * *.*'s letter, I 


n would have beeri/communicatet 


to her, or any perſen living. Had 1 ſu | 
any Fae ag 1 ould: certainly have 
with held my pen, and concealed: whit I might 
happen to think. Bercauſe I neither reliſh) e 


roma -nor have ſtrength of mind,” or. fo 
Vor. VI. Ne 26. B wy 
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of judgment, - ſufficient to conduct the procedure 
of an argument. All my aim, all my deſire, is, 
to quicken in my on heart the ſeeds of practical 


faith, and vital holineſs. If to this, I might be 
enabled to cheriſh the fame ſacred. principles, in 


the hearts of ſome of my ſerious and humble ac- 
quaintance, I-ſhould wiſh for no other fruits of 


my labours.— However, as Mrs * * *'s objections 


are advanced, and are now before me, it would. 
be a failure af reſpect 
my divine Maſter's honour, if 1 did not attem 
at leaſt, to ſatisfy her 
conduct. I ſhall, therefore, with all freedom, 
good will, tranſmit my ſentiments 


.»And- firſt, — with regard to the little aſſiſtance 
which I have contributed, and which Mrs * * * 


thinks worthy of her -acknowledgments; I beg 


of her to obſerve, chat it is owing, wholly owing, 


to her adored Redeemer. To him, to him alone, 


ſhe is obliged (if there be an obligation in the 
_ this fri . — He has been 
for his unſpeakably- tender mercies to my foul. 
upon ſuch a piece of kindneſs as done to his on 
moſt bleſſed ſelf. This makes me, this makes all 
believers, glad to embrace every fuck: occaſion, 
of ſnew ing our thank fulneſs to our inſinitely- con- 


deſcending, gratious Lord. The action, which 


- 
4 


FRY 


was hard as the flint, and theſe hands tena - 
| 8 ©, .TY. .4amus 


to her, and a deſertion of 
„ and winden has 


pleaſed- to derlate, that he will look 


Mrs'*-* *'s grateful pen calls generous,, does not 
ariſe, as ſhe expreſſes it, from any innate noble» 
neſs of mind. I remember the time, hen this 
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cious even to avarice. But it is Jeſus the quick - 
ening ſpirit, and the lover of ſouls, who has 
made your friend to differ from his natural ſelf. 
If the flinty bowels are melted into compaſſion, 
they are melted by a believing conſideration of his 
moſt precious blood. If the avaricious hands are 
opened, and made ready to diſtribute, willing to 
communicate, they are made ſo by the free grace 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Therefore not unto 
me, not unto me, but unto the great and good 
Redeemer, are all the returns of gratitude due. 
It is utterly inconliſtent,” ſays Mrs—, * with 
my way of thinking, that the Son of God ſhould 
be preſent at a wedding at all. But why ſhould 
it be thought utterly, why in any degree, incon- 
ſiſtent with his dignity or wiſdom, to be preſent 
at the ſolemnization of an ordinance, which he 
himG@lfvinſtiruted ;- inftituted in the fate of in- 
nocency "itſelf ; inſtituted, for promoting the 
happineſs of our nature, and for perpetuating, 
with regulatity and purity, its very exiſtence ?— 
if our Lord opened his commiſſion, and ſhewed 
his divine credentials at a bridal-feſtivity, it was, 
in my humble opinion, with a very peeuliar pro- 
priety. Becauſe it was a ſigniſicant intimation of 
the benign and amiable genius of his religion, 
that he came, not in the auſtere and recluſeſpirit 
of the Baptiſt; came not to forbid, but to ſanctify. 
the Jawful and truly- valuable comforts of our pre- 
ſent being. —If Mrs * * * s to conſult the 
office of matrimony, as it is celebrated by our 
church, ſhe will find a ſubſtantial reaſon aſſigned, 
for our Saviour's gracing this ſolemnity with his 
preſenoe, and working his fiſt miracle on this 
occafron. And the more attentively ſhe reads the 
* 22 ſcriptures, 


= 
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ſeriptures, ſhe will find, in various places, how 


the Son of God delights to honour this ſacred in- 


ſtitution: ſince he calls himſelf the Bridegtoom 


of true believers ; and declares, that he will be- 
troth them to himſelf in righteouſneſs : ſince he 
ſhadows forth their ſpiritual union with his bleſſ- 


cd ſelf, by that moſt endearing, moſt indiſſoluble 


of ties, the nuptial and figures out the ſatisfac- 
tion reſulting from his goſpel, and even the ſub- 
lime enjoyments of - his heavenly kingdom, by a 
marriage-feaſt. When: theſe things ace taken in- 
to conſideration, I hope, it will appear, that our 
holy Redeemer ated entirely in character, and 
— to the whole tenor of his revelation, 
by ennobling, by. bleſſing, the matrimonial fei 
val with his preſence. 

But . ſuch a ſort of feaſt is in n general a lacks 
of revelling.” — It is, I muſt acknowledge, too 


frequently ſo in our nation, and in our age. But 


was 1t: alſo a ſcene of revelling; offenſive to mo- 
deſty, or contrary to ſobriety, in earlier times, 
bod RARE the Jewiſb people ? There ſeems to be 

hint in this very narrative, that they were par- 
e careful to prevent all — of inde- 
cency, or diſſolute indulgence. For this reaſon 
they appointed a governor of the feaſt; a ptinci- 
pal. part of whoſe office was, to ſee that no irre- 
gularities were committed; but that all was con- 


ducted with decorum, as well as economy.—Be- 


ſides, if ſome of thoſe feſtivities are -perverted; 


will it follow, that all are abuſed ? Mightn not there 


be ſome ſerious ſet of neighbours, who knew how 
tobe merry aftet a guilty: ſort, and fulkl; the old 
t rule = re . the Lord their 
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God ? I myſelf have been preſeat at the celebra- 
tion of a wedding between Chriſtian parties, and 
among Chriſtian friends, where heavenly conver- 
ſation, and joyful thankſgiving to the adorable Au- 


thor of all our comforts, made the chief and the ”. 


choiceſt part of our entertaiument.— And is there 
not very evident cauſe to ſuppoſe, that the nupti- 
als in queſtion were conſummated between per- 
ſons of ſuch a character? The holy Jeſus, his de- 
vout mother, and ferious diſciples, would ſcarce- 
ly have been. invited, or would hardly have ac- 
cepted the invitation, if it was an n | 
couple, or a wanton aſſembly of gueſts. 

But in ſuch a mixed multitude, it is hardly 
ſuppoſable, that all ſhould be ſerious in their diſ- 
politions, or innocent in their converſation.— 
Would not then the preſence of ſo venerable and 
divine a perſon ſtrike an awe upon the molt looſe 
inclination? Could not his eternal power and 
Godhead control the moſt abandoned temper, 
and ungovernable tongue? He that intimidated 
the ſacrilegious rabble, when they profaned the 
temple, and drove them before his tiagle ſcourge ; 
he that ſtruck proſtrate to the ground à whole 
band of armed men, only with his word; he 
who had all hearts in his hand, and could turn 
them whitherſoeverhe pleaſed; - he would, doubt- 
leſs, prohibit, at this juncture, whatever might 
carry the appearance of an immodeſt or intempe- 
rate freedom. So that Mrs *** need not que- 
ſtion, but that, if any of the company was diſſo—- 
lutely diſpoſed, the authority of our Lord's cha- 
racter, and much more ho agency of his Spirit 

on their minds, did moſt effectually reſtrain all 
licentiouſneſs, B 3 o 
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- Fences, which Jeſus held, profeſſedly omitted by 
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« One would think,” it is farther obſerved, «* he 


might have improved ſome Occurrence or cher; 
to their information and advantage.” — That this 
was not done, is taken for granted; I ſuppoſe, 
becauſe the evangeliſt does not expreisly record 
it. But is this a fair deduction, or a ſatisfacto- 
ry reaſon ? Are there not many mighty works, 
which Jeſus” performed, many edifying confe- 


the inſpired penman ? — Was not our Lord's 
a fountain of wiſdom, ever flowing; and 
2 well of life, never exhauſted ? When did that 
good Shepherd let flip an opportunity of feeding 


the flock? He went to feaſts, in the ſame ſpirit, 


and for the fame purpoſe, as he came into the 


word; to turn poor mankind from darkneſs to 


light, and from the power of Satan unto God. 
The fon might as well forbear ſhining, as this 
_ of righteouſneſs neglect to diffuſe healing 
ys, and heavenly knowledge all around —God's 
— design, in ſending By Son into the world, 
was, that ignorant and ſinful men might be re- 
claimed from the error of their ways, and be made 
wiſe unto ſalvation. And our Saviour ſolemnly 
declares, that he always did the will of him that 


ſent him. If therefore this declaration be true, 


and if our Lord's conduct was uniform, we can- 
not but conclude, that at Cana, as well as through- 
out all Galilee, his _ was exerciſed in wiſ- 
dom, and his tongue of judgment: that 
the words, which drop — m his gracious, his 
inſtructive lips, were —.— ſweeter Bog the rich- 


eſt dainties which the table yielded much more 


3 — even that — wine, er 
by 


rn 
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by a miracle, which his di vine power, on this diſtin- 
guiſhed occaſion, wrought.— This reminds me of 
another objection, couched in the following words. 

„It is harder yet to reconcile his behaviour 
when there. To increaſe the wine, when the 
gueſts had well drunk, could tend to no other 
end, than to promote and enco in 
ance.” —Perhaps Mrs *** does not ſufficiently 
attend to the narration of the evangeliſt. * I do 
not find it aſſerted, that theſe gueſts had 'well 


drunk. The expreſſion is uſed, but ed to 
other perſons, and the cuſtom uſual at other ce- 
remonies of this nature. I once was acquzinted 


with a worthy gentleman, who frequently invi- 
ted to his table the young perſons of his neigh- 

bourhood ; and would take a pleaſure in cultiva- 
ting, by his diſcourſe, the principles of ſobriety, 
— and piety, in their mala, Now, in 
caſe he had faid, „ was removed, 1 
know very well, my neighbours, it is eu- 

with ſome of fortune, to pleaſe 
and to pride themſelves in — — iſitants 
drunk. They puſh the glaſs briſkly round, and 
preſs one bumper upon another, till they ſend 
their gueſts ſtaggering to bed.” But now would 
any one infer, from fuch a remark on the 
of others, that this was alſo the practice at my 
friend's houſe? To form any concluſion in- 
jurious to the ſobriety of thoſe gueſts,” ſeems to 
be much the ſame illogical and unreaſonable argu- 

ing. But, ſuppoſing the expreſſion applied to 

the gueſts then preſent ; what is its ſignification ? 

The original word ſometimes ſignifies no more than 
to drink with ſo moderate an indulgence, as in- 
ä " B 4 . nocently 
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nocently to exhilarate the ſpirits, It is uſed con- 
cerning Jeſepb's brethren, when they were treat- 
ed in his palace, and had portions ſent from his 
table, Gen. xliii. 34. Now, can any one, who 
is at all acquainted with the character of that ex- 
emplary patriarch, imagine that he would permit 
his brethren, in his own preſence, to tranſgreſs 
the rules of temperance? Much lefs can any one, 
who really believes in Jeſus, and ſeriouſly conſi- 
ders the deſign of his coming into the world, al- 
low himſelf to ſuſpect, that he would furniſh 
freſh wine for thoſe, who (in the obnoxious ſenſe 
of the word) had well drank already. Could he, 
who is our ſanctification, the Lord our purificr, 
adminiſter to our inordinate gratifications? .. 
„Ves, ſays Mrs *, „ becauſe this increaſe 


of the wine could tend to no other end, than to 


omote and encourage intemperance.” — Mrs 
* poſſibly forgets, that the Few ſeſtivals were 
prolopged for ſeveral days; that a freſh ſucceſſion 
of gueſts might be expected; that, very probably, 
a much greater reſort of company than was pro- 
vided for, might be occaſioned by our Lord's il- 
luſtrious preſence; that the miraculous; ſupply 
might be intended for their accommodation; or, 
that it might not be all ſpent on that occaſion, but 
reſerved for the future accommodation of the 
married couple. We read, Jobn xxi. that the 
diſciples took, at one caſt, a vaſt multitude of 


Many commentators are of opinion, that the water was 
not turned into wine in the water · pots, but as it ran into the 
cup, and the liquor in the water · pots remained water ſtill. If 
ſo, which interpretation, without the leaſt force, the text will 
very well bear, the lady's abjeftion will appear to have leſs 

ſtrength yet. f . 
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25 
great fiſhes... But did they cat them all inimedi- 
ately? — they would have been gluttons in- 


uſed for themſelves what was neceſ- 
their hunger, and ſold the remain- 
And why ſhould 


we not conclude, that the bridegtoom al, after” 


2 chearful, but tem 


emperate refreſhment of his vi- 
ſitants, preſerved the remainder of that ſine wine 


for future exigencies? This I take to be the 


caſe; and chat our divine Maſter, by this means, 


rewarded him for his hoſpitality to himſelf and 


his followers. 


At the ſame time, giving a moſt 


conſpicuous proof, that, as he and his diſciples 


were henceforth. to have neither ſtore-houſe, nor 
barn, but to ſubſiſt on the charity of others, none 
him and his 
ſuch kindneſs ſhould meet 


ſhould be loſers by. entertaining 
triends ; that every 


with a full recompenſe of reward. 


„ I muſt not omit the rough anderer which he 
makes to his mother upon this occaſion; which, 


I think, ſtands in need of an excuſe, though we 
vangeliſt for it. I do not won- 
| 2 that Mrs 2 is ſomewhat offended at this 
of refined taſte, and 


find none in the evan 


preſſion. She is a lady 


ome addreſs ; and. as ſhe is not acquainted with 


the original language, nor aware how the phraſe 
ſounded in oriental ears, her remark is not to be 
looked upon as a cenſorious reflection, but as a 
politeneſs of her own ſentiments. 


proof of the 


However, when ſhe has an opportunity of con- 
ſulting the ancient writers, ſhe will find that their 


pres had leſs of compliment, and more of 


ſincerity, than ours. It was ſo plain and artleſs, 


that perſons of the beſt breeding 


ve addreſſed la- 
tic 


1 
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dies of the higheſt quality by this very name; 
and without intending any flight, or giving the 
leaſt affront.— She may remember, that the ele- 
ven brethren, when pleading before the governor of 
Egypt, pleading for their liberties, or even their 
very lives; when, if ever, their expreſſions would 
be moſt carefully guarded, and full of the utmoſt 
reverence, yet uſe this (to modern ears) uncourtly 
ſtyle, the man; meaning the viceroy himſelf, Gen. 
xliv. 26.—Surely, Mrs *** cannot forget, that 
our Lord, in his laſt moments, calls his mother 
by the very ſame appellation. Much leſs can ſhe 
ſuſpect, that he could be wanting in reſpect and 
tenderneſs, when his concern for the patent of 
his fleſh triumphed over the agonies of the croſs. 
Perhaps, the ſubſtance of the reply may be 
thought ſomewhat unkind. I believe, it ſhould 
be tranſlated, Woman, what haſt thou to do with 
me ? i. e. in ſuch inſtances as this; wherein my 
Deity is concerned, and an i ſition of my 
omnipotence is requiſite. I would have thee to 
know, once for all, that, in affairs of this nature, 
thou haſt no authority over me, neither does it 
become thee to direct me.— She was over forward; 
ſhe took too much upon her; and the anſwer was 
intended for a plain and ſerious rebuke. Accord- 
ingly, the humble mother, like one ſenſible of 
her miſconduct, acquieſces with ſilent ſubmiſſion; 
and never offers hout the whole courſe 
of the hiſtory) to interfere in ſuch a manner any 
more; but leaves it to his wiſdom to determine, 
both when his divine power ſhould be exerted, 
and hat it ſhould effect. 
«© do not know how it happens, ſays Mrs 
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###,c« hut the more nearly I examine matters of 
faith, the further I am from aſſenting to them.” 
— Will it be acceptable to my dear friend's , 
or will it be diſguſtful, if I attempt to tell her, 
how this, in the general, happens? She ſeems to 
be poſſeſſed of great ingenuity of temper, and 
equal penetration of mind; therefore I cannot 
think the will take amiſs, what I only offer to 
her impartial confideration, without any appli- 
cation to herſelf. —lIt happens, becauſe people are 
unrenewed by the ſanctifying influences of di- 
vine grace. This is not my precarious conjecure, 
but the infallible declaration of the great Search- 
er of hearts: The carnal man, fays the wiſdom 
of heaven, receiveth not the things of the Spirit 
of God; for they are fooliſhneſs unto him: nei- 
ther can he know them, becauſe they are ſpiri- 
tually diſcerned. This was the caſe with Nicode- 
mus. Our Lord's diſcourſe was a riddle, was 
quite unintelligible to him, becauſe he was not 
dorn of the Spirit, had not experienced that ſa- 
cred change on his heart. Sometimes it happens, 
becauſe perſons are wiſe in their own eyes ; de- 
pending more upon the ſagacity of their own judg- 
ment, than upon the enlightening grace of God. 
I thank thee, O Father, ſays our bleſſed Redeem- 
er, that whereas thou haſt hid theſe things from 
(ſuffered them to lie hid, to eſcape the diſcern- 
ment of) the wiſe and prudent; thou haſt re- 
| vealed them unto babes. But who are they that 
are wiſe in their own. conceits? I anſwer, 
who ſtudy much, but pray little; who are oft- 
en at their deſk, but ſeldom on their knees; - oft- 
en exerciſe their minds W but 
| l eldom _ 
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ſeldom lift up their hearts in earneſt ſupplications 
to the Father of lights. —But I muſt not enlarge. 
I ſhall be unſufferably tedious. I muſt cordially 
commiſerate Mrs ***'s afflicted condition. I 
beg of her to be more frequent, more importu- 
nate in her devout addreſſes to the gracious God. 
This is proper, uliarly er for her diſtreſ- 
a A dance It ly be afflicted, let him 
pray, is a recipe preſcribed from heaven; but 
more eſpecially necdful, for the unſettled ſtate of 
her mind. For let me ſay, and let it not be look- 
ed upon as an unfriendly ſaying, I cannot but 
fear, that ſoul is ſadly unſettled, far from being 
fixed on that Rock of ages, that only Foundation 
Jeſus Chriſt, who can ſuppoſe the bleſſed Redeemer 
_ chargeable with ſuch great indecencies of ſpeech, 
and Nil groſſer improprieties of conduct. Can 
a mind, which admirs ſuch unworthy apprehen- 
ions of the great Immanuel, rely on him as its 
all- ſatisfying atonement, its complete righteouſ- 
neſs, as the only anchor of its final, eternal hopes? 
May the God of all goodneſs reveal his dear 
Son in her heart, and in mine; that to us it may 
be given, to know the myſtery of his goſpel; that 
we may ſec it to be the wiſdom of God, and feel 
it to be the power of God to our ſalvation. Vou 
will, I dare ſay, heartily join your Amen to this 
important requeſt.—If any freſh difficulties are 
« ſtarted, I beg leave to decline the province of 
attempting their ſolution; and would remit all 
future inquiries to the much clearer judgment, 
and abler pen, of our valuable friend Mr ***,— 
Dear Sir, pardon my prolixity ; pray for my little 
piece and its author; and aſſure yourſelf of a 
An willing 
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willing and hearty return of this kindneſs, from 
Four truly, re. ” 
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ion. Fabel, May ay, 17 48. K 
Send my og: friend the. letter, lch d 

his inſti ation I write. I fend it this, night, 
125 any thing in it very improper 

it may be returned by the bearer, and the "needful 

alterations made —Methinks, ' it gives a perſon, . 


* - on» 


taſteful ſatisfaction, to find favour with Judicious 


and excellent men. What a tranſport of delight 


£ <7 


great Judge, the eternal King, .t the fountain 
all perfection? 10 be admitted into his imme- 


muſt it create, to meet with the acceptance of he 


Gor reſence to be favoured with the brighteſt 


ifeſtations .of his divine attributes to love 
him with all our. duls, and to he infinitely more 
beloved by him; to be conformed to his 216 rious, 
his moſt amiable image, and ſo much the more, 
as ages. in an endleſs ſucceſſion Toll on ages.;— 
this is life, —this is bleſſedneſs, — this is. joan 
And this life i is in his Son this blelſedhels 18 Pur 
chaſed for us finners by the obedience of Elrilt ; 
to this heaven , Chriſt is, the way, 95 oor, 
the paſſport.. O! let us pot A dut de 


will make us mect by nis 8 irit, for th 


ritance which he has obtained by his 1609 ee | 


2 9100} ai 

SOD. i bud lesbar + Ever yours, c. v7 
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My very dear Friend, Weſton- Favell, Aug. 18. 1748. 
T Received your letter, full of tenderneſs, and 
full of piety laſtpight. The very firſt thing 
I apply myſelf to, this morning, is to acknow- 
ledge your favour,” and confels my own negligence. 
— But yout affectionate heart will pity, . jay 
than blame me, when 1 inform you, that a re 

lapſe into the diſorder, of which I was never 


- 
\ \ 
- 


for ſeyeral Sundays. . .. Pyrmont water, afſes mi ſt ; 
and ſuch kind of f̃eſtoratives, Itry, but try in vain. 


A great while ago, Thad 2 a very lon ler- 


* 


o 
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in ſome degree carnal, in Tome degree ſinful, 
while we continue in this mortal hk Conſi- 
dering the infinite veracity, and unchangeable 
faithfulneſs of the bleſſed God, the moſt exalted 
ſaints have too much cauſe to lament their defi- 
| ciency 
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nt oa faith, and eyerinore to ery out, 
Lord, help our unbelicf ! 7 000 

An bojabls, well-grounded Arat af our 
reconciliation to God, is an unf eakably-precious 
bleſſing. It is what all ſhould” ſeek, and 
have attained. A gentleman told me, a few days. 
ago, That though he was often ſolicited to fin; , 
often defiled with corruption, yet he had no man- 
ner of doubt concerning his everlaſting falvation, 
for theſe twenty years. On trying occaſions, that 
ſeemed to endanger his final happineſs, he fled, I 
preſume, to the fountain opened for Gn and un- 
cleanneſs. He viewed, by faith, the infinite, (O! 
tranſporting truth I), the infinite ſatis faction, made 
by the bleeding Immanuel; and could dot but 
confide, that a divine expiation was more power 
ful to ſave, than all paſt ſins or preſent inſitmities 
to deſtroy. This is the white ſtone, of Which 
ob was happity poſſe ; I know that my Re- 
eemer liveth;; and this ſweet confidence ſup- 
ported him undet all his tribulations!” This js 
that earneſt of the Spirit in our hearts, of 3vhich | 
St Paul makes mention, and with which he was 
endued; We know, that if our earthly houſe of 
this tabernacle be diſſolved, we have à büllding 
of God, an houſe not made with — en, 
in the heavens. And, in the full altrüns tet 


this bleſſed hope; may you; my dear friend, © be 


every day more and more eſtabliſhed, ſtrengthien- | 
ed, fettled 1 377 Ait 00161267. 24, batovab Us 

II, at any time, I am favored wich this ese 
Ay. gift, it is detived from ſuch comſortabſe 
ſcriptures : The Son of the Moſt High came into 
the world, to ſave finners: He died. the jut fur 
9 — 


the 


 "ſame,goarime 
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the unjuſt : He poured out his ſoul for tranſgreſ- 
ſors. And ſince you and I know: ourſelves to be 
lingers, vnjuſt, tranſgreſſors, why ſhould we not 
take to ↄurſelves the comfort here offered for our 
why ſhould we not make uſe of the 
privilege, : here conſigned over to our enjoyment, 
and claim the legacy, in theſe clauſes of our dy- 
ing Maſter's teſtament, moſt evidently bequeath- 
ed to our ſouls? To found our expectations on 
this bottom, will be a means both of humbling 
and exalting us ; of filling us with ſbame; and fill- 
ing us with hope; that we may abhot ourſelves, and 
yet rejoice in God our Saviour. Many build their 
hopes upon their religious duties, and righteous 
deeds; ſuch a building muſt rar able be ſhaken 
by every-temptation, and ſapped by every working 
of corruption. Theſe are, in no wiſe, the founda- 
tion but evidences rather that we are fixed on it. 
For my part, When I can exerciſe a grace, or per- 
form a duty, that is debaſed by no imperfection. 
mingled with no corruption, then I will truſt on 
ſelf-rjghteouſneſs. - But till then, I muſt be very 
unreaſonable, if I do not rely on my illuſtrious 
Susgty a fly to the ark of his -wounds, and make 
mention of his righteduſneſe only. This is all- 
ſufficients. and never, never baileth thoſe that 
truſt in itt. xp. $03 nt 
Lau are not ignorant 4 m. y ſentiments, with 
_ regard to our diflenting brethren. Are we not 
all devoted to the ſame ſupreme Lord? Do we 
not galla rely on the merits of the ſame glorious 
Redeemer ? By, profoing the ſame faith, the 
ich is according to godlineſs, 
vr merge into * — ad 
en 1 
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And how ſtrange, how unnatural would it be, if 
the head ſhould be averſe to the breaſt, or the 
hands inveterately ptejudiced againſt the feet, 
only becauſe the one is habited ſomewhat diffe- 
rently from the other? Though I am ſteady in 
my attachment to the eſtabliſhed church; F would 
have a right hand of fellowſhip, and a heart of 
love, ever ready, ever 'open, for all the upright 
evangelical diflenters.—I thank you for the news 
you. ſent ; it is impoſſible for me ta pay in kind.— 
ake my moſt reſpectful compliments acceptable 
to worthy Mr ***, I had agreed to wait upon 
him, when I was in town; but my brother's illneſs 
growing worſe, and ſoon proving fatal, deptived 
me of this pleaſure; and ſent me home to attend 
his corpſe with ſorrow to the grave.—l hope, you 
will be pleaſed with Archbiſhop Leigbton's works; 
and I heartily pray, that they may be abundantly 
bleſſed to both our fouls. —1 ſincerely commiſe- 
rate poor Miſs D* s caſe, Deſpair is indeed 
a fiery dart of the devil; but, bleſſed be ſovereign 
goodneſs, there is a remedy againſt this malady. 
The Jfaehites, though wounded by the deadly 
ſerpents, looked to the brazen type hung upon 


_the pole, and found a certain cure. And though 


we are ſtung by a ſenſe of guilt, and almoſt pe- 
riſhing in extreme deſpondency ; yet let us turn 
our eye to him, who was lifted up on the croſs, 
and we ſhall be whole. He, who was gaſhed with 
wounds, and covered with blood; was pierced 
with irons, and ſtabbed to the heart; he is our 
medicine, our recovery, our life. By his ſtripes 
we are healed. O! let us look aufito him, from 
the depths of diſtreſs, as well as from the ends 
Vor. VI. Ne 26. C of © 
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of the earth, look unto him, and be ſaved.— My 
paper admoniſkes me to have dene; but I cannot 
conclude, without aſſuring you, that I love you 
moſt afic@ionately — ſo long as life and under- 
ſtondinę leſi, (all pray for you an ongꝑ my choiceſt 
friends ;—2rd Hope, when this tranſitory ſcene 
of things is at an end, to be, in bonds of nobler 
friendſhip, and tenderer endearment, | 

| Ever, ever, yours, &c. 
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:  Weftlon-Favell, June 3. 1749. 

O, my dear Sir, the phyſicians upon the whole 

8 have given your friend no great hopes of a 
cure.— I he apothecary's ſhop, the aſſes dugs, 
and the mineral waters may, they apprehend, pal- 
liate the diſorder ; but that even a palliation, it 

| deems, is not to be expected, without keeping the 
mind quiet and cheartul ;—and that this import- 
ant end may moſt effectually be anſwered, the doc- 
tors have recommended diverſions, travelling, and 
company ; giving a caution at the ſame time, Iam 
told, againit retirement, ſo much praying, and 

poring over religious books. : 

Now, if chearfulneis be the grand, the funda- 
mental, the only recipe adequate even to the mi- 
tigation of this diſcaſe, I may venture to aſſert, 
that ſuch recipe is to be found (poſſibly what I 
declare may be wondered at); but 1 aver it is to be 
found in the Bible.— It may be ſeen wrote at 
length, and it well deſerves conſideration, in 
Prov. xvii. 22. A merry heart doth good like a 
medicine : but à broken ſpirit arieth the bones. © 

| That 
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That a ſatisfied, a ſerene, and chearful ſtate 
of mind, will in this caſe be more beneficial than 
all manner of reſtoratives for decayed nature, or 
cordials for the finking ſpirits, I can eaſily be- 
lieve ; nay, I am farther convinced, that whate- 
ver can be contrived by the moſt folicitous care 
of the phyſicians, will probably be rendered inef- 
fectual, without this prime preparative, this moſt 
ſovereign preſcript.—lt is indiſpenſably neceſſary, 
that all poſſible endeavours ſhould be exerted to 
have the thoughts calm, placid, and eafy.—Every 
thing muſt be ſacrificed to this moſt defirable end, 
Nothing can be more pernicious, in ſuch cir- 
cumſtances, than the contrary ſituation of mind. 
But here will ariſe a queſtion, How this inward 
tranquillity may moſt eaſily be attained, and moſt 
ſurely eſtabliſhed ? By company, by travelling, 
by diverſions, the doors and ſome others will 
reply.—I am far, very far from being an enem 


to diverſions, when properly choſe, and uſed with - - 


moderation. Travelling may beguile the ſenſe 
of wo, and palliate for a while the malady. 
Company, when chearful and improving, is an 
excellent ſource of comfort: when innocent on- 
y and entertaining, is of ſome preſent ſervice, 
and ought to be allowed (at intervals) admittance. 
But theſe will no more reach the cafe now under 
onfideration,—are no more able to create a ſet- 
led tranquillity in the breaſt, than the gentle 
otions of a 1 are ſufficient to impel a wind- 
dound fleet. If they ingroſs our time, and leave 
o leiſure for nobler methods of conſolation, they 
vill certainly prove like heavy, louring clouds, 
d, inſtead of diffuſing, will intercept the 5 
8 C2 
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of beart-felt ſatisfaction. But what, may it be © 
aſked, would I ſubſtitute inſtead of theſe expedi- | © 
ents I would beg leave (unpolite as it may ſeem, 
and in a manner exploded) to recommend prayer 
to God, and the daily reading of the ſcriptures, 1f © 
kind and friendly converſation be judged proper, 
why ſhould prayer be diſapproved = rayer is an 
humble, but delightful intercourſe, with the beſt, * 
the greateſt, the everlaſting friend. — And has any 
| earthly friend exerciſed more loving-kindneſs? 1s 
any earthly friend more able to adminiſter relief, 
than the bleſſed God ? If there be ſuch friends, let 
them be our whole dependence, and let omnipo- 
tent goodneſs be ſecluded from any regard. 
God has ſo loved us, that he gave his own 
Son, dearer to himſelf, than all angels, and all 
worlds, to die for our ſalvation. Rather than 
we ſhould periſh for ever, he ſent his infinitely- 
lorious Son to, take, upon him our nature, anc 
fuffer the unknown agonies of crucifixion. —To 
ſhew his readineſs to ſuccour us in any diſtreſs, 
he ſtyles himſelf the Father of mercies, and God 
(not of ſome, but) of all comfort, (2 Cor. 1. 3.) 
. —And where is the perſon, from whom we may 
more reaſonably exped to receive tender and com- 
aſſionate ſuccours, than from this all-gracious 
God ?—Is he not as powerful as he is gracious! 
— What 7 ſaid of his companions is, in a de 
Sree, true of every human aid: Impotent and 
miſerable comforters are ye all. —But the God 
of heaven is able to give ſongs in the night o 
diſtreſe; to make the bones, that ſorrow and an 
guiſh have broken, to rejoice. If he ſpeak peace 
who ſhall cauſe diſquietude, or what ſhall deſtro 


OU 
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+ be our tran — Indeed if we apply for comfort 
di- to any ower than heaven, or by any ſuch 
means as —— frequent prayer, we neglect the 
fountain of living waters, and hew to ourielves 
"If ciſterns, - broken ciſterns, that can hold no water. 
The ſcriptures (and believe me, as I ſpeak from 


1 daily experience) are a treaſury of comfort. — One 
beſt, hi drank deep of the cup of ſorrow declares, 
any that "_ For ie the heart ;—and that for his 
.> ion pa his delight had not been in the di- 


lief vine . ' he ſhould have periſhed in his trouble, 
„ let (ſee Bible, P/al. cxix. 92.) Theſe things, ſays 
ipo- the favourite diſciple, write we unto you, (not 
barely that you may have joy, but) that your 

joy may be full, (Jobn xv. 11.) —And St Paul 
ds, that whatever things are written by the 
Spirit of inſpiration, are written for our bene- 
fit; that we, through -patience and comfort 
of the ſcriptures, might have hope, Ram. xv. 
4.) ; that bleſſed hope of eternal life, which is 
an anchor to the dul. in all the ſtorms of adver- 
ſity; which is the oil of gladneſs, ſwimming a- 
bove all the waves of affliction.—By having re- 
courſe to diverſions and amuſements, in prefer- 
ence to the ſtrong conſolations ſuggeſted in the Bi- 
ble, we act as injudiciouſly, we hall be deceived 
as certainly, as if, amidſt the ſultry heats of ſum- 


* mer, we ſhould ſeek cooling refreſhment from a 
ani painted tree, and than the emboyering ſhady 004 
God vert of a real grove. 


If we are afflicted, the ſeriptures acquaint us, 
that our afflictions are the chaſtiſements of 'a fa- 
ther, not the ſcourges of an enemy. They give 
us renn providence will 
35 not 
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not ſuffer us to be afflicted, above what we are 
able to bear, (ſee 1 Cor. x. 13.) That they ſhall 


turn to our good, and bring forth the peaceable 
fruits of righteouſneſs that they are light; are 
only for a moment, and yet (hall work out for us 
a weight, an eternal weight of glory.—Caa all the 
volumes of Heathen morality ſuggeſt, or all the 


recreations in the world afford, ſuch rational and 


ſolid conſolation — Without theſe confolations, 
afflictions will be like a latent ſore, ſmarting and 
rankling in the heart; will produce diſconteat 


with our condition, and repining at providence; 


—2 melancholy temper, and a fretful carriage. 
—Trifling company, and worldly pleaſures, will 
ſerve only to aggravate: the miſery, and make us 


inwardly mourn, that while others are in the e- 


levations of mirth, we are preſſed with a weight 
of calamity. Whereas, by means of theſe ſove- 
reign conſolations, afflictions may be improved to 
the health of the mind, and become a molt ſalutary 
expedient for furthering our ſpiritual happineſs. 
Can any thing be more (or equally comforta- 
ble) than the privileges recorded in that charter 
of our ſalvation, the ſcriptures ?— There we are 
told, that as many as truly believe in Jeſus Chriſt, 
are- children of the Almighty ;—that the Lord 
who commandeth the waters, the glorious God 
who-maketh the thunder, the everlaſting King, 
who ruleth all things in heaven and earth, is 
their Father ; he pities them as a father pities his 
own children, (Pſa. ciii. 1 3.) and that a mo- 
ther may ſooner forget her ſucking child, than he 
can remit his tender care, for their preſent wel- 
fare and endleſs felicity, (I. xlix. 15.):— That, 


becauſe 


joyment of ſuch bleſſings ? Much more reaſon- 
ably might the bleeding wound fly from the le- 
nient hand, dread. 2 balm, 
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becauſe we are ſinners, Chriſt Jeſus, with in- 


finitely more than parental tenderneſs, bore our 


fins, and expiated all our guilt, in his own bleed- 


ing body upon the tree, (1 Pet. ii. 24.)—Be- 
cauſe we frequently offend, and always fajl, our 
merciful High Prieſt ever liveth to make inter- 
ceſſion for us, and to plead his divine merits in 
our behalf, (Heb. vii. 25.) — Becauſe we have 
many corruptions within, and are aſſaulted by 
various temptations without, we have a pro- 
miſe of the bleſſed Spirit to ſubdue our corrup- 
tions, (Gal. iii. 14. Exe. xxxvi. 27.), and renew 
us after-the image of him who created us, (Col. 
iii. 10.) - Becauſe we are liable to manifold miſ- 
fortunes, and viſited with a variety of ſorrows, 
the ſame Holy Spirit is promiſed, under the ami- 


able character of a comforter, (Jobn xv. 7. Luke 


xi. 13.) —Becauſe all fleſh is graſs, and all the 

lineſs thereof (the youth, the beauty, the 
wealth, all mortal accompliſhments, aud every 
worldly enjoyment) is withering, and tranſient 


as the flower of the field, JJ xl. 6. the ſcrip- 


tures direct our view, and confign over to our 


faith, a moſt incomparable, reverſionary inheri- 


tance ; an inheritance reſerved in heaven for us, 
which is incorruptible, undefiled,. and that fadeth 


not away, (1 Pet. i. 4.) | 


Are theſe things, I would aſk the phyſicians, 
likely to deje& the mind, or opprefs it with 
heavineſs Need their patients fear an aggta- 
vation of diſtreſſes from the offer, from the en- 


and court 
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its cure from the viper's envenomed tooth. — 
Have theſe truths a tendency to engender gloomy 
apprehenſions, as the medical gentlemen are toda. 
apt to imagine, or do theſe increaſe the load which: 
galls an - afflicted mind ?—Rather, what heart 


(chat attends to, and believes ſuch glad tidings) 
caic forbear even leaping for joy? I heſe are . 


culated to put off our ſackcloth, and gird us with 


gladneſs; are enough to turn the groans of grief, 
into the ſongs of gratitude. 


Cheared by theie reviving conſiderations, ſup= 
ported by this bleſſed hope, the ancient Chriſtians 
were more than conquerors over all their calami- 
ties ; they even gloried in tribulations, becauſe 


theſe were the appointed way to the kingdom. of 


heaven, As xiv. 22. They: took joytully the 
ſpoiling of their goods, ens that they had, 


in the world above, a better and more AS | 


ſubſtance, | Heb. x. 34. — They perceived wi 
complacency, the decay of their earthly taber- 
nacle; becauſe there remained for them, after 
their diflolution, a houſe not made with 2 
eternal in the heavens, 2 Cor. v. 1.—Perha 

may not arrive at ſuch heights of heroic — 
triumphant exultation; but ſurely we ſhould try 
thoſe remedies, which in their caſe were ſo ſur- 


a priſingly and happily ſucceſsfu. 
Upon the whole ; a peaceful compoſure of 


mind; and calm: reſignation to the all-wiſe will 
of God ;—a-holy-jay in the merits of our ever- 


bleſſed — and a well · grounded hope of 


-unutterable and immortal bliſs, in a better world; 


theſe, theſe are more abſolutely needful for a 
caſe like this, and will do more towards relief, 


. than 


EEE OG AS. an thi et os” 


- 


Let. 36. 0 LET T ER S. 4 


than all the drugs that nature produces. — 

And very ſure I am, that theſe noble anodynes 
are diſpenſed no where but in the ſeriptures; are 
to be procured no otherwiſe than by prayer. —0- 
ther methods may ſtupefy for a moment, but 
will not remove the pain, much leſs introduce 
permanent eaſe. 

I ſpeak. not this from mere ſpeculation, or 
conjectural probability.—l have myſelf experien- 
ced the efficacy of the preceding expedients for 
theſe deſirable 3 Having been a ſort of 
veteran in affliction, I have been under a neceſſity 
of applying theſe conſolations; and have the u- 
moſt reaſon to bear witneſs, that there are none 
like them.— The ſcriptures are the treaſury of 
joy and peace, and the trul religious are generally 
the moſt uniformly cheartul. 

If you — ul what I have "a advanced 
on the means of obtaining true chearfulneſs and 
ſolid peace of mind, may be in any meaſure in- 
ſtrumental to the comfort of your friend, you. 
would do well perhaps to communicate it, as [ 
preſume you are not aſhamed of appearing in the 
recommendation of the Bible.— The phyſicians 
would probably ſacer at ſuch fort of advice, but 
the arguments will not be the leſs valid on that 
account ;—and if their patient be ſeriouſly diſ- 
* ſuch ſueers would have little or no check. 

egen recollect Dr Young's lines *1n the gat 
night 5 


null thou et laugh, | | 
"as counſel ſtrange, Aal I profire ;: 
| 2 89 Jon eee, — 


elbe, 
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- Retire, and read thy Bible, to be gay. 
There truths abound of ſov'reign aid to peace. 
But theſe thou think'ſt are gloomy paths to joy : 
| Faſſe joys indeed are born from want of thought ; 
L| True joy from-tbougbt's full bent and energy : 
And this demands @ mind in equal poize, 
Remote from gloomy grief, and glaring joy. 
Much joy not only ſpedks ſmall bappineſs ; 
But happmeſs, that ſhortly muſt expire. 
Can joy, unbottom d in reſloction, fand? 
Can ſuch @ joy meet accidents unſhock'd? 
Or talk with threat'ning death, and not turn pale? 


Though my letter is much longer than I at ' 
firſt intended, and ſtands in ne<d of an apology 
for its prolixity, I cannot conclude without gi- 
ving you a freſh aſſurance, that amongſt the great 
number of thoſe who eſteem and reſpect you, 
there is not one of them who more ſincerely re- 
gards vou than, "ew Sir . 
our maſt obedient, and 
| very humble ſervant, 
"JAMES HERVEY. 
| Er 
3 Dear Sir, Weſton-Favell, July 23. 1749. 
| HE favour you have done me, in preſenting 
me with Mr Meet Browne's works, was far 
from my expectation. Pleaſe to accept my beſt 
thanks for the gift, which, I dare fay, will, in the 
| es prove perfectly agreeable, and not a little 
| eful. | | We 5 
| I hope the divine Providence will give his Sun- 
day-T houghts an extenſive 2 and make them 
an inſtrument of diffuſing the ſavour of true reli- 
* | gion. 
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| 43 
gion. Seldom, if ever, have I ſeen a treatiſe, 


that preſents the reader with ſo full, yet conciſe: 


a view ; ſo agreeable, yet ſtriking a picture of 


true Chriſtianity in its moſt important articles, 


and, moſt diſtinguiſhing peculiarities. Though I 


am utterly unacquainted with the author, I aſſure 
, myſelf he is no novice in the ſacred ſchool, and 


has more than a ſpeculative knowledge of the go- 
ſpel ; every page diſcovers traces of an excellent 
heart, that has itſelf experienced what the muſe 
ſings.—l am, &c. | 


"LE TT. FE EMAC 
Wefton- Favell, Fuly 29.1749. 
Hanks to my dear friend, for his welcome 
letter. It imparted joy to my heart; and 
having communicated pleaſure to our family, is 


gone (part of it I mean) to make glad your chil- - 


dren and your friends at Nartbamptun. I muſt 
confeſs, 1 never was ſo much diſheartened at your 


diſorder, as many others were, even though the 


phyſicians themſelves had given you over; and 
though I have been often accoſted by ſome of 
your cordial wellwiſhers, with ſuch ſaddening 
addreſſes; I am ſorry, Sir, to hear that Dr 
« $—— is gone to Briſtal, without any likeli- 
« hood of returning alive,” -I really believe, that 
God has ſome ſignal work for you to do. He that 
has ſnatched the brand from the fire, and made 
it a poliſhed ſhaft in his quiver, will not, I per- 
ſuade myſelf, ſo ſoon caſt it away, or break it to 
pieces. I have a ſtrong preſage, that almighty 
goodneſs will continue you, as an inſtrument to 
21 | glorify 
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glorify his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and to turn many to 


righteouſneſs, years and years after I am gone 
hence, and ſeen no more.—And I bleſs, together 
with you, his holy name, for confirming ſo far 
my apprchenſions, as to begin the work of your 
recovery from to deplorable an illneſs. May he do 
in this caſe, as he will in the more important af- 
fair of our eternal ſalvation, thoroughly accom- 
pliſh what he has graciouſly begua ! 

- Your family is in proſperity : your olive-plants 
thrive, and are gloſſy with health. I aſked Sally, 
Where her papa was, and how he did? and her 
pretty little lips liſped, Very bad, and gone to 
Briftol. Think, my friend, when you remember 
thoſe ſweet and engaging children, —think on 
that delightful promiſe in ſcripture; Can a mo- 
ther forget her ſucking child ? yea, ſhe may for- 
get, yet will not 1 forget thee, / xlix. 15. 


Prom my heart I pity your ſufferings : but if 
I pity your diſtreſs, with what infinitely more 


tender compaſſion are you regarded by your 
heavenly Father! by him, who ſaid in the multi- 
tude of his mercies,—** My Son ſhall bleed, that 
% you may be healed. My only Son ſhall die, 
that you my live for evermore. | May this 
„ blood, thus ſhed for you, preſerve your body 
and ſoul to everlaſting life.” —I hope, you will 
be enabled to caſt your burden upon the Lord, 
and reſign yourſelf wholly to his wiſe diſpoſal ; 
and, doubtleſs, you will experience to your com- 
fort, that he has the bowels of a Father to com- 


miſerate, and the arm of Omnipotence to ſuccour. 


A paſſage in the epiſtle to the Colefians, which 
I read this very day, (viz. chap. i. ver. 11.), 
. | 18 


- 
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is extremely pertinent to your caſe, and what 1 
ſhall frequently pray, may be fulfilled to your 
great conſolation :>That you may be ſtrength- 
ened with all might, according to his glorious 
power, unto all patience, and long-ſuffering, with 
joyfulneſs.—If you ſhould live to give me an 
4 converſation, this verſe, and the prece- 
ding, would furniſh us with a moſt pleaſing and 
improving ſubject of diſcourſe. The conciſeneſs, 
the propricty, the energy of the inſpired ſuppli- 
cations, is admirable. But I muſt wave Zap 4 re- 
marks, leſt 1 ſend you a preachment, inſtead) of 
an epiſtle. | | 1 5 
I heard you condemned the other day, in a 
large company, and indeed treated with a malig- 
nant ſeverity, about an affair, in which, to my 
certain knowledge, you had acted with great ge- 
neroſity. I explained, to the confuſion of the 
relator, all thoſe circumſtances, which he had fo 
groſsly miſrepreſented ; and then I quoted the te- 
mark of Mr Richardſon, in his Clariſſa, via. That 
% difficult ſituations (like yours) make ſeeming 
« occaſions of cenſure unavoidable ; and that 
„ where the reputation of another (eſpecially of 
« a man of character) is concerned, we ſhould 
„ never be in haſte to cenſure, or to judge per- 
«« emptorily on firſt ſurmiſes. Audi alleram par- 
tem, is always my rule. It is our duty to uſe cir- 
cumſpection; and to be upon our guard, to cut 
off occaſion from thoſe, who ſeek occaſion to miſ- 
repreſent and injure us: after this precaution, 
we ſhould not be too ſolicitous about the. la- 
mours of the malevolent; and the meg 
ay 
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May the God of wiſdom give us that prudence, 
which is profitable to direct! And then 


Conſcia mens rei fame mendacia ridet. 


This was the Heathens cure for the wounds of 
defamation ; this the ir armour againſt thoſe keen- 
. Eft of arrows, bitter words. But fee in this, as 
well as in every other inſtance, the noble ſuperi- 
ority of the Chriſtian ſcheme! Being defamed, we 
bleſs, ſays the apoſtle. Pray for them that de- 
ſpitefully uſe you, ſays his divine Maſter. This 
not only baffles, but more than triumphs over the 
efforts of malice ; and brings an increaſe of vir- 
tue, conſequently of happineſs, even from the 
poiſon of malignity, and the gall of miſery. _ 
The Biſhop has been at Northampton, and his 
charge turned upon the ſtudy of the ſcriptures ; 
which he affectionately recommended, and for- 
cibly urged. There was ſomething omitted, 
which I could not but wiſh had been repreſented, 
and enforced; however, in the main, it was ex- 
cellent, and what I ſhould rejoice to have redu- 
ced to univerſal practice. Our dear friend, Mr 
, ſpied the defect I hint at; and when his 


mealy-mouthed companion would not indeed 
have concealed it, but rather have enlarged upon 


what was valuable, —“ Truly,” ſays he, I do 
« not ſee, why we ſhould not ſpeak boldly ; and 
bear our teſtimony, though it make the cars 
of the hearers to tingle.” He is cut out for a 
champion in the cauſe of our bleſſed Lord; very 
ſenſible, and much of the gentleman ; bold too 
as a lion, he breathes defiance againſt the world 
and hell, Confiding in his almighty _—_— he 

| cars 
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fears neither the ſcourge of the tongue, nor the 
pomp of power. 3777 hb 

Pleaſe to preſent my affectionate compliments. 
to Mr C*** and to Mr. G. I need not ſoli- 
cit a place in their or your daily interceſſions, be- 
cauſe I am perſuaded neither of you can with» 
hold ſo needful a piece of charity. Accept my 
beſt wiſhes, to which I join my earneſt prayers, 
for your health, your comfort, and happineſs ; 
and believe me, as I am, my dear Doctor, 


Your truly affectionate friend, 
| . | James Hanvey. 


— _ a» _— _—. ——_— 


CT 
. Weſton: Favell, Aug. 30. 1749. 

E have ſeen marvellous things to-day, ſaid 
the people of old; and I may Aa lay, 

I have read marvellous tidings this evening. 

. What! is ** become a ſerious and zealous preach- 2 
er? He that ſo often filled the ſcorner's chair; is . 
he transformed into a ſtrenuous. advocate for the 
goſpel, and a devoted champion of Chriſt ?/ Ne- 
ver, ſurely, was the prophet s exclamation more 
ſeaſonable, Grace! grace]! Zech. iv. 7. How ſove- 
reign its power | bow ſuperabundant its riches! 

I heartily congratulate. you, my dear friend, 
my very dear brother, 1 muſt call you now, on 
this change. And I thank Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, 
that he hath counted you faithful, putting you 
into the miniſtry.—I think the hand of Provi- 
dence, in conducting this affair, is very viſible, 
and much to be regarded. Which muſt give you 

| no 


* 
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no ſmall ſatisfaction, and tend to work, not the 
ſpirit of fear, but of love, and of faith, and of a 
bound mind. n re Artzt 
How honovrable is your new office ! to be an 
envoy from the King of heaven How delight- 
ful your province ! to be continually converſant 
in the glorious. truths of the goſpel, and the un- 
ſearchable riches of Chriſt !—How truly gainful 
your buſineſs ! to win ſouls; this is indeed 
ne eg 4b —an ' everlaſting poſſeſſion.— And how 
illuſtrious the reward, promiſed to your faithful 
ſervice! When the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, 
you ſhall receive a crown of glory, that fadeth 
—:.! QUILT ER © "We ĩͤ AL SIE RIDIIRER 
May we clearly diſcern, and-never forget, what 
a Maſter we ſerve !—ſo glorious, that all the an- 
gels of light "adore him: —ſo gracious, that he 
ſpilt his blood, even for his enemies :—ſo mighty, 
that he has all power in heaven and on earth 
ſo faithful, that heaven and earth may * away, 
much ſooner than one jot or tittle of his word 
fail. And what is his word, what his engage- 
ment to his miniſters? LO, I AM WITH 
YOU ALWAYS. T write it in capitals, be- 
cauſe I wiſh, it may be written in our hearts.— 
Go forth, my dear friend, in the ſtrength of this 
word; and, verily, you ſhall not be confound- 
ed. Plead with your great Lord, plead” for the 
accompliſhment of this word, and the goſpel 
ſhall proſper in your hand. In every exerciſe of 
your miniſterial duty, act an humble faith on this 
wonderful word, and the heart of ſtone ſhall feel, 
the powers of hell fall. —Would to God I had 
health and' ſtrength, I would earneſtly pray for 
| | grace, 


WY > FX YT" WD” EY UIUC ETC 


PAL 2t o 


-good warfare. 


"—_— 


Ler-. o LETTERS. 49 


grace, that I might join, 'vigorouſly join, in this 
But you know, | am like a bleed- 
ing, diſabled ſoldier, and only not fliin. I hope, 
however, I ſhall rejoice to ſee my comrades rout- 
ing the foe, and reaping their laurels ; rejoice . 
to ſee them go on, couquering and to conquer; 
though no longer able to ſhare, either in the toils 
or the triumphs of the day. _ KL 
I believe, it will be no very eaſy matter to pro- 
cure a curate, ſuch-as you will like ; at leaſt, ao 
fuch offers to my obſervation —I heartily wiſh 
your valuable friend Mr , that f.ith in the 
all atoning blood of the Lamb, and that comfort 
in the communications of his Spirit, which may 
ſweetly outbalance the weight ot any ſorrow, and 
enable him to rejoice in tribulation TR 


Remember, now you are a miniſter of God, © 


that your tongue is to be a well of life: you are 
believe in Chriſt, daily to cheriſh your faith 
in Jeſus, that out of your heart may flow rivers 
of living waters; ſuch tides of heavenly. and 
healing truths, as may refreſh the fainting ſoul, 
and animate its feeble graces. 
Pleaſe to preſent my affectionate compliments 
to Mr C-——, and Mr S—  ; engage their pray- 
ers to the Father of compaſſions in my behalf; 
and when you yourſelf draw near to the throne, 
the blood of the everlaſting covenant, 


through 
fail not to remember, | 

_Dear Sir, . | . $144 4 | 
> ob +. OS og 20, nd 
* Henn Vours unalterably, ni 
| ww -/ Janes Heavey., | 
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My 155 Priend, We geen. Faval. Sat. eventing." 
His morning I received your parcel, with | 


a ticket full of the affection o your heart, 
and ſprightlineſs of your temper. —My health | 
languiſhes, but it is a ſingular mercy that. it is not 


- tortured away by racking pains.—l, would do any 


thing to, repair my conſtitution, and prolong my 
life ; that, if it ſhould pleaſe the divine Provi- 
dence to renew my ſtrength, I might devote it 
wholly to his ſervice, and be leſs unprofitable in 
my generation. - But from what I feel, and yet 
9 deſcribe, I have no expeQation %: on 
ind 
I um highly delighted with Withus 4. — 
mia Federum ; he is an author exactly ſuited to my 
taſte; ſo perſpicuous, ſo elegant, ſo orthodox. 
I wich ſuch. a treaſure had Allen! into * dave 
when I ſtudied at the univerſity. 

Llike Mr ***'s ſpirit, only with it was a lit⸗ 
tle more evangelical. Let us ſo act our parts, 
as, Cc. Might not Tully have ſaid the ſame ? 
has not Seneca ſaid as much? Why ſhould: not 

Chriſt Jeſus be the foundation of our hopes? Is 
it leſs rational, leſs comfortable, to ſay with St 
Paul, He that ſpared not his own Son, but 
him up for us all, how ſhall he not with him alſo. 
freely give us all things? 


I heartily pity our Staffordſhire friend. =Chear 
him, ſpeak comfortably to him, let not the con- 


ſideration of his circumſtances increaſe the de- 
es of his ſpirits. | We will never 2 
GEES (1 %» CTA T3 him, 
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a'iling from this ſuecour N Wat are-we ? im 
tence; miſery, fin! I believe he loves the rd 


Jeſus, flies for refuge to the hope ſet before him *, 


in the everlaſting righteouſusſs, and perfect atone” 
ment of Chriſt. He may, therefore, bol dle ſay, 
and apply to himſelf thoſe glorious promiſes : L 
will never leave thee, nor forſake thee. The 
Lord is my helper, and I will not fer what mn in 
ſhall do unto me +. Preſent my tender and af- 
fectionate compliments to him. 

ILam glad you have invited to your houſe, that 
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him; nor ſuffer him to want ſo long as we have 
any thing ourſelves.—I ſaid, We will nor aban-⸗ 
don: — But how poor aud cold the conſolation,” 


L 


eminent friend'of God. and dear friend of yours; | 


the Rev. Mr , (for ſuch I know he is). In ſo 
doing; you certainly act the $4,” and I can- 
not but think the 76 e, even it the judgment 
of the world. — Thus doing, you are in the 
faſhion ; for it is a reigning maxim at court, (the 
court of the bleed and only Potentafe, the Kin 
of kings, and Lord of lords), * Be not forgetful 
to entertain ſtrangers And can there be a more 
worthy ſtranger ¶ Let the elders that rule well, 
be counted worthy of double "Honour, eſpecially 
they who labour in the word and doctrine. You 


know who it is that fays of his faithful miniſters, | 
He that receiveth you, receiveth, me.” Gracious 


and adored Redeemer! ſhall we not receive thee 
into our 1 who, for our Takes, hadſt not 
where to lay thy blefſed head! Waſt an exile iq In 
Epe, a priſoners at the bar; 4 corple in the 
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| takes away the ſtrength of my body, but has 
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ve Pray for me, dear friend, that I may 
w my head in dutiful refignation to the 
divine will; that I may bleſs the and kifs 
the rod that chaſtiſes; and love the Lord who 


given me the blood of his Son. I beſeech Mr 
% to unite his ſupplication with yours; for I 
am fearful, leſt I ſho diſgrace the goſpel in my 
languiſhing moments. 

Upon a repeated review of the hints you have 
wrote to promote the cauſe of religion, I do not 
ſce how to improve them ; only exerciſe your ta- 
lent ; ſtir up the gift of God by s zcalous uſe, 
and yourſelf will be the beſt improver of 
ſuch hints. O! let us work while the day laſts ; 
the Judge is at the door, and eternity at hand. 
May we watch and pray always, that we may 
be found worthy to ſtand before the Son of man 
at his coming. 


Il am ever, | | 
| DR: ago, x 
Janzs Hzxvey, 
— ——— — 
| I. E T T E R IXI. | 


My dear Friend, WP 

Am quite aſhamed to be found fo in 
1 eri your W letter; made 
doubly valuable, b by bringing with it the judici- 
ous, obſervation Mr Four late nent 
has hinted a conſideration, which will always paſs 
for ſome excuſe with m my compaſſionate friends ; 


Mas + earthly tabernacle is 


upheld ' 
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upheld from falling into the duſt, I ſhall always 
have to allege: I mean, a very languid and diſ- 


ordered ſtate of body, And as I number you a- 
mongſt my truly compaſſionate friends, I look 


ed. 3 | 7 , 04:29 
I entirely agree with Mr ***, in his remarks 


d Biſhop's well-meant and pathetic 


ſhould be had to Chriſt Jelas. 
to impotent ſinners, who is exalted to be a Prince 
and a Saviour, to give-repentance and remithon 
2 fins ?—ls __ his precious but bitter paſſion, 

exciting cauſe of eyangelical repentance; ac» 
cording to the teſtimony of the prophet, They 


accepted in the Beloved? 


I amas much pleaſed with that ingenious writer's 


teous ſmite me friendly, and reprove-me. With 
thankfulneſs I ſhall receive, with readineſs ſub- 


mit to correftion,—l am very far from thinking 
| 


ais candour, in tranſmitting the miſtakes to the 


o the diſcredit of the work. I have ſo high an 
Ppinion of his judgment, that if the Father of 
lights ſhould enable me to finiſh the ſmall piece 
am attempting, I ſhould de extremely glad to 
dave every ſheet paſs under the correction of 
ſe b obſerver. rad] 


. T7 


= 


= 


ſhall look on him whom they have pierced, and 
Oh 7 0 A RN tance * 
find favour in the fight of the Lor alt it be | 


obſervations on my own little volumes. Let the righ- 


a ſour critic, On the contrary, I admire _ 
author himſelf, and not trumpeting them abroad | 


Te 


% 


upon myſelf to be acquitted, as ſoon as arraign= 
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To call Siera's mother a Mithanitih lady, is a 
moſt undoubted and palpable: blunder. If the 
divine providence pleaſes to give another edition 
to the book, it ſhall certainly be alte fed. 
As to the frontiſpiece, there was great doabe; 
whether 1 ſhould have any at all. It was firſt 
drawn with a direct crucifix, ſuch as is repreſent- 
ed in the Romiſh churches, and almoſt idolized, 
I fear, by the Chriſtians of that communion. 
For this reaſon, the decoration, though ſketched 
out by my very obliging We was wholly 
omitted in the ſecond edition. Then it was ſug- 
geſted, that a piece of machinery: might ſucceed ; 
be equally expreſſive, and yet unexceptionable; 
which is the import of the preſent figure; our 
Lord, not pourtrayed in the window, nor exhibit- 
ed in imagery,” but riſing from the ſpot, or mirs 
culouſly appearing in the place. — 

With regard to my calling thoſe "AO who 
took up arms againſt King Chirles I. rebels; you 
know it is the avowed tenet” of the chureh of 

England, and the declared ſenſe of our legiſlators. 

If 1 was to alter that expreſſion, | eſpecially ſince 

it has ſtood ſo long, it might probabl iſ 

readers, who are in a contrary way of chinkiog; 
- atleaſt it would give occaſion for ſpeculation,” and 

ſtir up the embers of mutual animoſity, which; 1 

hope, are now ſleeping, and upon the point of 

being extinguiſhed. For my part, I look upon 

King Charles as one of the beſt men, that ever 

filled a throne ;; and eſteem the Puritans as ſome 
of the moſt zealous Chriſtians, that ever appear- 
ed in our land. Inſtead of inveighing againſt 

— I would lament the misfortune of * 

at, 
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de; in ſuch conſcientious ſubjectss. 
. © Walhing away fins by baptiim, is a ſcriptural ex- 


ſtrong in faith ; giving glory, 
nation, and comfortable hope, to God our Sa- 
viour.—I hope, he iptends to 


2 
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that, through ſome deplorable miſmanagement, 
they knew one another no better, and valued one 
another no more. Otherwiſe, how happy might 
they have been? they, in ſo devout a ſovereign ; 


\ 


preſſion:“ And now, ſays Anarnias to the convert- 


ed perſecutor; © why tartieſt thou? Ariſe, and be 
baptized, and waſh away thy ſins.“ Where, 1 


ſuppoſe, waſhing with water, which is the ſign, 
is put for the application of the Lamb's blood, 
which is the bleſſing ſigned.— This, I apprehend, 


extends to native impurity, as well as committed 


iniquity, ſince they both render us children of 
wrath. Not that it implies an extirpation of oti- 


| inal corruption, but refers to its condemning. 


power; which is done away, when the atoning 
merits of Chriſt's death are applied and ſealed to 
the ſoul.— Upon the whole, I think the expreſ- 

fon is juſtifiable.” Vet, if 'Mr * * , remon- 
ſtrance had come ſooner, it ſhould have been 
more explicit in its meaning, and more guarded 
from poſſibility of 'miſtake. And was I called 
upon to explain my ſentiments, I ſhould take leave 
to borrow Mr“ s words. 1 B00 

Pleaſe to preſent my moſt affectionate compli- 


ments to him; and let him know, I acknowledge 


myſelf obliged to him, for his valuable remarks; 


and ſhall be ſtill more obliged, if he pleaſęs ſome- 
times to remember me- in his effectual fervent 


ayers ; that I may, though weak in body, be 
y by a thankful refig- 


publiſh his diſcourſe 


D 4 upon 


BR 
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upon the ſubject that has given me ſatisfaction. 


— 
* 


G tion, 
| ah pe in an amiable and endearing light, that 
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upon the Chriſtian ſabbath. I think, ſuch a trea · 
tile is not a little wanted. I have ſeen nothing 


Tranſmit my moſt cordial affection to good Mr 


| #0, I dearly love him, and rejoice in the ex- 


peRation of meeting him, in the everlaſting king- 
dom of our glorious Redeemer, How inconfider- 
able, what a perſect nothing, is the difference of 

reaching in a cloak or in a gown, fince we both 
hold the head, both are united to the ſame Sa- 
viour, and have acceſs by the ſame Spirit to the Fa- 
ther. | affure him his name has been conſtantly 
mentioned in my poor interceſſions, ever ſince he 
favoured me with his friendly and edifying epiſtle. 
Tell him I am making ſome faint attempts to re- 
commend to the world a doctrine, which is muſic 
to his ears, and better than a cordial to his heart: 
The righteouſneſs of Immanuel, freely imputed 


to wretched ſinners, for their complete juſtifica- 


and "everlaſting acceptance. I would alſo 


recious privilege of the goſpel, ſanctifica- 
tion of our hand = K je ob through 
the power of the blefled Spirit; and give, if the 
Lord ſhould enable, a 3 picture of death, 
ſtripped of his horrors, and appearing as an 


uſher, commiſſioned by the court of heaven, to 
Introduce us before the Prince of the kings of the 


earth. Beſeech my worthy friend to aſſiſt me 
with his prayers to the Father of mercies, and 


Fountain of light, that if I write, it may not be 


I, but the Spirit of the Lord Jeſus that writeth 
by me, enabling blindneſs itſelf to find out . 


* 
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able words, and to hit the avenues of pleaſure and 


r e ekt 
I uam glad to hear that the ſecond part of dun- 


- day-T houghts is come abroad. Pray do not fail to 


let Mr */* have fix ſets for me betore Thurjday - 
morning; becauſe he has another parcel to tranſ- 
mit to me this week, in which thoſe may with 
convenience be incloſed.—You have paid me an 
obliging compliment; beg of the bleſſed God, 
dear Sir, that 1 may not be puffed up with yain 
conceit of myſelf or my writings. Ol that earth 
and aſhes, that guilt and ſin, ſhould be proud! 
What ſo unreaſonable? yet what ſo natural? May 
the Lord of glory rebuke this arrogant ſpirit; 
and teach my ſoul to be humble, to be evermore 


dependent on his aid, as a weaned child. 


As to yourentering into holy orders, I have no 
manner of doubt; by all means do it. It is what 
1 have been praying for theſe ſeveral years; it is 
what all the diſciples of Chriſt are directed to im- _ 
plore at the Lord. s hand, that he would ſend many 


ſuch labourers into his vineyard. As God has 


inclined your heart to the work ; as he has given 


you ſo clear a knowledge of the truth as it is in 


Jeſus; and ſtirred you up to be zealous for the 


x intereſts of a bleeding Saviour; I aſſurr you, if 
the King would make me a biſhop, one of the 


firſt acts of my 72 office ſhould be to or- 
dain the author of Sunday-Thoughts.—l hope the 
Lord will guide you with his Spirit, will com- 


miſſion you to feed his flock, and make you a 
choſen inſtrument of bringing many aners to 
Chriſt, many ſons unto glory. — Pray, do not 
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think your letters are troubleföme; they are al- 


3 


ways Pleaſing, always chearing to. enn 
1 E C132 : 
01-446 t 26 Dear Sir, & Se el M nes a We 
e Tour very ſincere, uid, _ 
oo OS EOS 3.2997 U 
5 HER | 3.0808 affeAionate aA &c. ; 
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x. E T- > * * er- 
| My dhar' Friend,.. 2 e 110 ee 


A ſent me ſome time ago, your tranſlation 
of Zimmermannus. I was fo engaged in urgent 
buſineſs, that I really had not leiture, and ſo op- 
preſſed with bodily weakneſs, that J had not 
ability, to undertake the office of comparing it 
with the original. I added my ſolicitation to 
yours, and preſſed * * to reviſe, and, if need 
be, correct the manuſcript ; and I would beg of 
you, my dear friend, not to be haſty in publiſh- 
ing. In this affair, Jam for following the ex- 
ample of Fabius, Cunctand6'refiituit rem. 
If I have not been punctual in anſwering your 
letter, aſcribe it to the uſual, which is indeed the 
true cauſe: I mean; to a failure of ſtrength, and 
languor of ſpirits, which both difincline and dif- 
qualify me for every thing. The winter has made 
me a ptiſoner. I have not been any farther than 
the church theſe two months. May you and all 
the miniſters of the bleſſed Jeſus, be anointed 
with the Holy Ghoſt and with power ! May you, 
in imitation of our divine Maſter, go about do- 
ing much fpirirual good, ana ſhedding abroad 
the favour of his moſt e name. O 4 


= fy. ze ds 3220 I A > 7 | TT ww * —_ ” 1 


Li 6g. '6P ND ERS. 39 
had ftrength't I would then pray earneſtly that 1 
might go and do likewiſe. = 97 5 ne 4d 


Since it is repreſented, that I have engaged to 
"reface the tranſlation | of Zinner mammut I will 


not baulk the expectations of my valued friend, 


though I aſſure you | ſhall addreſs my ſelf to it 
with ſome trepidation: ſenſible that ĩt will carry 
too aſſuming an air, and ſeem as though, from 


being an obliged author, I ſhould take upon me 
to act as dictator, and direct che nne 


wraps: of books. Bron tho vil iis amy yd 
* voon alkionaely, Ve: 


: 
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LETTER Law, 


15 dear Friend; LO 1 alt 

Received your — am 88 lens vou 
have been ill; heartily wiſh you a re- eſta- 
bliſhment of your health ; 4 ſhall be glad, when 
it ſuits your inclination and W to 
ou at Weſton. f 

I am glad are begianiige en your 
children. I you will be enabled to feed 
Chriſt's lambs, and diſpenſe to them the milk of 
the word, as they mores able to bear it AA n- 
deed you ap pply to a wrong perſon for advice. I 
make ſome efforts, it is true, to diſcharge thid duty, 
but not to my own ſatisfaction; and great will be 
the glory of divine grace, if it is to the edification 
of my people. My time for catechizing is during 
the ſummer; when the da long, and the 
weather is warm. But; I think, you do right to 


1 


conform to the uſual cuſtom of catechizing in Lent. 


My method is, to aſł eaſy queſtions, and trach 


4 the 
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the children very ſhort and eaſy anſwers.—The 
Lord's prayer was the laſt ſubject of our expla- 
nation.--In ſome ſuch manner 1 proceeded :--Wh 
is this prayer called the Lord's prayer ? Becauſe 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt taught it us. Why is Chriſt 
called our Lord? he bought us with his 
blood. —Why does he teach us to call God Fa- 
ther? That we may go to him, as children to a 
Father. How do children go to a Father? With 
faith, not doubting but he will give them what 
they want. Why our Father in heaven ? That 
we may pray to him with reverence. What is 
meant by God's name? God himſelf and all his 
perfections.— What by hallowed ? That he may 
be honoured and glorified. —How is God to be 
bonoured ? In our hearts, with our tongues, and 
by our lives, Cc. Cc. a 4 
On each queſtion I endeavour to comprehend, 
not all that may be ſaid, but that only which 
may be moſt level to their capacities, and is moſt 
neceflary for them to know. The anſwer to each 
queſtion 1 den in the moſt familiar manner 
poſſible; ſuch a manner, as a polite hearer might 
perhaps treat with the moſt ſovereign contempr. 
ittle ſimiles I uſe that are quite low, fetched 
non ex academia, fed e triuis.— In every explana- 
tion. I would be ſhort, but re it again and 
again. Tautology, in this caſe, is the true 
priety of ſpeaking. And to our little auditors, 
the crambe repetita will be better than all the 


1 to explain to them principally the 
Cereed, the Lord's prayer, and the commandments. 
| + What relates to the two lacraments, at cs 
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I do not attempt to ſet before them: let them 
firſt have ſome tolerable notion of the former. 
I fancy, had berter proceed in the ſame me- 
thod. If Iknow your ſentiments about baptiſm a- 
right, with which our catechiſm begins, I ſhould 
apprehend, it would be maſt. prudent to go im- 
 mediately to the great fundamentals. However, 
pray to the Lord, whoſe work you work ; and he 
who _ all-wiſe will direct you! he who 1s all- 
pow will proſper. you.— Pray give my very 
affectionate — to * . Through the 
everlaſting righteouſneſs of our Redeemer, I hope 
to meet them in the world of glory; and there 
he that is feeble, will be as David. | 
$$ $544 6 8 Yours fincerely, G. 


_—_— 4; 
Dear Sir, MWeſten-Favell, April 5. 1950. 
HEN * 2 — Hoſea — 6. ay To 
namely. are deſtroyed for 
lack of y — 4 — thou haſt rejected 
knowledge, I will alſo reject thee, that thou ſhale 
be no prieſt to me: ſeeing thou haſt forgotten the 
law of thy God, I will alſo forget thy children. 
As they were increaſed, ſo they finned againſt 
me; therefore will 1 their glory into 
ſhone ;*]-—when, I ſay, you meditate on this ter- 
rifying text, compare it with Hoſea xi. 8. & 9. 
xXii1, 9. & 12,—xiv. 1. & 2. [namely, * How ſhall 
I give thee up, Ephraim? how ſhall I deliver thee, 
Iſrael? how ſhall I make thee as Admab ? how 
ſhall I ſet thee as Zeboim? Mine heart is turned 
within me, my repentings are kindled n, 158 


„ A. 4 


* 9 


Ix merits, —to' your own comfort. 
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anger. 1 


I will dot execute the fierceneſs of mine 
ilk not return tu deſtroy Ephraim; for I am God, 


and not man, the Any One in "they midſt of _—y 
Hof: xi. 8. & 9. 3 


In the next bee Chriſt Gets * only re- 
medy for our miſery, I namely, O Mael, thou 


haſt deſtroyed thyſelf, but in ux is thine help.— 


The iniquity” of Epbraim i is bound up. his fan 1s 


hid,” H/ Xii. O & 12. ]) 
In the laſt paſſage is preſcribed the * s of 


applying the remeiy to your on ſoul, namely, 


« O,1f ae), return unto the Lord thy God, for thou 
haſt fallen by thine iniquity.— Take with you 


words, and turn to the Lord, ſay unto him, 


Take away al iniquity; and receive us graciouſly ; 
ſo will we render the calves ↄt our lips,” (or ſpi- 
ritual ſacrifices of the heart, not calves with horns 


and hoofs), He xiv. 1. & 2 

Fray take theſe texts into uent conſidera- 
tion, or elſe you vill do a THREEFOLD. injury, 

vit. to the divine mercies,—to the Redcemer's 


Be it that guilt is great, vet is it boundleſs ? 
Is it infinite, like the kindneſs of God through 
Chriſt ? HRemember what meſſage our Lord ſent 
to Peter after his fall; what offers he made at Je- 


ruſelem, after it had murdered the Prince of gy . 


how eminently uſeful and happy he made 
after the commiſſion of 9 enormous crimes. He 
+}; I is 

* The edlebrited-Dr te ee ebe work, 
entitled the H:ftorical! account of the. life and reign of New 


has this reflection. 
Happy for mankind. chat there is fuch an inſtance (an 4 


42 aasee of falling virtue and recovering guilt !—An 


5 . 


—"m 


is the WF OT long-ſtffering, fn-forgiving 
God, to-day, yeſterday, and for ever. 
Beware, dear Sir, that you add not unbeller 5 
the greateſt of fins, the moſt provoking of fins, 
the moſt deſtructive of ſins), to all your other of- 
fences. We have trampled upon the divine laws; 
and defiled our own ſouls; but let us not charge the 
divine declarations with ALSsEHO Od, let us not 
make our God a LIAR. I am ſure God loves you, 
and Chriſt intercedes for you; elſe whence chis 
ſearching of your beart, this acknowledgment of 
guilt, this ſelf-condemnation, and thirſt _— . 
doning and ſanctifying grace? 0 
Another proof to me, à very evident and wo 
nant proof, that the bleſſed God has very ten- 
der and particular concern for your eternal wel- 
fare, is, his diſconcerting your ſchemes; than 
which nothing, [ think, could be more effectu- 
ally calculated, to waft you along the ſmooth 
ſtream of infenfibility” 0 PReafure; ! into 8 pit c 


of perdition: 4 


of exalted picty, and ro raiſe the and, price of humble 
itence ; to abate th ride of ſclf-jufficiency, and ſupport 
the hope of frailty o can confide in his on ſtrength, 
when he ſees a Dow fallen? and who can deſpair of divine 
mercy, when he ſees him forgiven ? Sad triumph of ſim over 
all that is great and excellent in man ! glorious triumph of re- 
— nce, over all that is ſhameful and dreadful in ſin.— Mil- 
have fallen, have ſinned as Dav1D, but who everrepent- 
cd and recovered like him !—Revolve his whole life before the 
affair of Uriab! It is almoſt one train of a wiſe, a generous, - 
5 and a valiant conduct? Revolve his whole life from the 
our of this guilt, and you will find it little elſe than one train 
of humiliation and repentance before God; and this too, even 
after the aſſurance of pardon, from the mouth of God himſelf 
by his prophet Nathan ; which is the higheſt. proof of a refined 
pier and exalted virtue. 
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miſed, Where two or three are gathered toge- 
« ther in my name, there am I in the midſt of 
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Let this, though a thorn in the fleſh, be a to- 


ken for good. —He that has begun to reſcue you, 
will accompliſh his gracious purpoſe.—Ere long, 
I truſt this new ſong will be put into your mouth; 
* The ſnare is broken, and I am delivered,” Pal. 
exxiv. 7. Be of good comfort, dear Sir, for with 
the Lord there is mercy and pleateous redemp- 
tion, P/al. cxxx. 7. "mer 

Read by way of conſolation Mſanaſſeb's humili- 


ation, 2 Chron.'xxxiii. 12. 13.—And ſee likewiſe - 


God's graci us dealings, even with Reboboam him- 
ſelf, 2 Chron. xii. 6. 7. 8 1 


Don't indalge diſpiriting ideas or have ned 8 


thoughts of the God of everlaſting compaſſio 


oh how weak is our faittr!—Read and ſtudy well 


that exellent and comfortable little tract, Libo- 
rius Zimmermannus, de eminentia cognitionit Cbri- 
fti.—Converſe with ſome experienced Chriſtians, 
and remember what our bleſſed Saviour has pro- 


% them.” — We never make any doubt but our 
friends (<tpecially if they be rhe diſtinguiſhed ſer- 
vants of Jeſus) will fulfil their promiſes; yet we 
queſtion (fie upon us, fie upon us for our unbe- 
lief) whether the divine Matter himſelf will ac- 
compliſh his word. _ A 
I am, dear Sir, with much eſteem, and with 


much concern tor your preſent and eternal wel- 


fare, | 


E Yours very fincerely, 
ego ng e Jags Hzaver... 
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Dear Siſter, Meſton-Favell, May 27. 17 50. 
HE country is now in its perfection. Every 
buſh a noſegay, all the ground a piece of 
embroidery; on each tree the voice of melody, in 
every grove a concert of warhling muſic. The air 
is enriched with native perfumes, and the whole 
creation ſeems to ſmile. Such a pleaſing, improving 
change has taken __ becauſe, as the p/alm;, 
expreſſes it, God has ſent forth his Spirit, and 
renewed the face of the earth. —Such a refining 
change takes place in mankind, when God is 
leaſed to ſend: his Holy Spirit into the heart. 
Let us therefore humbly and: earneſtly ſeek thi 
influences of this divine Spirit. All our ſuffici> 
is from this divine Spirit, dwelling in our 
hearts, and working in us both to will and to do. 
Without his aids, we are nothing, we have no- 


thing; we can do nothing. Would we believe in 
Chriſt; to the ſaving of our ſouls ? we muſt receive 


wer from on high, and be enabled by this divine 
piritz for no man can ſay, that Jeſus is the Lord, 
or exerciſe true faith on his merits, but by the Holy 
Ghoſt ?— Would we be made like unto Chriſt? It 
can be done only by this divine Spirit. We are 
transformed-into the ſame image, Cracks a 


not by any ability of our own, but by the Spirit of 


the Lord. Would we be ſet on the right hand of 


our Judge at the laſt day? This is the mark that will 


diſtinguiſh us from the reprobates, and number us 
with his faithful people. For unleſs a man, un- 
leſs a woman, have the Spirit of Chriſt, they are 
none of his.— But, ſince we infinitely need this 
iying Spirit, is the God ot 


enlightening and ſancti 
Vor. VI. Ne 26. 


heaven 
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heaven equally willing to give it? He is; indeed 
he is. To obtain this gift for us ſinners, his own 
Son bled to death on the croſs. That we may 
made partakers of this gift, he intercedeth — 
right hand of his Father: and he has paſſed his 
word; he has given us a ſolemn promiſe, men . 
we aſk,-we ſhall receive it. See, que: ye and. 
EN ages Lake xi. 13. 12 
From your CO Ho brother, 6 Ge. 
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20 dear Friend, June 28. 17 pods: 'r 
I you chide, I muſt aims Pray where was 
F your warrant, where your commiſſion, to im- 
preis me into this journey? However, as be- 
comes a good Chriſtian, ert . 5 
accomplice *. 

At St Abban's Bade weary, * difpirided; was 
loath,” could not prevail on myſelf to defire Doc- 
tor Coton's company at the inn, and was ſcarce + 
able to'crawl to his houfe. Believe me, I fincere- 

ty honour, and cordially love, the worthy: doc- 
tor. Though I am naturally ſhy; I hould wati 
no ſolicitations to wait on ſo very ingenious and 
improving a friend; a pleaſure I promife myſelf, 


af Providence brings me back alive. We got to 
took 


Lands about three o clock on Saturday. 
up my lodgings, not at my brother's after the 
fleſh; but with the brother of my heart. On San- wh 
day he preached with his uſual fervour, and ad- do) 
miniſtered the ſacrament to a great number of but 
very ſerious communicants.— He delights in the : 

. ag * miniſtry, and embraces ney oppor» coun 
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tunity of preaching the everlaſting goſpel. He 
is, indeed; in labours more — Dear w- 
what a p attern of zeal, and miniſterial fidelit l 
our — friend] and God rewards him with 
joy unſpeakable. God alſo fulfils to him, in a re- 
marka ble manner, his gracious promiſe, They 
that honour me, I will honour.“ This day he was 
moſt reſpectfully entertained at the houſes of two 
noblemen. What a moſt exalted ſatisfaction muſt 
he enjoy in attending theſe great perſonages. not 
to cringe for favours,” but to ly upon them an 
everlaſting obligation; not to aſſ their (intereſts 
at court, but to be the miniſter of their reconcili⸗ 
ation to the King of kings Thus far was wrote 
on Sunday night; but was hindered from finiſh- 
ing ſoon enough for the poſt. Monday morning— 
Yeſterday our indefatigable friend renewed his la- 
bour of love, and with ſuch afliduity, that I had 
not ſpirĩts to attend, what he had ſtrength tert 
ecute. He preached to à crouded audience, a 
multitudes went away for want of room. In 
the midſt of this audience; was aclergyman in his 
canonical dreſs; a ſtranger; his name I could not 
learn; he behaved with exemplary ſeriouſneſs, 
and expreſſed much ſatisfaction. One day laſt 
week I was moſt agreeably ſurpriſed. Drinking tea 
at a friend's houſe, a perſon knocked at the door: 
the ſervant-brought: word, that it was a ſtranger. 
who deſired to ſpeak with Mr Hervey. | And who 
do you think it was One whom I tenderly love, 
but never expected to ſer again. It was the ac- 
compliſhed and amiable Mr %, We took ſweet: 
counſel. together at Gaius mine hoſt's, and with- 


ed ous another a happy meeting in the world of 
E 2 DEW glory. 
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+ glory.—My fellow-traveller ſaw your letter, and 
di me tell you, that if you are chained to the 
.. oar, the chains are of your own making. Dear 
Sir, preach the glorious goſpel. Be an ambaſſa- 
dor of the moſt high God. Devote yourſelf to 
this moſt important, moſt noble ſervice ; and 
your divine Maſter, I hope, will furniſh you with 
employ, and open. a door for your uſefulneſs. 
The fruit of ſuch labours will abide ; and our 
friend is a proof, in what „ in what joy, 
are ſown.— My nature is ſo very, 
very feeble, that I find no benefit from the change 


of air, nor from the enjoyment of the moſt . 


ſing ſociety.— Ever S * | 
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. "Lavin. 


Dear Sir, | | London, Sept. 4+ 17 80. | 
UR dear friend ** is much engaged in ma- 
king intereſt: to ſucceed the miniſter of *, 
who, though eo pars mah is ill enough to a- 
larm of neig preachers. O! 
1 E ſhall bring 
moſt glory to the crucified King of heaven, and 
love moſt ardently his all-gracious and infinitely- 
amiable Majeſty! A ſtrife this, which will not 
foment, but deſtroy rein paſſions ; in which 


ſtrife, angels will be our —_— n 


and joy, the everlaſting prize. 
I with our dear friend 3 the rich anoint 
ings of God's Spirit in compoſing, and the 
ful preſence of God's Spirit in delivering, his 4 
firmary-ſermon. ' My moſt cordial loye is ever 
his, and ever yours. | 
| Thank 


AQ. on 3 2 © 
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Thank you I do fincerely, for your prayers to 


God in my behalf; and Oh! how ſhall I thank 


ſufficiently him, who procured acceſs for us thro' 


his blood! We often remember you, and wiſh 
and pray, that you may be a burning and a ſhining. 


light in your generation. Dear friend, adieu. 


— ä 


LB TT; ER LEVI. >. 
My dear Friend, Sept. 11. 1750. 
Received your laſt favour. It was without 
date, but very welcome. We have loſt our 
zealous friend, for ſeveral days. He has been 
diſplaying the banner of the goſpel at *, and 
gathering together the diſperſed of T{rae/. We 
admire the hero that wins battles, takes towns, 
and leaves trophies of his victories in every place. 
But where will all ſuch toils, and the very re- 


membrance of them be, when the monuments of 
his labours endure for ever in heaven? | 
Thanks for your ſubſcription : I have procured 

more of another friend. I ſhall ſoon be a' poor 


man, here are ſo many neceſſitous objects. And 
-who can bear to be in affluence, while ſo many fel- 
low-creatures are in deplorable want? | Eſpecially, 
if we remember him, who, though he was rich, 


for our fake become poor; and had not where, 
(O! marvellous, marvellous abaſement !), had 
not where to lay his head. 


This night dear Mr * * is with us; returned 
from his expedition, full of life, and rich with 


ſpoils ; ſpoils won from the kingdom of dark- 
neſs, and conſecrated to the Captain of our ſalva- 
tion. —I have been prevailed on to fit for my pic- 


32 3 ture. 
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ture. If evet portrait was the ſhadow. of a ſha- 


dow, mine is ſuch. Ol that I may be renewed 
after the amiable image of the bleſſed ſeſus; and 
when I awake up after his likeneſs, I ſhall be ſa- 


guage to me unuſual. I generally comprehend 
my dear friend in ſuch petitions, and make his 
eternal intereſts inſeparable, from my own. — On 
Sunday I heard the admired Mr. His text was 


Rom. v. 1. His doctrine evangelical. The faith 
which purifies the heart, and works by love; the 


. imputed: righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, compre- 
hending both his active and paſſive obedience ; 
the operation of the bleſſed Spirit, in producing 
this {ound and lively faith; were the ſubſtance of 


word of his grace; remaining inviolably yours, &c. 


— 


WG Bp vo eee ot en 
= My dear Friend. London, Oct. 23. 1750. 
| S-your ſtay in town was ſo ſhort, we could 


not expect to ſee you. On Sunday after- 
noon your old acquaintance Mr * called upon 


me, fat about an hour, inquired after you, and 


talked as became the Chriftian character, and the 


ſacred day. The converſation was perfectly plea- 


fing ; but the ſubjects, whether we were led to 
them by chance, or directed to them by Provi- 
dence, were peculiarly noble and important. I 
know that my Redeemer liuetb, &c. Job xix. Be- 
bold my ſervant | ſhall deal prudently,” &c. J. lii.— 


We expect to fee our dear friend **, in a little 


time. 
. . ö 


tisfied with it! This wiſh is breathed in a lan- 


his diſcourſe. I commit you, my dear friend, to 
the tender mercies of our God, and the powerful 


( n 
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time. O! that we may meet each other, and 
daily converſe in the fulneſs of the bleſſings of 
the goſpel of _ Il fay no more about poor 
Mrs *, perhaps, my concern for her may be 
uncommonly tender, becauſe there have few days 
paſſed, fince | knew her, in which I have not made 
mention of her name, in my prayers for the af-. 
flicted. May the God of wiſdom teach you, and 
the God of power enable you, to do always ſuch 
things as are acceptable in his ſight through Jeſus 
Chriſt ! And may the Father of compaſſions make 
her ſorrows bring forth the peaceable fruits of 
righteouſneſs, and iſſue in everlaſting joy — 1 
hope, the truly-valuable Dr“ and his family 
took knowledge of you, that you had been with 
Chriſt. Let us ſtudy, let us labour, to ſpread a- 
broad the ſavour of his bleſſed name; who ſuffer- 
ed the vengeance due to all, — to all our ſins. 
That his preſence may be with you, and his love 
be in you, is the invariable wiſh: f 
9115 Tłͤ0our affectionate, . 


: . 
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” 
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My dear Friend, London, Nov. 1 5. 19750. 
Have communicated your two meſſages to * 
he is now with his old acquaintance ar *. 
On Sunday he preached morning and afternoon at 
LV church. May his word prove a ſeed of life 
and immortality to the hearers On Tueſday he 
and Mr ** breakfaſted with us: the talk turned 
principally upon the myſtic writers. Dr ** be- 
gan to warm a little, to hear Mr ““ inveigh 
pretty ſharply againſt them. But by giving a 
725 E 4 ſoft 


re 
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ſoft anſwer, and making conſiderable conceſſions 
in their behalf, Mr ** cooled, and qualified all. 
He ſpoke with remarkable command of temper, 
and, I think, with great ſolidity of judgment. 
] wiſh it may leſſen our valuable friend H——'s 
attachment to thoſe authors; which, 1 believe, 
is immoderate, and, I fear, is pernicious.ä—I 
heartily wiſh your children may recover, and live 
to be a comfort to their father, an honour to their 
religion.—lI have received Dr D—'s remarks; 
very judicious, and equally faithful. I ſcarce 
know any friend, who has ſo true a taſte, and 
ſo much ſincerity. Fiet Ariftarchus, is the cha- 
racter he deſerves. 1152 is c 
Yeſterday a ſerious diſſenter from the country 
came to ſee me. God had freed him from a ſpi- 
rit of bigotry, and made my book acceptable to 
him. O] that we may all love one another, and 


bear with one another; ſo fulfil the law, and 


follow the example of Chriſt. In the New Jeru- 
alem, that city of the living God, all our little 
differences of -opinion, as well as all the remain- 
ders of corruption, will fall off. In the light of 
God's countenance, we ſhall ſee the truth clearly, 
and enjoy the life, the life of heaven and eternity, 
perfectly. O! that we may love that amiable and 
adorable Being every day, every hour more and 
more; who, though the King immortal and in- 
viſible, gave his own Son to bleed and die for 
worms, for rebels; for you, my dear friend, and 
for your unworthy, but truly affectionate, Cc. 


IL. E T- 
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eee 

y dear Friend. November 20. 17% 
Reſent my very age acknowledgments 

L to our obliging fri 

i 


end Mr . ] rejoice in 
s lines, as they are a pledge of his affection and 
friendſhip ; but I really am under apprehenſions 
from them, as they are to be a public encomium 
on my character, leſt they ſhould" make me think 
more highly of myſelf than I ought to think: 
Oh! may the high and lofty One, who inhabits 
eternity, and dwells with the humble heart, 
vouchſafe to defend me from all the inſinuations 
of pride. To be ſure, this is a trying occaſion : 
for laudari a laudatis, is no common honour. —[ 
would beg leave to poſtpone the publication of the 
verſes, till the mezzotinto plate is. finiſhed,” and 
the print ready to be ſold. - Becauſe, if ſuch a 
recommendation appears at ſuch a juncture, Iam 
rſuaded, it will cauſe a demand for the picture, 
and further its ſale. Good heavens ! who would 
ever have thought, that ſo mean a name, and fo 
obſcure a perſon, ſhould appear in the world with 
ſuch an air of ſignificancy? Oh I that it may be 
for the glory of that ever bleſſed and adorable 
Being, who manifeſts his tranſcendent excel] 
moſt chiefly in ſhewing mercy, When you heard 
of Mr **'s death, did you not immediately think 
of the prophet's declaration ? Al fleſh rs graſs, and 

all the goodlineſs thereof as the flower of the: field. 
Did you not alſo ardently defire, and reſolve to 
ſeck for, an aſſured: intereſt in the promiſes of 
that word, which. endureth for ever? May the 
God of grace ſeal thoſe promiſes to N 
2 y 
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by his bleſſed Spirit; and witneſs with our ſpirits, 
that we are the objects of his love, and heirs of 
his kingdom! Then we may defy death, and 
boldly bid the king of terrors do his worſt, —*# js 
making an excurſion to , and to —, May 
the Lord God of hoſts go forth wich his ſervant, 
and make him terrible to the infernal enemy, as 
an army with banners; welcome to poor ſinners, 
as the refreſhing dews after patching heat. Ho 
my foul longs to be employed in the ſame ſacred, 
bleſſed cauſe! Does not yours alſo throb with the 
{ame deſires 7—I can no more. Supper waits 
for me. Adieu. All ſpiritual bleſſings be mul- 
tiplied upon you, and ever yours, Goc. 


erer LI. | 
_ © "My dear Friend, December 8. 175. 
Hy do you ſay Z:immermannus is too com- 
fortable for you ? The comfort of Chri- 
ſtianity is the fweet allurement to draw us to hea- 
ven, and the powerful inſtrument to fit us for 
heaven. If our affections are attached to the 
world, the comfort of Chriſtianity is ordained, 
to wean us from its vanities, and win us to God. 
If we have finned, the love of the Lord Jefus 
Chriſt is the moſt ſovereign means of wounding 
our hearts, and bringing us to repentance. When 
Nathan ſaid unto David, The Lord hath put away 


thy fin, thou ſhalt not die; then it is ſuppoſed, he 
ned the xxxiid p/a/m, and poured out his ſoul 
unreſerved confetfion. When the bleſſed Jefus 
turned, and looked upon Peter, then his con- 
ſcience ſmote him deep; then he went out, and 
wepr bitterly. And how did his dear Maſter look ? 
vo WAS 
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was it a reſentful, u een menacing glance ? 
Quite the reverſe. this your promiſed fidelity ? 
this your kindneſs for your find ? Ah! Peter { 
Peter / I feel more from your perſidy than from 
all the inſults of my enemies. But I know your 
weakneſs, and I am going to die for your guilt. 
Willingly, willingly, 1 lay down my life, that 
this ſin may never be laid to your charge. Such 
was the language of that gracious look. I do 
not wonder that it fetched a flood of tears from 
his eyes. I find it impoſſible to refrain, on the 
bare meditation on it. Ol that the adorable Re- 
deemer may manifeſt his all- forgiving goodneſs in 
our ſouls, and ſure it will overcome our moſt ſtub- 
born corruptions. What can withſtand ſuch 
heavenly love —I know ** : and think you have 
a peculiar privilege in having opportunity and a- 
bility to ſuccour ſo ſincere a Chriſtian.” He will 
more than repay you with his prayers,” What- 
ſoever you do for him, I am perſuaded, will be 
done unto Chriſt. And who can do enough for 
him, who deſpiſed the ſhame, and endured. the 

croſs for us 2 writing- paper came ſaſe ; 
and I would have returned it to the ſtationer as 
too coarſe, but has, fince its arrival, been 
ſeized ; ſeized in the king's name, by one of the 
king's officers. Pray, have you taken care to pay 
duty? have you not been deficient in ſome in- 
ſtance or other? O1 faid Gt my hoſt, 
when he heard of its coming back, it is good 
enough for me; it will juſt ſuit my purpoſe; 1 
wanted ſuch a ſupply.; ſo it is in his hands, to be 
employed in the ſervice of a great king; 2 name 
Ne: can guels ; whole goodneſs you he expe 


: rienced; 


* 
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rienced; and for whoſe honour, I hope, we (hall 
all be rely zealous. What ſay you? will you 
turn the forfeiture into a free gift, by ſendi 
your full conſent to the deed ?—Our dear frien 
has been viſited with a fever; attended by the 
doctor every day this week: but, bleſſed be God, 
is, we truſt, upon the eve of a thorough recovery. 
He talks of preaching to-morrow, but I ſhall uſe 
my utmoſt intereſt to diſſuade him. Let him de- 
fiſt for a while, that he may perſiſt for a long ſea- 
ſon.— We have but a ſmall ſhare of **'s compa- 
ny. O] that we may meet where we ſhall part 
no more, fin no more.—Adieu Ever yours, &c. 


: " 
- 
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neren. 
My very dear Friend. Dec. 20. 1750. 
OUR letter found me, after a conſiderable 
delay in its paſſage, where do you think? 
Where I never expected to go any more ;—found 
me at London! From whence I write this, and 
return you my ſincereſt thanks. Prevailed on by 
the repeated importunity of my friends, I came 
by eaſy ſtages to town, in order to try whether 
ange of air may be of any ſervice to my decay- 
ed conſtitution; for my - worthy phyſician Dr 
has declared, that nothing, which he can 
preſcribe, is likely to adminiſter any relief. 
I have reaſon to be convinced, from the ac- 
counts which your letter brings, and from the re- 
can which I receive in this place, that here we 
av 


e no, continuing city. Thanks, everlaſting 
thanks to the divine goodneſs, which has prepa- 
red for us a inanfion, not made with hands, eternal 

in 
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in the heavens; a manſion, whoſe Builder, whoſe 
Maker, and whoſe glory is God.—Not only the 
diſappointment, but even the acquiſition of our 
defires, beſpeaks the emptineſs of the world. But 
what a complete felicity, what an all- ſatisfying 
| n the enjoy ment of God be! When 
- I awake up after thy. likeneſs, (and am admitted 
to ſtand in thy beatific preſence), I ſhall be ſatis - 
Ged with i n ani > Ae TY WEED 
I pitied, as I read poor Miſs * * caſe; There 
cannot be a keener diſtreſs, than a conſcience that 
is awakened, and a heart that deſponds. — 
ſpirit of a man will ſuſtain his other infirmities, - 
a wounded. ſpirit — 4 44 bear ? A Lair ſpirit 
was the bittereſt ingredient, even in the cup of 
our Lord's exquiſitely- ſevere ſufferings. He that 
bore the racking tortures of crucifixion, without a 
complaint, cried lamentably, wept blood, when 
the arrows of the Almighty were within him. 
Then his ſoul was ſorrowful, exceeding ſorrowful, 
ſorrowful even unto death. This dejection of our 
adored Maſter ſhould be our conſolation; his 
nies are our eaſe; he was deeply ſorrowful. 
hat we might be always rejoicing. To believe, 
that he was wounded. for our fins, and bruiſed for 
our iniquities,; that he was deſtitute, afflicted, 
tormented for our ſake ; that, by his vicarious and 
- moſt meritorious - obedience unto death, he has 
obtained everlaſting redemption for us ;—firmly 
to believe this, is not arrogance, is not preſump- 
tion, but our bounden duty, as well as our ineſti- 
mable privilege. This ts his command, ſays St Jobn, 
that we believe on the namb of bis Son Feſus Chriſt, 
Never, never was any command more gracious, or 
| more 
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more worthy to be written on the tables of our 
hearts. Let us not, my dear Mr “ , by indul- 
ing unbelief. O!] let us not diſhonour the bound - 
Efe mercy, and the inviolable fidelity of God; 
let us not depretiate the infinite merits, and all- 
prevailing interceſſion of our bleſſed Mediator; 
| but ſay with the lively poet, Dr: Watts, in his 
hymns, II. al > (9209199 2314444 * 1 10,471 03 
| O! for a ſtrong, a laſting faitbz. 
21217 Tarcredit what t Almighty fait! 
N embrucr the pronuſe of bi Sn, 
Ad call the joyrof hem m aur fr! 
You inquire about my new work, intended for 
the preſs. It is a great uncertainty, whether my 
languid ſpirits, and enfeebled conſtitution, wi 
it me to execute my deſign. It is a pleaſure, 
owever, to hear, that I am ſometimes admitted 
to converſe with you by my book. May the di- 
vine Spirit accompany every ſuch converſation; 
and teach our fouls ro'glaw with gratitude to that 
tranſcendently great and gracious Being, who 
ſtretched out the heavens, and laid the founda- 
tions of the earth; who ſtretched out his arms. 
on the curſed tree, and laid the foundati6n f 
out happineſs in his on blood. —Pleaſe to pre- 
ſent my moſt reſpectful compliments to Mrs * , 
your worthy neighbour Mr * *,” and his nieces. 
Give me leave, inſtead of wiſhing you a metry 
Chriftmas, to wiſh them and you all that joy, 
which the holy prophet felt, when, in an cha 
of delight, he cried out, To us a Child is born! to 
us Son i; given! All the glories of heaven unite 
in his wonderful perſon ; all the bleſſings of time 
and eternity are the fruit of his precious incarna- 
Sg tion. 
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— Fend, London, Der 22. 1% 
B ſo kind as to let your ſervant look oor for 
ſome 


ſome ſuch perſon on * * and I would 
have the letter Wen by Cbriſimat, that it 
may furniſh my people with matter for conver- 
ſation at their hoſpitable meetings. Our excel 
lent: friend fellas: the advice of the preacher ;' 
whatſoever, of a charitable ot godly: nature, his 
hand findeth to do, he does it with his might; as 
one deeply convinced that there is no wiſdom nor 
en in the. grave, whither we all arr h 
Does not fo amiable a perſon, ſuch an indefati- 
ble ſervant of Chriſt, ſuch a compaſſionate 
Frie nd ns ne 200 ack e 
ment? 
/ We have jull — to 1 dif 
courſe upon Zecb. iv. 7. Mr, who made 
2 of the 
and to Dr“ which when you preſent, 
be pleaſed to add mine. Who do 
lately drank tea with ? The two ladies, before 


May neither they nor I be 
ſhame and confufion. I did what was ia my 
power to prevent it, by recommending that ado- 
rable Saviour to their affections, in whom who- 
ſoever believeth, ſhall not be aſhamed. They 
commiſſioned 


perſon of Collingtree, and deliver to 
the inelaſed letter. He will probably find Z 


ation, ſends his compliments | 
you think I | 


whom you put me ſo extremely to the bluſh: © 
put to everlaſting 


% . 
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commiſſioned me to tranſmit their compliments 


to you ,—You have thanks and prayers (the re- 


ward which a prophet gives) for the writing - pa- 
— W hat account can you ive us of Lady 


s health? Never, never, will the phyſician's by 


{kill.be employed for the lengtheni of a, more 
valuable life. May almighty goodneſs bleſs tho 
preſcriptions, and evade her conſtitution and 
our N aba Ever . Meer 
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_ My duar Friend, Wis; Dec. 29. 780. 
IS time laſt Fury I took pen in lates 
beg; now I ſhould be ungrateful, if I did 
not ; reſume it, in order to return my thanks, 
which I do moſt ſincerely, in my own name, and 
on the behalf of my — ſt. He is now 
engaged in company, and cannot poſſibly ſteal a 
uarter of an hour to make his acknowledgments. 
— The-limner has been with me twice, and is to 
give the finiſhing touches on Monday. How flow- 
A and how patiently, theſe artiſts' advance A 
pattern for us. So may we have the image of 
= amiable: Jeſus gradually inftamped on our 
hearts, till death gives the finiſhing ſtroke, and 
makes us completely like our Beloved. In the 
mean time we have need of patience. Patience 
muſt be exerciſed towards ourſelves; and God, 
the bleſſed God, is unſpeakably patient towards 
us all.—Mr * * is willing to undertake Zimmer- 
manu. I would have it thrown into the form 
of a — A do you entertain ſuch harſh 
. ,_-» . thoughts 
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thoughts of the deareſt, moſt benign, and gra- 


er of al beings ? 1 can no more. 
Ever yours, Cc. 


0 LETTER LXXVL 
+. Dear Sir, | 
Return you thanks for the peruſal of your 
phlets. Be pleaſed to accept the two . 
little volumes, which accompany your other books, 
as an expreſſion of my gratitude to your pen, and 
 fincere affection to your perſon. May I requeſt 
the "favour of you, good Sir, ſometimes to im- 
plore the bleſſing of a gracious God upon” the 
author, and his weak attempts; that the one 
may walk ſuitably to his holy profeſſion, and high 
calling; that the other may pleaſe the reader for 
his good to edification. This will be a fingulac 
favour, and ſhall be readily returned by, Nang 


1 Reverend Sir, 

VITITIE Pour affeQionate fiend, 

bing 90 YHiw 2:45 if and humble ſervant, &e. 
- 1s pF ets . , ' N 4 N. 4 . 
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e Myr Nixon, Landon, Dec. 24. 17 50. 
Am aſhamed to ſee fo obliging a letter, from 
ſo valuable a friend, lie ſo long unanſwered, 

I: delayed my. grateful acknowledgments to you 
on this ſubjeQ, till I could ſee what would he the 
iſſue of our deſign.— As you propoſe to recom- 
mend my picture, by your-ingetfious verſes , I 

„es theſe verſes ſubjoined to Mr Hervey's Life, vol. t. 

Vor. VI. No 26. F ſhould 
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ſhould rather chuſe to have them inſerted (with 
your permiſſion) in the magazines, and public 
papers, than to have them affixed to the copper- 
plate. — This practice, though once cuſtomary, 
is bow, I believe, ſeldom uſed ; -and for me to 
revive it, when it does me ſuch diſtinguiſhed cre- 
dit, would be too vain-glorious ; otherwiſe 1 
aſſure yon, dear Sir, I ſhoald be glad to have a 
— ＋ of our friendſhip engraved on braſs, or 
a more durable metal. And give me leave to de- 
clare, that though I was exccedingly pleaſed with 
the character you gave of my in your ex- 
cellent anniverſary ſermon, yet I was much more 
delighted with your acknowledging me as your 
friend, and — it to de known, that I have 
a ſhare in your affection. 

1 — to make a long ſtay in town, and 
_ ſhall promiſe myſelf the pleaſure of your com- 
pany at my brother's. Have you ever met with 
a little poem, entitled Sunday-Thoughts ? The au- 
thor is a very worthy man, AE the poem not be- 
neath your regard. Shall I wiſh my worthy friend 
⁊ « merry Chriftmas? This compliment will be paid 
you by multitudes. Rather let me wiſh, that 
Chriſt Jeſus, the ever-blefſed Immanuel, may be 
formed in both our hearts ! Renewed after his a- 
miable and divine image, may you ſee many re- 
volving happy new years below, and at laſt have 
an abundant entrance into the New eruſalem, 


+ I ce» 


which is above.—Breathing ſuch wi 
main, 85 


Dear Sir, 
Your much obliged, and 
„ very aioat friend, G c. 
Ma: Tr. 
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enn, 
Dear Sifier, Tondbn, Fan. 3. 1751. 
Have taken my pen in hand to write to you, 
and yet have no news to trantmit. I have 
nothing to ſend but my good withes, and my 
beſt advice. | PT I 
The old year is gone; and if we look back, 
what a nothing it appears! Departed as a tale 
that is told. Thus will our whole life appear, 
when our end approaches, and eternity open 
but eternity will never expire; eternity will 
world without end, When millions, by 
ed millions of ages are paſſed away, eternity will 
only be beginning. And this ſhort life, this lit 
tle ſpan is the ſeed - time of the long, long eterni- 
What we fow in this ſtate; | we ſhall trap in 
1 eternal ſtate. Should we not thetefore be 
cueful, very careful, to improve our time, and 
make the beſt proviſion ſot an eternity ef bap- 
pineſs ? Should we not be careful to get faith in | 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; to get the love of Gad = 
ſled: abroad in dur hearts ; aud our ſouls rene ed 1 
according ta the amiable example.of gurblefled © —_. 
Redeemer : — This, and nothang but this, is true | 
religion. Going to church, hearing ſermons, {and 
receiving facraments, ptoſit us nothing, unless 
they promote theſe deũrable ends. Fir. dear 
diſter, thas truth in your memory: A true fai 
in Chriſt, an unſeigned love of God, anda r 
holineſs of heart, are the greateſt bleſſings you 
can defire. Without them we thall we canr 
r | 
on a TT . you 
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you ſhould inceſſantly, you ſhould earneſtly ſeek, 
through the whole advancing year; and theſe I 
moſt ſincerely wiſh you, who am 
ov. 02 -+.- Your very affectionate brother, 
LI I Aus Herve 1. 
enn OF - * [135 
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Dear Mrs ——,., Londen, Feb. 5. 1751. 


Received your valuable letter, and thank you 
NT er 
unſpeakable is if he has made 
my poor miniſtry, in any degree, ſerviceable or 
comfortable to your ſoul. | I accompany my for- 
mer labours (if ſach extremely-feeble attempts 
may be called labours) with my repeated pray- 
ers and bear my little flock on my ſupplicating 
and affectionate heart, all the day long. O0 
that ihe gracious God may fulſil in them all the 
good pleaſure of his will, and the work of faith 
ee 
I tejoice to ſind, that you know the truth. 
May you know it 2 and more . be eſtabliſhed 
in it, and experience the efficacy of it. May the 
truth make you free free from the ae Sin 
of unbelief, the dominion of ſin, and the op- 
preſſion of ſorrow Give glory to God for o- 
pening the eyes ot your mind, and bri 


bringing you 
to the riches of Chriſt. Take«.to:yourlelf the 
comfort of this ineſtimable bleſſing, and by no 
means reject your own mercy.—Pray do not har- 
bour hard thoughts concerning the bleſſed God, | 


8 1 nor 
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nor cheriſh de ſponding apprehenſions concerning 
yourſelf, though always frail, and in every reſpect 
imperfect.— The great and good Father of our. 


ſpirits knows whereof. we are made; he remem- 


bers that we are but duſt ; and will not be ex- 
treme to mark what is done amiſs. Extreme to 
mark ! ſo far from it, that to thoſe who ſeek him 


in ſincerity, ſeek him through his dear Son, he is 


tender and compaſſionate beyond all imagination, 


As a Father pitieth his own children, ſo is the 


Lord merciful unto them that fear him,” P/al. 

ciſi. 5. And “ as a mother comforteth her ſon, ſo 
will the Lord thy God comfort thee,” I lxvi.1 3. 
Since we want loving-kindneſs and mercy to fol- 
low us all the days of our life, bleſſed, for ever 


| bleſſed, be the God of heaven, in theſe he delight- 


eth, Fer. ix. 24. | Ml eds Ho. wats 
_  O! « caſt thy burden upon the Lord,“ ſays the 
Holy Spirit. Caſt it upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


This is an art which the Chriſtian ſhould be di- 


ligent to learn, and watchful to practiſe. Chriſt 


is a Saviour, but we negle& to make uſe of him: 


we are come to him, but we forget to walk in 
him.—When guilt accuſes us, or guilt overtakes 
us, inſtantly let us fly to Chriſt, as the Maelites, 
when wounded, looked to the brazen ſerpent. 
There, let us ſay, there is the propitiation for 
this abominable ſin. For dis, and for al my 


other iniquities, his heart was pierced, and his 
blood ſpilt. The vials of wrath, due to my pro- 
vocations, were poured upon that ſpotleſs vic- 
tim; and by his ſtripes I am healed.— If our own 
obedience is deplorably defective, ſo that we are 
ſometimes ready to & out with the prophet, 
C22 k 3 | 


« My | 
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„My leanneſs ! my leanneſs ] wo is me; let us 
turn our thoughts to the great Mediator's righ- 


teouſneſs; this is conſummate and divine; this 


was wrought out for us; this is imputed to us; 
in this all the ſeed of Trae! ſhall be juſtified, and 
in this ſhould they glory.—If your prayers are 
dull and languid, remember the interceſſion: of 
Chriſt. He ever appears in the preſence of God 
for you; and how can your cauſe miſcarry, which 
has ſuch an advocate ? If the poor widow was 
heard, even by the unjuſt judge ; ſhall not the 
dearly- bel Son of God prevail, when he 
makes interceſſion to a moſt gracious Father ? a 
Father, who loves both him and his people. —If 

ou want repentance, want faith, want holineſs, 

hriſt is exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour, and 


to give all theſe deſirable bleſſings. He has a- 
ſcended up on high, has led captivity captive, and 
received gifts, ſpiritual gifts for men, yea, even 
for his enemies, for the rebellious. It is his of- 


fice to beſtow theſe precious graces on poor ſin- 
ners; and he is as ready to execute this office, as 
the mother is ready to adminiſter the breaſt to a 


ſucking child. Do you read the ſcriptures ? Still 
keep Chriſt in view. When dreadful threaten- 
ings occur, fay, Theſe I deſerved; but Chriſt. 


has bore them in my ſtead. When rich 
are made, fay, Of theſe I am unw 


omiles 
y; but 


my Redemer s worthineſs is my plea; he has 


purchaſed them for me by his merits. All the 
promiſes of God are yea and amen {ſure and 


certain to the believing ſoul) in Chriſt Jeſus. 


To make ſuch a perpetual application of Chriſt, 


is to cat his fleſh, and drink his blood. Thus 


way 
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may you, may I, may all my dear people, be 
| enabled to pals the time of our ſojourning here 
below! deriving our whole ſpiritual life, our 
3 and ſanctification, our hope, and our joy, 

m that inexhauſtible fountain of all good. 
Though I am not with you in perſon, I am often 
with you in ſpirit ; and daily commit you to the 
great Shepherd and Biſhop of ſouls ; who is ten 
. thouſand thouſand times more condeſcending, 

compaſſionate, and faithful, than | | 


Your truly affectionate friend, 
James HEZVEZ TI. 
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Received your kind letter; and am glad to 
find, that you and Mrs *, and Mrs *, of- 

ten meet together, and, like the people mentioned 
by the prophet, ſpeak one to another of the thin 
of God. Ohl let us exhort one another to fai 
to love, and to good works z and ſo much the 
more, as we ſee the day, the day of eternal judg- 
ment approaching. Ere Das ſhall hear the 
ſhout of the archangel, and the trump of God. 
Oh! let us imitate the wiſe virgins, and get 
oil in our lamps, true grace in our hearts; that 
we may be prepared for our Lord's ſecond co- 
ming, and not dread, but love his appearing. 
My departure from Northampton was ſudden 
and unexpected. Could I have ſeen my people, 
and given them my parting advice, it thould 
have been in the words of that good man 


always open, always free of acceſs. —Fly to his 
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Barnabas, who exhorted all the diſciples, that 
with purpoſe of heart they would cleave unto the 
Lord. | | loc 
Cleave, my dear friends, to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt : cleave to his word : let the word of 
Chriſt dwell in you richly, and be your medita- 
tion all the day long. Let the Bible, that ineſti - 
mable book, be often in your hands, and its pre- 
cious truths be ever in your thoughts. Thus 
Jet us fit, with holy Mary, at the feet of Jeſus; 
and I hope, we ſhall experience his word to drop 
as the rain, and diſtil as the dew. 
- - Cleave to his merits. —Fly to his divine blood 
for pardon ; it is the fountain opened for fin, 
and for uncleanneſs. It purges from all guilt, 
takes away all fin; and, blefſed be God, it is 


righteouſneſs. Let us renounce our own, and 
rely on his obedience. What unprofitable ſer- 
vants are we! how flothful in our whole life! 
how imperfe&t in every work !—But as for 
Chriſt, his work is perfect; it is complete, and 
infinitely meritorious. In this ſhall all the ſeed 
of Ifrael, all true. believers, be juſtified, and in 
this ſhall they glory. | 125 
Cleave to his Spirit. Seek for the divine Spi- 
rit; cry mightily to God for the divine Spirit. 
Let them that have it, pray, that they may have 
it more abundantly, and be even filled with the 
Spirit. This bleſſed Spirit reveals Chriſt, ſtrength- 
ens faith, quickens Jove, and purifies the heart. 
Chriſt died to obtain this Spirit for us; he in- 
tercedes for us that we may receive it ; and his 
heavenly Father, for his ſake. has promiſed to 


. AA 


; give 


. 
* 
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ive the Holy Spirit to thoſe who aſk it. He 
Pas promiſed (O! glorious privilege I) to give it 
more readily than a parent gives bread to 2 
ditigry öl. e eee 
Cleave to his example.— Study his holy life, 
eye his unblameable conduct, obſerve his ami- 
able tempers: look to this heavenly pattern, as 
thoſe that learn to write, look to their copy: 
and God grant, that we all, beholding witk o- 
pen face the glory of the Lord, may be changed 
into the ſame image from plory to glory, even 
as by the Spirit of the Lord! aum 
Thus let us cleave to Chriſt the Lord: cleave 
with full purpoſe of heart, inceſſantly, cloſely, 
inſeparably. Le us ſay with our father Jacob, 
T aol not let thee go. Let us imitate the Syro-- 
phenician woman, whom no diſcouragements 
could divert from her * — Temptations, 
difficulties, all the aſſaults of our enemy, ſhould. 
make us haſten to, and abide in the ſtrong hold, 
the city of refuge: And he has promiſcd, I will. 
never leave thee, nor forſake thee.” He will ga- 
ther us with his arm, and lay us in his boſom: 
He will guide us by his grace, and receive us 
into his glory.—There, in thoſe happy, happy 
manſions, may we, and many, very many, of 
my dear flock meet, and never be parted more 
— his is the heart's deſire, and the daily prayer 
| Their and your truly- affectionate friend, Sc. 
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ber, and death at the door? Come a 
| let us both ſit down with diſſolution and eternity 
in view; and encourage one another from the 
word, the precious word of God. I have as much 
need of ſuch conſolation as you, my dear friend, 
2 perhaps, have occaſion to uſe them as 

What is there formidable. i in death, which our 
ever-blefied Redeemer has not taken away? - Do 
the pangs of diſſolution alarm us? ſhould they be 
ſharp, they cannot be very long; and our exalted 
Lord, with whom are the iſſues of death, knows 
what dy ying agonies mean. He has ſaid in the 
multitude of his tender mercies, Fear thou nat, 
for I an with thee : be net nas, Jer. 4 am thy 
God: I will ftre 
yea, I will thee with the right 
righteouſneſs, Iſ. Ii. 10. Rar promiſe 2 AY 
us to ſay 1 Jough 7 walk through the 
— bw . 
for thou art 2 = 2 thy Hf comfort 
* Pſal. xxiii. 4+ 1 

Are we afraid to enter into a ſtrange, inviſible, 
unknown world ?—l1t. is the world, into Lag 
our divine Maſter is gone ; where he has pre 
red cyerlaſting 
appointed his angels to conduct us thither.— Ha- 
ving ſuch a convoy, what ſhould we dread ? and, 
going to our eternal home, where our all-boun- 


Jahn ziv. 2. Luke Avi. 22. ful 


„ 


then thee, yea, I will 7 te 


manſions * for his people, and — a 


1 


1 


' 
* 
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Are we concerned, on account of what we 
leave? We leave the worle, to the better. 
If we leave our earthly friends, we ſhall find 
more loving and lovely companions. We ſhall, 
be admitted among the innumerable company of an- 
gels, and to the general aſſembly and church f the 
Art- Born, that are written in laben Io we 
leave the ordinances of religion. 
attended with great delight? leave the word of. 


God, which has been ſweeter to our ſouls, than 
honey to our mouths? We ſhall enter into the 
temple, not made with hands, and join that hap- 


py choir, who reſt not day nor night, ſaying, 


and is, a ee if our Bible is no 


more, we ſhall have all that is promiled, we ſhall. 
| behold all that is deſcribed therein. If we drop 


the map of our heavenly Canaan, it will be to 
take poſſeſſion of its bliſsful territories. That. 


ſhine in it; for the ghry of God does lighten it, and 
the Lamb 2 gbr thereof .—0, my friend 
bleſſed, for ever bleſſed, be the grace of our God, 

and the merits of his Chriſt! We thall exchange the 


ſcanty ſtream for the boundleſs ocean; and if we : 


no longer pick the firſt ripe grapes, we ſhall: ga- 


ther the copious, the ID the n | 


vinta X | 
Del fear the guilt of: our nen aus t 
n be the innexpreſſible loving-kindneſs 
of God our Saviour ! Our ſins have been. punithed 
in the blefſed Jeſus ; The Lord law on hin 4 the ini- 


| * Heb. xii, 22. 23. f Rev. u. 8, 1 Rer. u 23. 


quity 


tiful Redeemer i is, why Bead we de * | 


which we have 
Hoh, beh, boly, Lord God almighty, <which man, 


city bat e e eee 
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of 'us all *. Te bis own ſelf bare our fins, in 
bw body, on the tree . So that there it no con- 
denmniation” to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus 1. 01 
that we may be enabled, with the apoſtle, to make 
our boaſt of this Saviour, and to triumph in 
this faith bo ſball lay any thing to the charge of 
Gad s oled It u God t e be that 


condemneth ? It is Cbrift that died, yea ratber is riſen 


again, be ib even at the right band of God ; uo 
2 maketh interegſion for un. 
ls judgment the thing that we fear ro the 
pardons ſinner it has nothing terrible. The Lord 
ſus,” who keeps his ſervants from falling, pre- 
ſents them alſo faultleſs before the preſence of bis glo- 
ry 4orth exceeding joy Obſerve the ſweet, ex- 
reſſions, preſents f Faultleſs—a nd irh exceeding joy. . 
Fatly therefore does the apoſtle reckon it among 
the privileges of the Chriſtians, that they are 
come to God the Fudge of all J.: For the Judge is 
.our friend, the Judge is our advocate, the Judge- 
is our propitiation, 8 Judge is our righteouſneſs. 


And is it not a privilege to come to ſuch a judge, 
as will not ſo much as mention our iniquities to 


us, but condeſcend to take notice of our poor un- 
worthy ſervioes; who fits on the great tribunal, 
not to the ſentence of damnation upon us, 
but to give us a reward; — a reward of free grace, 
and of inconceivable richneſs? 
Let me conclude with thoſe charming words 
of the evangelical prophet, Comfort ye, comfort ye, 
my people, ſaith your God. Speak you comfortably to 
Jeruſalem, . unto ber, that ber 4047 fare it ae. 
142 6. + Ms 2 24. 1 Rom. vii. 1. 
ver; 44. 4 - ©. INIT " The 
* ' compliſpeg, 
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compliſbed, that ber iniquity is pur dne 3 for her Re- 


deemer, her all- 2 Redeemer, hath recent 4 


the Lord's hand double for all her fins *.. Moya 
cri 


God of our life and ſalvation Fe theſe 


tures be unto us, as a ſtaff in the traveller” S Hank, 
and as a cordial to the fainting heart, that we may 


be ſtrong in the faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
we may Wei him in death, and glorify him 

or death; becauſe death will introduce us into 

his immediate preſence, where. we ſhall be for- 
rowful no more, ſinful no more, at a diſtance nb 


more; but be joyful, and be like our 10 ; love 


— * all our ſouls, proc him to eternity. 
Let us then be of good ;Chear, ſoon in our 

heavenly eruſalem we (hall meet again. Becauſe 
God is. faithful,  inviolably faithful, 1 infinitely 
merciful, who hath promiſed .—promiled: to you, 
and promiſed to your affectionate friend, Oe. 15 


P. 8. My kindeſt reſpects to Mr %, and Mrs 
; bid them be of good courage, and go on 
their way rejoicing, for their Redeemer is migb 

his merits are un 
changeable.— My moſt. 
wait upon Mr * and Mrs**. What a pleaſure 


ſhould I think it, was I able to execute the mini- 
ſterial office, to bring home to their parlours the 


glad tidings of an all- ſufficient Saviour, as well 


as to preach them in the pulpit Palh, I hope, 


loves ber Bible; may the word of Chriſt dwell 
nin her richly; and may he be with your father 


and mother, now eg are, old ang einen 
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ſpeakable, and bis love pe 
ul compliments 
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Hope, this il Ty you a Ute "TRIO in your 


health; but, if it ſhould find you in a weak 
: Ki Ianguiſhin condition, Thope a gracious God 


will fanQify what it contains, to che comfort of | 


our ſoul, 

Ng Often ite 4 you die, you wil leave 4 
world full of fin ; A RIA full frailty, 
ignorance, and miſery ; a body that has long! been 
a t heavy burthen; a fore clog, both to 949 fer- 
vices, and to your, comforts ; and why . ſhoul 
any one be greatly unwilling to leave ſuch a ſtate 
If du die, Jou will go into an unknown world; 
but t Teac is, you have a Kind and 10500 
friend gone thicher before; Jeſps Chriſt, 

beſt friend, and the lover of your ſoul, is Lord of 
that unſeen world. Foſeph's "brethren were not 
afraid to go down into Egypt, when | they knew 
that their dear brother was 
try. And finceyour moſt merciful Saviour: is ru · 
ler of the inviſible world, be not afraid to leant 
the and depart: thither. It 
r of 31 Jacbb revived, when he * the wag / 
gons ſent to carry hirn to his beloved ſon 2 and 


the poor languithi ng believer may look upon 
death, asthe wag nt by e Chriſt, to brig 
his foul e, hang 

But after death comes judgment, and this db 
terrible. —Confider, who is the Judge. Was the 


father that begat you, was the mother that bare 
you, or the friend that is as your own foul; was any 


one of theſe to be the judge, and to paſs the ſen- 
tence, you would not be GEES of rigorous 
proceedings, 


governor of the-cauns  - 


is ſaid the 
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proceedings, you would ex e Mble: cle- 
ca ou rejoice a- 


mency. . Mercy, in this 
ainſt judgment.—But, to our unſpeakable com- 
Pet, we are informed by the ſcriptures, that a 
5 "gun: perſon, far more merciful than a father, 
r more compaſſionate than a mother, far more 
affectionate than a friend, is to decide our doom; 
even the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who loved us with an 
everlaſting love; who declares, that a woman 
may forget her 3 child, much ſooner than 
he forget to be. merciful to thoſe that put their 
truſt in him. For thus it is written, bath 
appointed a day, in which be will judge the world i 
righteouſneſs, by: that man whom; de bath, ardaned, 
- even Jeſus Chriſt, Acts xvii. 31. 
The Judge calls himſelf our huſband, the 1 
m of poor believing ſouls. And will the 
ridegroom deliver to deſtruction his own bride, 
whom he has bought with his blood, and with 
ies he has made an everlaſting covenant ? + 


_ hy, 


The Judge vouchſafes to be our advocate: And 
will he condema thoſe for wbam he has long in 
terceded? will he condemn thoſe for whom ke 
poured out his abun when he was on carth, and 
on whoſe f_he. has conſtantly pleaded in the 
preſence of God? 1 obn li. 1. | 

The Judge gud bende to be our head, and 
calls. che weakeſt believers his members, And 
did ever Fe. one hate his own body ? Did ever 


any one 4 to maim, or take pleaſure to ruin 
5 wn a and us Las. Col. 1. oF 1 Cor. 


The Lee bas been our vt, the facrifico 


for 
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For our fins. And will he conſign thoſe to dam- 
nation, for whom he endured rg onies of cru- 
cifixion ? If he has given himſelf 757 us, will he 
not with this gift freely give us all things? give 
us pardon at that awful 4 ay? give us the crown 
__ of glory, | which, fadeth not away? Heb. ix. I 14. 


26. 
Fiarther to confirm your faith, and eftabtith 


your hope, it will be proper to n Trp what 
have to plead; The proud Phariſee made 


A from groſs iniquities, and his punc- 
tuality in ſome external performances, his plea. 


The blinded Jews went about to eſtabliſh their 


ownrighteouſneſs, ' and deperided on this broken 
reed for acceptance, —But we have a ſurer foun- 
dation, whereon to build our e 7 
tations. * 

If arraigned on the foot of guilt; great Full, 
agil guilt; aggravated guilt 11 2 g- contract- 
ed guilt; we have an atonement to plead, a facri- 
fice of unknown value, a propitiation . glorious 
and divine. We have the blood of the Lamb to 
plead ; blood that taketh away not one fin, or a 
few fins, or a multitude of fins only; but 8 de- 


Tes, it taketh away all fins from the believer, be 
they ever fo a: fore ; All fins, be they eyer ſo 
Haindus, 1 Jobn i. 7. Rev. i. 5. 


Should law take us by the throat, and make 


that ſevere demand, Pay me that thou oweſt.—It 
is paid, we reply, by our divine Surety. An in- 
carnate God has been obedient in bur ſtead. In the 


Lord, the Lord Redeemer have we righteouſneſs. 


And: can the law infift on a more excellent ſatis- 
| faction? 


lightful truth ) taketh away all, all, all fins. 
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make it honourable ?- By tbe obedience of ons (that 
is Chriſt) Lure way! be made een, Il. xlv. *. 
"Rom. v. 19. ' 192328 
Should: it farther" be Aeg withour' hola 
no man ſhall ſee the Lord: ls not holineſs the 


thing that we have longed for? It is true, we 


| have not attained to holineſs; ſpotleſs and unde- 
filed holineſs ; neither could we in the regions of 
remptation,. and in a, body of corruption, gut 


dwelling fin+ our heavieſt. croſs Have we not 


| — under our remaining iniquities, and been 
thened with a ſenſe of our failings And are 
not theſe gs, the firſt-· fruits of the Spirit ? 


Are not theſe che work of thy on gtace, bleſſed 


Lord? and wilt thou — conſummate in heaven, 
what thou haſt thus n upon earth Do we 
not deſire heaven, 7 Ab thoſe bl 
manſions we ſhall ſin no more; we ſhall off 
our God no more: be no mort 
ing Saviour ; no more diſobedient to the motioni 
of a ſanctifying Spirit? And ſhall we be diſap / 
pointed of this hope :- It cannot, ĩt cannot be. 
hey that hunger and thirſt after righteouſs 
neſs, are not filled, while they abide in t 
therefore there nemaineth the accompliſhment of 
this promiſe, they v aſſutedly awake up after 
the likeneſs of theiñ Lord, at the great reſurrec- 
tion-day. and, in andther world, be en, 
laſtingly Grisfied Wich it. 

I muſt now come to a concluſion e 


not oonclude without wiſhing you all joy and 
- in 0 your fleſh and yu. 
Vor. VI, Ns 27. heart 


7 
faction ? Does not this magnify the law, and 


has nbt our guilt been our ſorrow, and dur in- 


forgetful of a dy- | 


fem; 
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heart fail, may God be the ſtrength of your heart, 
and your portion for ever —I daily, 1 — 
make mention of you in my prayers; and, what 
is better than all, the dearly-belo ved of the Fa- 
mmer ys now he i is in his W N 


* 2 : Tam Y 
I” aw: ke | Your reryafſe@ionae friend, Se. 


- +> 
1 18 
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1. lu was ſent to tte prencber, 9 * 
I m a count ry- village; and is bere printed, 
bow thankfully the poor receive the preach- 
mg F the goſpel, and to n JE renee | 
2 e frm pri. 388 | 
* Reverend Sir, i reno a8 195 | ans oo oy 


I Humbly' beg your 5 £ preſuming to 
[ "write to you. Being one of your hearers, I 

very much affected with good ſermons, 

— Re” APs and eien dale truth of them, 
viz. That muſt be convinced of their un- 
done ſtate by NaTVURE, and brought into a ſtate 
of concern or ſelf-condemmation, before they will 
ſeek and earneſiy deſire the knowledge of Chriſt 
cruciſied.— To one who feels the cond 
of er Law, Chriſt is us. — Sue 

Lin ind ed the bitterneſs of ſin; for till then; 
they are — em the law, as St Paul faith, 
Rom. vii. 9. not ſeeing that the LAW requires per- 
fed obedience, and that TREIx at the beſt is 
very imperſecł.— Hence the beſt of us in our car- 
nal ſtate are ftriving to be 9 


7 
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works; yea, though we cannot but know that we 
often break the laws of God, Rom. iii. 20. & 28. 
But then we think, it is true I am a finner, 
and there is none without fin; thus we do pre- 
ſume upon our ſeeming obedience, not conſider- 
ing how great a CHANGE muſt be wrought upon 
our foul by repentance; and that we muſt be u- 
nited to Chriſt by faith, and partake of his A. 
neſs, without which, Chriſt,” as to us, is dead in 
vain, (Gal. ii. 21.) And when the Holy Spirit has 
convinced us of our miſery by fin, (Jabn xvi. 8.), 
and need of Chriſt; then, uſually, we are think- 
ing ro no ſomething to purchaſe an intereſt in 
him; not confidering we muſt be bumble” ſupphi- 
cants at his feet, waiting for every thing we Want 
at the throne of grace, as repentance, pardon, 
ſanctification, redemption, as purchaſed by ui: 
(eternal life is the Gir of God, Nom. vi 2 
lt is the Bum perſon who will accept of 
Chriſt, in all his offices, not only as a prieſt to 
atone for fin, but alſo as a t to teach, and 
a king to rule over him, and ſubdue all his fins. 
— The covenant of grace anſwers all aur wants ; 
there is not only mercy to pardon, but alſo grace to 
fanfify, and renew our nature. It is the humbled 
believer, who can ſincerely ſay, Chriſt it the power 
of : God unto ſalvation, (Rom. i. 16. 
And now I think nothing more needful than 
for clergymen to preach as you do; for though 
Chriſtianity is generally profeſſed amongſt us, yet 
many ſeem as unconcerned about theſe things, as 
if there were no ſuch truths in the n 
is the way of preaching, which ever been 
moſt eſſectual to the converting of finners; and 
l G 2 may 


= 


: 


that their fncere, though imperfect obedience, may 


reluctance, and out of fear of 
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may the bleſſed Spirit attend the word preached, 
Purifying the hearts of your bearers by fauth, (Acts 


xv. 9.) That the righteouſneſs of Chriſt accept- 


ed and applied to themſelves by a lively fb, 
may entitle them to heaven, (Nom. v. 19.), and 


evidence r Ns 
1 | . 
Reverend Sir, 


Your moſt humble cant” 


5 8 the LAw is ſet forth as a tule 
uu not as a law of condemnation, for there 
is no condemnation to them who are in Chriſt 
Jeſus, Rom. viii. 1. 6, ; or, in other words, thoſe 


who love Chriſt; {ove his — * kind 


rules of life, not obeying (like legal people) with 
ing puniſhed. 

There is not, perhaps, a greater or more import- 
ant truth, than that in proportion as our faith in 
the Redeemer, evidenced by our works, increaſes, 


ſo our tear of + FE decreaſes. 


PS - bs 
2 
© 
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OU need make no ee for 
Mr jn his diſtreſſed condition. I am 


| pleaſed to ſee you ſo tenderly concerned for a bro- 
. ther's welfare; and I am glad you have uſed the 


freedom of applying to me; ſeeing divine Provi- 
dence. has put it in my power to help a diſciple, 
a child, a member of Chriſt. I purpoſed to have 
ans * a0 
: 0 


„ t ̃ <7 fp oi PuY 


1+ YI 


_ ger heart to 


' ſhould. I have been very rigorous in exacting the 
debt, provided there was but little ability to re- 


pay. But leſt the fear of not being able to repay, 
ſhould create anxiety in an honeſt heart, and 
leſſen the comfort of a ſeaſonable ſupply, I make 
him a preſent of the whole; heartily wiſhing, 
that the ſame gracious God, who inclined a ſtran- 

Deſtow it, may alſo proſper his en- 
deavours to improve it. And if he often calls to 
remembrance that almighty power :and goodneſs 
which made a few drops of oil at the bottom of 


a cruſe, and a little handful of meal that was 


the gleaning of the barrel, a laſting ap to 
the prophet, and to the poor widow, er ſon, 


I doubt not but that he will be enabled to fix his 


dependence upon the ſame everlaſting Father, for 
needful ſucceſs in trading. So that, by God's 
bleſſing, 1 hope, this little ſtock, frugally mana - 
ged, may, through his kind Providence, put him 
in a way of procuring neceſſaries in this wilder- 
neſs, till he comes to the fulneſs of the heavenly 
Canaan. d 

I think every inſtance vf kindneſs ſhewn to us, 
or exerciſed by us, ſhould enlarge our apprehen- 
fions of the divine benevolence. What is a grain 
of duſt to the whole earth? what is a drop of 
water to the great ocean? or what are a few _ 
to the countleſs ages of eternity ? Leſs, unſpeak- 
ably leſs is gl created kindneſs,,.compared-with 
the boundleſs, goodneſs of God in Chriſt. Jeſus. 
For by him , we. have-accelſs to the Father, being 
reconciled by his blood ſhed on the:croſs.... We 
are adopted and received into the church, where-, 


of Chriſt is ae ea Boin us in . Yau 
1 


- 


* 


upon him in fincerity and tru 
be gracious. He giveth liberally, and upbraid- 


' neſs. Oh! how 


He giveth gra 
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of God, he delighteth in hearing the prayer of 
faith, which thoſe who believe in, Chriſt daily 

ut up to the throne of grace. O] how great is 
bis loving-kindneſs and tender mercy ! He is ex- 


alted, that he may have _— upon all that call 
He waiteth to 


eth not, for paſt ingratitude and great unworthi- 
great are theſe bleſſings which 
he giveth! Bleffings, in compariſon of which, 
filver is as clay, and gold as the mire of the ſtreets. 
ce and plory, and no thing 
will he with-hold from them who hve a godl 
life; from them who arg accepted in the Beloved, 
and love him who firſt loved them. I ſhall add 
that-charming declaration of the beloved diſciple, 
and earneſtly wiſh that we may learn by happy 
Experience, and feel in our fouls, what it means, 
We have known and believed the love that 
God hath to us.” Let me beg my dear friends 
to remember, at the throne of grace, | 
Your affectionate friend, &. 


L ET T-E R -LXXXV.- 
Dear Sifter, | ” 
Have. taken my — in hand to write ; but 
what ſhall be the ſubject? News I have none; 


or, if 1 had, my brother would communicate it, 


in his converſation.—Let me imitate a royal ex- 
ample. It was once ſaid by a renowned king, 
eng ſhall be of mercy and judgment: of the 
fame let” my letter treat, The former was wary 
lately the topic of ſoine agreeable diſcourſe wi 


| . K "4 = p 's 
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2 young gentleman.—We obſerved, 11 
it is, to be firmly perſuaded of the infinitely- ric 

mercies of God in Chriſt Jeſus. This will make 
us delight to think of him, and encourage us to 
fly to him. Whereas, if we have a jealouſy, that 
he bears us ill-will, or deſigns our ruin, we can- 


not take pleaſure in him, or place our confidence 
in him. Therefore the condeſcending God has 


given us repeated and ſolemn aſſurances of his 


pity, his grace, his tender mercy in Chriſt Je- 


ſus. A % 810 
Exod. xxxiv. 6. 7. He makes it his very 
name. [Intimating, that a man may forget his 


own name, before the bleſſed God can ceaſe to 


be merciful tu them that fear him. * 
Exel. xxxiii. 7. 11. + He confirms his divine 
-will to us by an oath. - He ſwears by his 
very life, that he deſires our happineſs, and ſeeks 
our ſalvation.— Here are two immutable things, 
the name, and the oath of God. Can we have 
ſtronger confirmation of his loving-kindneſs ? 
I think, if it be poſſible, we have. He has ſo 


„ Andthe Lord paſſed by before him, and prodaimed, 
The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long /ſuffer- 


ing, and abundant in goodneſs and truth, keeping mercy for 


thouſands, forgiving iniquity, and tranſgreſſion, and fin, and 


that will by no means clear the guilty ; viſiting the i iquity of 
the fathers upon the children, and upon the chuldreps chi » 
unto the third and to the fourth generation. 


+ So thou, O ſon of man, I have ſet thee a watchman 
unto the houſe of {rael ; therefore thou ſhalt hear the word 
at my mouth, and warn them from me. Say unto them, As 
I live, faith the Lord God, I have no pleaſure in the death of 
the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way, and 
live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will 


die, O houſe of 1/rael? | 
N 84 loved 


b 
" 

| 
1. 
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| 

| 
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loved us, ſaith the ſcripture. How hath he loved 
us? S0, as no words, no not of his own all-wiſe 
Spirit can expreſs ; nothing but the unſpeakably- 
precious effects : fo as to urrender his own Son 
to die, that we might live; to be made ſubject to 
the law, that we by his obedience might be made 
righteous ; to become a curſe, that we might in- 


ber the blefſing;--Read what the wife of Manoab 
very juſtly alleges, and a "app! it to the point before 
ks, , Fudges xiii. 23.8; POS no more: I hear 
the coach coming to carry me out on a viſit, _ 
* Sc. | 


—_—_— * — to. ths adi. MA. 8 th — 
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M dear Friend. 
AM glad to find that the beloved traveller cal- 
led If your houſe, and gave you ſo much of his 
company. Cold as the weather was, did not your 
heart burn within you? burn with zeal and love for 
that all-glorious Goa, whom he (excellent man 1) 
ſo faithfully ſerves in the goſpel of his Son? 
"May Mrs * * increalc in humility, be more 
convinced of guilt, more ſenfible of un ! 
and then ſhe will grow in every other grace. 
Proud minds ſuffer the curſe, imprecated on the 
mountains of Gib; while humble ſouls are like 
the valleys ſpread forth by the tiver, or as a held 
with the Lord hath bleſſed. 


Rb Bur his wife bn hs If the Lord were 1280 to 
el us, he would not have received a burnt - offering and a 
ncat · offering at out hands, neither would he have ſhewed us all 


heie thin R 
ding 85 a Oy 
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I think you ſhould not have ſhewn her the free 
remark which 1 made; it was well meant, and 
ſhe. is well diſpoſed, but human nature is very, 
very depraved. And perhaps there is no ter 
inſtance of it, than our proneneſs to take offence 
2 the leaſt diſparaging hint; nay, ſometimes to 

fancy care wronged, if we are not extolled 


= give this young lady, the. ornament of a 


meek and humble ſpirit ; that, being lowly - 


oo own eyes, the may be ed ee 
od. 


I ſce ſo much indigence, and ſo many, diſtreſſed 


objects, that L begrudge myſelf all unneceſſary 
diſburſements of money. Who would indulge 
too much, even in innocent and elegant amuſe- 


ments, and thereby leſſen his ability to relieve, 
to cheriſh, and comfort the Lord Jeſus, in his . 


afflicted members? | 
I , wiſh you could have preached at C 


My poor people long for the ſincere milk of the 


word. You would have a congregation, all of 


them honouring you, moſt of them attentive to 
you, and many of them edified by you. —[t 
| grieves me, it pains me at my very ſoul, that I 
am diſmiſſed or rather cut off, from the honour- 
able and delightful ſervice of the miniſtry.— 
But to be — 

labour; and an adoring ſubmiſſion for me at leaſt 


more proper, than a zealous a ag rr O01 


may I bow my head, and dutif ſtand in the 
le which ohe almighty CN” n p 
en! | 1 


N Ever yours, Sc. 


ſkies. I heartily wiſh, the bleſſed Jeſus 


ollingtree. 1 


ned, perhaps, is better than to 
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= dear Friend. London. Saturday Night. 

= Sonia Je u on ***'s recovery. Why 
l do you call Ur ? Tis a ſtrong tempta- 
tion to vanity. She muſt be deeply ballaſted 
with humility, not to be puffed up at ſuch « 
title; which aſſimilates her to one of the moſt 
lovely and accompliſhed characters, that ever was 
deſcribed. . | 
Ol chat we all may. be besten fret duh 
lethargic indolence, which deadens our atten- 
tion to the one thing needful What a God 
have we! how immenſely glorious ! and how lit- 
tle do we reverence him ? What a Saviour ! how 
unutterably gracious ! and how little do we love 
him What promiſes ! how inviolably faithful! 
Yet how feeble is our affiance in them What 
a heaven! how tranſcendently delightful! Yet 
ho languid are our defires of it !—O ! that the 
dleſſed, bleſſed Redeemer may baptize us with 
the Holy Ghoſt, as with a flaming fire] to quick- 
en, animate, and kindle into a glow.of deyotion, 
theſe benumbed fouls of ours !—I muſt add no 
more, only that I am, with great lincerity, tho' 
in great haſte, 


Inviolably yours, Ge. 


— 


L L. T. 1 E R XXVII. 


My dear Friend, 

AM ſurpriſed at what ae 5 y. We de to 
dear . What evil hath he done, or 

wherein has he offended, that diſeſteem * 
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be his lot? Yet what are ſuch inſtances of con- 
tempt, compared with the reproaches and inſults 
offered to the all- glorious Redeemer? God, I 
truſt, will bleſs his ſermon, and ſo much the 
more, as it is regarded by ſome people with an 
evil eye. Oh! 8 a comfortable conſideration 
is it, that the ſucceſs of our diſcourſes depends 
not upon our own ability, which is as no- 
thing ; depends not upon the favour of men, 
which is very capricious; but depends wholly 
upon the influence of that almighty Spirit, 
whoſe preſence is unlimited, and power uncon- 

trollable ! | 
My father had engaged Mr 92D to ſupply at 
Collingtree : I hope he grows in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chriſt. 
3 my dear friend, aalen! | 


1 A. ©. > Mn 
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RTR“ and eee. and may 
repeat their attempts, to alienate the af- 
e 


ctions of my Collengtree hearers. Iam under nocon- 
illidere 


cern with regard to myſelf. —Pragitt cup. 
dentem, offendet folido,—will, 1 believe, be be ths: iſſue 
of their endeavours. 1 am only ſorry for the people's 
ſake, that they ſhould Wander away their mini- 
ſterial talents, and miniſterial * to ſo poor 
a purpoſe. Let them be more inceſſant in warn- 
ing every man, and teaching every man, that 
they may preſent every man perfect in Chriſt Je- 
ſus.— Thus let chem ſeek to win their affections, 


* 
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and I do. rejoice, yea and will rejoice, in their 
ſucceſs. Dear Sir, the way to ſecure the love of 
others, is, to love them, to pray for them, and 
with a willing aſſiduity to ſet forward their true 
happineſs. This, whenever I was amongſt them, 
my people will confeſs, I did not ceaſe to do. 
And the God of heaven knows, I daily bear them 
on ͤ my heart, and often recommend them to the 
tendereſt mercies of our everlaſting Father. Never 
therefore be apprehenſive of my loſing either their 
eſteem with regard to my conduct, or their af- 
fection with regard to my perſon... O! that their 
precious ſouls were as firmly united to Chriſt, as 
their favourable opinion is ſecured to me !— Well, 
ſhould neighbours undermine us, and friends for- 
fake us, the adorable and all-condeſcending God 
is faithful. He .changeth not. His word of 
ce endureth for ever. He loves his people 
with an everlaſting love. And O! what worms, 
what duſt, what mere nothings, are all men, are 
all creatures, before that infinitely-bleſſed Author 
of all perfection! What a ſenſe had the pſalmiſt 
of this weighty, truth, when he poured forth 
that rapturous exclamation ; hom bave 1 in bea- - 
ven but thee ? and there it none, there is nothing on 
earth, that I defire in compariſon of thee May this, 
my dear friend, be the continual language of your 
heart; and of his, who hopes to be, both in time 
and to eternity, affectionately yours, G . 
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Dear Mr Nixon, . Wedneſ, morning, Miles's-lane. 114 
| Our obliging letter found me atimy:brother's 1 
1 in Mile lane, where I propoſe to abide to | 
the end of the week; and here your entertaining - 1 
| 
| 


and improving would be a favour, not 
to myſelf. only, but to the whole family. - + .. 
I am indebted; to your -nature, for ſo, can- 11 
didly accepting the imall but free obſervation, mn 
made in my laſt. I am going to run myſelf far 
ther in debt, by propoſing to your confideration, 1 
what now occurs to my thoughts. The incloſed 1 
queries I ſubmit entirely to, your judgment, and 1 
from your determination ſhall make no appeal 1 
I have read Elibu; and very much admire his 1 
Zeal for that moſt comfortable doctrine, the righ- 


teouſneſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, imputed to 


* 


fingers for their juſtification. I high] u bt | 
alſo his diſtinguiſhed veneration yy 4 —— '- 
parably- excellent book, the Bible. Surely, his 
works will be a means of cauſing the ſtudy of 
thoſe ai (ws, to revive. Don't you think, the 
ſtyle is maſculine, and the manner enlivened ?— 
As to the Hutchm/oman peculiarities, I don't pre- 
tend to be a competent judge, and dare not per- 
hike Oy Fa Let they ſeem to be 
ſo very finely ſpun, and to have ſo large an alloy 
of fancy, that I know not how to admit them for 
ſterling truth. I am truly concerned to hear of 
Mrs and his lady's illneſs. Dear Sir, what a 
fading flower is health, and what an expiring va- 
ur is life! May you be an inſtrument of bring. 
1ng ſouls to the knowledge of the adorable God, 


. 
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and to the faith ↄf Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath 
ſent; rhen they will, in another ſtate of things, 


rm earn, ned; 10 10 vl 
* * am, 8 Sir, your obliged and 
61 þ affectionate friend, Ge. 


p. 8. 1 0 ay 8040 an exact tranſlation 
of the above-mentioned Greek clauſe m UE 1 an 1 


— "A 


L. E T T E R XC. 


Seer tro London, March 28. 1751. 
U depend, you ſay, upon my promiſe : 

and fee, how ' readily it is performed. 4 
And if depend on the execution of a promiſe 
from a frail, frail creature; will you not much 
more expect 'accompliſhment of promiſes, made 
by that adorable Being, whoſe counſels of old ave 


fait _ truth 0 [ Au we may not dif- 
Honour neſs, r . his veracity, 
and entice is dear Son s unſpeakable merits, 


| by unbehef, - baſe, vile, Jeſtrutive unbelief 


I have not an opportunity of communicati 
news to our dear friend. He has left Lada 


155 *. not known when he will return. He is 


Oe 


ow many, into eterni 8 
fore that period is ano! br 1 


Tou aſk, bow it fares with my health ? You 
may femumber, that T have more than once an- 
ſwered ſuch an inquiry with ſilence; for I don't 
like to be upon the complaining ſtring, and I can- 
not t lay, my health is either reſtored, or * 
ve 


fs 2 vigour that is ſubject to no decay, and 


ed, till r a , art expired; oo : 


DE FE un 


02 
— 
Lon | 


228 
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ved. When your letter came (not till Tugſday about 


five o dock), it found me in a ſtate of extreme lan- 
1 had written nothing, done nothing, 


2 bock, 1 was obli n 
2 Thus I ſpend, ry thus I: loſe, many 
rs: 


and debility of ſpirits, I make but à very vow, 
ſcarce any progreſs in my intended wo. 
I have no news, tho at the great mart of intel 
ligence. My 
which puts — in mind of the glorious piece of 
news, celebrated by the angels, and foretold with 
a rapturous delight by the prophet,—To ns @ Child 
is born; to us d Son i given. Hir name ſpall be 
the mighty God; and yet his office "ſhall be, to 


bear our ſins in his own. body on the tree. May 


this news be ever ſounding in the ears, and ever 0- 
nn my dear. friend, and of 
is ever affectionate, Se. 


— — — 1 — W 


LEY a. os 4 R Kc n. * 
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My dear Friend, Tattenham, May 30. 1751. 

1 =o now at my brother's country-houſe.— 
Pray who is Mr ***, the writer of the letter 

| :ncloſed in yours? He aſks me, to get him a cu- 


ſelf. I believe, the world has à notion, that I am 
| a dignified, or a+beneficed man at leaſt. Dear 

Sir, may it be your beneſice and mine, to do good 
to ſouls! and our higheſt dignity, to glorify the 
cver-bleſſed-Redeemer! who for our fake: had 
not  whers to lay his head, till he was numbered 
| with 


guor. 
fince dinner. Though I took up an caſy and en- 


So that between intervening company, 


ſiſterlis ſafely. delivered of a ſon; 


racy ; little aware, that I am but a curate my- 
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with the tranſgreſſors, and laid 4r in 55 ſilent 


ve. | 2 vil 


2d hope yo ur health is eſtabliſhed ; an 8 
your ſoul — on t you delight to think of, 
to talk ”p to have e with, that won- 


derful, that amiable Being, whom to know is 
wiſdom; whom to enjoy is happineſs ? happi- 
neſs, not to be-deſeribed words, only to be 
underſtood by experience. Oh!. that we may 
follow on to know him ! Then we have a promiſe, 
—— 2 proiniſe-more.ſtable than the foundations 


of nature, that our labour ' ſhall not be in vain in 


the Lord. Gold has no value, and diamonds loſe 
their luſtre, when compared with thoſe unſearch- 
able riches of Chriſt, "which Mr *** ſo largely 
enjoys himſelf, and ſo freely offers to others. 
His miniſtry is ſignally owned by his condeſcend- 
ing and almighty Maſter. Many, I am told, of 
the ſuperior, as well as lower orders in life, at- 
tend his miniſtry. And if there be efficacy in 
united prayers; if there be zeal in the Lord God 
of hoſts, for the honour of his dear Son,—if there 
be faithfulneſs and compaſſion in our exalted Sa- 
viour,—his labours darts? var will clad mor 
hey,/ every day, ev ur, be bl ed W 
=? ol cordially <p m_— . 


18. ] . 


LETTER Aci. 


My dear Friend, | Tottenham, Juby 2: IEG 
E Mr ] 
k 


hope your houſe is ſufficiently ornamented. 
hink it is rather overſtocked with decorations. 


oy let us be good ſtewards of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
employ 
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employ what we can ſpare, for the honour of his 


bleſſed name, and comfort of his indigent people. 
Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlam, to receive riches, 
as well as bleſſings and praiſe. | 
Pray, dont mention me,to Mrs . Tho! I 
honour and compaſlionate her; I am not fit to 
viſit her, nor qualified to edify her. This is with 


me the trying ſeaſon of the year, and my animal 


nature is all relaxation. O ! that I may be ſtron 

in faith ! that precious faith, that where fin bat 

abounded, grace will much more abound. 

Don't you ſometimes ſee our dear friend * * *? 
I find he has been at Bryfol lately, to diſtribute, 


I don't doubt, the waters of life, far more pre- 
cious and healing than the waters of that me- 


dicinal ſpring. Let us do likewiſe. For yet a 
very, very little while (une 109 aw) and be that ſhall 
Come, vill come, and will not tarry. Then oppor- 
tunities of ſpiritual and bodily charity ceaſe for 
Ever. | ' ! . 4 
| 1 believe it is four months fince I heard from 
Mr ***, How precarious human interchanges 
of kindneſs! What a bleſſing, that the way to 
heaven is always open! Whenever we will, we 
may have acceſs to God through the blood of his 
Son. And he never faieth them that ſeck bim. 
How does Mr *** go on? Don't you ſome- 
times ſtir up the. embers in his heart, if ſo be 


the coals may glow; and the fire at length burn? 


U hope, your converſation is bleſſed to Mrs ““. 
Glad to find ſhe admits Mrs , to her company: 
a godly, ſenſible woman, who underſtands, reliſh- 
es, talks ſavourily and intelligently on the truths 
of the goſpel. —ls diſcreet likewiſe, knows. how 

Vol, VI. No 27. H e to 


| happy, happy experience ! | 
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to keep a becoming diſtance, and will not make a 
wrong, an aſſuming uſe of a lady's condeſcenſion. 
May the God of heaven bleſs them both, and 
give them to grow in grace, and in the know- 
ledge of our Lord 'and Saviour. Jeſus Chriſt. 
And what I pray for them, I pray for my dear 
n Ever yours, Go. 


| RIG 


— —— 


d . F. „ 100; e N <1 ON 

. My dear Friend, Tottenham, Juiy 14. 1751. 
AM ſorry to hear your account of Mr **#, 
See what ſnares are around ns. How the 
devil endeavours to obſtruct our uſefulneſs, by 


bletniſhing our credit. May the miniſters of Chriſt 
be upright and utidefiled in the way ! or elſe they 


will not be able to reprove and exhort with all 


(no, nor with any) authority. The God of 
power and faithfulneſs ſays of his church, ſays of 

is people; I the Lord keep it, I will water it every 
moment, left any bunt it : I will preſerve it night and 
day *. May this promiſe be our ſhield ! be ful- 
filled to us evermore ! Don't you go on, my dear 
friend, to lay up theſe ptecious pledges of heaven in 
your memory, and enrich your heart from them, 
by frequent meditation]! They are the ſeed of 
faith. By theſe we are to be made partakers of the 
vine nature. Partdkers of the divine nature] vo- 
lumes cannot explain, what is compriſed in thoſe 
ſew words. May we know what they mean, by 


I pity poor Mr ***, knowing what it is to be 


in a ſtate of Janguiſhing. Ah! ah! my dear Sir, 


H. 3&vil 3. 


lay 


- 
ee —— — 


nimal nature blooms. 


mites, and our 
and forrow ; how miſerable 


out an intereſt, an eſtabliſhed intereſt 
all-glorious Redeemer! ; 


abourer, will be heaven's everlaſting reſt 1 There 
may you meet him! and th 
ment of infinit 


— 


.—Blefled be 
be day before 
nh. Oh! what 6 


Ee P ˙¹ PU ͤ— re en rn 
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to keep a becoming diſtance, and will not make a 
wrong, an aſſuming uſe of a lady's condeſcenſion. 
May the God of heaven bleſs them both, and 
give them to grow in grace, and in the know- 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
And what I pray for them, I pray for my dear 
friend. Ever Rue Ge. 


— 
nnn... 
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M dear Friend, Tortenbam, July 14. 1751. 


AM ſorry to hear your account of Mr ve. 


devil endeavours to obſtruct our uſefulneſs, by 
bletniſhingour credit. May the miniſters of Chriſt 
be upright and utidefiled in the way ! or elſe they 


will not be able to * and exhort with all 


(no, nor with any) E ed The God of 
ower and faithfulneſs ſays of his church, ſays of 

is people; Ithe Lord ks it, I will water it — 
moment, left any bunt it : I will preſerve it night and 


day *. May This promiſe be our ſhield ! be ful- 


filled to us evermore ! Don'r on, my dear 
friend, to lay up theſe precious pledges of heaven in 
your memory, and enrich your heart from them, 
by frequent meditation! They are the ſced of 
faith. By theſe we are to be made partakers of the 
droine nature. Partdkers of the divine nature ! vo- 
lames cannot explain, what is compriſed in thoſe 
ſew words. May we know what they mean, by 


happy, happy experience | 


ity poor Mr , knowing what it is to be 


in a ſtate of Jangvithing, Ah! ah! a4 dear Nd 


bd. taxt et 


lay 


y—— rr —e— 
—— — — — — — 


See what ſnares are around us. How the 


» 


» 


4 
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lay up a ſtock of comfort, get your graces lively, 

while animal nature blooms. hen the blaſt of 
fickneſs ſmites, and our ſtrength becomes labour 
and ſorrow; how miſerable muſt be our condi- 
tion, without an intereſt, an eſtabliſhed intereſt 
in the all-glorious Redeemer! *' - 

Why do you cheriſh diſtruſtful thoughts of the 
blefſed God? Is he not boundleſs goodneſs? I's 
not his goodneſs greater than the heavens ? Does 
not his mercy, that lovely attribute, endure for 
ever? All the kindneſs of the moſt endeared re- 
lations, compared with the tender compaſſions of 
a God in Chriſt, are no better than cruelty itſelf, 
Read the laſt chapter of Hoſea. Hide it 10ithin 

our heart. Turn it into» prayer to the King of 
eaven} and I hope it will be to your ſoul, as the 
dawning-day after a darkſome night. "EN 

Our dear friend has met with uncommon fa, 
vour and acceptance. Excellent man! How does 
he work while it is day! How ſweet to ſuch 2 
labourer, will be heaven's everlaſting reſt! There 
may you meet him! and there find, as a monu- 
ment of W grace in Chriſt, 

: our truly- affectionate, r. 
LE T T E X WM. 

My dear Friend, OS. 18. 1751. 
WO of your letters are now before me, who 
| expected long ere this to have been be- 
fore the Judge of quick and dead.—Bleffed be 
God, I am got down ſtairs, and the day before 
yeſterday went abroad. in a coach. Oh! what 
great troubles and adverſities haſt thou ſhewed 
JJ RES 1 


. 


_ 


— — — 
4 * 
1 
* 


1 * | a \ | 
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me! Yet didſt thou turn and refreſh me; yea, 
and broughteſt me from the depth of the earth 
again. Oh! my dear friend, how ſhall I be 
thankful ? May that infinitely good and gracious 
God, who has given me ſuch cauſe, give me 
power to be grateful. May I be enabled to devote 
every moment of that life*which he has prolonged, 
and every faculty of that body which he has preſer- 
ved, devote them wholly to the honour of his 
bleſſed name. + | | o 
Poor s caſe I commiſerate. The charge 


attending my illneſs will be conſiderable; but 1 


am not without hopes that my father will be ſo 
gon as to defray it, then my hands will not be 
eightened : Oh! that my bowels may never 
be ſtreightened, . but may I draw out my ſoul to the 
hungry. | 
| 2 glad to hear that a ſeventh edition of Dr 
Stomboſe s book is demanded.— May it go forth 
in the name, in the ſtrength, and for the honour 
of the bleſſed Jeſus, and may it proſper ! Tho', 


as you obſerve, he and | think differently on ſome 


points; nor is the doctor an admirer of my fa- 
vourite author Mr Marſball. The acceptance how- 
ever which God has given to his and tomy own wri- 
tings, ſhould ſend both of us oftener to the throne 
of grace, and quicken our applications to the di- 
vine goodneſs ; that his all- powerful Spirit may 
accompany our inſtructions, and make them a real 
bleſſing to our readers. Fo 

I write, as a poor priſoner that lately ex- 


2 to have the ſentence of death executed ; 
ut has now got a ſhort, uncertain reprieve. May 


I ncyer forgot how much I ſhall want an 10 
| , fait 
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faith in the all- glorĩous Redeemer, when that 
awful change approaches. Let us labour after 
ſuch a firm eſtabliſhment in Chriſt,” ſuch an un- 
ſhaken affiance in his merits, and ſuch an unfeign- 
ed love of his name, as may make it gain to die, 
and the day of our diſſolution better than the 
day of our nativity.— Poor Dr * * #1! OI may 
he and his afflicted partner find conſolation in 

the faithfulneſs, the neſs, the unſearchable 
riches of 'Chriſt ! Theſe, apprehended by a ſweet, 
aſſured, ſoul-reviving faith ; theſe, I fay, are our 
| ſovereign ſupport under all troubles, and our 

moſt effectual preſervative from all temptations. 
We believe, bleſſed, bleſſed Jeſus, help our un- 


belief — I am, | | 

2 My dear Sir, 
Ever yours, while 
James Hervey. 


ö 


bs. th. I * Py — 9 8 tooth... % 
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T.ondon, Milz - lane, Dec. 3. 17511. 
. com 
T is probable, you may have heard of my late 


dangerous fickneſs; and it is more than pro- 


bable, nay, I look upon it as a certainty, that 


your good nature has admitted this circumſtance 


as an excuſe for my ſilence.— Indeed, dear Sir, 


T was fick, and nigh unto death. Little did 1 


think of writing any more to my friends, or of 
being written any longer among the living. O 
that 1 may devote the life that has been prolong- 


ed, devote it wholly to the God of my health and 
H 3 ; * 


my falvation 1 


_ — Vn TO 


I could 


cCious, precious faith. If all my iniquities were 


| ? ubliceque efuſdem generis babent inflituta ſacrificia. J. Cæſ. 
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I received by Dr * your quotation-from Plata, 


; _ proving that the prepontion a bears a vicarious 


ſignification *. For which be pleaſed to accept 
my thanks. It is a moſt reviving and delightful 
truth, that Chriſt has ſuffered in our ſtead, and 
bore all our fins in his own body on the tree. 


When | was lately upon the verge of eternity, 


and juſt going to launch into the inviſible world, 
conſolation in nothing, but this pre- 


laid upon the beloved Son, they will never be 
laid to my charge in the day of judgment. If the 


bleſſed Jeſus made full ſatis faction for my tranſ- 
Sr eſſions, the righteous God will never demand 


two payments of one debt. What an anchor for 
the ſoul is ſuch a belief! how ſure, how ſtedfaſt ! 
May it be our ſolace in life, and our ſecurity 
in death 

A volume of letters, written by the Earl of 


- Orrery to his fon, has very much captivated the 


attention of the public. Dr Brown's remarks too 
upon Lord Shaft/bury's Chargferiftics are, I think, 
equally worthy of univerſal acceptance. Iis a 


refined entertainment, to peruſe ſuch elegant and 


judicious compoſitions ; but how flat are they all, 


how jejune and ſpiritleſs, compared with the fin- 


The learned and Reverend Mr Nixon, Rector of Cold-High- 
am in Northamptonſhire, who furniſhed Mr Hervey with the 
proof from Plato that ar7: bears a vicarious fignification, hath 
communicated a remarkable paſſage, which ſhews that the no- 
tion of a vicarious ſacriſice prevailed alſo amongſt the old 
Gauls, Pra vita hominis niſi vita hominis reddatur, non joſe 
aliter Deerrtn immortalium numen placari arbitrantur Galli. 


de Bell. Gall. I. vi. c. 16. 


cere 


— — A _— ah 


* 
C 
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cere milk of the word; the lively bracles of God! 
I hope, they will always prove a whet to our ſpi- 


ritual appetite; quicken our deſires, and heighten 


our relith of that heavenly manna, which is ſpread 
over every page of the Bible. E 


1 ͤam, dear Sir, 
| Your very affectionate friend, Ce. 


4 
———— * 


EPP 

' My dear Friend, London, Jan. 14. 17532. 

Know you will excuſe my long filence, and 

acquit me on the receipt of this letter, though 
I own myſelf in your debt for another. When I 
have a lucid or a lively interval, I think it my 
duty to employ it, in attempting to faniſh my 
little work; which alas! proceeds as lowly, as 
my blood creeps heavily through my veins. Hap- 
Py» happy they ! who have firmneſs. of nerve, 
and fertility of thought; and are enabled to de- 
vote them both to their gracious Redeemer's ſer- 
VICE, r MOR 2490110 Ii 


Pleaſe to pay my beſt thanks to Dr-Cotton, for 


B 


his very delicate vifors. I wiſh they may do 
good, and promote virtue; then, I am perſuaded, 


"oy will anſwer the beneyolent intontion of the 
author, I waſh at the ſame time, that he would be 
a little explicit and courageous for Jeſus: Chriſt. 
He deſerves it at our hands, who for our fake 
endured: the croſs, and deſpiſed the ſhame : he 
will recompenſe it into our boſom, by owning 
us before his Father, and the holy angels. Nor 
can Lever think, that the ſpread: of our perſorm- 
W's. * ances 


„ e e pres rag opus Ht 
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ances will be obſtructed, by pleafing him, who 
has all hearts and all events in his ſoverei 

hand. —A viſion upon death, without a diſplay 
of Chriſt, ſeems to me like a body without a 


+ heart, or a heart without animal ſpirits. I am 


ſure, when I was lately (as myſelf and every one 
apprehended) on the brink of eternity, I found 
no-conſolation but in Chriſt; - Then I] felt, what 
I had ſo often read, that there is no other name 


iven under heaven, whereby man may obtain 


ife and ſalvation, but only the name, the pre- 


cious and ĩneſtimable name of Jeſus Chriſt. Oh! 
that its favour may be to us, both living and dy- 


ing, at ointment poured out. 
Tell Mrs , that ſhe has not offended me; 
but I am grieved, that 1 ſhould give her occafion 
for ſuch a ſuſpicion. 

You refer me to 2 Ech. bw, 49. "Tis a feet 


tes a noble and comforzable truth; and the 


apparent doctrine of ſcripture, however found in 
an apocryphal book. Oh! that we may ſeek 
more aſſiduouſly to our all- condeſcending and 
omnipotent F — He will never upbraid us 
for our importunity; be will never diſappoint 


our hope; he 1s able to do exceeding :bundantly 


above all that we can aſk or think: and, bleſſed 
for ever be his name, as is his power, ſo is his 
love to his people, his children, his heirs. In 
this bleſſed number may he rank my dear ir 
and his r rye rang S 


a * And I ſaid, Speak an, my ee way 


Thou art fore troubled in 1 0 for Iſracl's ſake : loveſt thou 


A E T. 
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4 Miles's-lane, March 24. 1752. 

/ NS 
|| eceived your favour.— l congratulate you on 
your ſucceſs in your profeſhon. Moſes lays, 

It 1s God who grueth power to get wealth, May 
ſuch acceſſions of proſperity, eularge your heart 
with gratitude, and attach your affections to our 
divine Benefactor !—I am ſorry to hear your ac- 
count of dear *. O! that we may be taught 
opere get To copper. Lord, lead me in a plain way, 
Was the prayer of a noble. ſufferer, May the thing 
that he prayed. for, be the defire of our heart, 
and guide of our life. I will very readily give 
him ſome Bibles, if he (for he is, if I miſtake - 
not, a member of the ſociety for promoting Chri- 
ſtian knowledge) will ſend me an order in his 
name, a dozen ſhall be at his ſervice, I ſhall 
think my own books are publiſhed to good pur- 
poſe, if they enable the author to diſtribute the 
nvaluable book of Gt. 2 
Upon reflection I charge myſelf with folly, for 
putting it into Mr **'s power to communicate a 
certain rumour, The wiſe man ſays humo- 
_ "roufly and ſarcaſtically ; Venture to conceal a ſecret, 
and be bold it will not burſt thee. Intimating with- 
al, that a ſecret in moſt people's breaſt, is like 
fermenting liquor in a caſk, which muſt have 
vent, or elſe it will burſt the veſſel, Therefore 


; Quid ds gitoque vire, er cui dices, ſeepe caveto... 
Mr , laſt piece I have not read through, T. - 
ean t ſay, I am ſond of that controverly. The 


a 
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doctrine of the perſeverance of Chriſt's ſervants, 
Chriſt's children, Chriſt's ſpouſe, and Chriſt's 
members, I am thoroughly perſuaded of. Pre- 
deſtination and reprobation I think of, with fear 
and trembling. And if I ſhould attempt to ſtudy 
them, I . ſtudy them on my knees. | 
I wiſh, you would aſk Dr Ss opinion about 
Eph, iv. 16. with relation to the anatomical pro- 
priety of the paſſage ; and with his, give me your 
own. —I know not what to do about publiſhing. 
May the Father of lights direct me! and not fi : 
fer me, either to write improperly, or to print 
precipitately — With thanks for your letter, and 
with prayers for your increaſe in faith, in love, 
and holineſs ; or, in that An gd of God, which 
i righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy in the Hcly 
6 Ghoſt —l am ever yours, G. . 


1 
* 


? 
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Dear Mr Nixon, _ Miles s-lane, 1752. 
| Am obliged to you, for the favour done me 
by your letter, and for the honour done me 
y your verſes to be engraved. under my mezzo- 
© tinto-pictuce. I ſhould have acknowledged both 
theſe obligations ſooner, if my printſeller had not 
been dilatory in publiſhing the picture; which is 
now tranſmitted to Dr Stonbonſe, and deſires your 

acceptance. * 1 399 'oE 

I cannot forbear thinking, that what is called 
honour, is a little capricious and whimſical. I. 
for my part, had taken my final leave of her; 
ex none of her favours, and was become 


 familiarly acquainted with contempt. How is 


it 


l 
C 


* 
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it then, that ſhe ſingles out a perſon, w hoſe name 
has long ago been ſtruck out of her liſt; and be- 
ſtows her careſſes upon a mean creature, that has 
been uſed to fit on the dunghill? O! chat it pan 
be for the glory of Chriſt's. grace, Chriſt's. wiſ- - - 
dom, Chriſt's power! May I ſerve to the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs, as a cloud is ſubſervient to the ſun 
in the firmament, which, though all-gloomy in 
itſelf, exhibits a tainbow; and thereby ſhews the 
world, what beautiful colours are combined in 
that magnificent luminary. dies 
Jou are pleaſed to inquire after my little work; 
dear dir, add to your kind inquiries, a prayer to 
God, that it may be executed under the anoint- 
ings of his Spirit, and appear (if ever it appears) 
under the — 4 of his bleſſing. My late ſick- 
neſs laid an abſolute embargo upon it, for a con- 
ſiderable time; and has ſo ſhattered my feeble 
conſtitution, that I proceed like a veſſel that has 
loſt. its rigging, and is full of leaks. However 
ſlowly I advance in this eflay, may I grow daily 
in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; and meet you, dear Sir, in 
that happy, happy haven, where we both would 
be. Till chen be pleaſed to rank, in the number 
of your ſincere and affectionate friends 
T , Your obliged humble ſervant, Ce. 
— — — — — — 


„ L248 e eee 
1 1 
Io his Mor uE. 
. Honoured Madam, | Abril 6. 


I Received your favour of the 4th inſtant. Am 
1 very ſorry to find my father is ſo ill. gp) 


* 


. 
* 
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and earneſtly pray, that the great eternal Lord of 
life and death, will rebuke his diſorder, and re- 
ſtore him to health. Vou need not doubt of being 
remembered in my ſupplications to the throne 
of grace. Ol that they were better! O ! that they 
_ proceeded from firmer faith, and were accompa- 
nied with greater fervour ! Poor and weak as t 
are, they are often put up in behalf of my honoured 
parents, that the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, may ſtrengthen them with all might, ac- 
cording tohis glorious power, unto all patience and 
long: ſuffering with joyfulneſs, may give them an 
humble reſignation to his blefled will; enable 
them to roejice even in their tribulations, and 
make all things work together for their good. — 
their exceeding great and everlaſting good. 
I have, in obedience to your orders, put my affairs 
in readineſs to leave the city; but hope there will 
be no occaſion for ſuch a ſpeedy removal. — But if 
I ſhould come, alas! what can 1 do ? My weakneſs 
15 inconceivable. None can know it but the all- 
ſearching God. I am evidently worſe, now the 
milder weather is advancing. _ 8 
F am glad to hear my ſiſter holds well. God 
always mingles our cup of affliction with ſome 
ſweetening drops. None but Chriſt, that dear 
and adored Redeemer,—none but Chriſt, had gall 
without any honey, and vengeance without any 
mercy, Bleſſed he his moſt holy name for endu- 
ring all kind of miſery, that we might want no 
manner of thing that is good.—lI am, &c. 


LE T. 
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SD 


= « 
Let. 101. or, LETTER S. vs -* 

J A 

Dear Sir, Tottenbam, October 18. 1751. 4 

HAT ſhall I fay, or how ſhall I excuſe . 7 

myſelf? I ſeem to be in the condition of 
Pharaoh's butler, who remembered not his good 
friend Foſepb, but forgat him. Vet be aſſured, 

dear Sir, that I have not forgot your kindneſs; I 
have retained a warm ſenſe of gratitude in my 
breaſt. The reaſon of my not acknowledging 
your favour ſooner was this; I propoſed to have 
tranſmitted my piece to your hands, (that part of 
it at leaſt, which was to be enriched with your 
own thoughts), that it might have the advantage 
ot your critical reviſal, and judicious corrections. 

hut extreme weakneſs of body has retarded me 
in accompliſhing, has almoſt rendered me inca- 

pable of proſecuting the work. To all which in- 
firmities the providence of our all-wiſe heavenly 
Father, has been pleaſed to ſuperadd a violent 
fever; which confined me for eight weeks, and 
brought me to the very brink of the grave. I beg 
of you, dear Sir, to accept my beſt thanks for your 
letter and its valuable contents; though late in 
their arrival, they are very ſincere in their tender. 

I hope you will give me leave to be obliged to you 
for one favour more, If ever the divine goodneſs 
ſhall enable me to complete my deſign, allow me 
to put it under your examination; I ſhall fend it 
abroad into the world, with much leſs trepidation, 
with much greater ſatisfaction, if it has under- 

gone the ſcrutiny of your judgment, and received 
the correction of your pen.—l am, at leaſt I with 
to be, ſenſible ef my own incapacity, for han- 


ang + 
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dling the glorious, the divinely-excellent truths of 


God's everlaſting goſpel. If the apoſtle, who had 


been caught up into the third heaven, could not- 
forbear crying out with ſo much vehemence, 
W ho u ſufficient for theſe things? what, OI what 
ſhall I ſay ? Indeed, I have much fear and trem- 


bling of heart, leſt I ſhould give ſome wrong 


touch to the ark; or by any imprudent, though 
officious kiſs, betray my divine Maſter to his ene- 
mies, rather than recommend him to the world. 


_ , —Good Sir, aſſiſt me with your prayers, that if 


I write, I may be anointed with that union 


from the Holy One, which may teach me all 


things, and lead me into all trath ; which may 
furniſh me with the tongue of the learned, and 
give me the pen of a ready writer. 


1 

Have you ſeen Mr Taylor's late treatiſe on the 
facrifice and atonement of Feſus Chrift If you have, 

_- I ſhould be glad to know what remarks occurred 


to yout mind on the peruſal.— As you are a lover 


of natural philoſophy, I wiſh you would confider 


the Bleſſing of Joſeph, Deut. xxxiii. 13. 14. 15. 
16. and favour me with your ſentiments upon 
that beautiful paſſage. —I ſhould not make either 
this or the preceding requeſt, if I had not the 
higheſt opinion of the freedom and fidelity of 
your ternper, and the accurate diſeernment of your 


. underſtanding.--As the bleſſed God has been plea- 


ſed to deaden your ſenſe of hearing, may he 


daily quicken your ſpiritual ſenſes, to diſcern both 


and evil. May he give to hear the 
ſweet and ſtill voice of his good Spirit, witneſſing 
with your ſpirit, that you ate the child of God, 
and an heir of glory! And would you 1 
a | | | the 
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Let. 102. or LET TERS./ 127 


the ſame bleſſing for your unworthy friend, it 

would be a kindneſs moſt gratefully to be acknow- 
ledged by, dear Sir, 1015 1 

0s Your much obliged, and 

02 5 affectionate ſervant, J. H. 


P. S. We have put one of Mr Moſes Browns 


children apprentice to a handſome buſineſs, and 


it will be a pleaſure to do ſo worthy a man 


all the ſervice that lies in my power. | 


— e = 2 a a ad * Py 


L E T TU N . 
Dear Siſtar, London, Miles s-lane, Dec. 22.1751. 
Eſterday in the afternoon, Mr * and his 
mother called upon me; he offered to con- 
vey a letter or any meſſage to Weſton, I could not 
negle& this opportunity of ſending you my beſt 
wiſhes, and the congratulations of the ſeaſon,  _ 
Pleaſe to thank my mother for her kind letter. 
— The wine was to have come laſt week, but my 
brother forgot to give the neceſſary orders, until 
it was too late. I hope no ſuch diſappointment will 
happen, if we live to ſee the end of this week. 
I wiſh you much of the divine preſence, and joy 
of the Lord in uſing it. May we all drink of 
thoſe living waters, which Chriſt Jeſus has pro- 
miſed in his goſpel! Of which they who drank, 
ſhall thirſt no more; but they ſhall be in them a 
well of water, ſpringing up into everlaſting life. 
Pray let me know, what thoſe living waters mean? 
I have no preſent to make you this Chriffmas, 
unleſs you will accept one from God's holy word. 


In the ninth chapter of {/azab, it is foretold, that 


„ 
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2.4 finners, (hall not only have a good hope, 
ſhall even rejoice before God; rejoice with 
exceeding great joy; ſuch as the huſbandman 
feels, when he gathers in his harveſt, and re- 
ctives the reward of all his toil ; ſuch as the ſol- 
dier experiences, when he has conquered his ene- 
my, and is dividing the ſpoil. 

What ſhall be the ſource of this joy Nee 
worldly wealth? Alas! riches make themſelves 
wings, and fly away. They profit not in the day 
of wrath.—Their carnal pleaſures ?. Theſe are 
always froth, and frequently gall. To be ena- 


moured with .theſe, is death —Their own good 
deeds ? Theſe are a broken reed, a filthy rag; 


and ſhould cover us with confuſion, not fill us 
with conceit.—Whence then is this joy to flow ? 
From Chriſt, wholly from Chriſt : he is the rich 


gift of God, he is the pearl of great price; the 


only conſolation. of finners, and the ſupreme joy 


of his people. Therefore the prophet adds, in 
the language of triumph and exultation, To us a 
Child is born, to us a Son is given, and the govern- 

ment ſhall be upon his ſhoulder ; and his name 


Hall be called Wonderful, Counſellor, the Mighty 


God, the Everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace. 


This Child is Jeſus Chriſt, who is the foundation 


of all our comfort, the ſpring of all true delight. 
lie is the Son of the Moſt High, yet given to 
' be made man, to be made a ſacrifice, to A made 
a curſe, for us.—So great, that the government 
of univerſal nature is upon his ſhoulder. The 
ſceptre of ſupreme authority is in his hand : he 


is Head over all things to his church.—So glorious, 


that his name ſhall be called Wonderful. God and 
man 


1 * 
N 
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man in one 2 and marvellous perſon, | 
clothed with clay,, yet poſſeſſed of all the fulneſs 
J of the S. like Jacob's ladder; whoſe 
. foot was fixed on earth, 22 the ſummit was 
| loſt in the ſkies. —S0 gracious, that he is he Ca- 
felor to inſttuct ignorant creatures, and by his 

word and Spirit make them wiſe unto falvation-- S 


| The mighty Ged; to ſubdue our iniquities, IM I; 
| his laws in our hearts, and make us partakers 0 


A4 divine nature. The Prince of Peace ; reconc 
us to God by his death; and making . proce, 34 3 
the blood of his croſs; by ap; plying theſe bleſſings + 7 
to our. conſciences, fling us with that 7 E 
God, which paſſeth all underſtanding. be ever- — 
lafting Father ; to cheriſh us under” > Wings © . X 
his Grideace and grace, to make all 55 work h 
|  togyſther for our good,” and prepiite for ud an ever- 
+ hſting inheritange; even thie 9 incor- _ 
$6.24 _ raptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away 2 

D © may the adorable Redeemer be all this to us 71 
The prophet repeats this expreſſion, To Us. en 8 
circumſtance is of the laſt 1 8 Then — _ 
Only is Chriſt our Fountain of life, and full of _ 

delights, when he is all this, does all 80 to us, 2 

even to us. 5 

Let this ſerip ture be the ſabj ject of our medita- 
tion, amidſt the app toachiing ſolemnity. And 
may an. everlaſting 5 of its bleſſings. give an 
tional, a 3 reliſh to all our other en- 
e —1 am * affectionate . % 
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L E T T E nn. 
Dear Sir, e e ee wy | 
Tr is not the difficulty of anſwering Dr * *'s 
queſtion, that makes me avoid it, but the 


diſagreeable nature of the office ; as it will oblige 


me to ſhew, that he entirely miſtakes both the 
nature of the ſcriptures, and the nature of man. 
He would make Dr **'s and Dr ***'s ſentiments 
of things, the touch-ſtone of divine revelation. 


What is level to their apprehenfions, muſt be 
right; what comports with their notions, muſt 


be true. At this rate, they are not doers of the 
law, but judges. On the contrary, if they do 
not underitand the doctrine of union with Chriſt, 
or the fitneſs of free juſtification to promote holi- 
neſs, it is becauſe their underſtandings are dark- 
ened: it is a ſign, that they want the eye-ſalve; 
a proof, that their ſenſes are not exerciſed to diſ- 


cern between good and evil. i 


Dr ** has Roman virtue; but indeed he very 
much wants the eye-ſalve. He ſees no glory and 
comelineſs in Chriſt, but much in his own con- 
formity to the commands of his Maker. —While 
ſuch ſentiments ee the mind, people have no 
eyes to diſcern the beauty of free grace. Chriſt 
is juſt as infignificant, as the phyſician's offerin 
to preſcribe- for a Prom in perfect health.— 
am ſure, my poor, lame, mangled conformity to 
my Maker's commands, fills me with ſhame, and 
would make me hang down my head as a bulruſh. 
But my Lord's death, my Lord's obedience, my 
divine Lords merit, encourages me, emboldens 
me, . and enables me to ſay, Who ſhall condemn 
me ?—Pe pleaſed, by the by, to compare Dr s 
foundation 


Let.rog. or L E T T E R S. 131 


foundation for comfort and confidence, with St 
Paul's, Rom. viii. 33. 34. Who is in the right, 


8 L leave you to determine. I will only venture to 
0 aſſert, that Paul of Tarſus had as much confor- 
e mity to the commands of his Maker as our ami- 
= able friend. Oh! that he was leſs amiable in his 
1. own eyes; and knew himſelf to be * wretched, 
8 and miſerable, and poor, and blind, and nad 7 
1. See Rev. iii. 17. 

be 1. A perſuaſion af our e 10 
t SH 4 God, previous to our performance of holy du- 
ic ties. —Dr * aſks, what is the foundation of 
lo ſuch a perſuaſion ?—To: which L anſwer; The 
t. doctrine delivered by St Paul, Rom. v. 10. When 
i- abe were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the 
(= death of his Son. From this paſſage he will ſee, 


that reconciliation to God is previous to our per- 


{- formance of holy duties. It is a bleſſing procured 

| for enemies; and to ſay, that enemies have per- 

ry formed holy duties, is to confound: the difference 
between rebels and is to make rebellion. 


_ allegiance the ſame.—Nay more, this bleſſ- 
ing has no manner of ence on our per- 
3 of boly duties, it is -procured, 
not partially, but wholly procured by the death 
of Chriſt. It is not ſaid, when we, who were 
ſometime enemies, began to perform holy duties; 


but when we were enemies, while we were ene- 


1d mies, and conſidered only as enemies. Then, 
h. even then. Wondrous grace ! grace worthy of 
ay a God] Will not ſuch grace ineline the rebels to 
ns throw down their arms * 

in The Doctor having laid ſome premiſes, 
Ps wales this inference Hence the phraſe of our 


} I 2 ec reconciliation 


So; 
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« reconciliation :o God, when we have renoun- 
e ced our fins.” But. does this inference tally 
with the apoſtle's declaration, or is it the proper 


conſequence of his doctrine? Let not the acute 


diſputant, but the way-faring man judge. 
Our bleſſed Saviour, adds the Doctor. di- 


« rectly aſſerts, that the performance of religious 


« duties is the ſole evidence of our reconcilia- 
« tion. - We are not inquiring. about the evi- 


dences of reconciliation, but about the way to ac- 


quire them. To determine what are the evi- 
dences of a cure, is eaſy enough; bur to preſcribe 
the expeditious and certain method of working 


the cure, this is the thing we want. Here, ac- 


cording to my poor opinion, Mr Marſhall excells 
as much in the ſpiritual, as Dr ** in the N 


Therapeutica 


The Doctor urges our ue s words, Ye e are 


my | friends, if ye do whatſoever I command you. — 


Wandering from the point again. The queſtion 
is, How we ſhall be animated, ſtrengthened, and 


enabled to do them? _ — | 
Upon this ſubject reaſon tells us, that ſoch a 
diſcharge of — duties can alone convince a 


' Chriſtian of the fincerity of his profeſſion. —lt 


may be ſo; but pray, Madam Reaſon, don't be 
- impertinent, we did not aſk your opinion upon 
the point; if you would ſpeak to the purpoſe, 
you muſt tell us, how we may be enabled to diſ- 
charge theſe religious duties. Does your Ladyſhip 
know, which is the firſt religious duty ? I que- 


ſtion it; be content therefore to receive informa- 
tion from ſcripture: Thou ſhalt love tbe Lord thy 


| Gu! with all thy Lrart.. This is the firſt religious 


* 17 3: 1 duty; 
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duty; now tell Or ** and me, tell us honeſt- 


ly and explicitly, how we can perform this duty? 
Is it poſſible to love the Lord, "ts love him with 
all our heart, if we look upon him as incenſed a- 
gainſt us, untecbnciled to us? Is it poſſible to 


love him when we apprehend ourſelves to be un- 


der his wrath, or ſuſpect that he will Joes an 
enemy to us at the laſt? | 

The Doctor having a higher opinion of rea- 
ſon * than I, is a greater favourite with her; L. 
would therefore beg to know of him, what reply 
ſne makes to this interrogatory ; and 1 promiſe 
beforchand, that I will ſtand to her award, if 
ſhe can point out any method of practiſing this 


dut 3 different form that propoſed by Mr Mar=: - 


then my favourite author and myſelf. will 
ſubmit to the charge of enthufttaſm. 5 
2dly, A perſuaſion of our future enjoy- 
« ment of the heavenly happineſs, 2 to 
our performance of holy duties. 

I aſk Mr Hervey, © What is the fouldatlptrf 
ſuch a perſuaſion? Mr Hervey anſwers, Our 
free juſtification through Jeſus Chriſt, which we 
receive under the character of ungodly perſons; 
conſequently, before the performance of good 
works, Rom: iv. 5.—l1 antwer again, The free 
promiſe of God: God hath given unto us eternal 
lite, 1 Jobn v 11. But is not this promiſe found- 
ed on our own duties and obedienee ? No, but 


on the duties and obedience of our 1 Medi- 


ator. - This life is in bis Son. 


In the firſt book of the ſacred writingsis this 


importanr interrogatory, made by God mant; 
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F thou doſt well, ſhalt thou not be accepted Here 
] beg leave to aſk, in my turn, Which is the our 
ſon who does well? Dr “*, who would | 
ſuade us to reject the gift of God, (1 Jobn v.11. 5. ö 
and not believe his word ? or Mr Marſhall, who 
would engage us to credit the divine deelaration, 
and teceive the divine gift? The apoſtle ſays, by 
not believing this record, ur nate God a liar, 
„ bn v. 10. And ſhall we call this doing 
well? or is this the way to be accepted? 
Ihe Doctor farther urges, in the very laſt chap- 
ter of the fame ſacred volumes we are told, Big 
ſed are they ub da bis commandments, tbat 
may bave 'a right: to. the tree of liſe.— Let me atk 
does the Doctor remember, what the com- 
mandments of the Almighty are? He may ſee 


them reduced to two particulars, and ranged in 


the exacteſt order, 1 Jabn iii. 23. The firſt of 
theſe: commandments is, That ue believe on the 
name of bit Son Jeſus Chrift. Let the Doctor only 
interpret this precept, tell me what is included in 
this injunction, and I am inclined to think, he 
will find each of Mr Marfpall's preliminary arti- 
cles contained in its import. To believe in 
Chriſt, is to live under a perſuaſion, that he has 
died to reconcile me to God; that he has obeyed 
to obtain eternal life for me; and intercedes in 
e that I may receive the Holy Ghoſt the 
Comforter.— Take away theſe ingredients from 
taith, and its ſpirit evaporates; its very life ex- 
pires; you have notkiog left, - but a mere * 
mortuum. BY 7 & "7 N 
Ihe Doctor charges us with . 4 
But is it pride, to confeſs ourſelves ungodly 


A x wretches; 
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wretchesz and as ſuch, to receive free juſtifica- | 
tion from infinitely-rich grace. ?!—** With pre- 
«« ſumption and unwarrantable perſuaſions. — 
But is that a preſumptuous claim, or that an un- 
warrantable perſuaſion, which is founded on the 
infallible promiſe af God, and implied in the 

very natute of faith — He bids us beware, 
« leſt we be the dupes of our own credulity.“ 

We thank him for the friendly admonition ;; and, 

to ſhew our gratitude, we would ſuggeſt a cau- 
tion to our worthy friend, that before he argues 
on a religious ſuhject, he would gain clearer. 
ideas of its nature. He talks of reconciliation, 
as implying concern and grief. Here he fights 
with a ſhadow, and a ſhadow of his own rai- 
ſing; no mortal ever affirmed or dreamed vf any 
ſuch thing. Reconciliation. is neither more nor 
leſs, than a removal of offence, and a reſtora- 
tion tv favour. He mentions. Mr, Marſba/”'s, 
three propoſitions, - as the requiſite ſignals of 
faith; whereas they ate the conſtitutent parts, the 
very eſſence of faith; they differ as much from 
a ſignal, as the florid blood and lively ſpirits 
differ from the bloom on the cheek, or the 
ſparkle in the eye.—He tells us, that the faith 
of the Jeu was one thing; but after our Sa- 

„ viour's death, the faith of the Gentila was 
« another.“ St Paul, who was a Jew by birth, 
and an apoſtle. of the Gentiles by office, tells us 
the very reverſe. There is one faith, of Which 
Chriſt the Lamb, lian from the foundstion of 
the world, was and is the invariable object. T6 
him give all the prophets, as well as all the apoſtles, 
witneſs, that whoſoever believeth in him ſhall recerve 
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remiſſion of fins. Believing in Chriſt, we ſee, is 
the one, conſtant, — way, in which both 
Neun and Gentiles, the hearers of the prophets and 


the converts of the apoſtles, 3 5 


life, and glory. 1 5 
Had Dr **- obſerved this 3 be 5 
not: have ſpent ſo many needleſs and randem 
words on the third propoſition,” which proceed“ 
upon an àbſolute miſtake” of the Point. „ WE“ 
** advocates for ſelf- ſufficieney in man! F Won: 
der how the ingenious Doctor can entertait fuch? - 
a fuſpicion, eſpecially as he knows, we have ſubbß 
ſeribed, we believe, and we maintain the tem 
. article of our charch. He has blamed us for 
mis dief ;* therefore he ſhould, in all reaſon, 
himſelf for thoſe extravagant excurfions 
ng which are juſt as far from ſobriety 
e as 


the Antipodes are from the latitude 
- Our maxim and Mr Marſhalls mean- 


ing Thoagh Jeſs chan nothing, though worſe 
the othitig 6 -ourſelves,- we can do all —_ 
thfor Chris 1 ban 2 us. wy a, Ons”, * 
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HO. 39346 256 7 46 Saturday Morning. N 
SHALL I beg on to tell Dr , that his 
beaurifol 7 F; * were by Dedſley the Wok 
— put into the hands of a very pious and in- 
genious I. Friend of mine, who propoſes an. altera- 
0 8 05 ninth DIG of he” faxty-ninth page of 
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5 the fifth edition, where he would read Jeſus in- 
4 ficad\6ftiraged ith Silt i 15 hbrtf 907 TS 399 
; At that important hour f need, _ 
Feu ſhall prove a friend indeed. 
- But I am nor of his opinion, unleſs an uniform 
1 "Van „ . . | 

a vein of evangelical dodtrine had run through the 
2 hole. This, I myſt confeſs, I could, have, been 
3 9550 to have ſeen in ſo elegant a poem, | where. 


55 fancy, and Prior's eaſe are united: And 
hope if the Doctor ſhould ever write any more 
poetry, he will take this important hint into his 
conſidetation. Indeed he ought; for even in his 
Vilon on death, be has not paid the leaſt regard to 
55 Chriſt our Redeemer, the Conqueror of death, 
ik I preſume they ſell according to our wiſhes. May 
they, under the bleſſing of a moſt gracious God, 
impart good to the world, and bring gain to the 
Wann, 55 A . 

If I miſtake not, you are 2 ſubſcribing; member 

of the fociety for promoting Chriſtian knowledge; 

will you be ſo kind as to procure for me a dozen 

of Bibles, and a dozen of the Biſhop of Man on. 

the Lord's ſypper!—Lgive away thut to commu- 
nicants, becauſe it has the communion+ſervige in 
1 it; and becauſe it is more evangelical, | and leſg 
exceptionable than the generality of what are cal- 

led preparations for, or companions at the ſacra- 

ment too many of which books, by long pray» 
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- . 4 
4." 3% 
* * a 


\ 


ers for each day in the week, and by injudicious re- 


preſentations, have ſometimes, I fear, a contrary 
effect to what, was intended. I had once a de- 
ſign, nor have I wholly laid it afide, of extract 
ing from Fenks's office of devotion, the few leaves 
he hat here wrote ſo pathetically on the ſacrament, 


'F 
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and of printing them with the communion- ſer- 
vice, after the manner of the Biſhop of Man; 
adding on the fades ſuitable obſervations.of m 
own, to ſupply Jenks's deficiencies. - I propoſe 
| likewiſe to add what Mar/ball ſays on the ſubjeR, 
and inſert from the Biſhop of Man, his ſhort, yet 
ſtriking meditations on Jon e well-choſen texts "of 
ſcripture, which will be of fervice to every one; 
. . particularly to thoſe who are unaccuſtomed to 
medirate, or have no talents for it, and. conſe- 
_ quently want ſuch an aſſiſtance to employ the time 
while others are hs te the bread and wine.— 
What fays my fidus Achates to this ? Give it a 
place in your thoughts; and however we may 
determine on this, let us determine to cleave more 
cloſely to the Lord, and wait upon our God con- 
tinually. Unto thee lift I up mine eyes, O thou that 
doellejt m the heavens. Let this be our pattern. 
and ſuch our practice. To his tender care, and 


nen guidance, I commit you; and am 
Write N c. 
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"Dear Sir, London, Miles's Lane, Aprilg 9. 17 52. 
OON after I received your laſt fayour, we 
were viſited by a very alarming providence ; 
a fire broke out in a ſugar-baker's workhouſe, 
art of which communicated with my brother's 
houſe, and the whole was ſeparated from us, on- 
ly by a court-yard, four ot five yards in breadth, 
7 hree engines 194 76 from his houſe, and an- 
other ſtood ready in the dining-room, in caſe 
of any unexpected exigency, Me were all con» 
«Cap 1 33d ; Oi. IU WELD Is ſternation 


4 
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ſternation and confuſion; in the hurry, I miſlaid 
ſome where or other your valuable letter, and 
cannot recover it by any ſearch. I with you would 
be fo kind, as to direct me once more to the ma- 

gazine, in which your chronological obſervation. 
is inſerted. 1 ſhall be more particularly pleaſed, 


to ſee difficulties of this nature cleared up be- 
cauſe/ the works of a very celebrated genius are 


lately publiſhed, in which he very much decries 
the chronology and hiſtory of the ſacred ſetiptures; 
I mean ſome poſthumous volumes, written by the 
late Lord Balngbroke., 1 + 119 4 
You will excuſe me, for not making my thank- 
ful acknowledgments ſooner. - The. objections 
you- ſtarted, and the anſwers you gave, were rich- 
ly worth preſerving ; I am truly ſarry, that the 
atormentioned  dulaſter has, I feat, (deprived 
me of them. Have you no copy taken for your 
own ſatisfaction? With relation to my intended 
work, if it was in your bands, I believe, you 


vu ould not think it expedient, to add any thing more 


of the argumentative kind. I fear, I have been 
too prolix already; and if ever I ſhould be ſo hap- 
py as to obtain your reviſal of it; ſhould be very 
deſirous that you would make very free with the 
pruning - knife.— I have no vindication, but ſome 
excuſe, for my delay in writing. I catched ſuch 
a cold, on the late territying occaſion, (being 
obliged to wade through water, in order to eſcape 
the fire), as confined me to my chamber ſeveral 
weeks. I mentioned to you Th s treatile of 
original. fin. | As you have not ſeen the work, give 
me leave to tranſmit, as fully as I can recolleR, 


one or two of his objections to the orthodox opi- 


| nion. 
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nion. God is the 2 Maker; the true and immediate 
Maker of all men, Jab xxxi. 1 5. Now tis im- 
poſſible that God ſhould make our nature, and 
yet not make the qualities and propenſities which 
it has when made. Therefore, whatever prin- 
ciples, or whatever feeds are implanted in our 
conſtitution, they cannot r of ini- 
uity nor ſeeds of 2 becauſe they are all in- 
ſed and planted b Pp our infinitely + and holy 
Creator. Such paſhons, appetites, propenſities, 
cannot be ſinful, becauſe they are neceffary and 
unavojdable, (and that cannot be ſinful in me, 
which I can nowiſe avoid, help, or hinder), nei- 
ther can they render us objects of God's wrath; 
tor it is in finitely abſurd, and highly dihonour- 
able to God, to ſuppole he is difpleaſed at vs, tor 
what he himſelf has infuſed into our nature. 
What fays St James? * Therowith curſe we men, 
who are made after the fimilitude of Ged. The fi- 
militadeof God fignities thoſe moral endowments, 
which diſtinguiſh rhe poſſeſſor, both from the 
brutes and the devils: and in this image, or veil- 
ed with theſe qualifications. nen are made. What 
then becomes of the doctrine of original fin? 
St Paul ſpeaks of people, that had their un- 
derſtanding darkened, that were alienated in 
their minds, were haters of God, Sc. But 
this is affirmed of the idolatrous Heathen. - The 
very Gentiles, according to St Paul's account, 
ſhew the work off the law written on their hearts, 
their conſeiences meanwhile accuſing or elſe excuſing 
one another. Here then are Heathens, who have 
the * of the law, (not barely ago 3 


James fi. 9. 


o 


their 
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their underſtanding, but) written on their hearts; 
have both the knowledge and the love of its 
moral precepts; with an awakened tender con- 
ſcience, ever ready to act the part of an ĩmpar- 
tial reprover, or a zealous advocate; apd what 
higher character can you give of your firſt-rate 
believer? They are alſo ſaid to do. y nature the 
things contained in the law ; an irreftragable proof 
that our nature is not ſo depraved in point of in- 
clination, nor ſo diſabled with regard to its exe- 
cutive powers, as the doctrine of original ſin ſup- 
les. 1 „ 4 | + £133.97 L la 
3 me requeſt the favour of your ſentiments 
upon the preceding objections. Four ingenious 
remarks on Deut. xxxiu. 13. Cc. I received; I 
prize, and I thank your for them. May the gra- 
cious God, for a recompenſe, lead you farther 
and farther into the unſearchable treaſures of wiſ- 
dom hid in the - ſcriptures, | and fill you with all 
wiſdom and ſpiritual underſtanding. I comfort 
myſelf in thinking, that you do not in your pray- 
ere forget, dear, wott eee 
= cad Yqur much-obliged, and 
© © *Truly-affetionate friend, 
Tv i | We" wat 4 , 
J. HER VV. 


- 7 . ' r 


— — 
c ( 
Reverend Sir, Weſton- Favell, Dec. 14. 1752. 
Ittle did I think, when I recommended, to 
the public, the Obſeruations on—F, that 1 


Hervey, vol. V. n 


* 


PFProbably the Obſervations on Tacitus, commended by Mr 
4 TI. 4 2 341 w \J 
N:ould 
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ſhould be ſo agreeably and amply recompenſed 
for my occaſional note; recompeuſed with a let- 
ter from the author; which, I aſſure you, was 
extremely welcome ; not only on account of the 
ſame ſtrain of elegance, which runs through and' 
aderns your book; but for the tender which it 
brought me, of a very valuable acceſſion to the 
ſmall number of my friends. — Vour friendſhip, 
dear Sir, I accept as a privilege, and ſhall cultivate 
with delight. Only I muſt, in common juſtice, 
forewarn you of one particular: That your ſoci- 
al intercourſes with James Hervey, will be an 
exerciſe of charity, rather than an advantageous 
traffic to yourſelf. Beſides other reaſons, which 
I might too truly allege for the ſupport of this 
hint, a long- continued habit of indiſpoſition and 
bodily weakneſs, has laid a heavy hand on my a- 
nimal ſpirits, which (take my word for it, ſince 
I hope you will never know it by experience) 
both cramps the exertion and obſtructs the im- 
provement of the intellectual faculties. —You 
remember, however, who has ſaid, I its more 
bleſſed to give than to recetus z which, I think, will 
hold when applied either to the treaſures 
of the mind, or the riches of fortune. 
Tour approbation of any thing in my ſlight re- 
marks, will give me ſingular ſatisfaction; yet I 
ſhould be no leſs obliged for your free thoughts, 
on what ſhould have been added, — or 
altered. Let this, dear Sir, be the firſt- fruits of 
our friendſhip. Point out my blemiſbes, and 
ſupply my defects. Applauſe may be more ſooth- 
ing to my vanity ; but ſuch kind corrections will 
be more pleaſing to my judgment, and more ſer- 
44 | viceable 
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viceable to our common cauſe. | Tis ſcarce pro- 
bable, that a ſecond edition ſhould be publiſhed, as 
the firſt was numerous; but if there ſhould be 
ſuch a demand, I am ſure, your animadverſions 
would enrich and ennoble "I 

I thank you for your reflections on the ſerip2 
tures, which are perfectly juſt, and peculiarly a- 
nimated. I cannot but with, that the vindication 
of their di and the diſpl play of their excel- 
cy, had gallen to your ſhare, © This, 1 truſt; 
7s a Arte reſerved for your pen; to be drawn; - 
with tenfold energy and ſucceſs, -on ſome future 
occaſion. And may you, when called to ſuch an 
rtant work, be à veſſe/ unto Laune, 4 

— 3 for the Maſter's uſe I © 
I bene God for the juſt notions you Saving con- 
cerning the Holy Spirit, and the neceſſity of his 
enlightening influences; without * the 
ſcriptures will be a ſealed book, and even the word 
of life a dead letter. Men of ſuperior abilities 
too often lean to their own underſtanding, and 
reject the guidance, the teachings, of the Holy 
Ghoſt. Not becauſe theſe are not mentioned, 
inſiſted upon, promiſed in the goſpel; but be- 
cauſe they fancy themſelves capable of compre- 
hending, without any /ſi ural aid, 74 Hi 
awe „. But may we, Sir, be ſenſible ever 
ſenſible, that all our ſufficiency is of God; and not 
bluſh to be the humble pupils of the heavenly 
Teacher, who bidetb theſe dings from the wiſe an 
prudent, but revealeth them unto babes.—l am de- 
firous of being taught by the labours of learned 
men; more deſirous of being taught by the writ- 
ten word of revelation: but, amidſt all, and a. 
| bove 
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bove all, to be taught of God; or, as our liturgy 

very boldy, but — improperly, explains the 
n 2 e by the inſpiration of God's Holy 
pirit. 

I am pleaſed to hear from .., that you are 
fituated near that worthy gentleman Dr , 
whoſe works praiſe him in the gate; to whom 
belongs that noble character, The liberal perſon de- 

viſeth. liberal things ; to whom, I truſt, will be 
made that rmeſtimable promiſe, in its fulleſt © | 
tent, By liberal things ſhall he ſtand. They ſhall 
SR his witneſſes at the day of eternal · judgment, 
hat his faith in Chriſt "Jeſus, has neither been 
empty, barren, nor dead. — When en 255 have 
the pleaſure of waiting on him, be ſo good as 
to preſent hin wath my moſt e _— 
ments. 
Lou are not * the leaſt obligation to me, 
for bearing my teſtimony to your late perform- 
ance. It is a debt which I owe, for the delight 
I received in peruſing it. I wiſh, it may, ſoon 
come to a ſecond edition : And; if my atteſta- 
tion to its merit ie a means of odds it in- 
to the hands of my readers, I don't doubt, but 
it will do an honour to my taſte. The preſent, 
E you promiſe me, will be very acceptable: 
But, my dear Sir, if you have a family, or your 
circumſtances ſhould not be affluent, 'I beg you 
will not think of it. You ſee I follow your ex- 
ample, and ſpeak, not as a new VNOCAnce; 
bat as a boſom- friend. * 
Should it ever be 1 in my power to Jo 500 any 
ſervice, I can ſuggeſt a method, whereby you 


| might repay, mare than repay the e. That 
1 9500 is, 


_ 
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is, by taking the trouble of reviſing a little work, 
which 1 have upon the anvil, and beſtowing up- 

on it your free remarks. A few touches from 
your pen would, if the thing be not incorrigibly 

ad, very much improve it. Had I not ſcen a 
diſplay of your judgment and delicacy, in the 
Oſſervationt, &c. | thould not have aſked (auch 
an inſtance of your friendſhip: whereas now [ 

e nnot but earneſtly deſire it, ſhall highly eſteem 

it, and ſhall very chankfally acknowledge it. 

Not by might, nor by firength, but by my Spirit, 

faith the Lord. And we may truly ſay, Not by 
poliſhed dition, or brilliant ſentiment ; not by 
the arts of perſuaſion, or the force of reaſoning ; 
but by God almighty's bleſſing, our attempts are 
prevalent, and our books ſuccetsfu], This is myxy 
comfort, and this my confidence: as an author, 1 
would aim, ſingly aim at the glory of my divine 2 
Maſter, and the furtherance of his everlaſting 
goſpel. Then I would reſign the iſſue of my 
endeavours wholly to his providence and grace 
who can, out of the-mouths of babes and ſuck- ' 
lings, perfect his praiſe. Nevertheleſs, I would 
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- by no means neglect the recommendations of a 
* graceful compoſition. I would be glad to have 
the apples of gold, which are the truths of our 
* holy religion, conveved or ſet in pictures of filyer. 
- For this we h ve the genius of human nature, 
we which, generally (peaking, mult be pleaſed, in or- 
| der to be profited. For this we have the precedent 
FS of the wiſeſt of men, who ſougbt and found out ac- 
* _ Ceptable words, even when that which was written, 
— was the truth of God. ff it is conſiſtent with your 
— other engagements, to oblige me in this very ſub- 
: Vor. VI. Ne 25. K ſtantial 
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ſtantial manner,. , who undertakes to tranſ- 


mit this letter, has promiſed to convey a little 
parcel to your hands. 

Il wiſh you, Sir, what the eloquent apoſtle 
ſtyles, '* tbe riches of the full aſſurance of under- 
fanding; and turning my wiſhes into prayers, take 

my leave, and profeſs myſelf, Rev. Sir, 1 


Four truly · affectionate | 
Friend and Brother, . 
J. HERYE x. 


"LETTER cli. 


2 dear Friend, 


HE apoſtle warns us not to 1 


with every wind of doctrine.— I think, Mar- 


ſhall has anſwered great part of Dr s letter, 
9 ee page 96. 97-0 
%, at his leiſure to ſhew, wherein he 
dd Mar Mall to be unſeriptural.— Vou may 
depend upon it, I ſhall appeal from the Doctor's 
determination, unleſs he ſupports it by ſcripture. 
— The and unlearned nerally underſtand 
the goſpel better than the accompliſhed ſcholars ; 
becauſe it pleaſes God, by the fooliſhneſs + of 
preaching, to fave them that believe.—God long 
ago foretold, that but few would underſtand and 
receive evangelical truth. bo hath believed our 
report ? ſays Jſaiab: Very, very few. To this 
St Paul adds ; Not many wiſe, not many mighty are 
called. The attri — of the Deity will "Nos 


h * See Gol l. 2. + Sce 1 Cor. i. 21. M1, 
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the 8vo edition). — Pray de- 


S eee ee tad tn. r Bu 


S «a. =_ 


— 


Let. o. „ L ET T ERS. 147 


clear from all juſt impeachment, if we demon- 
ſtrate, that his doctrine is moſt excellently calcu- 
lated, to humble the ſinner, to exalt the Saviour, 
and promote filial obedience Let the objections 
and miſapprehenſions of ſuch learned and ingeni- 
ous men, teach us to diſtruſt our own ability; 
not to lean to our own underſtandings, but ſeek 
more earneſtly for the Spirit of wiſdom and re- 
velation. 

Dr thinks the doctrine delivered in Mar- 
ſhall's book to be inconſiſtent with ſcripture, and 
repugnant to reaſon, — Whereas 1 think it contains 
the very marrow of ſcripture; conſequently” is 
reaſon in its higheſt refinement. I daily experi- 
ence it to be the medicine of my better life, or | 
the moſt / ſovereign” means to comfort the con- 
ſcience and purify the heart. If the Doctor had 
leiſure, I ſhould be glad to hear what a perſon of 
his fine ſenſe and keen diſcernment cou ay. a- 
gainſt my favourite author— 

Have you any author of degance oy re, 
who has written either a treatiſe or ſermon on the 
ſubject of true holineſs, —its nature,—its neceffity, + 
—its excellency ? If you could furniſh me with 
ſuch a treatiſe, I would endeavour to put his diſ- 
plays of bolineſs into Theron's mouth, and Aſpa/io 
ſhould ſhew the manner of acting, all on evange- 
lical principles. —Has Acterbury laid any thing of 
this kind, or Fofter in his ſermons ?— wiſh 
would ſearch your own ſtock of ideas. Search 
your moſt admired Arminian writers, and pro- 
duce the noble qualities, the important duties, 
which conſtitute the dignity or the happineſs of 
dur nature; and I will undertake, I will attempt, 
"S 2 at 


DDr — 
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this kind I ſhall ever give you. For ſhould this 
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at leaſt to point out the expeditious and eaſy way 
to them, all on Mr Marſball's plan. 5124111 
The Doctor is ſtrangely vague in his argumen- 
tation. On the two firſt topics he does little elſe 
but ramble; the laſt he abſolutely miſtakes. TI 
don't affirm that we have ſufficient ſtrength. I 
wonder how he could ſuppoſe this, when he 
knows it is our perſuaſion, | that we have not 
power ſo much as cordially to will that which is 
But a perſuaſion that God will give us 
ſufficient ſtrength, this is the point we plead for, 
the privilege to which we ſtand entitled by the 
golpel. , 3 p | 1! T * 
Vou forgot, my dear friend, to ſend me 7 


«+ 90 * 
* 


on original fin, —If you think Mrs is in want, 


Iwill very willingly give her two guineas. Who 
would not give away their ſuperfluities for his 


| fake, who gave his very life for our fins? O! 


that I had alſo ſtrength of body, that I might 
ſpend what is more valuable than gold in his ſa- 

cred; ſervice] But forbear, my foul, his will be 
done.——l hope God may incline. your heart, to 
review. thoſe manuſcripts; and ſtrengthen your 
judgment, to diſcern their improprieties. I real- 
ly have no fondneſs to appear again in print: 
I had much rather decline, what requires any 


labour of the brain. But ſince I have proceeded 
ſo far in the work, ſince there is ſome expecta 
of it, and many prayers put up for it, I cannot 


tion 


be eaſy, when J offer to diſcontinue it. Do, my 
dear friend, give me a little of your time; take 
ſome pains in my behalf; tig the laſt trouble of 


piece be fnithed, never, never will mme. 
. other. 
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other. Who knows, but if you help me in this 
work, I may converſe with you, when I am 
dead; and perhaps, a very weak hint, from the 
pen of an old friend, may be bleſſed to your com- 
fort, when he is gone hence, and no more ſeen ? 
Till then, after then, and for ever, I hope to be 


affectionately yours, N | 


JAMES HERVEY. 


Pi. S. Pray let me hear the ifſue of your inter- 
view with the gentleman.— l hope, the God of 


the able conduct, and a decent boldneſs. Why ſhould 
2111 we be afraid f man that ſball die, and the fon of 
ungs man that ſhall be as graſt; and forget the Lord our 
/ant, Maker, who ftretched out the heavens, and laid the 
Nho I foundation of the earth? Fear not, you have done 
hi nothing in this whole affair, but what, I am ve- 
rily perſuaded, is pleaſing to him, whoſe loving- 
kindneſs is better than life, K 
Oh ! that it was worth your while to wiſh, and 
that it was ſafe for me to grant, an abſolution of 
my ſentence againſt you; but you muſt not come 
to hear me ſo long as the ſmall-pox is in your 
town, as many of my people will be terrified at 
your preſence.., I'll tell you one good thing, that 
was in our ſermon laſt Sunday; this portion * of 
ſcripture, viz. With: the Lord there it mercy, and 
with him is plenteous redemption. And this, all this 
is for you, my dear friend; and for thee, my 
finful foul, O] let us receive the bleſſings ; let 
us embrace the bleflings! For it is our gracious 
Maſter's will, by thele ſweet, inviting, generous 
» Sce P/al. cxxx. 7. | 
| Ky: methods, 


wiſdom and of power will give you an irreproach- 8 


150 A COLLECTION Let.168, 
methods, to wean us from a deluding world, and” 
win us to his bleſſed ſelf. Ar oth 
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Dear Sir, 
Y poor father is in 1. reſpects better, 
M but he is as weak and helpleſs as ever. 
oſt of his time paſſes in a kind of doſing ſleep. 
He has no inclination to talk; takes little notice 
of perſons or things.—I hope, his great work is 
done, his intereſt in Chriſt ſecured, and his foul 
ſonctified by grace. For indeed, ſuch a ſtate of 
languiſhing is as unfit to work ont ſalvation, and 
lay hold on eternal life, as to grind at a mill, or 
to run a race. Oh! that we all may give dili- 
1 gent attention to the things which belong to our 
1 1 peace, before the inability of ſickneſs, and the 
f ! - night of death approaches.— l ſent for the Poem 
| on fickneſs, by Mf Thompſon on of Queen's college, 
100 Oxford ; Fs hat ſurpriſed to find it a four-ſhilling 
| and ſix- penny piece, It is, 1 think, a looſe and 
rambling Perfoihjanee 3 ; fome good lines, but a 
| great deal of it nothing at all to the purpoſe; not 
comparable in point of elegance, propriety, and 
beauty, to his Hymn on May. However, I would 
not have it depretiated, methinks, becauſe it 
ſpeaks worthily of the Chriſtian religion, and the 
Rock of our hopes, Chriſt Jeſus. 


 Adijeu, my dear friend. 
Ever yours, 2 
James Hervey, 
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Ein 
Dear Sifter, | 
Hope'this will find my father better. I heartily 
with and daily pray, that the God of ever- 
laſting compaſſions may comfort him under his 
ſorrows, may ſanctify his affliction, and reſtore - 
him to his health, that he may recover more ſpi- 
ritual ſtrength before he goes hence, and is no 
more ſeen. 

1 ſent my brother ſome books, and humbly 
beſeech the Giver of every Aa del gift, to accom=- 
pany them with his heav bletling ;/ ; for what 
he bleſſes is bleſſed indeed. 

I could be truly glad to hear your compilers 
are removed; but if they continue, don't be dif- 
couraged, — Whom the Lord loveth be chaſtiſeth. 
God had but one Son without fin, but none with- 
out ſufferings. Oh! that his infinite goodneſs” | 
may fanQify your tribulations, that they may be 
a means of weaning you from the world, and 
bringing you to Jeſus Chriſt ! Then you will one 
day ſay with the p/almiſt, It is good for me that I 


bave been afſlictled.— I am, Ge. 


- Fc Hanse 


1 


e * 1 E * cx. 
Dear Sir, 


Jie obſervatiohs are e perfely juſt, a2 th | 
Daddridges remarks are admirabl Judici- 
ous ; his alterations are indeed 2 and 

charming. Oh! may they be equally impreſſive 


en me, as I tranſcribe them, and on all that may 


K 4 | hereafter 


* 
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hereafter read them! Many moſt ſolid and valuable 
corrections has the Doctor already made in my 
little piece, but, in my opinion, theſe are beyond 
them all. I cannot but wiſh. he had leiſure, to 
have went through the whole with his 1mproving 
ſtrokes ; bur, as the buſineſs of his academy and 
miniſtry is ſo various, and ſo important, I cannot 
prevail with myſclf to make ſuch a requeſt. I 
will try, and do the beſt I can, to proceed on the 
plan which he has formed, and to follow {magno - 
licet intervall] the example he has ſet. Be fo 
good as to make my moſt grateful acknowledg- 
ments ; let your tongue ſpeak, for really my pen 
cannot write, how greatly I am obliged to him. 
Iwill venture to turn, what was uſed formerly 
as an imprecation, into a wiſh, and a bleſſing on 
this occafion, May God do ſo to bim and more alſo ! 
—O ! that our writings may be accompanied 
with the bleſſed Spirit; and that the ſpirit of our 
writings may be operative on our hearts, and a 
parent in our converſation! «th þ 


Ever yours, while 
I. Huxvey.. 


1 


— 


. 


— 


LI K-00... 
My dear Friend, Miles Lane, Sat. Morn. © 
T I am tolerably well, I will wait upon Dr 


C on Tueſday morning. He has a deli- 
cate genius, and 1 dare ſay he is an excellent 
phyſician, —Oh that his fine parts may be grafted 
into the true ohve-tree, and bring forth fruit 
unto God,—If Providence permits us to meet, 
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I hope to have ſome evangelical diſcourſe with 


Sure you could not go to London, without put- 
ting to your heart ſome of your own. important 
queſtions, under the heads of ſelf- examination. 
Have you indulged yourſelf in needleſs amuſe- 
ments, needleſs diverſions of any kind Have 
you employed your time uſefully to yourſelf, or 
to others? — My deareſt friend, remember in 
what book, by whoſe hand ſeveral ſuch like 

ueſtions are written ! 1 fear you have not ſo 
much as ſpoke one word for Chriſt, fince you 
have cntered the metropolis ; though * muſt 
have had ſo many opportunities. Oh! why do 
7 0 thus bury your ſprightly talents in a nap- 
| in —Edify your neighbours by your conver- 
| fation,—W hat a loſs has Mr ** and Mr , 

and others of your correſpondents, ſuſtained by 

your forgetting, or diſuſing the language of Zion? 

I have lately purchaſed Lowman's expofition of 

the Revelations —Give me leave to refer you to 

the fitth verſe of the ſecond chapter, Remembers 
 Fherefore from whence thou art fallen, and do 
thy firſt works. Pray lend me Lowman on the 

crvil government of the Hebrews, which | hear is a 

moſt excellent book, and illuſtrates many obſcure 

paſſages in the Bible. $42 

Do you keep a diary as you uſed to do, a ſe- 
cret hiſtory of your heart aud conduct, and take 
notice of the manner in which your time is ipent, 
and of the ſtrain which runs through your dif- 
courſe ? Do you minute down your uns of omiſ- 
ſion as. well as of commiſſion, and. obſerve the 
frame of your ſpirit in religious duties? Do you 
regiiter 
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regiſter your -moſt ſecret faults, thoſe faults to 


which none but your own conſcience is privy, 
none but the all- ſeeing eye diſcerns ?—And do 
you often review theſe intereſting memoirs? re- 
membering at the ſame time, that for all theſe 
things God will one day call you into judgment. 
Keeping a diary is the way to know ourſelves, 
and of all other preparatives it beſt diſpoſes us to 
prayer, and to ſeek in earneſt after that bleſſed 
Redeemer, who died to fave finners, and through 
whom alone we can ever expect to enter the king- 
dom of heaven. 9 e gelten 
Adieu! my dear friend! — God in heaven 
bleſs and protect you!] I hope to ſee you ere long: 
—and am in the mean time, with true regard, 
Yours faithfully and affectionately, 
* James HERE v. 


* —-„V— 


| IL. „B ad. $i Rc CARL 
Dear Sr, | Weflon, Feb. 3. 1753. 
| Am greatly obliged for your repeated favours, 
and truly ſenfible of my obligations. I have 
not acknowledged them fo | ropes as I ought; 
but I hope you will excuſe this neglect, and a- 
ſcribe it to the real cauſe, ill health and weak 
ſpirits, which cramp my mind, unnerve my 
hand, and make me treſpaſs upon the cander of 
all my correſpondents. Why did I fay hope? I 
ſee you do excuſe me. Of this your laſt letter, 
tranſmitted to Mr Moſes Browne, is a clear and 
ron proof, which I ſafely received, and for 
which I fincerely thank you ;—as I bleſs the God 
of grace, and the God of wiſdom, for giving 
£71, , you 
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you ſo friendly a temper, and fo diſcerning a 
judgment. | 4 

The little“ piece which you have ſo judici- 
ouſly retouched and improved, was not written 
for public view; but 1 thought, after frequent 
prayer to God for direction, and attending to 
the workings of his Providence, it was his will 
that it ſhould be publiſhed. I was ſenſible of 
its many defects, but upon his almighty power 
I depend for its uſefulneſs ; he can bid even a 
worm threſh the mountains, and make his 
ſtrength perfect, illuſtrious, | triumphant, in the 
moſt abje& weakneſs. Bleſſed be his holy name, 


that the ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt, and the advo- ba 


cates for his ſacred cauſe, have ſuch an arm to 
rely on. If another edition ſhould be required, 
I will take leave to enrich my piece with your 
_ remarks; and let me beg of you to favour me 
with your opinion, in relation to ſome additions, 
which I have occaſionally penned. Page 111. at- 
ter line 22, add, —But what ſhall we ſay to a mils 
rake in the ſacred chronology, —a palpable miſ- 
take pointed out by his Lordſhip, proved to be 
ſuch by the teſtimony of profane hiſtory, —Samea- 
ria ſaid to be taken by the king of Aria, tWelve 
years after the Afyrian empire was no more 
For my own part, I make neither heſitation 


nor ſcruple to reply, if 1/azah and Herodotus 7 


This little piece, was Remarks on Lord Belingbroke's Jet- | 
ters on the hiſtory of the Qld Teſtament, inſerted, vol. V. 


p. 154. &c. | | | 
+ Herodetus does not differ from the prophet 1/aiah and 
the ſcripture · account of the empire of Mia; tis as and 


vary ; 


Juftin that vary from it, 


—_ 


* 
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vary; if the authors of the Kings, the Chronicles, 
and ſeveral of, the prophets, differ from the Greet 
hiſtorians, I am under no difficulty in ſettling 


my judgment, and taking my ſide. When pro- 


fane writers agree with the ſacred, I admit both 


accounts; when they 1 bow [ reject the for- 
mer, and acquieſce in the 


| atter. Nor can I tax 
myſelf with any thing unreaſonable or arbitrary 
in this proceeding :: for ſurely thoſe writers, who 
are able to forctell future events, muſt deſerve 
the preference in relating paſt. Thoſe witneſſes, 
who dwelt on the ſpot, and were perſonally con- 
cerned in affairs, are more to be relied on than 
thoſe who lived in a diſtant country, and wrote 
in a diſtant age? With regard to the caſe ſpeci- 
fied by my Lord Bolingbrole, I believe the atten- 
tive reader will find the error, not in the ſacred 
chronology, but in his Lordſhip's apprehenſion. 


The kingdom of Afyria was not at that period 


no more; but like the Ii or Scotch crowns to 


the Engliſb, united to the Babyloman : of which, 


when the holy writers treat, they call it ſome- 
times by one name, ſometimes by the other. 
Page 15. after eſtabliſhed, —inſert,—** If Jaiab 
« ſpeaks by divine inſpiration, when he ſays of 
« the formidable Sennacherib, The Lord of hoſts 
« ſhall fiir up a ſcourge for bim, according to the 
% ſlaughter of Midian ; ſurely that memorable 
« defeat, recorded in the book of Judges, muſt 
« be an undoubted fat. Could the Spirit, which 
« is infallible, give ſuch a ſanction to a ſtory 
« which was fiftitious ?” When the ſame 1/aiah 
prays in that elevated and ardent ſtrain, — 4- 
wake, awake, put on ſirength, O arm of = 
j Lord i 
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Lord ] awake as. tin the ancient days, in the ge- 
nerations of old! Art thou not it, that hath cut 
| Rahab, and wounded. the dragon? Art thou not it, 
 avhich bath dried the ſea, the waters of the great 
deep ? that. hath made the depths of the ſea, a way 
for the ranſomed. to 0 over can we reaſon- 
ably imagine, that 1 would plead lying 
vanities, before the God of truth? that he would 
ground his on and his countrymens faith, on 
a popular romance; or on what my Lord calls, 
« a eee and therefore fallible” narra- 
tive? . | Ai, 190% 

Does not the bleſſed Jeſus deſcribe the man- 
ner, and illuſtrate the efficacy of his own death; 
by the ſerpent lifted up in the wilderneſs; and its 
all-healing virtue on the wounded [/-aelites ? Does 
not the holy apoſtle enumerate ſeveral of the moſt 
wonderful miracles, 7 for the deliverance, 
the preſervation, the chaſtiſement of aal, and 
from theſe occurrences, —deduce the moſt im- 
portant admonitions; urge the moſt forcible ex- 
reed uch references, made by ſuch per- 
ſons, not only ſuppoſe, but prove more than bare 
alluſions; they are alſo ratifications; and demon- 
ſtrate, with an evidence, clear as the wiſdom, 
firm as the faithfulneſs, of an incarnate God, 
that. the. writers of theſe accounts have neither 
deceived us, nor were deceived . themſelves. 
Should it be ſaid, that theſe paſſages are chiefly 
in the Moſaical hiſtory, and therefore give no au- 
thority to the other hiſtorical memoirs, I would 
atk, does not St Paul, Rom. ii. 23. quote a paſ- 


ſage from the book of Kings? does he not build 


upon the paſſage as a ſure and indubitable truth ? 


dos 
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does he not dignify the book with what I may 
term, the incommunicable character in writing; 
and ſtyle it, by way of ſuperlative eminence, the 


ſcripture ? Is it not undeniably certain, that the 


etoiſb youths, and Timothy among the reſt, were 


| Inftracted in the hiſtorical as well as the pro- 


phetical volumes of the Ol Teſtament ? Does not 
the beſt of judges recommend all- thoſe volumes 


to our higheſt eſtimation, by pronouncing them 


holy writings, («= y2x1aelz) ? Does he not clearly 
manifeſt their divine extract, when he ſo nobly 
diſplays their divine effects; they are able to make 
thee 1wiſe to ſalvation, thoough faith which it in Feſus 
Chriſt? What then ſhall we think of Lord Bo- 
lingbroke's declaration? which 1 could not read 
without grief, and cannot tranſcribe without hor- 


ror. The Bible - hiſtory appears to every one, 


ho reads it without prepoſſeſſion, and with 
attention, to be nothing more than a compila- 
« tion of old traditions, and an abridgment of 
« old records.” In ſhort, my Lady, the doctrinal 
and hiſtorical parts are indiſſolubly, Sc. Page 
20. line 18. after the word © vigilance”; and in- 
ſtead of the eight following lines, inſert,—the 
number of whoſe verſes, —eſpecially in the Pen- 
tateuch—was computed ; and the arrangement 
of the very letrers, for the ſpace of many centu- 
ries, known; whether, before the co of 
Chriſt, the ſpirit of prophecy, which confeſſedly 
exiſted in the Jeuiſ church , was not ſufficient 

| be ; #13 03 WY 
his isa fact aſſerted by every ancient prophet, and by al- 
moſt all the ſacred hiſtorians. A fact, confirmed. by Chriſt 
and his apoſtles ; unanimouſly atteſted by the eariieſt Zewiſd 


writers: ncither diſproved, nor contradicted, nor ſo much as 


queſtioned, 


F * . n 
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to prevent, ur elſe ſure to detect, any corrupt in- 


novations; whether, after the coming of Chriſt, 


the jealous eye which the Jews and Chriſtians had 
on each other, was not an unſurmountable bar a- 
gainſt any material alterations. 
Page 21. line 2. after\** compoſition,” add. 


Though we ſhould reſcue our ſacred books from 
« the imputation of ſpurious additions, this will 
* not, with my Lord at leaſt, either eſtabliſh or 


« retrieve their character.“ They contain, he 
ſays, a very imperfect account ot the Jſrachtes 
themſelves, of their ſettlements in the land of 
Canaan, of which by the way they never had en- 
tire, and ſcarce ever peaceable poſſeſſion. The 
ſacred narrative is a ſummary account of the Je- 
iſb affairs; but is ĩt therefore to be cenſured as an 
imperfect account ? It is an epitome, rather than 
2 complete hiſtory ; but has it not all the qualities 
of a perfect epitome ? Thoſe particular facts are 
ſeleted, which have a more ial reference to 


the intereſts of religion, and the kingdom of the 


Mefliah : in which the divine providence is moſt 
eminently conſpicuous, and from which mankind 
may be moſt effectually edified, —Inſtead of find - 
ing fault with the writers for not being copious, 
queſtioned, by any contemporary author. And if all this does 


not amount to a proper proof, what proper proof can be given 


of any tranſaction, that paſſed in a remote age? 
The ent mentioned above vill receive additional 
ſtrength, if conſidered in connection with that ſolemn charge. 
* not to add nor diminiſh.” Deut. iv. 2. Prev. XxX. 6. 
and with the cuſtom obſerved by the prophets, of referring 
people for a ſolution of their religious doubts, to the written 
word. For would men of the prophetical character allow a 
book full of ſpurious additions? Or would they direct the 
well-diſpoſed ta ſuch fallacious guides? RY , 617 O*-1 
Hl | when 


- 


have thought it particulariſed even ta tediouſneſs. 
However, this particularity of deſcription was 
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when their profeſſed aim was to be conciſe, atrue 


critic would rather admire the felicity of their 
narration ; which, though a. foreign hiſtoty-6f 
the remoteſt antiquity, relating to a people of 
the moſt ſingular manners, and. peculiar cuſtoms, 
expreſſed in an abſolute, dead language, and com- 
priſed in the ſhorteſt compaſs, is nevertheleſs 


Jo clear, ſo intelligible, and ſo very ſatisfactory. 


But they contain a very imperfect account of 
the Mraelitiſd ſettlement, in Canaan. Is it poſſible 
for a perſon, who has read the book of Yo/buay to 
advance ſuch a poſition ? Was ever any thing of 
the kind deſeribed more minutely,, or with great- 
er accuracy? Here we haue the general diſtribu- 
tion of the land, and the extent of each particu- 
lar allotment; The borders of the ſeveral divi- 
ſions are marked out, as with a line, and the cities 
in the ſeveral cantons, mentioned by name. In 
ſhort, this whole tranſaction is ſo circumſtan tis 
ally diſplayed, that ſome readers, agreeing with 
my Lord in their-diſaffeQtion. to the Bible, but 
diametrically oppoſite in their taſte, of literature, 


highly expedient, not only to ſuperſede any ſuch 
objection, as his Lordſhip. has raiſed, bur alſo to 
aſcertain, by an unalterable ſtandard, the boun- 
daries of the tribes ; to prevent any encroach- 
ments upon the inheritance of each other; and 
to demonſtrate the wonderful agreement, between 
the ancient prediction of Jacob, the more recent 


prophecy of Moſes, and the ſituation, the, limits; 
the produce of the territories, reſpectively affign- 


ed to the patriarchal families. Jacob faretold, 
. | that 


* 
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e that Zebulun ſhould dwell at the haven of the 
£ ſea, whoſe portion actually lay on either fide of 


£ the ſea of Galilee, and extended to the Mediter- 
rancan.—Moſes foretold; that the Lord ſhould 
5 dwell between Benjamin's ſhoulders, or the temple 
be placed at the extremity of his borders-—But I 
would refer my reader to Gen. xlix. and Deut. 
xxxiii. In which chapters, compared with the 
diſtinguiſhing circumſtances of the ſeveral tribes, 
he will diſcern a moſt ſurpriſing ſpirit of prophe- 
cy 3 planning out, with preciſion, * what was af 
terwards. determined by lot; and foreſhewing, 
with exactneſs, what was not come into exiſtence. 
The Maelites, tis added, never had entire, and 
ſcarce ever peaceable poſſeſſion of the land. This, 
my Lord imagines,” muſt imply an inconſiſtency. * 
between the divine promiſe, and the ĩſſue of things: 
therefore, to animadvert upon it, he digreſſes from 
his ſubject. But how will his Lordſhip's animad- 5 
verſion. comport with the teſtimony of Jaſbus ? 
Juſt as well as light conſiſts with darkneſs. The 
Lord gave unto Mael, all the land which he ſwate 
to give unto their fathers ; and. they poſſeſſed it, 
and dwelt therein. And the Lord gave them reſt 
round about, according to all that he ſware unto 
their fathets, To/hug xxi. 43. 44. ls it not de- 
monſtrable, from Jeſbuas topographical draught 
of the country, and from the habitations allot- 
ted to the ſeveral tribes, that they poſſeſſed the 
bulk of the land ? What little remained in the 
occupation of the Canaaniſes, bore no more pro- 
portion to the heritage of Mael, than the addi- 
tion. of a fringe, or the inſertion of a loop, bears 
to the whole dimenſions of the garment. "That 
Vor. VI. N 2 n=" they 


* 


"% 


162 A COLLECTION Leis. 
they poſſeſſed all this, and that they poſſeſſed no 


more, - were circumſtances equally conſonant to 
the prophetic declarations of ſcripture. The one 
a punctual execution of the minatory ; the other, 
an evident accompliſhment of the promiſſory. He 
that ſaid to their pious progenitor, - Lift up now 
thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art, 
northward, and ſouthward, and eaftward, and weſt- 


ward; for all the land which thou ſeeft, to thee will I 


groe it, and to thy ſeed for ever, Gen. xiii. 14. 15-3 


for ever, is evidently promiſed; on condition of 


their obedience; whereas, in caſe of diſobe- 
dience, the very reverſe is threatened, Deut. iv. 25. 
26. ; the ſame ſaid unto their degenerate offspring, 


Ei if ye do in any wiſe go back, and cleave unto the 


remnant of theſe nations, even theſe that remain a- 
mong yon; now for a certainty, that the Lord your 
will no more drive out any of theſe nations from be- 


Jore you, Joſhua xxiii. 12. 13. My Lord muſt forget 


this laſt particular, or negle& to compare it with 
the preceding; otherwiſe he would have ſeen in 
theſe prophecies and their correfponding events, 
a fignal manifeſtation of God almighty's good- 
neſs, juſtice, and faithfulneſs : eſs in giving 
what he gave, juſtice in with-holding what he with- 
Held, and faithfulneſs in both diſpenſations. 

As for peaceable poſſeſſion, e have already 
heard the witneſs of Joſhua, a very ſufficient wit- 
neſs, one would preſume, as he was generaliſſime 
of the Jewiſh forces, and ſuperintendant-general 


of the affair. However, let us ſearch the records 


of the nation ; here we meet with long periods of 
peace, under the government of their firſt illu- 


ſtrious commander, and under the ſubſequent 


adminiſtration 


ith. a 
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adminiſtration of their judges : The land had reft 

from war, (Joſhua xiv. 15.) The land bad reft forty 
years, 1 Iii. 11.) The land had reſt eighty 
ears, ( 

Hublic repoſe, in the reigns of David and Solomon, 


every righteous and religious king ;. or, . if 


peace departed for a ſeaſon, victory ſupplied its 


| = and Tehoſhaphat ; and not of one only, but 


ing of national tranquillity, was never promiſed 
to the Maelites abſolutely, but upon condition of 
fidelity to their almighty Sovereign. Whenever 
they were entitled to it, by virtue of this promiſe; 
and their correſponding obedience, they never 
failed to enjoy it. Whenever Sy forfeited their 
title, either by revolting to 1dolatry, or confi- 
ding in idolaters, they were conſtantly puniſhed 
with inteſtine commotions, or foreign invaſion, 
What ſhall we infer from hence? a concluſion 
any way prejudicial to the ſacred annals? No; 
but greatly to their glory. From hence it ap- 
pears, that they are indeed the annals of heaven: 
A regiſter, not merely of political conduct, but 


of divine diſpenſations: The awful and impor- 


tant memoirs of a real. Theocracy, in which, ac- 
cording to the emphatical language of JI/azah, 
The Lord was their Fudge, the Lord was their Law- 
giuer, the Lord was their: Xing. ; 

But theſe facts, my Lord complains, are re- 
lated in a confuſed manner. To which I can an- 
ſwer, We. have each reign in the proper order of 
time. The parentage of the ſovereign is ſpecified, 


and his general character given. We are inform- 
ed at what age he aſcended the throne, and how _ 
las be L 2 NETS... 


place, and ſucceſs crowned their arms. The bleſF- 


* 


udges iii. 30.) We find the ſame face of | 


* 


. 


* * 
* = | 
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| long he ſwayed the ſceptre : who were the c- 


minent perſons, and what the remarkable inci- 
dents, which diſtinguiſhed his government ; how 
he died, and where he was buried. Is this con- 
fuſion ? where then ſhall we look for regular ar- 
rangement ?—Perhaps his Lordſhip means the in- 
terchangeable narration of occurrences, in the 
kingdom of Judah, and the kingdom of 1/rael. 


* * ® Fhis, I own, is obſerved in the latter parts of 


the ſacred hiſtory... But this can no more be cal- 
led confuſion, than the diſpoſition or varying co- 
lours in ſome beautiful piece of ngſaic can be 
called irregularity. It is rather a fine contraſt, 
or that pleaſing diverſification in the ſeries of hi- 
ſtorical writing, which my Lord's poetical friend ſo 
juſtly admires in the decorations of a rural eat: 510 


Here order in variety you fee; 
. bere all things dr Her, and yet all a 
0 by E. 


* e 61. to line 19. ſuppoſe I ſubjoin the fol- 


lovei ng note. * Toſhua and Samuel wrought 
miracles : Iſaiab and Jeremiah foretold future e- 


. vents. | Though it is not abſolutely certain, that 


all the ſacred hiſtorians were prophets, yet it is 
highly probable, from 1 Chron. xxix. 29. This, 
however, is unqueſtionable, that their writings 
were reviewed and approved by men of prophe- 
tical gifts; an and the approbation of ſuch judges 
muſt give a ſanction, little inferior to the autho- 

rity, which their own compoſitions would claim.“ 
Page 71. at the top of the Page add, My Lord 
tells us, That the ſcripture- iſtory contains an 
acecunt of the diviſions and apoſtaſies, the re- 
1 8 „ pentances 


* 


* 


Let. rz. or L E T T E R 8. 1265 


e nentances and relapſes, triumphs, and defeats: 
« of the Iſraelites, under the occaſional govern- 
ment of their judges, and under that of their 
« kings, and of the Galilean and Samaritan” cap- 
« tivity.” Whether this is mentioned by way of 
derogation, let the judicious reader determine. 
I would beg leave to obſerve, that theſe occur- 
rences, related in the ſcriptural manner, with a 
continual regard to the ſaperintending hand of 
Providence, are ſome. of the moſt -weighty and 
intereſting materials, that can enrich the hiſtori- 
cal page. None ſo well calculated to teach na- 
tions, to admoniſh kings, and improve poſterity. 
—His Lordſhip might have ſaid, with the ut- 
moſt vericity;z and, I think, ia common juſtice, he 
ought to have ſaid: They contained alſo the moſt 
unparallelled inſtances of national ſucceſs, and 
perſonal achievements; the moſt beautiful and 
affecting pictures of virtue, delineated, thtough 
all its branches, in a multiplicity of living cha- 
racters; than which. nothing can be better ac- 
commodated to excite the attention, and charm 
the imagination ; to touch the heart, and impreſss 
the paſſions; to inflame them with the love, and 
mould them inte the image of univerſal holineſs. 
Here we behold a people always deſtitute of 
cavalry, the main ſtrength of the battle; yet al- 
ways a match, and more than a match, for their 
molt powerful 'adyerfaries, ſo long as they main- 
tained a datiful reliance on their God : A people, 
who left their frontiers naked and defenceleſs, at 
three ſtated ſolemaities in every year; yet never 
were invaded at this critical juncture, by their 
moſt vigilant enemies, ſo long as they perſiſted in 
Bt DJ obedience 
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obedience to their almighty Protector: A people, 
whole very land, as well as its inhahitants, was 
wonderful; both the fcene and the ſubje& of mi- 
racles : for, after five years unintermitted tillage, 
(which, one would imagine, ſhould have exhauſted 
its prolific powers), it yielded conſtantly a double 
increaſe, in order to ſupply the demands of the 
ſucceeding. year; when, by the divine appoint» 
ment, all was to lie fallow and uncultivated.— 


Here we behold men of ſuch ſingular and exalted 


piety, that they walked with God, and were 


_ tranſlated into the realms of glory, without paſſ- 
ing through the gates of death: Men of ſuch un- 
daunted courage, that they have rebuked princes, 


confronted angry monarchs, and ſmiled at the 
ſevereſt menaces of a tyrant, whoſe bare frown 
has made the world to tremble : Men of ſuch he- 
roic abilities, that one of them has ſlain hundreds; 
another of them has put his thouſands to flights 
and both by the moſt contemptible weapons: A 
third without any weapon, has given chace to 
the roaring lion, and the ranging bear ; and rent 
them to pieces, or ſmitten. them to the earth: 


Mien, that have been empowered to ſhut or open 


the fluices of the ſky ; have commanded the 
ground to expand her horrid jaws, and ſwallow up 


the living; or bid the grave unlock her adaman- 
tine doors, and reſtore the dead: Men, who have 


walked amidſt the burning fiery furnace, as com- 
poſed in their ſpitits, and as ſecure in their per- 
ſons, as if they had been taking the air in ſome 
calm, ſequeſtered, ſhady bower. In a word, here 
is a detail of ſuch marvellous things, as no eye 


. hath*ſcen., performed in any other nation under 


heaven ; 
" 
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heaven; no ear has heard related by any other 
annaliſt or biographer whatever; and, though 
they are the very ſanctity of truth, yet ſuch as 
never entered into the imagination, even of ro- 
mance itſelf to conceive.— Af now of the days that 
are paſt, which were hefore thee, fince the day that 
God created man upon the earth; and aſt from one 
fide of heaven unto the other, whether there hath 
been 5 thing, as theſe great things are, or 
bath 2 Ik fangs iv. = This, 
though ſpoken of the miracles wrought in Egypt, 
and the wonders manifeſted in the wilderneſs, is 
applicable to almoſt the whole tenor of the ſcrip- 


tural hiſtory. My remarks, &c. | 0 
Vour opinion with relation to the preceding 
paragraphs, will be received as a favour, and at- 
tended, I hope, with a bleſſing.—I find, I am 
blamed, for animadverting on his Lordſhip's ſtyle, 
(page 36.) ; for not giving his Lordſhip the title 
of Noble, not treating him with a reſpe& due to 
his dignity. I have treſpaſſed, it is farther alle- 
ged, againſt the rules of candor and benevolence, . 
age 33. 34. and page 68. I know you have a 
arge ſhare of patience, may the Lord Jeſus (orf 
whoſe fulneſs his ſaints receive, even grace for 
grace), multiply upon you, both this, and every 
other fruit of the Spirit! Pray, what do you ap- 
prehend to be the preciſe meaning of 8t Paul's ex- 
preſſion u Sue #5 air. — Rom. i. 17. from faith 
to faith, as 'tis tranſlated. . 
I ſhould be much obliged, if you would let me 
know, what are ſome of the moſt valuable books, 
which you have met with on various ſubjects of 
1mportance ?—what _ treatiſe is moſt proper 
PP : a - A to 


\ 


our archdeacon's viſitation: and to my weak 
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to put into the hands of illiterate people ?—what 
are ſome of the moſt judicious. and improvin 

© compoſitions. in biography? — what the mot. 
ſound and weighty authors, that might be recom- 
mended to a young ſtadent 1 in divinity ?—You fee 
IT am always in the g ſtrain; the language 
of my letters, is like the horſe-leech's two daugh- 
ters, Give ! give !—AII1 can do, by way of re- 
turn, is to beſeech the King. immortal, inviſible, 


the only wiſe God, to give you all ſpiritual bleff. 


ings in heaven! 12 things. — Lo do this, with all the 
ability which God Oat - beſtow, will be as waly 


A to, as it is juſtly due N 
| Dear Sr, 00 $3 
*Youe much une. | 
* very affectionate friend, 
| L JANES HrRvET. 


4 


Mc 
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Dear Sir, ” Weſton-Favell, May 19. 1753. 
Have lately bein ſome what buſied in preparing 
a ſermon to be preached before the clergy, at 


nerves, and languid ſpirits, a little bufineſs is a 
toil. A commentator, with whom 1 with you 
may long be unacquainted, has taught me the 
meaning of Solomon's deſcri ption, The graſsbopper 


Hall be a burden. 


This, I hope, will apologize for my delay, | 


in anſwering more fully your laſt very obliging 


favour. More fully, I ſay, becauſe, in a former 
letter, I . the receipt of a parcel 
with 
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with your temarks. Let me once more, dear 


Sir, return my fincereſt thanks for thoſe judicious ; 
and delicate obſervations. + They are ſo valuable, 
that I cannot but be very defirous to have the 
other parts of my propoſed Work, undergo the 
ſame Krutidy, und receive a poliſh from the fame 


hand. If this kind office will not too much in- 


terrupt yout own "ſtudies, give me a permiſſion 
to ſend another" packer; and withal a direction, 
how I ſhall tranſmit it to you moſt expeditiouſly. 
You will eaſiſy perceive,” from ſeveral hints, 
perhaps from the Whole tenor of my writing, 
that your new friend is, what people would call, 
a moderate Caluiniſi. Your ſentiments, in ſome 
particulars, may differ from mine. Freely ob- 
jet, where-ever this is the caſe I aſſure you, I 
can bear, I ſhall delight to have my notions fift- 
ed; nor am I ſo attached to any favourite ſcheme, 
but 1 can readily relinquiſh it, when ſcripture 
and reaſon convince me it is wrong.— When I 
ſee wiſe and learned men forming opinions differ- 
ent from mine, I hope, it will make me diffident 
of my own judgment; teach me © not to lean to 
my own underſtanding ;” and prompt me to ap- 
ply more earneſtly, for that bleſſed Spirit, whoſe 
office it is, to lead into all truth, * + f 
1 ſhall be glad to hear, that the work you have 
in hand is going on with expedition. What a 
privilege will it be, and what a diſtinguiſhing fa- 
vour, if the great eternal God vouchſafes to make 
uſe of our pens to bring any glory to his name, 
or impart any ſpiritual good to his people! TU 
no occaſion is the wiſe man's exhortation more 
applicable: Vbatſoever thy hand findeth to do, do * 
f 5 wit 


" 


* 
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vitb all thy might ; far there it na work, nor device, 
nor knowledge, nor wiſdom, in the grave, whither 
thou goeſt.—l1 have a treatiſe entitled Dr Hildrop's 
_ n's ſpiritual companion ; but never read 
a Page iu it, nor ever heard a character of it. I 
have a diſcourſe upon the ſame ſubjet, amongſt 
the writings of Mr Flavel; it is a long time ſince 
I aw it, and then I only dipped into it, fo that I 
cannot pretend to give a character of it: only I 
think, in general, that Flave/ abounds with fine 
ſentiments, exalted piety, and his language, for 
the moſt part, is expreſſive and beautiful. 
| _  Poffibly you will wonder that I ſhould. have 
had the treatiſe you inquire after ſo long, and not 
have peruſed a fingle page of the book; and you 
juitly might, in caſe 1 had bought it : bur it came 
to me by inheritance. My ſtudy is compoſed of 
the books that were collected by my father and 
randfather : among which there are multitudes, 
that 1 ſhall continue a ſtranger to, as long as I 
live, though they ſtand at my right hand and my 
left every day.— I want to be better acquainted 
with God's holy. ward, —to have its ineſtimable 
truths lodged in my memory,—its heavenly doc- 
trines impreſſed upon my heart, - that my tem- 
pers may take their faſhion from 2 my 
private conyerſation may be ſeaſoned with it, and 
my public miniſtrations enriched by it.— Thus, 
or * may the word of Chriſt dwell in us 
richly | 3 8445 
Will you give me leave to lay before you 4 plar 
of the work ? (part of which has already received, 
and the remainder humbly requeſts, your impro- 
ving touches); ix. Sincere obedience not _ 
| ; Ci 


* 


St. 


» 


/ |; | * „ 
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cient for our juſtification.— The deſign of God's 
law, to convince of fin, and bring to Chriſt.— 
Some. farther objections urged and anſwered * : 


i the whole ſummed up. Our friends part, but 


agree to correſpond. — Theron more attentively 
ein his heart and life, is convinced of his 
uilty ſtate; and begins to ſee the neceſſity of a 
tter righteouſneſs than his own; deſires to ſec 
what can be alleged in ſupport of the imputation 
of Chriſt's righteouſneſs —This occaſions ſome 
letters from Aale, wherein the point is proved, 


from the articles and homilies of our church; 
from the writings of our moſt eminent divines; 


from the Old and New Teſtament.— The excel- 
lency of this righteouſneſs diſplayed, both from 
its matchleſs perfection, and the dignity of the 


_ author.—A letter or two from Theron, by way of 


carrying on the epiſtolary intercourſe, relating to 


the wonders of creation, as they appear both in 
the ſea, and on the land; chiefly calculated to 


manifeſt the goodneſs of the Creator, not with- 
out a view to the main ſubject. The influence of 


this righteouſneſs on moral virtue and evange- 
lical holineſs. — Our friends brought together, 
again. Theron, under diſcouraging appreben- 


fions.—The freeneſs of grace, and of the gift of 


righteouſneſs. —Diſcourſe on faith, by which we 
are united to Chriſt, and intereſted in his righteouſ- 
neſs.— The noble, beneficial,” and delightful uſe 
to be made of this doctrine. Theron relapſes in- 
to ſins of infirmity ;- his faith ſhaken ;-(fupports 


proper for ſuch a ſtate, —SanRification ;. its na- 


ture, its principles, its progreſs. —Aſpafo ſeized 


© with 2 


* Sec page 172. 


© 


* 


* 
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with 2 ſudden and fatal illneſs ; his ſentiments 
and behaviour in his laſt moments. 


Theſe, dear Sir, are the ſtamina of my tend 
ed piece. Oh! that he, Who educes ſo many + 


millions of elegant leaves, lovely flowers, and 


graceful plants, from the ſeeds of ſpring, may 
enable this enfeebled hand to dilate, 80 up, and 
finiſh the whole! 


As ſoon as I conclude this epiſtle, 1 write to a 


very ingenious friend of yours. With whom, 


ſeveral years ago, I had begun to form an ac- 
quaintance; . but my departure from Oxford, and 
other accidents, 8 the intercourſe for 
ſeveral years. And I was informed, to my un- 
feigned ſorrow, that Mr ***_was' dead. But a 
letter lately, received from him, moſt agreeably 
undeceived me, and brought a very welcome o- 


verture for a rene wal of our correſpondence.— 
God almighty grant, that all our ſocial com- 


munication may be a happy means, not only of 


cheriſhing our affection, and refining our taſte, 


but alfo of quickening our love to the bleſſed Je- 
ſus, and animating our zeal for his ſacred in- 


tereſts; or, as the apoſtle expreſſes my wiſh, with 


an energy which no language but his own can 
N that they may be ſubſervient and effectual 


Us = gagvem G vg KA D =_ 
One or two articles I forgot, in exhibiting to 


you my plan. But this * will direct where they 
are to be introduced. The corruption of our 
% nature, demonſtrated, firſt from ſeripturo, 
f 9 from experience. Between which, to 


* See page 174. 8 
_ “ relieve 


ve 


* 


« relieve or entertain the reader, is inſerted a 
% dialogue on the admirable formation and 


« economy of the human body. —The viſita- 
tion-ſermon I mentioned in the beginning, tho 


perfectly plain and artleſs, is in the preſs. It 
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will wait upon you in the next parcel, as ſoon as 


I have the favour of your anſwer. It is printed 
for the relief of a poor afflicted child, as a ſhort 
advertiſement will inform the world. The per- 
ſon, to whoſe management it is configned, in- 
forms me, that he has given orders for an im- 
preſſion of two thouſand; beſides a hundred 
and fifty, which I have beſpoke, for myſelf. 
Would this circumſtance recommend it to your 


beneficent and worthy friend Dr ***? I may now 


no longer look -upon it as a diſcourſe delivered 


by me, but as an agent for the miſcrable, and 


an advocate for the diſtreſſed. I ſhould there- 
fore be very glad, and much obliged, if he would 
in caſe he approves. the performance) purchaſe 

me of them, in order to give away. Of this 


he may be aſſured, that, by every one, of which 


he ſhall ſo diſpoſe, he will do a real act of cha- 


rity to a diſeaſed and crippled youth; and I ſhall | 


not ceaſe to pray, that the God of infinite good- 
neſs may accompany the piece, with his di- 
vine bleſſing, and make the gift an act of ſpiri- 
tual charity to the reader's ſoul.— Be pleaſed to 


Mar my moſt. reſpectful. compliments to the 


octor; and give me leave to expect, not a line, : 


but a ſheer filled with your thoughts. Then 1 
ſhall promiſe myſelf one thing more, that you. 


* His ſermon, intitled, The Croſs of Chriſt the Chriſtian's 
gory, inſerted vol. V. p. ge, &. 1 
Sie 4 55 will, 
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will, in the ſpeed of your favours; as well as ih 
the worth of its contents, exceed, greatly ex- 


. ceed, Dear Sir, 


Your truly-affectionate, 
and very much obliged friend, 
| Aus Hravey, 


4A_ Mc pl = 4 
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Dear Sir, Weſton-Favell, Aug. 18. 1 7 5 1 


Have now procured ſome franks; and 
want of this vehicle ſhould retard the delight 
and improvement, which I always receive from 
* correſpondence, I take leave to incloſe one. 
is for your uſe, but my benefit. 
I received the parcel, and owe you my thanks 
for the preſent. I wondet, that you ſhould be 
backward to gratify Mr . Certainly, you have 
truth on your-fide. The arguments are nervous 
and conclutive clearly and {for the moſt part) 
conciſely ſtated, urged with propriety, and a be- 
coming warmth ; yet without any of that wrath 
man, whith worketh not the righteouſheſt of God; 
ut rather (for I apprehend, there is a HE, in 
the expreſſion) obſtructs its advance, both in our- 


. ſelves and others. If I was in your caſe, 1 would 


let my arrow fly, as far as Providence is plea- 
fed to carry it: and I beſeech the bleſſed God te 
proſper it, that it may give a mortal blow to er- 
ror, and co-operate with his own holy word, in 
being profitable = #5Xs-—Now I mention Mt 
, pray let me defire you to aſk, when y6u 
write to him again, whether he received, ſome 


1 months 


» 
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months ago, a letter from me. If it miſcarried, 


I ſhall with pleaſure ſupply its place with ano- 
ther : for, though I have now but very few cor- 
reſpondents, and my enfeebled conſtitution will 


allow me to write but few letters, I ſhall ſtrive 


hard to keep up an intercourſe with thoſe gentlę- 
men, from whom I expect to have my taſte re- 
fined, or my mind improved. And among that 
number I reckon Mr **, _ 1 

I ſhall fincerely rejoice to hear, that your eye 
is ſtrengthened, and your healch confirmed. How - 
valuable are theſe bleſſings ! eſpecially to thoſe 
who employ them for the honour, and devote 
them to the ſervice of Chriſt !—I wiſh you had 
taken minutes of what you faw moſt remarkable, 
in your tour through Wez/tmoreland and Cumber- 
land. A deſcription of thofe counties would be 
very acceptable to us, who inhabit a more regu- 
lar and better cultivated ſpot. Deſcribed in your 
lan „and embelliſhed with your imagination, 
ſuch an account might be highly pleaſing to all; 
and grafted with religious improvements, might 
be equally edifying.—Such kind of writings fait 
the preſent taſte. We don't love cloſe thinking. 
That is moſt likely to win our approbation; which : 
extenuates the. fancy, without fatiguing the at- 
tention. Since this is the diſpoſition. of the age, 
let us endeavour to catch men by guile ; turn even 
a foible to their advantage, and bait the goſpel- 
hook agreeably to the prevailing taſte.—ln 7h: 
ſenſe, Become all things to all men. | | 

Permit me to aſk, Whether you have yet ſeen” 
Witfius de æconomia forderum ?—1 with; for my 
own fake, that you was fomewhat CO | 
| Wi 


vas publiſhed ſome years ago. 


\ 
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with this author; becauſe, if you ſhould be in- 
Clined to know the reaſon and foundation of my. 
ſentiments on any particular point, Migſius might 
be my ſpokeſman; he would declare my mind, 
better than I could myſelf,  - 
Converſing ſome time ago with a very ingenious. 
gentleman, - he made an obſervation, which I 
think is new and curious; I ſhould be glad of 


your opinion, whether you think it rational- and 


| folid. It was upon thoſe words, Blue S1hex;n's 


exthervec 74 Niger, Heb. vi. 2. This paſſage is ge- 
nerally ſuppoſed, eſpecially by the writers of the 
eſtabliſhed church, to denote the ſacrament of 
baptiſm, and the rite of confirmation. With re- 


gard to the latter, my friend queried, whether 


he practice of confirmation can be allowed to 
conſtitute one of the fundamentals (uae) of Chri- 
ſtianity ? —With regard to the former, can it he 
ſhewn, that the apoſtle, in any other place, calls 
the ordinance. of baptiſm Bae, in the plural 
number ?—May not then the clauſe more proper- 
ly refer to two eminent Jeuiſb uſages ; the various 


purifications made by waſhings, and the impoſi- 


tion of hands on the piacular victims? The one 
of which repreſented a purity of heart and life; 
the other was expreſſive of a tranſlation of pu- 
niſhment from the offerer to his ſacrifice. Then 
we have ſignified, in language familiar to the He- 
brew, and by images with which they were per- 
fectly acquainted, the ſanctification ot the Spirit, 
and the ſubſtitution of Chriſt in our ſtead. — What 
ſeems to corroborate this conjecture is, the vaſt 


»A tranſlation of this favourite author of Mr Hervey's 


importance 
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imgartanee of theſe two articles. They are the 
two grand diſtinguiſhing peculiarities of 2 Chri- 
ſt an ſcheme: without then, every treatiſe upon 
fun lameatals muſt be extremely defective. 

I an much pleaſe] vit 1, your remark on a cer- | 
tain learnel *#*, Tae heart furely thould be 
engaged in the preacher's s EL as. wal as hae 
head.— | . 


I off "ft; Th 


Are paſſions, then, the Pagen 7 the Ie. 'Y 
| Reaſon alone baptiz'd ? 1 alone ordaia d 
To 9 ſacred? 

— 7 58 at 
The great apoſti le was fervear i in n, as wt as 
2 in arguing. He beſesches, conjures, and 
charges his people. He adds prayers to his en- 
treaties, and;cears to his prayers. - When he rea- 
E ſons, conviction ſhines ;. hen he exhorts, pat bas 
glows. May your. diſcourſes; dear Sir, be ſtrong 


with the one, warm . the other, and 72 both he 


ere, 


May it teach us all to ſee, our 3 on that 
divine hand, which, giveth rain from heaven and 
fruitful ſeaſons. May it ſtir us up to long more 

ardently for chat inheritance- which is incorrup- 
ible, as well as undefiled] whoſe character is 
perfection, and whoſe duration is eternity. la- 
o this, dear Sir, may you, and many of your 
hearers, many of your readers, in due time, have 
an abundant — and there find, as a mo- 
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nu nent of mercy} and a trophy of redeeming 
grace, | our truly- affectionate friend, 
Agfa Iſt | James Hervey. 


J 
ND muſt I reſume my correſpon ? 
Does my dear Mr *** join with ſeveral 
other friends, to render me incxcuſably rude, if 
I negle& writing any longer ?—Then, with the 
divine aſſiſtance, I will again take up my pen, 
though an inceſſant ſeries of infirmities has wore 
it to the very ſtumps; for which reaſon I had | 
thrown it aſide, with an intention to continue 
filent, and inactive, as a dead man- out of mind. 
To make ſome reparation for my paſt negli- 
nce, I acknow your late fayour without any 
— Yeſterday I received it, and to-day I an- 
ſwer it ; even though I might juſtly plead weari- 
neſs, as an excuſe for a dilatory conduct.— I have 
this afternoon been preaching to a crouded au- 
dience Fhe Lord Jeſus Chriſt grant it may be 
an ediſied one ! You, would be ſurpriſed, and 1 
believe every body. wonders, that I am able to 
officiate. for myſelf. I am ſo weak, that I can 
hardly walk to the end of my pariſh, though a 
ſmall one; and ſo tender, that I dare not viſit my | 
poor neighbours, for fear of catching cold in their 
bleak houſes ; yet I am enabled, on the Lord's 
day, to catechiſe, and expound to my children in 
the morning, and to preach in the afternoon, 
And every Wedneſday evening, hay-time and har- 
velt only excepted, I read prayers, and give them 


- 


— 
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a le ture-ſermon in Men church. This is the 
Lord's doing, or, as your favourite book expreſſes 
it, this is owing to ** the good hand of my God 
« upon me.” Join with me, my dear friend, in 
adoring his grace ; and pray, that if my life is 
ſpared, my capacity for his ſervice may be pro- 
longed; that, if it be his bleſſed will, the day which 
puts an end to the one, may put a period to the 
other. . | 
I thank you for your news from the N. I 
aſſure you, it is highly pleaſing to hear, eſpecially 
concerning the proſperity of my old acquaintance; 
I often think of them, and with deep regret, for 
my unprofitableneſs amongſt them. Bleſſed be 
God for ever and ever, that both they and I may 
have a better righteouſneſs than our own. May 
we all grow in grace, and ere long meet in glory ! 
Lou need not doubt, but it is # pleaſure to my 
heart, to remember, in my beſt moments, that. 
valuable and valued friend, with whom I have 
frequently took ſweet counſel on earth, and with 
whom I ſhall quickly be admitted into the heaven 
of heavens z there to behold the glory, the incon- 
ceivable and eternal glory of him, who loved us 
both, and has waſhed us from our fins in his 
own 13 Nabe hg | | 
' God has been pleaſed to pity the poc th, for 
whoſe relief the viſicat tp"; Gon ry oe at 
Nortbampton was printed. Through lis pro- 
vidence an edition of two thouſand is diſpoſed 
of ; beſides a ſupernumerary proviſion of two 
hundred, deſtined to the uſe of my pariſhes. Nay, 
the manager for the diſtreſſed object, is venturing © 
upon another edition, Seo, dear dir, if God will 
"RACE * bleſs, 


— 
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bleſs, who can blaſt? If he will further, what 
can obſtruct? A feather, a ſtraw, if he pleaſes 
to command, ſhall be a poliſhed ſhaft in his qui- 
ver. Truſt not therefore in eloquence or argu- 
meat, in depth of thought or beauty of ſtyle, both 
which-are confeſſedly wanting in the preſent caſe ; 
but truſt ye in the Lord for ever, for in the Lord 
Jebovab it everlaſting ſtrength. | 

I am ſurpriſed, that any attendant on the * * 
of * * *® ſhould inquire after my ſermon, unleſs it 
was to criticiſe, cenſure, and expoſe. Becauſe 
there was really given too much occaſion, both. 
to his ** and all his friends, to reſent what 
ſome time ago I ſeemed to have done. In the 
midſt of the controverſy between the “ * and the 
, there was put into the ** Journal a para- 
graph from a letter of mine, conſiſting of a pretty 
I onion on Mr . As though I 
ſhould, unchallenged and unprovoked, ſtep forth 
to confront your *; or hould think to bear 
down a objections by my fingle authority. 
— This was alſo inſerted in the moſt offenſive 
manner; not as an extract from a private epiſtle, 
without the conſent or knowledge of the writer, 
but introduced as my own act, and ſubſcribed 

with my own name. 18814 r: 

I have found no reaſon to retract one jot or 
tittle of what was ſaid. And God forbid, that I 
ſhould be aſhamed of that incomparable miniſter 
of Jeſus Chriſt ; than whom I know no man on 
earth, who has more of the amiable and heavenly 
ſpirit of Chriſt. Nor do I, remember to have 
met with, in all my reading, a perſon, ſince the 
days of miracle and inſpiration, ſo eminently 
3 "> zealous, 


a 
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zealous, or ſo extenſively uſeful. Vet to obtrude 
his character on the public, at ſuch a time, and 
with ſuch circumſtances, had ſuch an air of 
officiouſneſs, ſelf-conceit, and arrogance, as muſt 
neceſſarily diſguſt others, and is what I would 
abſolutely diſavow. 
This, I afterwards learned, was done by a 
well-meaning and moſt pious man; but, in this 
ticular, very injudicious. It is much to be 
del ſired, that religious perſons may have wiſdom 
with their zeal ; eyes in their wings, that, as far 
as is conſiſtent with the exerciſe of integrity, 
and the diſcharge of duty, we may give no of- 
fence, neither to the Few, nor to the Greek, nor 
to the church of God. 
. Jo my ſincereſt thanks 12 your promoting 
ad of my ſermon; and continue your 
pro for its enfeebled author, that if the moſt 
h God vouchſafes to employ him in any other 
| woek for the honour of his dear Son, he may be 
enabled to find out acceptable words, and tat 
which is written may be words of truth. 
My affectionate compliments wait upon Mrs 
%. May you and yours dwell under the de- 
fence of the Moſt High, and abide under the ſha- 
dow of the Almighty !—I am, dear Sir, 
Moſt Nr and Ys yours, J. H. 


LETTER xvi. 


Dear Sir, ' Weſton, May 5. per 54. 
OME time had Mr Moſes Browne was ſo kind 
as to tranſmit to me three of your letters, 
"Wn gave.me both-pain and ö 
 M 3 think 


_ ly eomprcehenſive, furely ſhould be the work, pot 
of a few months or years, but of his whole life, 
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think how I had neglected to cultivate ſo va» 
luable a correſpondence ;—pleaſure and improves 
ment, from the peruſal of your truly-judicious 
remarks on Mr K:nnicott's performance, and Mr 
Geadby's attempt The latter, I am afraid, is not 
ſenſible of the great importance, and no imall 
difficulty of writing a proper comment on the 
whole Bible. Ty explain and illuſtrate with any 
tolerable juſtice, a book ſo very ſublime, fo vaſts 


were his abilities ever ſo diſtinguiſhed, I ſhould 
be extremely ſorry, to ſee that glorious gift of 
heaven come abroad into the world, with ſuch a 


collection of remarks, as might be more likely to 


depretiate, than miniſter to its univerſal acceptance. 
You are pleaſed to mention my intended work, 
and to offer your kind afhſtance ; an offer, which 
Jaſſure you I bighly value: I defire nothing fo 
much, as to bave the ſame impartiality of eriti- 
ciſm exerciſed ypen my manuſcript, as you have 
beſtowed upon the aformentioned writings. When 
my piece has beep enriched by your corrections, 
and if it receives yqur imprimatur, it ſhall go te 
the preſs without delay, as there is a likehhood 
of a large demand for the work, both at home 
and abroad. Ihis conſideration makes me timo- 
rous and diffident, eſpecially as my inceſſant in- 
firmities and unconquerable languors render me 
fadly unfit for the ſupport of 10 weighty and ſo 
grand a cauſe. If it was not for ſuch a declara- 
tion in the word of truth and life as this, Ner 
y might, nor by Srength, but by my Spirit, /aith the 
Tera. 1 ſhould. tetally deſpair of any ſucceis.— 
- pat „ . Excuſe, 


* 
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Excuſe, dear Sir, this haſty ſeribble; ſtrengthen 
the feebleſt of all hands, engaged in the divine 
| Jelus's {ſervice ; and pity a man, whoſe head aches 
while he writes to you; and heart almoſt fails, 
when he writes ſor the public; but is, amidſt 
all his wWeakneſſes | bluse 
Your very fincere and much obliged friend, 
James Heaver. 
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We talked of Chriſt Jeſus and hes beloved mini- 
ſter at **, Oh l that our converſation may be e- 
difying, and build us mutually up in our moſt 
holy taith !-—-He was fo obliging, as to preſent 
me with the picture of the late worthy Dc —; I 
hope, when | view it, I ſhall be reminded of the 
inſcription of Sennacberiò s ſtatue z Ee 'r ga 
aucegug g ®, Or rather, that it will addreſs me 
with the apoſtle's admonition; Be ye not flotbful, 

but followers of them, who through faith and pa- 
tience inberit the pronnſes.” |, rf a th” 
Mr ** has likewiſe tranſmitted to me ſeven of 
your ſermons, ſix on common, one on ſuperſine 
paper. For the latter I ſincerely thank you; for 
the former, I deſire you will give me leave to pay 
* Whoever looks on me, let him worſhip God. 
M 4 , you, 
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you. I propoſe to gratify and oblige my friends 
with them; and it ſeems utterly unreaſonable, 
that I ſhould be ere at your expenſe.— l ad- 
mire and applaud your noble reliance on God and 
his providence ; and, were you a fingle man, I 
would not offer to interpoſe a prudential hint. 
But, perhaps, the other amiable parts of your- 
ſelf, may not have the ſame ſteady and triumph- 
ant faith. For their ſakes therefore it may be 
"adviſable, to take the ant for a pattern, and lay 
up ſomething againſt a rainy day. 
TI heartily wiſh, that good providence, on 
which you depend, may Greed your piece, and 
proſper it in the world. Sure you ſhould ſuffer 
it to be advertiſed in ſome of the principal news- 
papers. I dare ſay, you defire, you covet, you 
are ambitious to do good, and be extenſively uſe- 
ful. As this then is a commodious open door, 
let not my friend's modeſty or ſelf- diffidence ſhut 
It. A | * | 
I have no deſire to reconcile you, dear Sir, to 
ſyſtems, human ſyſtems of religion; I know o- 
ther devout and godly perſons, that diſlike them. 
They have been ſerviceable to my ſoul ; and when- 
ever | read them, I think, they are bleſſed to my 
improvement and comfort : only let us all concur 


in prizing the Hlefſed book of God. May we 


enter into its treaſures more and more, and ſhed 
abroad the ſweet ſavour of its doctrine in every 
place]! Above all, my dear Mr , may we never 
ceaſe to teſtify of him, who is the Alpha and O- 
mega of the ſcripture, and the ſoul and centre of 
the whole Chriſtian religion; who is, by infinite 
degrecs, the moſt grand and amiable repreſenta- 
84 > tive 
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tive of the eternal Godhead to the church; and 
the only ſource of pardon and acceptance, of 
wiſdom and goodneſs, of grace and glory, to the 
believer. Faun N nn | | 

I rejoice to find that you take in good part my 
very free remarks, and very feeble attempts to 
criticiſe. Indeed, I did not doubt but you would. 


Al ſend two or three manuſcripts, and beg of 


you to exerciſe the ſame frankneſs of admonition, 
and the ſame impartiality of cenſure upon them. 
My bookſeller tells me, it cannot be compriſed 


in leſs than three volumes. I have always had 


an averſion to ſo diffuſive a work. Many will 
not have ability to purchaſe them; many not have 
leiſure to read them; and to ſome, I fear, the v 
ſight of three volumes would be like loads of 
meat to a ſickly or ſqueamiſh ſtomach. Yet I 
cannot contract the work, and reduce it to the 
ſize of two, without omitting thoſe parts, which 
are intended to entertain the reader, keep him in 
good humour, and allure or bribe him to go on. 
What would you adviſe ? n 

I have not ſeen Lord ***'s works. And ſince 
their character is ſo forbidding, their tendency fo 
hurtful, I ſhall not attempt to ſce them, I don't 
queſtion, but the great Fhyfician will provide an 
antidote for this poiſon, and the almighty Head 
of the church will enable his diſciples to tread on 
ſuch ſerpente. | 

I am this day a priſoner in my chamber, and 
write in much pain. Bleſſed be God for that 


world, where all tears will be wiped away from 


our eyes, and there, will be no more pain, And 
bleſſed be God for a Saviour, who is the way to 


D oſe 
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thoſe happy manſions, and the door of admiſſion 
into them, —OQO ] that every thing may lead 

dear friend and me — onre.. angy Arr 2 
him alone peace, and reſt, and true joy are to be 
I fend Letters viii; ix. x. xi. and Dial. xv. xvii. 
Do, my dear Sir, improve, poliſh, and enrich 
them. And if God almighty bleſſes them, if 
our adored Redeemer vouchſafes to work by them, 
I will thank you, not only in theſe regions of fin 
and mortality, but when I meet you before the 
_ throne of the Lamb, and amidſt the angels of 
light. Till then may the Father of mercies kcep 
you as the apple of his eye, and make you a 
liſhed arrow in his quiver. - Believe me to be, 
dear Sir,—your fincere; obliged, and | 

| affectionate brother in Chriſt, J. H. 
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Dear Sir, Weſton, May 30. 1754. 
n received your valuable letter. I 
thank you for the comfortable prayer; it 
exactly ſuits my circumſtances ; may I be enabled 
to breathe it from my very foul in faith, and may 
it enter into the cars of the God and Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt —Pray make no apology 
for the length of your letter. Whenever you 
favour me with an epiſtle, the more you ſuffer 
your pen to enlarge, the more you will oblige 
and improve your corteſpondent.— I wiſh you ſuc- 
ceſs in finiſhing your chronological and hiſtorical 
treatiſe, and mall be much pleaſed to peruſe it. 
' Your folution of the difficulty in As vii. ts 
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very ingenious, and ſubſerves the purpuſes of 


piety. But do you think the patriarchs would 
inter the Sichemites in a burying- place that be- 
longed to a ſtranger; and not rather depofit them 
in their family-vaults, or the ſepulchres where 
their anceſtors lay ?—] ſhould be glad to ſee the 
ſequel of your diſſertation concerning the fallen 
angels.—1 ſend herewith four of my Dialogues, 
—which | beg of you to examine with a kind ſe» 
yerity. I do aſſure you, 1 can bear to receive 
cenſure from a friend, and will kiſs the hps that 
adminiſter it, eipecially when it is intended ta 
preſerye my attempts to further the glorious goſpel 
from the contempt of the public.—41 will ere long 
fend you in a frank a general view of my plan, 
which, in the executian, is become too prolix ; 
and cannot be comprehended in leſs than three 
volumes, of the ſame fize with the Meditations, 
unleſs ſome judicious friend will help me to cur- 
tail and abridge,—I am very unwilling to pu- 
bliſh a work confiſting of three volumes; 1 appre- 
hend, this will obſtruct the ſale not a little. Be 
ſo kind as to ſerve my eſſays as you have treated 
Mr Goadby's expoſitory notes; take the pruning- 
knife, and freely lop off the luxuriant parts. 
Your notes on Taylor of Norwich I return with, 
thankful acknowled; ments ; you will ſee what 


uſe I have made of them.—I had penned more 


animadverſions upon that piece, but upon a review 
I found they would ſwell the work too much. I 
have a note, Dial, iv. page 4. that is directly to 
the point; would you gdviſe me to retain it f I 
had expunged it. I have directed the printer to 
reſtore it, but Igftanten boc.— Lou wil * 
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half a dozen of a little collection of ſeripture- 
promiſes ®, which I lately printed in two ſmall 
its of paper, chiefly for the poor, to be' paſted, 
one at the beginning, the other at the end of 
their Bibles, or indeed of any pious book. — Per- 
haps you may know ſome, to whom ſich a pre- 
ſent, though minute, may be welcome — As ſoon 
as you return theſe manuſcripts, if I have your 
approbation, I purpoſe to employ the preſs. In 
the mean time, it ſhall be my prayer to God, 
that he may give you a right judgment in all 
things. Vour moſt affectionate, PS 
J. Hervey. 


* 


IL E T T E R CXIX. 


. - My dear Friend. Fiume 12. 1754. 
O you wonder, why I have not acknowled- 
D ged the receipt of your laſt? Indeed it de- 
ſerved a moſt ſpeedy and a moſt grateful acknow- 
ledgment ; but I was unwilling to interrupt your 
thoughts with freſh inquiries. Your thoughts, [ 
hope, have been employed, in diſcovering the 
Rev. Dr s miſtakes, and in teaching him, 
what that means, which our Lord gave as the 
commiſſion to his miniſters, Preach the goſpel. 
I received your preſent from Mr ***; but [ 
| ſhall not want any memorial of your friendſhip, 
ſo long as you will give me leave to conſult you 
about difficult paſſages in ſcripture; and theſe 
memorials, I aſſure you, will not be tranſient; 1 
ſball carefully preſerve them; and when their 


„This cbllechon, io inſerted vol. V. p. 244, 3 
num 
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form them into a volume, which will, be more 


an adminiſtration of fuel to their luſts. Not that 


number and ſize 4s a little more incteaſed, ſhall 


valuable to me, than any book in my ſtu dy 

The anecdotes of your own life ate very wel- 
come; if you could add others, they would de 
ſtill more pleaſing. As you are well acquainted 
with ancient hiſtory, have you met with any ac- 
count of the four monarchies ? conciſe, taking in 
only the moſt memorable and ſtriking facts; and 
ſtill more particularly calculated to explain the 
prophecies of ſcripture, and demonſtrate their ex- 
act accompliſhments. : This, with a ſueciuct de- 
tail of the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and the di- 
ſperſion of the Jeus, would, I think, be a very 
pretty hiſtorical furniture for young minds. 

I think all your criticiſms pleaſe and improve 
me, that only excepted, which relates to 1 Cr. 
ix. 24. While I was writing this, Mr Pie, 
the bearer, came in; for which reaſon, you will, 
give me leave, for the ſake of enjoying his com 
pany, to conclude ;- only let me add, that I pur-, 
poſe, if I live till the beginning of next week, to 
finiſh. what l intended to ſay, in a letter by the; 
poſt ; which very probably may anticipate What 


now comes from, dear Sir, yours, &c. 


A n 
Err e 
. R 

| Think one guinea is full enough for giving "_ 

1 away to a perſon, whole character we are ig- 


5 


norant of. There are too many (dolet diatum } 
to whom an alms in the way of money, is only 


1 
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I'preſume to fix ſuch a charge upon the preſent 
petitioner; yet this conviction makes me cauti- 
ous, where I have no aſſurance of the perſon's ſo- 
briety. - Had it not been for his father's worth, 
I ſhould have almoſt thou 


tory recommendation. We are ſtewards of our 
Maſter's goods, and diſcretion is requifite in the 
diſcharge of ſuch an office, as well as fidelity. 

I fancy, my dear friend, you did not take no- 
tice of an unbecoming expreſſion, which dropt 
from your lips, while I fat at 
was a little chagrined at the careleſſneſs of your 
ſervant, and ſaid to him with ſome warmth, 
+ What} in the name of God do you mean?“ 
—Such expreſſions from your lips, will be much 
obſerved, and long remembered. I need ſay no 
more ; you yourſelf will perceive, by a moment's 
reflection, how faulty they are in themſelves, and 
how pernicious they may be to others. May the 
good Lord pardon and deliver you from evil 
and may both of us more frequently meditate on 
this important text, Set & watch before our mouths, 
and heep the door of our lips! . | 


Exer yours, while 


James HERyEy, 

45 ee 
My dear Friend, June 14. 1754. 
Efore this can reach your hands, you will, 


in all probability, have ſeen My P***, He 
is really an ingenious gentleman, has a lively ap- 


hen Ss 


ptehenſion, 


% 


| ght it my duty to have 
ſhut my hand, till I received ſome more ſatistac- 


your table. You 
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prehenſion, a penetrating judgment, as well as 


a large ſhare of read ing. May the almighty Spi- 
rit vouchſafe to ſanctify thoſe endowments; and 
make our interviews,” not an occaſion of ambiti- 
ouſly diſplaying our talents, but of building up 
one another in our moſt holy faith 1 1 can hard- 
ly agree to my friend's propoſal, for altering the 
tranſlation of 1 Cor. in. 24, May it not be an 
incitement to the utmoſt diligence ? 9. d. The 
contenders know, that, though many run, yet 
one alone can receive the prize. Therefore they 
exert all their ſtrength and all their ſpeed, each 
hoping and each ſtriving, - to be that diſtinguiſh- 
ing happy one: So likewiſe do ye; or may it not 
beſan encouragement, drawn from the proſpect of 
eral- ſucceſs ? g. 4. How much greater reaſon 
Eee 2 = run. the Chriſtian race? Since not 
one only, but all may receive the prize of | 
high calling.—Of theſe int tions the yo 
mer ſeems moſt /ſuitable to the tenor of the a- 
ſtle's diſcourſe. What do you apprehend to 
be the preciſe ſenſe of that on, . e ar 
nl, Col. ii. to. Is our tranſlation exact? 
Or ſhould it be rendered, Te are filled with bim, 


filled by bim? filled with wiſdom, holineſs, &c. 


I was reading P/a/. civ. and a doubt aroſe con- 
cerning the meaning of theſe expreſſions, He 
layeth the beams FM bis chambers in the water He 
maketh the clouds, his chariot, Does the pſalmiſt 
intend to ſignify the ſame thing by waters and 
clouds? Or by waters does he mean ſomewhat 
different from the fluid, which compoſes the 


clouds? Houbigant finds fault with our tranſla- 
tion oſ 70pan, Dure et incredibiliter Arias, conti- | 


gnavit 
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gnauit aquis ;, he would correct it according to his 
uſual way, by altering” the original, Nos legimus 
 IpON, : cooperiens : Sic degunt, præter Syrum, o- 
mnes in Polyglottis— What think you of the word 
Mad, verſe 19. going down ? Is that all, which 
the ſun knows or obſerves; would nor that be a 
very unperfet diſcharge of his office ? May not 
the original phraſe denote his going, his circuit, 
his whole journey? Comprehending, not only 
his ſetting, but his riſing, his meridian, and all 
his ſtages; together with his paſſage from one tro- 
pic to another, and his diſtribution, not only of 
day, but of ſeaſons alſo, through the various re- 
gions of the globe — c is this word rightly 
tranſlated /eaſons By ſeaſons we generally mean 
the four grand diſtributions of the year into 
ſpring and ſummer, autumn and winter. But 
theſe, you know, are neither occaſioned by the 
influences, nor regulated by the appearances of 
the moon. I could be glad to ſee, from your 
critical pen, a correct tranſlation. of this fine pſalm; 

ther with ſuch remarks, as may explain what 
is difficult, and illuſtrate what is beautiful. Next 
Saturday: | hope to ſend your manuſcript. In 
the mean time, let me promiſe myſelf. a re- 
membrance in your prayers, and expect the fa- 
vour of a letter, which will be thankfully re- 
ceived and highly valued by, ee 


Dear Sir, | 

7 Affeclionately yours, Cc, 

1 | J. HERVYEx. 
nr 
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Dear Sir, Weſton, June 21. 1754. 


TD Efore this arrives, I hope my parcel, tranſ- 
B matted accarding to your direction, will. 


ave reached your hands; and my Dialogues will 


have received the free correction, and the friend- 


ly improvements of your pen. 


As, through my many and repeated infirmities, 
Lhad long diſcontinued, and have often intermit- 
ted my intended work, I am informed from Lon-, 
don, that the abettors of the Sacinian ſcheme have. 


been pleaſed, to triumph in my diſappointment; 


imagining, that, through fear or inability, I had 
laid aſide my deſign, and infinuating, that I had 


changed my principles, or was conſcious of the 
weakneſs of my cauſe, From theſe gentlemen, 
if my eſſay ſhould appear in public, it may ex- 
pect a ſevere examination, and probably a violent 
attack, I hope your friendſhip will anticipate 
their inveteracy ; and remove thoſe blemithes, 
which might give them a handle for cenſure, or 
a ground for inſult, My prayer for my kind cor- 


rector is, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe fa- 


ered honour and precious intereſts are concerned, 


would give him che Spirit of wiſdom and under. 


flanding, the ſpirit of counſel and of might '; more 
N a vn. Is there, not a uliar force and 


beauty in this laſt metaphor? How would you 
develope and ſet it forth to common view? 1 


have juſt had occaſion to conſider that remark- 


able expreſſion in Pſalm xv. D882) VIYIND; men 


thinks, the Bible-rranſlation does not reecm mend 
itſelf; to my judgment I am petter ſati fi d, 
Vox. VI. . * and 


ö 
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and more edified with the verſion uſed by our 
liturgy ; only it ſeems not to have preſerved the 
ſtrength of the original. However, I will ſay 
no more upon this point ; becauſe, if I hve ta 
ſend another packet of probationary manuferipts, 
you will ſee my ſentiments on this particular in- 
corporated with the work. 1 
What is your opinion, as to publiſhing three 
volumes? Mr Mojes Browne and another friend 
pronounce in the affirmative ; though l am much 
efraid that this circumſtance will clog the ſale. 
here are ſeveral pieces that are a kind of ex- 
curfion from the principal ſubject, calculated to 
relieve and entertain the reader, yet not without 
adminiſtering fome ſpiritual benefit. A whole 
dialogue upon the wonders of wiſdom, power, | 
and goodnefs, difplayed in the contrivance and 
formation of the human body. Two or three 
letters, pointing out the traces of the fame 
and amiable attributes, in the conſtitution of the 
carth, the air, and the ocean . Theſe I am a- 
© Fraid to lop off, leſt it ſhould be like wiping the 
bloom from the plum, or taking the gold from 
the gingerbread. To you 1 fay gingerbread, 
though I would not fay fo to the public; for ! 
really think, the taſte of the preſent age is ſome- 
What like the humour of children: Their milk 
mult be ſugared, their wine ſpiced, and their 
neceſſary food garniſhed with flowers, and enrich- 
ed with ſweet-meats. In my next, I hope to 
lay before yon a ſummary view of my whole 
deſign. I forget whether I incloſed in my laſt 
one of the little collection of ſcripture-promites *, 


„ See val. V. p. 242, 3. 


which 
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which I cauſed lately to be printed, tor the be- 
nefit and comfort of my people. I would have 
them paſted into their Bibles; and may the God 
of all grace command them to be vi. 9 with 
faith, and ingrafted into their hearts. If I have 
already defired your acceptance of one, theſe I 
now fend may be for your friends. I fancy, a 

ſhort but lively Genet, upon each of the eight 
heads, and the texts ſelected, might, -atter they 
have been committed to the memories of the 
people, be acceptable, and what the apoſtle calls 
a word in ſeaſon —* Angry at the length of 
your letters!” No, dear Sir — They are, as 
Tully ſaid of Demoſthenes's orations, The loug- 


« er the more valuable. — I am 
| Tour obliged friend, 


1 Hynvay. | 


—— ä — „* 


L E T T E R XXIII 
My dear Friend, | 
Hank you for fending FER cuts ba for 
the Bible. All my hope with regard ro 
them, is, that they may remind ſome behotders 
of the tranſcendent excellency of the facred ri 
tings. 1 propoſe by the next poſt to write to Mr 


. I would very willingly preſent him with my 
elf picture, as you defire it; but | really think, my 


ch- picture, if Kar- better done, is not worth a frame. 
& (0 And, I own, I don't much like giving away, 
zole what ſavours more of vanity than benevolence. 
laſt W Can't you get a little leiſure to peruſe part of 
y intended work? I have, for a month or fix 


eeks, been proſecuting it in earneſt. - I have ſent 
N 2 four 
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And if 


nothing ſo much, as to know him now by faith, 
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ſourlof the Dialogues, tranſcribed; by my amanu- 
enſis. Do ſteal a little time from the multiplicity 
of your qedical engagements, to examine them; 
retrench, where I am redundant; clear up, where 
I am obſcure ; poliſh what is uncouth.—l hope 
Mr * will do me the ſame favour; and may 
the God of wiſdom give both my friends and me 
a right judgment in all things.—l have ſeen Mr 
***'s anſwer. - God be praiſed, that I had no oc- 
caſion for controverſy.— l have not ſeen Mr Mo- 
ſes Browne this many a day. The laſt time he 
was with me, he talked about reprinting his Sun- 
day-Thoughts, and adding a third part which he 
had finiſhed, and which completes his ſcheme. 
I would have the three parts printed in a neat 

ket-volame. Have you read his Poem on the uni- 


 werſe? I think it is the moſt pleafing, and indeed 


the beſt thing he ever wrote.—I hope, the God 
of heaven will ſmile upon his endeavours, and a- 
nimate us all to labour in his dear Son's cauſe, 
and 1 0 the labours, which he himſelf excites. 

od will proſper, who ſhall obſtruct? If 
he will work, who can let it? My dear friend, let 
our eyes be ever looking unto the hills, from 
whence cometh our help: To that omnipotent 
being, who ſtretched out the heavens, and laid 
the foundations of the earth ; to that all-gracious 
Being, who ſpared not (unparallelled, ſtupen- 
dous goodneſs?) ſpared not his own Son, but freely 
gave him up for us both. Oh! that we may 
dearly love him ; firmly truſt in him ; and defire 


and after this life have the fruition of his glorious 
"PF, ye Godhead. 


WE ISrmM=lS—teamnrn. as oe ao. cc... 


Le e of WOT Te thy 
Godhead. + To his everlaſting compaſſions I com- 
mit my friend and am inviolably yours, 

h T0 Fart Janes HERvEy. 


2 — — * 
—— .ÞA/lth. — 8 


n . 


LET TER MU 

Dear Sir, Weſton, Tuly 8. 1754. 
OUR favour of June 28. is now before me. 
and demands my ſincereſt thanks; and mine, 
I aſſure you, are of the ſincereſt kind. I am ſen- 
ſible, it is not in every one's power to do ſuch 
acts of kindneſs ; and if Providence vouchſafes to 
ſmile upon my eſſay, they will be of the moſt 
laſting, the moſt extenſive, and the moſt import- 
ant nature. Tf I live till next Saturday, I pro- 
poſe to tranſmit to you fix more of the Dialogues, 
which will open a new field for your friendly 
hand to weed, cultivate, and improve. Exerciſe 
the ſame benevolent ſeverity upon them, and 


continue to retrench, as well as to reform. 

Lam obliged for your criticiſms; and oh! that 
I may be emboldened by the extract from your. 
intended work. No-man, I believe, ſtands in 
more need of ſuch encouragements than myſelf. 
Timorous by nature, and made abundantly, more 
ſo, by a long ſeries of unintermitred languors, and 
a very debilitated conſtitution ; for which reaſon, 
I promiſe myſelf, you will commend the writer 

and his attempt to that great Jr HOVAH, in whom 
is everlaſting ſtreagth ; and for your kind. afſiſt- 


ance, I ſhall think myſelf bound to praiſe his 

adorable Majeſty ; and to pray that he would 

fill you with all wiſdom and ſpiritual underſtanding ; 

that you may 1alt * the Lord, unto all plea - 
| « =, 


. 
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Ang, being fruitful in every good work, and increaſing 
in the knowledge of God. _ Wach 11111 
I will, fince I have the concurrence of your 
Judgment, and I hope the guidance of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, determine upon three volumes.— 
How long do you apprehend it will be, before 
your chronological and hiſtorical piece will be 
finiſhed ? I hupe it will abound with expla- 
nations of ſcripture, and be rich with ſhort. bat 
firiking improvements... May you continually 
enjoy that unction from the Holy One, which 
teacheth all things! And oh ! that its precious 
influences may deſcend upon, —dear Sir, 
= you much obliged. 
And truly affectionate friend, 
. JANMFEs HERR x. 
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Cone BEEN: uly 1 3. 17.54; 
Hope my laſt letter, date? 7 e you 
of a parcel to be tranſmitted to you, is in your 
ad. Hikes are fix Dialogues, May the everlaſt- | 
ing and wonderful Counſellor enable you to ſearch 
them as with a candle, and make them ſuch as 
he will condeſcend to bleſs! I have dropped ſeve- 
ral objections and anſwers ; yer, I fear, too many 
are in retained, A 2 icity of objects aſh 
pates the attention either of the eye or the mind. 
Are what the painters call the two unities pre- 
ſerved ? one * action and one grand point 
of view, in each piece? Does Theron ſpeak 
enough; or with ſuch weight, and ſuch a ew of 
the /a Atticus, as might ſuit his character mew 


- 
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and there 2 touch of wit or genteel ſatire in him, 
I think, would be graceful, eſpecially, .in the 
firſt part, before he is brought to a conviction of 
his guilt. I hope you will not only find out all 
the faults, but that you will point this arrow, 
and trim its feathers ; 'and may the arm of the 
Moſt High launch it, that it may be the arrow 
of the Lord's ſalvation. I am, dear Sir, 1 
Affectionately and gratefully yours, 

James HERVEY. 
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Dear Sir, Wefton-Favell, Auguſt 27. 17 54. 
Have read part of your chronological manu- 

ſcript*®,—and | bleſs God for giving you ſuch 

a penetrating and comprehenſive mind. To con- 
feſs the truth, it is beyond my power to follow, 
even in thoſe reſearches, where you have ſur- 
mounted the difficulties, and cleared the way; 
but there are many things, which I underſtand, 
and with which I am delighted; inſomuch that, 
if you don't intend to publiſh it, I ſhould very 
much deſire a copy of it. But what ſhould hin- 
der the publication? Why ſhould not the learned 
world be improved by what is profound, and the 
whole world be edified by what is eaſy? I have 
no acquaintance in this neighbourhood, ' who is 


* The manuſcript which Mr Hervey here takes notice of 
is called. A ſhort chronicle of the moſt remarkable events, 
from the beginning of the world, to the building of Solo- 
mens temple.” In which chronicle the difficulties in chro- 
nology are cleared up after a new'manner ; and the author 
has ſtrove-to enliven his piece by a great number of marginal 
references. an | 0 

4 N 4 | _ verſed 


'20 A COLLECTION Let. 125. 
verſed in chronological inquiries, and capable of 
Judging of your computations and arguments: o- 
therwiſe-I-would obtain for you his opinion. Mr 
Mojes Browne (author of the Sungay- Thoughts) 
will gladly peruſe it.—Will you excuſe me, tho“ 
'T add no more? A gentleman waits for me below, 
to tranſat an affair of which I underſtand but 
very little ; he is come to take my parſonage- 
unds, in order to plough them for woad, an 
herb much uſed by the dyers. May proſperity 
: attend his plough ; but above all may it attend 
yours and mine, which would open the ground 
for the ſeed of the eyerlaſting goſpel. I am loath 
to miſs a poſt, loath to defer my thanks for your 
laſt very valuable favour, otherwife you would 
not be pur off with ſuch a haſty ſcrap from, 


Dear Sir, ; | | 43 | 
Your moſt obliged and affectionate, 
James HERVEY, 


LET T E R CXXVII. 
SIR, October 2. 
Have peruſed the greateſt part of Dr Hodges's 
| Elibu. Tis wrote, I think, in a maſculine 
and noble ſtyle; is animated with a lively ſpirit 
of piety ; and urges, with a becoming zeal, 
ſome of the grand peculiarities of the goſpel. - I 
hope, it will prove a bleſſing to both the univer- 
ſities ; and be a means of teſtifying, to both thoſe 
learned bodies, the truth as it is in Jeſus. —Dear 
- Mr *# has been gone from us almoſt a fortnight. 
What a burning and ſhining light is he ! Burn- 5 
1 ing 71 
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my dear friend, talk for him, write for him, and 


/ 
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ing with miniſterial zeal, and ſhining in all holy 
converſation.— I hope, our dear friend g ſer- 
mon was attended with a bleſſing; and may the 


blication! 


blefling be greatly increaſed by the 


May the drop become a river, and the river be- 
come a ſea -I as yeſterday with five or fix 
young ſtudents, and this day with three ingenious 


gentlemenof the laĩty, two of whom are acquaint- 
ed with the Hebrew. Our converſation turned 


wholly upon that ſuperexcellent and delightful 
ſubject, the only true Cod, and Feſus Chriſt whom 


be has ſont... Oh! may that almighty Being, who = 
has every human heart in his hand, ſanctify our 
diſcourſe to our eternal advantage !—And'let us, 


live for him, who died for our fins, and 1s riſen a- 
gain for our juſtification, —May his Spirit be your 
continual £«ide, and his favour your everlaſting 
portion Ever yours, while 2 mA 

| James Hervey. 


LETTER XXV. 
HE gentleman who verſified part of my 
Meditation, is Mr Newcomb of Hackney. 1 


thought it exceedingly well executed; much fy. 
perior to his ode on the final diffolution of the 
world, which he has fince publiſhed. 3 
As to Biſhop Fowler's Defign of Chriſtianity, he 
has, as far as I have read, good ſenſe, clear lan- 
| guage, and ſometimes fine ſtriking ſentiments. 
But I moſt cordially embrace the 
„ That faith juſtifieth only as it 


propoſition, viz, 
PE 95 tho 


the merits; and righteouſneſs of Jeſus: Chriſt,” 
E. he moſt peremptorily * condẽmns.—Pleaſe 
— your eye to the fifth line of the next para- 
graph; n s words are, Imputation of 

4 Chtiſt's . conſiſts in dealing with 
** ſincerely-tighteous perſons as if they were per- 


„ fectly fo, tor the Ae of Jeſus Chriſt”), and 
compare his üncetely-righteous perſons, with 


St. Paul's declaration, Rom. iv. g. that Chriſt juſtifi- 
eth the ungodly --When you have peruſed —— 
ſidered Biſhop Fowler's treatiſe thoroughly, pleaſe 
to let me have it again; eſpecially as you and Mr 
H——r . he has 
ſor the attainment of true holineſs than Mr Mar- 


fall. — Thanks for young Mr Ch——'s ſermon. 


He is a correct writer, but wants the main thing. 
« Chriſt is all in all.“ He either forgets, or un- 
derſtands thoſe words, in a manner very different 
from my apprehenſon. Mr -t has much 
ſenſe, - but to me his ſermon reads flat: in 
his diſcourſe likewiſe I wiſhed to have ſeen more 
of our 7 ee ee 3 am, Gc. 


— 


LETTER CXXIX. 


Dear Sir, . Weſton, October 20. 1754. 

Received the parcel ſafe, and deſirt to bleſs 
- God's providence for not * the ma- 
nuſcripts to be loſt in their aas e, as they had 
like to have been; and to thank my kind friend 
for his judicious 1 is incloiet 


— — 


dialogue xvi. I durſt not venture to commit this 
„ See che whole paſſage, e 


to 


6 
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gwen better directions 


r rr E. 3 ® 


M © *% tocots mos _# 


miſs.—It is, as you will eaſily perceive, a ſubject 


friend. Wh pat 
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to the preſs, without ſubmitting it to your cor- 
rection. Dear Sir, examine it with a critical ſe- 


verity; and may he whoſe eyes are as a flame of 
fire, enable you to diſcern and rectify what is a- 


of the laſt 3 tance. , Oh! that, in handling 
it, I might be @ workman, that need not be aſha- 
med. Pardon my ſcraps of anſwers, to your large 
and valuable letters. I hardly know how to get 

a moment's leiſure, ſo very intent am I now on 
the publication of my, book. I have not been 
able, for want of time, to read over this tran- 
{cript ; 1 hope, the copier has not made any great 
miſtakes. Be ſo good, dear Sir, as to favour me 


with your remarks on this manuſcript, as ſoon as 


you poſſibly can; you need not return it, only 
lend me your remarks... But you will pleaſe to 


preſerve this, for fear of an accident Pen- 
0g to the other copy. | 
1 am, dear Sir, 
mn pg affeAtionately, - 


nb * 


e „ * nr 


LETTER cxxx. 


I dear. Fiese, e Nen 
I ju; 8 
48 


„ 8 


trouble of overloaking the manuſcripts. He 
the judgment of acritic, and the frecdom of a 
ſuaded by the bookſel- 
2 rint on ee and hid ; 
as. 7 ts in ed bd a A and intends to entitle it, The 
more 


and reft of creation ; with the addition of ſome 
particular, errlicataty, Ww 
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1 objected to this general title; made a query, whe- 


ther it was ſtritly proper; or, if proper, whe- 
ther ſufficiently eniGeant ?: "Inſtead of it, I pro- 
— * The wort of creation, and ref of the Sab- 


* Gat ſhall tell you my ſentiments, in blorion 
to Weſley on the pe of the ſamts, Both 


their aten on 27 is kubzeel — you. Whe- 


ther his replies and interpretations I. the firſt 
part are ſound and fatisfaQory, judge you ; the 
conſiderations ſuggeſted in the latter part, I think, 
are full of weight, rich with conſolation, and 


worthy of a place in our memories and in our 


hearts ; may our own meditation fix them in the 
one, and the Spirit of © our God t chem in 
the other ! 

lam entirely of your opinion with evict to 


Staynoe on ſalvation by Fefus Cbri generally 
very prolix, and ſomewhat tireſome to the reader; 


— his ſtyle is good, netyous, and beautiful. 


rolixity, I find, is an epidemical fault among 
writers ; the cenſure I paſs on him, rebounds on 
myſelf : ſave me from this miſconduct, by lop- 
ping off my redundancies, I have not looked 
into Staynoe for a great while; when I reviſe him 
again, you ſhall have my ſentiments concerning 
| his doctrine; which, though excellent in the main, 
is not, I apprehend, aly conſiſtent, nor e- 
vangelical throughout.--I bave ſeen Mr **#'s verſes 
on Dr s character; I am apprehenſive / inter 
not / that it will rather depretiate, than exalt the 


Revetend Doctor's en amon ng readers of a 


goſpel- ſpirit. There are indeed the /ales Attici, 
| bur where are the ſaler 0 WI. ſays our 
| lively 
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lively friend * ? I think, he is the Caleb of our 
fraternity. 1 ſignifies all heart. His name 


and nature correſſ ry Did not he warm vou 


with his zeal? Oh that we may glow with ſove 
to him, who bled for love of us — have received 
a letter from our dear friend on the American con- 
tinent. He mentions you in particular, and your 
late gueſt. Love, cordial love, he tranſmits to 
you both. We believe him, when be makes a 
profeſſion of kindneſs; and why are we ſo back- 
ward to believe the more repeated, more ſolemn, 


and infinitely more faithful aſſurances, which the 


ſcripture gives us of our Redeemer's love? Let 
us bluſh and be confounded for our unbelief, and 
may the Lord of all power and grace help our un- 
_ 97] 


Ever yours, k H. 


p. 8. Certainly our friend jud right i in not 


acting as a juſtice of peace, unleſs he would ſab- 
mit to the fatigue of acquainting himſelf. with 


our national laws. A ſtudy, which is, if I righ- 
ly judge, which I am ſure would be to my taſte 
of all others the moſt jejune and irkſome. Not 
fo the ſcriptures! God has, in tender indulgence 


to our diſpoſition, ſtrewed them with flowers, 
dignified them with wonders; enriched them 
with all that may delight the man of genius, and 


make the man of 0d perfect. May we, as new- 
born babes, defire the ſincere milk ot the word ; and 


grow grow thereby in knowledge, grow in faith, 


1 in love, in holineſs, in every amiable and 


day 


| happy accompliſhment. Don't you practiſe that 
excellent * of ſelecking for meditation each 


- 
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day a text of ſcripture? As to publiſhing the firft. 


volume of Theron and Aſpuſio before the others 
are ready, E really know not how to act. May 
the God of unerring wiſdom vouchſafe to di- 
3 his dear Son aur glorious Interceffor's 


T 88 ' 
A. . 2 0” n 8 


„„ ˙ nf 5 "Wd cx >» 
- Reverend and dear Sir, Weſton, Aug. 12. 1754. 
Received your favour from Jſfington, and ac- 
knowledge myſelf indebted to you for a pre- 


ceding one from Scotland. I am both to you, and 


to other of my worthy correſpondents, quite an 
inſolvent ; yet truſt my many infirmities, in con- 
currence with your candor, will plead my excuſe; 

I called myſelf an inſolvent ; but I ſhall, ere 
long, make one public effort to pay from the 
prefs, all my debts of an epiſtolary nature; the 
payment, I confeſs, will not be in the very fame 
ſpecie, but it will bear the fame image and fu- 


perſcription, not Cæſar s, but Chnſt's. This wal 


recommend it to my correſpondents, and not only 


beſpeak their kind acceptance of it, but engage 
their cordial prayers in its behalf. Do, my dear 


Sir, remember my poor enterpriſe, when you 
call upon him who is omnipotent ; he can bid the 
wounded come againſt the fortreſs, and the lame 
take the prey. Unlefs he fuccour, untefs he fup- 
port, what can impotence itſelf expect, but to 
miſcarry in the attempt, and be a laughing-ftock 
to the enemy? but I read, and this encourages 
me, I is not by might, nor by ſtrength, but by my 
Spirit, jaith the Lord. | [ | 
5 1 


— 
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I did not know till yours informed me, that 
Mr ** was gone to his long, and I truſt to his 
happy home. O that we who ſurvive, may have 


our affections fixed there, where our God and Sa 


viour refides, whither our friends and en 
are removed! _, 

I wiſh you and your ſpouſe much joy in Auel 
ether, but much more in Chriſt Jeſus. As the 
bridegroom: rejoiceth, over the bride, ſo may the 
Lord your God rejoice over you both. Let me 
veg you to preſent my affectionate ſalutations 

nadie Germ. Aſſure him, that my filence 
did not proceed from any — to his 


friendſhip, or difeſteem for his work; but I was 


much indiſpoſed. I had nothing to communicate, 
and to have written in ſuch circumſtances,, would 
been burdenſome to me, and unferviceable to 
him. My reſpectful compliments atend Mrs 
O—, your ſpouſe, and yourſelf; and I entreat 


your united prayers for, dear Sir, 
Tour ſincere friend, ; 
18855 and brother in Chriſt. 


Fa Hervs v. 


p. S. The incloſed collection of fariptucel pro- 
miſes, are a little preſent. which I make to my 
people. They are inteaded to be one at 
the beginning, the other at the end of religious 
books. Perhaps s ſome of your friends may not 
diſdain this ſpirirual noſegay, becauſe, though lit- 
tle, it is c r Gods 


L E r. 
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Dear Sir, Peuuſday Morning. 
Was lately favoured at Meſſan with a viſit f om 
the Rev. Mr }/*** of T*##, who is indeed 
_ "a moſt excellent man, much of a gentleman; and 
ſeems well «ro deſerve the character he bears: 
there is ſomething in him very engaging, | 
venerable. During our. converſation, I Nax 
a kind of reverential awe on my mind, blended 
with more than fraternal affection. How old is 
he? By his looks he appears to be paſt forty. 
What a reproach is it to our men in er, nay 
to the nation itſelf, that ſo valuable a perſon ſhould. 
at this time of life be no more than a country-cu-' 
rate ?--But he, man! diſregards the things of 
this world. That time Which too many of his 
brethren ſpend to the diſgrace of their function, in 
_ - worldly compliances, and hunting after church- 
preferments, he employs as a faithful labourer, in 
the vineyard of Chriſt; and pays all due obedience 
to the apoſtle s important injunction, Redeem time / 
How would ſome of the primitive biſhops have 
ſought after a man of his exemplary piety ; and 
have given him every mark of their real eſteem ! 
Sed tempora mutantur, et nos mutamur in illi. 
l am much pleaſed with the account of the re- 
ligious ſociety at 7—, of which Mr W— is the 
founder and preſent director Tis an admirable 
plan! I would have endeavoured: (had my health 
permitted my attendance) to have formed one of 
the ſame kind at Northampton. . I heartily with 
ſo uſeful an inſtitution was more known, and 
well eſtabliſhed in all the principal towns in this 
. kingdom; 
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kingdom; as I am perſuaded ſuch a ſociety, muſt 
be productive of great good, and in ſome degree 
revive the drooping intereſt of Chriſtianity, where- 
ever it was. prudently managed. We had in chis 
neighbourhood a religious aſſembly, of which I 
myſelf was * a member; but no one could be ad- 
mitted, . who did not .underſtand . Greet, as the 
chief deſigu of that meeting was to improve 
other in for ptural knowledge, and ME, 
could be of 1 comparatively with Mr W--'$ 
plan F. 5 
- have lately read Mr WW arton's edition of. Fi. 
gil and — approve the printing the Latin 
one ſide, and his poetical — — it other; 
he is a clever man; but I, think he might. have. 


enriched his notes with many more. obſeryations 


onithe beauties and maſterly ſtrokes of the Poet. 
—1 would not for my o part give "dow a | 


the moſt accurate di putations upon is ch. 
gical or geographical 1 555 


plaud and thank the critic ,yho. will og 


ſee the att an addreſs, e 


and to enter into the ſpirit and delicacy of ſuch 
wender n lam, . 15 5 


IL. 22361 Sacre greut daſpecn f 


55 


99 555 "= e 19 eK vs 
n 3: 22605 £101 0afat ens d ide ets 
| *.Thatalrdadonders bf the alſembly here mented are 
inferted.io vol, V. p. 280. blöd, c <a Ne 


2 + The rules and arders of ce Tur jeg ae erat 
vol. V. p. 256. 88 
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LE TX OEK cxxx III. 


' My dar Friend. Ade; 
ive read over, again and again, the N 
copy of 

r 


your little tract, which you intend 
the next edition, and have examined it with 
my beſt attention: not able to make any amend-' 
5 that is conſiderable, I have only ſuggeſted 
fome flight alterations. Elegance you don t covet 
in ſuch a compoſition ; rex and neat is the 3 
per array for ſuch an addreſs. 
Lam ſurpriſed to read the letter which the x" 
gentleman from Durham writes againſt your 
Ne Never fear, my friend ;—our writings as 
well as our lives, ate in the hand of God almighty : 
if he will ſpread, what ſhall obſtruct them f if 
he will work qt them, who ſhall diſannul his 
— O cry to him, cleave to him, 
and live by faith of hin for not by might nor by 
vA. not by eloquence of compoſition, nor 


San k but by my Spirit, ſaith the Lord. 
little pains with my Theron and 


Py: Aro can ſcar e what inqui- 
nies are made after it, Gd es ent — 
is for it, even before; publication. It makes me 
rejoice with trembling. All-wiſe, all-gracious 
Jeſus, be jealous for thine honour. Let me not 
Loh let me not cloud its brightneſs, or obſtruct 
its progreſs, by any injudicious touches of my 
Ano feel the loſs of our valuable friend 
r Doddridge, to whoſe judgment I ever paid tte 
| hivheft deference ; but ſince he is gone, and we 
can have no more of his perſonal counſels, let us 
redouble our attention to bis is Writings. e 
- k +a anl. I 


Ed... CGE. T 


a ARM An 


I 
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expect you will tell me my manuſcript is very 
prolix; but I delignedly made ir ſo, that my 
friends might judge what is proper to be omitted. 
It is eaſier, you know, to expunge than to com- 
poſe ; I wiſh they would with a leaden pencil in- 
cloſe in à parentheſis, what they would have 
2 I hope to retrench one fourth part of the 
May the God of wiſdom direct, and _ 

God of marey proſper, all our undertakings! = 


Feng I am ry e J. H. 


OC ——_—. 


* "IF A — VI II „ _ * 


L E 1 * NNW. 


Saturday OY ng. 
Tie to my dear friend, for the entertain». 


ment he has given me, by s accou 

* Nadir Sbab; an illuſtrious villain indeed! 
he ſpread ficebrands. arrows, and death, May we 
be conformed to his i image, who went LAS do- 
Ing good. 

If you have Yaltaire's life of Lewa XIV. "be 
2 eaſed to give me the peruſal of it; I fancy, | 
s reign in France was ſomewhat. like the Au» 
fan Be in Rome. Periods of politeneſs both! 
Fo what are'thoſe to heaven ? the world, where 
DWELLETH righteouſneſs, —conſummate righte- 
ouſneſs and everlaſting happineſs. Don't you long, 
more and more, for thoſe courts of the living 
God? Don't you love him more and more, who 

(after he had overcome the ſharpneſs of 
opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers?. 
Warburton, I hear, has publiſhed two volumes of 
©"'* Gee Hanwey's accumats' mad raining truvelt, in 400 
volumes quarto, page 255. of the reond, yalume, 2 7 
0 2 8 ſermons, 
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ſermons, octavo; in which, it ſcems, he has de- 
cried experimental religion, diſregarded the pe- 
culiarities of the goſpel, and treated the operations 
of the Spirit as mere enthuſiaſm. If this be the 
effect of his great learning, then, good Lord, de- 
liver us all, ſay I, from ſuch an attainment. If 
you either have, or can borrow them, juſt let me 
peep p on them.—Don't buy them to gratify me; 
an reliſh nothing but what is evangelical. |. | 
Your, friend's Diſertations were put into my 
hands; very pure diction, but that is all; all to 
me, at leaſt. There was the bone, but the mar- 
row was gone; Jeſus Chriſt, my portion and 
yours, was forgot. How different his ſtrain from 
St Paul's reſolution, 1 am determined to know nothing 
but Chrift jv 896 efus and bim crucified, which happened 
3: be the ſubject of my exhortation to my family . 
aſt night. Lord, 18805 thy adorable Son, the 
all- ſufficient aur, in our hearts; and the more 
others neglect him, ſo much the more let us, my 
Seer friend, be zcalous to honour him. 
I have looked into the manuſcript you ſent me; 
there ſeem to be many lively 1 ſpirited ſenti- 
ments in it, but ſurely it ĩs defective in the main 
poi St Paul, 1 am apt to think, upon a per- 
of the treatiſe, would fay, the author has 
- Zood ſenſe, may be no bad moraliſt, but being 
rgnorant of "God's righteouſneſs, and going about to 
efabliſh bis own righteouſneſs, he has nat Jubjntted to 
the righteouſneſs of God, Rom. x. 3.—Lord, give us 
an underſtanding, that we may now him that is 
true! Then we ſball fee Chriſt Jeſug, the God- 
man, to be, in the grand affair of ſalvation, like 
the meridiun ſun; and all other things, Like the 
ſtars at nobn- day. Did 


1 7 


Oo 
1 
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Did you ever read Mr balls remarks upon 
Shakeſpear ? If you have not, Iwill ſend you the 
pamphlet. They are very ingenious, and well 
doſerve the notice of the public; particularly of 
yours, who are ſuch an admirer of Shakeſpear.- ' | 

When you can ſpare Francis's.tranflation of 
Demoſthenes, (1 ſuppoſe it is the ſame Francis who 
tranſlated Horace), favour me with a fight of it. 
A ſight of this will content me; but God's word, 
that ineſtimable book, which ſhews me the way 
w 1 I would cleave to, I would dwell 

And would not you, my dear friend, do 
105 1 Ey Tovlors 1%, 

My text on Wedneſday evening will be a com- 

plete deſcription of a Chriſtian; vg. We are the. 


circumciſſon which worſhip Gad in the ſpirit, and re- 
Jace in Chriſt Feſur, 6.) have no confidence. 
feſb, Philip. iii. 3. A fine ſubject for your me- 


in tbe 


tation. Why ſhould 1 not add, for your con- 


verſation alſo {Ever 2 er 245 
> + — p 
1. E 1 + of þ 5 R, CXXXV. 
Dane 4 1 ui bs 


Here ſend you part of my thoſe av ng of 
Theron and Afpaſio ; if you think it —— your 
while to beſtow any corrections upon them, well ; 


if not, this alſo is well. For my own part, 0 
very languig are my animal ſpirits, I am more 


and more indifferent About N 1 ſee fo much 


| weakneſs in my mind, and ſo many imper fections 


in my compoſitions, that I am afraid to venture 


upon the ſtage of obſervation again.— An obli- 
ging letter from Mr H, informs me of his 


O 3 willingneſs 


fo 4 WF #4 
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willingnels to peruſe and correct any lit 
attempt of mine; and diſcovers, I think, ſtill more 
the integrity, ſimplicity, and piety of his heart. 
*1 p er both South's and Delaune's ſermons to 
the Biſhop's, for ſoundneſs of doctrine. The firſt 
might be crabbed in his temper, and the ſecond 
voluptuous in his life, yet both are more evange- 
lical in their ſentiments than he is. Thoſe who 
can read ſuch kind of moral eſſays as the Biſhop's, 
(very improperly called ſermons), as guides to hea- 
ven, and as good comforters while on earth, 
will one day I hope form a better judgment, and 
be enabled in a clearer manner to diſcern the 
things which are excellent. | 
On Dr Stonhbouje's recommendation, I have 
lately read Dr Mattis treatiſe on the love of God, 
and its i an all the which is indeed 
a moſt excellent book, happily calculated for 
uſefulneſs.—If you have never ſeen it, you have 
a pleaſure yet to come, and 1 would by all means 
adviſe you to get it.— The love of God is indeed 
the ſource and ſoul of religion ;-—-apd what can 
produce it, what can chetiſh it, but a ſenſe of 
God's love to us manifeſted in his dear Son ? by 


whom we ate fully aflured, that he bas forgiven 


us all treſpaſſes, and will give us life eternal. 


* Preſent my affectionate compliments to your 
family, and believe me, as I really am, 


l Moſt cordially yours, 


4: 2 m i C861 
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Dear Sir, Weſton, Jau. 25. 1753 

Really forget, whether I acknowledged your 

laſt favour. If I did not, let your own can- 
daur be my advocate, and my important buſineſe 
under the moſt enervated conſtitution be my plea, 
I have been, ſince I wrote, in the  phytician's 
hands, and debarred from the pulpit. Bleſſed be 
the Lord our Healer, I am now reſtored to my 
uſual ſtate, and am enabled to ſpeak a word on 
the Lord's-day, and preach in my church on 
Wedneſday evening, which is my lecture-day, for 
the honour of my Maſter, and I hope for the e- 
dification of his people.—Oh ! that this privilege 


may he cocval with my life; and my preaching 


voice, and my vital breath be ſtopt together! I 
with you, dear Sir, many ne years, much of 
the new man, and an abundant entrance into the 


new Jerujalem.—Your moſt obliged, _ 
8 And truly-affectiona te friend. 


„LET TRR ANN 
© My dear Friend, March 4. 

ON T hurry the return of the Dialogues. 
Take your time, that you may examine 
them thoroughly ; none knows, how far they 
may ſpread, or bow long they may live. Oh! 
that the God of wiſdom may enable you to 
judge aright, and correct their miſtakes! 
I am ſorry to hear your account of our friend 
at ***, 1 with, he could be perſuaded to look 
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upon his myſtic writers, as his.chamber-counſel ; 
converſe with them in his ſtudy, and leave them 
there. I was viſited yeſterday by a gentleman, 
who would' be a darling with Mr H—; quite 
fond of myſties, but does not go any great 
lengths; for eſpouſe, at leaſt not avow or pro- 
pagate, their extravagant peculiarities. Your: 
old ae ꝗqdaintance Mr * came in, and fat with 
us, I believe two boars: The! gentleman , hap- 
pened to refer to Jaiab vi. and defired I would: 
read the beginning of the chapter; glad of this 
overture; 1 'reacily /embreced it, and fixed the 
diſcourſe to this noble, this alarming and com- 
fortable ſcripture, Oh! let us attend, with aſ- 
ſiduity and delight, to the holy precious word of 
God; the apoſtle: calls it afar yeae, pure, un- 
mixed,- Amade ed as though every compoſi- 
tion had ſome improper tincture, . was ſome way 
or other adulterated.” M fon, ſays the God of 
heaven, (and-it is a moſt important advice, a moſt 
endearing exhortation), attend to my words, incline 
thine ear unto my Jayings Let them not depart 
from thine eyes, kecrp them in the midſt of thine heart, 
For they are—hje unto theſe that find them, and 
health to all their fleſh. . * 
As to Epb. iv. 16. does not u bene TEfer 
to the orderly, and exact arrangement ? ouucrcelaors 
to the nice and ſtrong connections? But where is 
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| the beauty or propriety of S a 71 Nl; P 
Why chat which every joint ſupplieth ?. ls there > 
any peculiar fund, of nutriment lodged. in the | 
joints? would not an anatomiſt have ſaid, by that 0 
which every veſſel, or every ramiſication of a V: 


velcl, ſupplicth ?—I fincercly pity pocr ***'s t 


caſe; 


Let. 137 dur LET TE R S8. 259 
caſez I will give him two guineas; and hope, 
the God whom he ſerves, will raiſe him up other 


friends. He that ſpared not his own Son, 2 
tim up for us all, bow ſhall be nat. with ths. ah 


Jreely give bim all things Tell him this from me, 


though he knows it already, the Lord may make 


it a word in ſeaſon. Charge him to ſay nothing 


of me and my mite, but as much for me to his 
God and Saviour as he pleaſes.—I hope you will, 
when opportunity ſerves, ſtrengthen Mr Hi in 
the faith of the goſpel, and in the ways of the 
Lord. Let us provoke; one another to love and 
to good works; and ſo much the more, as we 
ſee the day approaching. Veſterday Mr . of 
Cambridge called upon me; our converſation was 
not ſo 9 — as could wiſh it degenerated 
into diſpute. Mr ***, who is very much talked 
of, was the ſubject. I don't thoroughly know 
his ſcheme, but am inclined to ſuſpect that his 
opponents will find it a difficult matter to main- 
tain their ground. However, 1 ſhall not attempt 
to make myſelf fully maſter of the controverſy. 
To know Chriſt and him crucified, Hoc nebis pul- 
marium. denen is the Win and prayer of; b 


. Ever hein 


o S. The 1 Latin prayer you ſent me for wy 6- 
pinion, ſeems to be compoſed by a myſtic L by 
a word of Chriſt ! Acceſs through his blood i is 
neglected ; IE through his righteouſneſs 
is forgotten: The grand error of the myſtic di- 
rides? who, wholly intent upon what God is 


to do in us, moſt unhappily diſregard Wit be 
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2 done for us, in the perſon of his beloved 
ein in! | 


Do I 


Pe WY 1 
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Pen Favell, March 19. 1755. 
- My dear Friend. 75 0 
| A Good. while ago I received your kind letter, 
and this week your valuable parcel. I 
confeſs myſelf obliged to your candot, as well 
as to your judgment, for excuſing me, though 
I have not abſolutely acquieſced in all your re- | 
marks; as well as * giving me many excellent 
corrections, which I have moſt thankfully adopt- I 
ed. I hope what I have written concerning faith, t 
will occaſion forge calm and friendly debares ; l 0 
want to have that ſubject ſifted, cleared, and ſta- | 
ted. I muſt own, I am ſtrongly inclined to ſide Hit 
with our reformers ; I cannot but think they ad- 
here to the fimplicity of the goſpel. Chriſt died 
for me, ſeems to be the faith preached and taught 
by the apoſtles.— have not had time to per- 
uſe Mr **, nor 1 you can 
hardly imagine, how my time is engroſſed, 
and my weak ſpirits almoſt overbore, partly 
by reviſing the work for a new edition, which is 
put to the reſs. partly by anſwering a variety 
of letters, ſent to me on occaſion of the publi- 
cation; ſome of which cenſure, ſore approve 
of the performance, © 
I have read with great fr; your ſhort 
chronicle ; have ſent it to Mr Maſes Browne, and 
received it again: hope you can ſpare it, till! 
peruſe it a { | time; a - 10 b - ” ; 


ͤ— 
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I have lately been preſented with a magnifi« 
cent and coſtly Hebrew Bible, in four volumes 
folio, publiſhed by Father Houbigant, with which 
he has intermixed the Apocryphal Greek books, 
{tyled by him Deutero-canomc:.—Have you ſeen 
this work, or heard its character? The author 
has ſubjoined notes to each chapter, which are 
employed chiefly in vindicating his alterations of 
the text. He is a bold enterpriſing writer, takes 
great liberties with the ſacred text, and makes very 
many alterations; often without the authority of 
any manuſcript, purely from his own critical judg- 
ment, or critical conjectute . If at any time you 
have a mind to know his opinion upon any difficult 
text, I will either tranſcribe it in his own words, 
or give you the ſubſtance of it in Exgliſb. | 
His interpretation of Gen. xxii. 14. puts me 
in mind of an expreſſion in your ſhort chronicle. 
— Tis my opinion, Abraham had never fo 
« clear a fight of the day of Chriſt as at this 
* time.” I fancy, you will not be diſpleaſed with 
a copy of the learned Jeſuit's criticiſm. - Yacavit 
nomen loci ejus nv r Dommas videbitur .— Nun 
videtur ne ab futuro rum aberremus.—Nen vidi bit, 
non modo quia non additur guid fit Deus uiſurur, ſed 
etiam quia in tota illa viene, — 
min videri; | ter cauſam ens 10 um 
mox nomine it ex »  Nimirum Deus Ab; 

d lend, grad Abrabam wide & bee 
e/t, ſeu Filium promiſſionis unigenitum pro humano ge. 
nere vitimam ohm futuram. | Atque bor illud oft, 
quod memorize ſempiternæ Abraham conſecrabat, 


cum 3 Hogie in monte Dommes videb 
ulus a> 


pul 


tur; illud bode fie aceſptens, uf accepit Pa 


. 
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poſtolus 11:4. Davids, Hadie fi vocem ejus audieritis; 
quod bodie tamdin durat, quamdu ſecula illa dura- 
bunt, de quibus  apojiolus,” donec hodie cagnominatur. 
Errant, gui ſic mterpretantur, quaf: Moſes renarret. 
zſurpatum ſuo tempore proverbum. Nam fi fic erit, 
non jam docebit Abraham, cur buic loco nomen fe- 
cerit, Dominus videbitur; quam tamen nominum no- 
tationem in Jacris paginis non omittunt ii, quicumque 
nomiua rebus 1 EY NQuod contra plane. docebit, 
Abraham, „ de en Moſes fic narrat, vocuvit no- 
men loci oo Deut videbitur; nam dixit, In monte 
Deus e This is a truly grand and de- 
lightful ſenſe; would bid fair for preference, if 
it could be ſuthciently eſtabliſhed. - But, beſides 
other things which might be objected to this in- 
terpretation, it ſeems probable that the Lord did 
not appear to Abrabam, only called to him N“. 
—Chriſt ſays of Alralam, that he ſaw, not his 
perſon, but his day; »uye ſignifies, I ſuppoſe, much 
the ſame as wrt rr the remarkables, 7e enn 
in any one's life. He ſaw by faith his incarna- 
tion, obedience, death, all- ſatisfying atonement, 
Sc. Is nut this the meaning of our Lord? 
Now / I am upon the ſubject of difficult texts 
and exact interpretations, let me defire your opi- 
nion of M xxx. 18. l have generally looked up- 
on it, as a delaration and à diſplay of God's in- 
finitely-free ace, and profulcly-rich. goodneis. 
The great — conſiders it in quite a different 
light. — \Moram . — MAN Jebovab (are his 
words) in gratis uobit facienda. For which fenſc 
he adds the following — quia delicti gravis: 
repentinam gratiam non ferebat,. jecundum ratione 
Juftitiz d. The. next clauſe he thus exphains; 
$ Proptereu 


4 


quires 


* 
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Proptera' , i. e. exnltabitur judiri et juſtitia, 
m gratiam in vat | exerceat = Houbigant on 
this verſe does nothing more than offer à ſmall 
alteration, for SY he would read 271) proefiata- 
bitur, that this ene may r wich the 
preceding rom. ,” myo ann atoleinth e 
I propoſed to . cloſed che plan of Tberan 
and -A/þafiv, with an explicit and pretty copious 
treatiſe on evangelical ſulineſ or obedience; aud to 
have ſhewn my true believer in his dying mo- 
ments. If your thoughts ſhould n to take 
ſuch a turn, be ſo good dear Sir, as to ſuggeſt; 
what you think the moſt adviſable and advanta- 
geous way of managing this important point 
This would -moſt effectually ſtop the mouths of 
Arminians, and be the beſt ſecurity againſt the 
abuſes of Antinomians, could with; if it were 
the Lord's will, that I might live to furniſh out 
one more volume of this kind, and then — a. 
num de tabula. 10 % ain i 191465 alen Ace 
As the new edition is partly finiſhed, and the 
preſs: proceeding at a great rate; and as there will 
be ſome few emendations; you will p leave 
to preſent you with Sevo what, I hope, will 
be leaſt imperſect. Till this edition is iſhed, 
ks, me be your debtor in point of promiſe z and . 
n point of affection and gratitude I will be your 
debe e e am, . t io beef it | 


— E ner 70 . - 421 = 2 
8 * * > bs . 
Dear „ | May 21. 1753. 


letters to you muſt A degin with 
thanks, and will e with in- 
1 


\ 
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I am quite a proſelyte to your guarded and ſo - 
ber method of uſing the Hebrew manuſcript 3 
though I talked, Pn time ago, with an t in 
the ſacred language, and moſt devout ſtudent of 
God's word, who would not ſo much as hear of 
alterations, from any authority, or any account 
whatever; corrections in an inſpired book, were 
to him little better than ſacrilege. The preſent 
copy of the Bible, he apprehended, was in no 
degree, not even a dase — or tittle, wrong. 1 
ſubſcribe your reaſons for rejecting Father Houbi- 
gant's, and in not admitting Mr Kennicort's ex- 
| 2 of the Hebrew mpAan 

I ſhall treaſure up your remark on the relative 
un, and wiſh you had the deſigning or the ſuper- 
intending of * Tx which the printer of Mr 
Stackbouſe's Biii eſs Se tbe Bible, ſays, coſt eight 
hundred pounds. delighted — in- 
— of Jaiab xxx. % oh weber e charms 
ing repreſentation it gives us of the divine 
ſuffering, tender miercy, and profuſe” goodneſs | 
Oh! — I might live under the clear manifeſta- 
tion of theſe lovely perfedtions! ot 001 

In P/el. xxxvi. 1. ant would read 137; in- 
ſtead of , and thus tranſlates the clauſe, — 
guitur imprus ee *. i in medis 
Fords cut. W 1 S502. 

Inſtead of wz, Plat. CXXXIL-J., Godt 
troduce INI». and juſtifies his. altercation from 
Deut. iv, 48. Did you ever obſerve this paſſage, 
and OR it with the text under conhidera- 
tion 
Pſal. xvii, 16. for N he woutd Lubſtitefhe 
WY mons-pinguts ; which aiteration he thus ex- 


L a Plaias, 


ö 
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plaias, and thus vindicates. E moans Daf, mons' 
Sis, in quem aſpartatur arca fa Tris ; ui mit, 
collatrme ſa Ja cum ceteris mantibus, quorum laus oft 
pinzuzds five ubertat, laudatur ob ejus pin L 
ex qus, videliret, tempore eum . habitat ille, qui 
pingaem ferit domum Obed-edom.— Mons altitudinum, . 
altero in membro, eſt attributum montit Sion,  caeteris 
tircum montibus altar. Trague mons Baſam nibil 
Bic ad rem; „ monte Sion ea bor in 
pſalmo dicantur, propter quæ ille maus fit monti Sion 
lange anteponendus.. . Gee xXx. 10. Ego dedi fratri 
tus argenti mile pondb, erit id tibi pro velaminibus 
oculorum, ſeu tui tibi aderunt, ſeu rateri quicungue 
bomines," ne forte te concupiſcant. n, verum pro 
verbo, aum c er ob tuam pulchritudinem ; 
ex TDI Arabic. oy oy uxorem vel cus mairims- 
nium- ambire. {0 think, this method of 
deducing the ae Hebrew words, from the 
— Arabic, is precarious? If we knew the 
Gonification which Arabic words bore in 
ed dee e and what words were common- 
ly 9 in that early age, there would be ſurer 
d to proceed upon. But I apprehend, the 
Arabic language has undergone great I 
and received great improvements, ſinde that 
od ; Feb 2): 22 vo the Lrabic 8 
8 in the time of Mojes, ron s _ 

f e po in the days of ek: 

| banks for your plan. I propoſed te 
follod/ the track of Me Aarſball, in his book en- 
titled, 'The goſpel-myſtery of Janttification; you are 
acquainted, ! preſame, with this valuable piece 
of ſpiritual and experimental divinity; Tuts, and 
Mr | <a s — led me into thoſe notions 
3 of - 
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of faith, which are delivered in Dialogue xvi. 
If you have that treatiſe, {Mar/bal's I mean), I 
ſhould be much obliged for your, opinion of it. 
Youalk, how Hauligant reads Gen. xi. 32.— Thus, 
Fueruntque dies Thare: aunarum quadraginia quing ue 
ſupra centum. This, he ſays, is ccording to the 
Samaritan copy 3 . ſcription. adbær- 
2 es notat Sam. Bochartus ; aliter. MP cum 
ebræo cod. pugnaut ia difturum. .Stephanum diaco- 
num, Acts vii. 4. Quad ic probetur : diclum fuit, 
ver. 26. Thare fuſe eee Jo, cum gigneret Ab- 
rabamum. Aru dicetu, (cap. xii, ver. 4.) As- 
rabamum fu A, cum ex Haran in 
— 5 Ex: qua. Eefficitur «5 ut Tba- 
re, te ea eprofetionts,. annum, ageret 14.5, 
atque ut Tbure, fe.. guidem vuixerit anne 205, 
Tuerit — anno, 60 Þuic e ſuperſtes— ue 
cum ita fints non 73 5 zutelligitur, quare Stepbanus 
dixerit Abralamum fuiſſe, mor. mortyo. jam Tbare. 5 Jon 
| naan — Aut fallitur Stephanus, aul fatur 
| endum cum Sam. 7 . non plus 7 Thare,. quam 
| ann. 145. Nam per eum numerun, libri Geneſis 
cum Stepbans dicordia. conriliatur.Errorin fantem 
aper uit Bochartus, in titers N 100, ere NA. caps. 
14. Erruris ſons: eo, mamijſſtior, . quod-in cdi oibus 
Germanicis litema p pede. boc mods A fere 
Jomilis' oft luce C.-His e nd 108, Ex- 
od. xii. 40. is thus. According marita 
text,” 7872 1122 en e RD Tory 120! 
— Which he this tradſlates, (for his 
Hebrew text is conformed. ta the common ſtand- 
ard, and only in the traniflation bis corrections 
are introduced). Cammoratio autem filorwm Hadi, 
el patrum eorum qui in terra Canaan el in terra 
— Egypt 
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Agypti habitarunt; fuit, &c. In his note on his N 
paſſage he refers the reader to his prol | 
where, after he has proved, that, by admitting x 
Samaritan reading, difficulties otherwiſe inex- 
| tricable, are cleared up and removed, he takes to 
F taſk Grotius, Le Clerc, and Buxtorf... You- will 
1 perhaps be willing to ſee his manner, which on 
5 many occaſions. is like the /celerata finapis, harp 
a as muſtard. Non incomiode, inguiehat Grutius, fic 
” | explicatur: Exilium illud LEgyptiacum durafſe' uſque 
„ wie 430, ex quo. Deus Abrahams prafigniſicave- 


4 In qua Grotiana explicatione Grotium dęſdero. 
1 Nam exthum erat Bgyptiacum, tum cum Deus Ab- 
„ Aba prefignificabat ? Vel cui perſuadebat Grotiur, - 
* Myjen hec verba, ex guo Deus Abrahams prefign/i- 


caverat, cum dicere vellet, -omififfe ? Qu verba cum 
55 ſua marte Grotius, et facra pagina iruita. mnferciat, 
7 num huic potitis credemus, ut ca verba onuyerit Maſes, 
. de quibus aeg non paſſer, imo ſerum: iffe pugna- 
Ae. Samaritants, quorum diligentia commone- 
K mur fude1s ſcribas fuuſſe negligentes Sed audiendus 
2 Joannes Clericus. Malim, inguit, " im MA 
foretico codice agndſcere, > nendam. Nilas, 
1 Clerice, cum hac loqueris ? Negas Hebr. in volumine 
bu % mendam, hoc. oft, errorem à ſeribis Judæis pro- 
re Lum; eo potius inclinas, ut fit arme, hoe oft, 
A. ipfius in tempuribur notandis  induligentia ? E- 

gregiam profecto indiligentiam, ut Moſes 2 an- 
nos 430, cum ſeribere annos 215, eo præ- 
ertim loco, in quo t tam diligent 


er notat Mo- 
es, wut non modo annos computet, fed ipſum etiam po- 
nat anni menſem, menfiſque ipſum diem. Quid Bux- 


tor, „ non nau, ut cæteri interpretes; hie 
Vor. VI. Ne 28.  : tergrverfantem, 
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etiam plane negantem, | 
eh — 
Hlamne eee ſeriptionem putas, qua Mojes Moi 
contrudiaat, et aperte mentiri videatur ? Videatur 
Jane inquis jd il uidqnam amplius Maſe — 
51 quidem conſlat. Quonam pacto, N, 
Moſen cum Moſe conciliabis ? | gf core 


. omnes hic conſentiunt, et ulud adds 
tumignorat.” NQuod, — vel 
etiam Plurium ex „ non in - 
Buxtor fanaſque js, quiortiam eas fumus non mults 
| foft confutaturi. | intended | to 5 laid before 
+ ther rata "3rd -A I 
raſh attempts upon the el texts; but theſe I 
muſt defer, till I have the pleaſure of ſubſcribing 
1 n another e —your moſt o 
T1 [2 . an 


rt * L Ty i 


2 "+ oi if _ 


„ 1 E 1 . * . 5 " 
Wu, af E. 1. 2 HY 


Deur Sir, YO 1755. 
| | Erewith I ſend you then new edition of Theron 
and Aſpaſio. It defires your acceptance 


266] Jour greens, that it may be for the praiſe off 


the glory of God's grace in Chriſt, and y the 
edification of his people in faith and holineſs. 
You will find xvi. ſomewhat altered 
and rendered, 1 hope, les incorrect, than in 
the former editions. It contains the genuine ſen- 
timents of my heart. But if they recede a hair' 


breadth from the unerxing ſtandard, if * 1 
; 
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fer in one jot or tittle from God's holy word, in 
that jot or tirtle, I moſt earneſtly-wiſh, the world 
muy not receive them, and — I myſelf may 
have grace to retract chem. What you meet with, 
that appears contrary to the ages vim ae © 
freely point out. This will pleaſe, this will pro- 
* and W will oblige, dear Sir, 


Le, e friend, 


1 * i Wa R J. vr. 5 


e OP OT 


a 


Tu to ar manu- : 
ſcripts a ligle. longer; 3 one; 5 them e we! 
 chronich, a pe teanferibi May 2285 bet. 
ed Jeſus ade *Y 1 A 1 
heart. N 63 08 DEQ munen 


= ''% L* E 7». 1 BR CRI. 
ie 91h Tis - af « Hitt 2451 
15 porn fellow-fonercs te 3: 
Received a letter from you, and thould have 
viſited you; but my health is ſo much decay- 
ed, and my fpirits are ſo exceedingly tender, that 
. I could not well bear the fight of 5 
F your chains, 4 4 miſerable circum- 
as I can rio the thoughts of your 


F- - approaching NS, r erONs 8 extreme danger 


e yn cannot 
Mt ho ':T have * agk you the followin 
linen, ch base you vil confer, and which 


. Dabu 


f | . Din leu, was wrote frpm Weſton- Pavell we con- 
demned malefagory, Nor thampton gaol, » James 

Smart and Je Prone), der che middle of Jul 2 

my = a 


.* 
£239 
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I beſeech the God of all grace to cy 


with his bleſſing. 


You have been dremdy condemned at an earth- 
: ly tribunal ; you are alſo condemned by the law 
of God; for thus it is written, Curſed is every 
one that continueth not in all thin gs bat are written 
in the book of the law to do them . It. every vio- 


lation of the divine law expoſes you to a curſe, 
what a multitude of curſes are ready to fall upon 


your unhappy ſouls! — And remember, this is 
not the curſe of a mortal man, but of the great, 
eternal, infinite God. Tf it was diſmal to hear 
an earthly judge command you to be hanged by 
the neck till you are DEAD ; how much more ter- 
rible to hear the almighty Judge denounce that 
unalterable ſentence, Deke? from me, ye curſed, in- 
fo r fire, prepared for the devil and bis an- 
1. -Had you committed bat one fin, this would 
2 been your deſerved doom: The wages of fin, 


of every fin," is death 1. How much more of 


thoſe manifold ſins and multiplied tranſgreflions, 
of which your conſciences muſt 4 you |— 
You are ſoon to ſaffer the puniſhment of the 
lows, and you are liable to the vengeance of the 
moſt high God; for thus ſaith the holy word, 
The wrath of Gid'ir revealed ſrum heaven againſt 

all ungotllimeſs umd unrig breouſicſt of men ||. If a- 


| _ all and every inſtance of ungodlineſs, then 


ow much more againſt your crimes, which have 
been of the moſt — and horrid kind !— 


The wrath of God! Trem a dòus word! who know- 
3 a15 4 e7 Ip In n . | 
Gal. ii. 10. E e /te | 
+ Rom. vi. 23. | f r 18. 
eth 


niſbed with everla 


utterly loſt, in — irrecoverab 
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eth the weight and terror of his wrath ? At his 


rebuke the rocks melt like wax, the earth is ſhaken 
out of its place, and the pillars of heaven tremble. 
How then can you endure the furiouſneſs of his 
wrath, and the ſeverity of his vengeance? and 
that, not for a day, a month, or a year, but 
through all the ages of eternity ! Yet this is the 
doom of them that know not God, and abey not the 
goſpel of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. They ſhall be pu- 
g defiruttion; from the preſence 
of the Lord, and from the glory. of bis power.” What 
can you do in this diſtreſſed condition? What 
indeed ! if you had a thouſand years to live, you 
could not atone for one offence, © How then can 
ou make ſatisfaQion for millions of provocations, 
in the ſpace of a few days ?—Alas ! 5 loſt, 
loſt, uy 


the God of all power make you ſenfible of your 
undone ſtate ! ſenfible that you are upon the balak, 


the ve we brink of an amazing, an unfathomable 


down Perhaps you may ſay, Is there no hope 
then ? is the door of heaven ſhut, and without any 
— of being opened to us? Muſt we fink into 
unquenchable burnings; and is there not ſo much 
as a twig for us to catch at? Yes, my poor fel- 
low-ſinners, there is not only a twig, but a tree, 
even the tree of life, a ſure ſupport, which if the 
Lord enables you to lay hold on, you may yet; 
even yet, be ſaved. ' Oh! beg of his wonderful 
neſs to accompany - what you are going 9 | 
read, with his Holy Spirit. 

Chriſt, the all- glorious Son of God, vitied 50 
deplorable an of ſuch finners. He not oy 

my FY  pitie: 
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itied, but reſolved to ſuccour and relieve them. 
Fer this purpoſe ue came into the world, and 
was made man. Nay more, he came into the 


place, and ſtood in the ſtead of finners.—Becauſe 


we had, broke the commandments of the law, 
he fulfilled them in all their perfection. Becauſe 
we deſcrved the, puniſhment of the Jaw, he 


ſuſtained, it Ly its utmoſt -extremity.—He > | 
is 
his 
— oats” to ſcorn and re W 
angels of God are bidden to 


had not where to I 


_ 1 


heaven and earth were 


im, | Nay he was condemned to death, 
bop bs "th; eful and totmenting death, far 
| unſſ y more torment- 
th which you muſt ſhortly 


* e anguiſh in his 
In a word, 


e ar) n fins of 


. is —— by Chriſt, 1 that finners who 
| deſerve eternal vengeance; are reconciled to God, 
and ſaved from wrath through him +.—A righ- 
teouſneſs is wrought by Chriſt, a a perfect and ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs, ſuch as brings incompara- 
bly-greater honour to God's law, than all our 
tranigreſſions bring 3 By all this he 


om. vi. 1. 3 1 Rom. v. 9. 10. 


has 


e ſuffered unknown pangs in 


E ſhame, all _ torment, all 


A OA P 8 TW 
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— 


2 
oy; We are not only ſinners, pus the chief 


reren GS © WW PS 


o be the 
pardonable before men; hut this is no difficulty 
with Chriſt, and ſhould be no hinderance of your 


Pa 
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has merited and obtained a full deliverance, and a 
complete redemption, — Are you not ready to 
cry out. O bletied Saviour O precious redemp- 
tion! What a happineſs, if we might be inter- 
eſted in this Saviour, and partake of this re- 


tion ? Millions of worlds, for ſuch a bleſ- . 


fing |—You need not give millions of worlds, 
no, nor — individual thing. Theſe bleflings 
are given freely without money, and without 

, Without an deſerving! qualifications in us. 
All that are juſti 
the redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus.— But we 
e Os en Ee 
th m [grievous Arbe 
DRIES you of this more and more j Yet 


remember for whom Chriſt dicd, he d für. abe 


St Pau In due time Chrift 
J. He died for the un- 
y St Rete? Rath ant 


umgodiy.— What i; 
died for the un 
juſt. — What 4a 


fer for fan, th ju far. the unju T. -Wert 


our Lord hi * man it cume 
ee — you not ungod - 
ly men ? are you not unj "oſt perſona ?- are you not 
loft creatures? For ſuch, even for ſueh the di- 
vine Jeſus died. Wonderful love 1. adorable 
n L The Lord * yu to lay hold 
is hope ſet before you |P 


a. wereconvinced of. this | 
of / finners, makes you un- 


finners.— O l that 


. SERIE } en. 
P4 - © - comung 


, are juſtified freely through - | 
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coming to Chriſt. Chriſt's merit and righteouſ- 
neſs are infinite. They are as able to ſatisfy for 
a debt of ten thouſand talents, as for a debt of 


a ſingle farthing. 125 what the ſcripture ſaith 


upon this ſubject; I hit is a faithful ſaying, and 
worthy F a e that Chrifl Jeſus came 
into tbe worli ib ſave fert, f whom- I am 
abi x. He came not to ſave 1 only, but 
the very chief of fioners. And he is able A | ſave 
them to the:jery uttermoſt. Hut our ſins are hai- 
nous, they have been often repeated, and long 
continued in, What fays — (wnS The blood 
of Jeſis CB . $i ms" Another 

declates, By him, by the ing y-excel- 
tent Aedeerivisis alter beheve are juſti Hed, from all 
2 from all accuſations, be they ever ſo nume - 
tous from all iniquities, be they ever ſo enormous. 
8 Wy” eie is the power of 


hy Jeet, * his great atonement, fins 


vllich are as crimſon, are made white, White as 


ſnow | f. But, will Chriſt-youchſafe his great 
ſalvation to us? Hear his own. words, Him that 
cometh 40 me for pardon and ſalvation, I vill in 
cuſt ont. his guilt ever ſo great, this 
fhillbeino bar. Iwill nat on any confideration 
reject or deny his ſuit. Only let him come as a 
undone creature; and be Mall find me will- 
ing and mighty to ſave; hay, he invites ydu to 
come. Theie are his gr gracions words, Come un- 
to mem ye t bat labaur, and ane 
laden with ſin and miſery, and I zuill give — ret . 
1 will deliver: you from going don into the pit, 


. Sia. its 1 I. i. 13. t Match 4.28. 


z > 4 


ED ö 


laden, heavy a 
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J will deliver you from the vengeance of eternal 
fire. All your ſins ſhall be upon me, and all my 
righteouſneſs ſhall. be upon you. Go to a great 
man on earth, beg of him to uſe his intereſt in 
your behalf; he would ſcorn to take notice of 
you. But your dear, tender, compaſſionate, moſt 
condeſcending Saviour, invites. you to come to 
him, and aſſures you he will not abhor nor caſt 
ou out.— Go to your earthly judge, entreat 
—— on your bended knees, ta pardon .ygu;— He 
rhaps candot, muſt not; the laws forbid 
im. But it is not fo with Jeſus Chriſt; he has 
made a full ſatisfaction for fin; he has made an 
infinite atonement for ſin; and were your fins 
ten thouſand thouſand times N than they 
are, beſore the power of bis cath; they would 
all vaniſh away; by the waſhing gf his blood, 
they would all be as though, they hade never 
been. S end e e font” 
This then ſhould be the o | e of your 
ſouls, your inceſſant prayer to God, that you 
may come to Chriſt, that you may believe in 
Chriſt, chat you maybe found ig Chriſts thep-you 
will not periſh, though you deſerve,zt, but have 
everlaſting life, through his name. ; then you wil; 
have juſt the ſame, foundation for your hope, as 
Tok myſelf have when I ſhall depaxt this life, 
When g — NN 1 great tribu- 
nal, 'w at 10 my ea, * N depend 4 
ence? Nothing but Chriſt | Chriſt, would 'Iſay, 
has been , wounded. for, my ins, therefore they 
will not be puniſhed in me. Chriſt has fulfilled. 
all righteouſneſs in my ſtead, therefore I truſt to 
be juſtified when I am judged. I am a poor un- 
| * wWorthy 
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worthy finner, but worthy is the Lamb that was 
flain, - worthy is the Lamb that was flain, - for 
whole” fake I ſhall receive both pardoning 
mercy,” and everlaſting ory. This is my only 
hope, and this is as free for you as it is for 


your friend and fellow-finner, ©” 
JAA: Hz vv. 


P. 8. l 
to bleſs; and will attend you with wy e 
2 n Au 908 gow in A | 


—— — 


1 Py . 
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- My dear Friend, Wifton-Fevell, Sepr. 10. 1755. 
„ juſtly' wonder,” that I have not ac- 

-| knowledged the favour of your laſt, long be- 
fore this. Do me the juſtice to believe, that it 
is not owing to the hor gy roger? of Bren 
fpondence, or any 1n{enubilty of your ximaneſs, 
I my ws though fadly depraved, yet 
fincerely grateful; and I am fare, I eſteem your 
letters as treaſures. Though I deſtroy almoſt all 
I receive, every one of yours is preſerved. Let 
me, therefore, earneſtly that you will not 
follow my example, bath your letters to be 
much more ſpeedy in their' arrival than mine.— 
You would. more cally excuſe me if you knew 
me. The graſshopper is a burden to me. Every 
blaſt blows me down, or my continual indiſpoſi- 
tion and inconceivable languors pierce through 
me. I now hang a ſwelled face over my paper; 
occaſioned only by taking the air yeſterday in my 

An * finding a ſharper Ling 8 
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for many weeks I had been accuſtomed to. Pray 
for me, dear Sir, that eſtabliſhed in Chriſt, and 
haſting to the coming of the day of God; hen 
I chis poor, enervated, crazy body will (to the 
Y. f|f cverlaſting glory of free grace) be made like unto. 
Chriſt's glorious body. 1 1 oo oo nt 
d I live with my mother and fiſter. Our method 
Sy is, every morning at nine, when we breakfaſt, to 
read a verſe or two, from the Bible, and make it 
dhe ſubject of our converſation. The other day; 
we were reading in Pſal. Ixxxiv. 4. . 
a doubt aroſe in my mind, how the fact, hic 
5 is here affirmed, could poſſibly happen. Could 
* the ſparrows and ſwallows . build Weir neſts, lay 
= | their eggs, and hatch their young,” on God's 
it altar, which was every, morning and evening 
*. || ſtatedly, and 1 ſuppoſe many. other times in the 
day occaſionally, ſurrounded by crouds of wor- 
ſhippers, on which the ſacred fire was conſtantly 
burning, and which was in a manner covered 
with flame and imoke, whenever the facrificcs 
(Sund) were offered. N ow to have birds lag aſide 
all their fear of man, their greater dtead of fire, 
and make ſuch an altar their houſe, is ſtrange, is 
ſcarce credible, and muſt, if tte, be mitaculous. 
—Conſulting Hoeubigant, I find, he was ſenſible 
of the difficulty, and ſolves it, not from 5 
manuſcript, but from his own invention, thus 
Vos vero, ne oratio trunca maneat, ſupplamus ante 
. ο N, Sc duo verba, Ta , Ego vero glands 
I have met with other bold ſtrokes in this 
commentator, which I want to ſubmit. to your 
2951 examination. 


- 
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etamhination;: But theſe let me poſtpone, in or- 


der to deſire your opinion concerning the plan of 
my new work; which, with a weak hand and 
deſponding beart, I have ſketched out, determi- 
ned to try, (tho with very little hope of being er: 
abled to execute), reſting ſatisfied. in this perſua- 
ſion, that the iſſue of things is in the hand of 
the Lord, and he will fruſtrate or aun as 
he knows to be moſt expedient. 


The PLAN, 'of the Su lement o Theron and 
Aſp 9. | . 7 


Pleaſure and happineſs of Chriſt's — (for 
r am of ny ſame mind with Mr Marſhall in his 
Treatiſe fron,” namely, that we muſt 
part of the"'cotnforts' of the goſpel, before we 
can practiſe the duties of the law). Theron op- 
preſſed with fears, on accoutit'of bis numerous 
uns. Piſcouraged with doũbts, on account of 
bis im obedience.— The cordials of the 
goſpel re-adminiſtered, with ſome additional ſpi- 
rit and ſtrength.—Objections to aſſurance of faith 


ſtated,” diſcuſſed, anſwered. —Vital holineſs ; its I 


nature, neceſſity, excelleney.— Its grand efficient, 
the bleſſed Spirit. Its principal inſtrument, true 
faith; mixed with wo 4 ry» the ſcriptures, the 
Lord's ſupper, prayer, the divine promiſes, are 
8 and effectual means z diſunited from 
which, they are à dead letter and inſignificant 
ordinances.— The evangelical principles of holi- 
neſs, ſuch as, / befeerh. you by the mercies of God, 
tay) a, > with'a price, 15 are the temples e the 
not herd „&c. All theſe: privileges, though 
editary, yet 'indefeaſible ; or the final per- 
ſeverance 


oO N77 a 8 
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ſeverance of the believe. Our friends part ʒ 


renew their correſpondence; Theron, deſires to 


glorify the God of his ſalvation, aſks advice con- 
cerning the beſt method of family - worſhip, edu- 
cating children, inſtructing ſervants, edifying ac- 
quaintance.— On each of theſe particulars. Apaο 
atisfies his inquiry, enlarges on the ſubject of 
education, eſpecially of daughters; as that ſeems 
to be moſt neglected, or the proper way of con- 
ducting it leaſt underſtood. Letter on the cove- 
nant of grace, compriſing the ſubſtance, and be- 
ing a kind of recapitulation, of the three forego- 
ing volumes. — Aſpaſio ſeized with a ſudden and 
fatal illneſs; his ſentiments and behaviour in his 
laſt mome its l lee ee Ni 

If, dear Sir, you ſee any thing in this plan that 
is improper, cottect it; any thing that is defec- 
tive, ſupply it; and if any thoughts occur on any 
of the topics, be ſo kind as to ſuggeſt them. 
Pray have you ever ſeen a book, lately preſented 
to me, and entitled, The marfow'sf modern dromi- 
ty, with notes. by Mr Boſton? If you have ſeen 
it, you will not deny me the ſatisfaction-of know- 
ing your ſentiments concerning it. Teſtetday a 


= 


learned miniſter (a ſtranger) called upon me, and 


among other ſubjects, we talked of that remark- 
able - paſſage) in IJſaiab, Sbe hath” recerved -of the 


Lord's hand: double" for all ber fint. What do you | 


think is the exaQmeaninis of the prophet ?' —78m2 
is a peculiar word. Houbigant tranſlates the 
clauſe, Peſguam pro peccatis fits multts dedit Domino 
duplices pænas; and ſuppoſes the two captivities, 
Aſſyrian and Roman, to be the double puniſhment. 
My pious viſitant referred it to the ſatisfaction 
101 * ; mads 
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made by Jeſus Chriſt. I objected, that Gad, not 
the church, received this. To which he replied, 
That the church receives the benefit of the ſatis- 
faction; and the expreſſion might be ſynecdo- 
chical, the thing purchaſed for the thing pur- 
chaſing- This interpretation, I fancy, would 
have — clearer and leſs exceptionable, if he 
had uſed the word | Taſtead of ſatis- 
Faction. Then, as (Chriſt and the church are 
one, his ſufferings might be called. hers, and his 
is reckoned hers, —V7tringa gives a 
future ation to the verb . She ſhall 
receive, not double puniſhment, b t double bleſſ⸗- 
ings, a bly to hn doctrine ang St Paul, 
Whert fm hath abounded, grace ſhall more a- 
bound —T ſhall be glad of your opinion-on this 
point; glad of your aſſiſtance in wy purpoſed 
RC and above all, glad of your il Tis 
for ,—dear Sir, your obliged upd a ae 


- — s &y 1 Jr * Ita 4 — 
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My dau, Friend, 211 4 Friday 
7 4 matter of defending ME, I ink 
| A n 1 am ten thouſand times 
mote for your convetſing like a Chriſtian on e- 

very occaſion. Take all proper opportunities of 
D 90tu4 ime + 2 Matter, 2 a- 
the ſavour of his bleſſed name. It would 

bring dignity to character, I am ded, 
pur Fo. my inn as even - 
ſayers, if you was ſometimes to make a frank 


declaration on this head, and act accordingly. 


Don't ſcruple to bid your patients ſeek to {ag 
or 
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for a bleſſing; when they are recovered,” remind 
them of their obligations to the almighty Phy- 
ſician; they are reſtored to health, not for the 
poor purpoſes: of eating and drinking à little 
more, but to acquaint themſelves with Chriſt Je- 
- ſus, to for eternity, and make their fal- 
vation ſure. This would be truly graceful, might 
do ack i gbads and ſhould any one find fault 
with this practice, he muſt not pretend to the 
picty of a Chriſtian ; he has not the religion of 
a Heathen. Such a one ſhould remember the 
conduct, and ne the e ef; om 


Non hac FA opibus, non arte magiftra. —_ 

Proveniunt ; neque te, Ainea, mea dextera ſerwat ; ; 
l * * Des, atque N ad majora remiłtit. 

| ' | " Virg. An, lib. ai. 


neat welt i THIS 3 no cure of mine; 
Nor art's effect, but done by hands divine: 
"Tis God #neas to the battle ſends ; 

"Tis God preſerves his life, for greater ends. 


Thanks for your advice about what I -recom- 
mended to your conſideration, and about my 
own health; God has been better to me, than 
my apprehenſive heart ex pected. 0 _ an 
long as I have breath, it —— 
his honour, who forgiveth Mn our fins, 8 | 
healeth all our infirmities, and when he heals 
them not, will make them a blefling. 
Do, my dear friend, perſiſt in a prudent way, 
to bear your teſtimony for a Maſter, who has 
bought you with his very life, and intends to 
make 
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If this does you or yours any real harm, re- 
proach me with it, when we ſhall both ſtand in 
the preſence of the whole world, and before mw 
bes our e 

1h 2:14 Ever "yours, while, Ge, 


F. 8. Lou ann wal that pet your: buſineſs hab 
Hin fo wide, and you have been ſo much hur- 
<. ried this ſickly time, that you have ſcarcely: 
had a quarter of an hour to yourſelf for theſe 
«laſt three weeks. — Oh ! my dear friend |. 
how much ſoever you may be hurried by the di- 
ſtance and the multiplicity of your avocations, 
don't forget to pray for that wiſdom which is 
profitable (or uſeful)! to * ditect us, even in the 
ſmalleſt matters, much more in all great and 


weighty affairs. Vou who move in ſo conſpicu- 


ous a ſphere, ſo large a field. of action, muſt 
have very. particular occaſion, very preſſing ne- 
ceſſity for divine direction; and therefore that 
important ejaculation, D1iKECT ME, O Lorp, 
ſhould ever be up 3 in your thoughts. — 
Tate ye heed, Be yr „this is the kind 
admonition of the bl Jeſus, | who well 
knows the human frame, — ſees how very 
liable we are to be drawn aſide by a variety of 
1 with which we are Aa furround- 


| FEccl. X. 10. 
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make you partaker of his everlaſting kingdom. 
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Dear Sir, r : 
As the interval between the hour of our diſ- 
ſolution, arid the day of reſurrection, will, 


in all probability, be very conſiderable, much 


longer than the time of our continuance on 
earth ; it is a vety reaſonable and important in- 
5 to examine into the circumſtances of this 


ate. The fſctiptare, our infallible. director, 


which is (ſo copious upon all the grand articles 
of religion, and) flleut upon nothing that relates 
to the true happineſs of mankind, has not left 


us without information in this particular. Where-. 


as, all other writers grope in the dark; tiot one 


of them has been able to draw back the curtain, 
or give us (any) the leaſt infight into the inviſible 


world: it is to them, and in all their ſyſtems, 


an abſoldte terra incngnitu.— A few of the ſcrip- 


tural diſeoveries may be ſeen in the anſwer to 
the following que rie. 
„,, When the ſouls, the ſouls of the righ- 
teous, de part from the body; by whom are they 
By holy angels. The 


when they relinquiſh the earthly tabernacle. 
When Lazarus died, he was carried by angele. 
What a comfortable privilege is this! not to 
be left ſolitary and deſolate, like a ſhipwrecked 
mariner on ſome unknown coaſt; but to be un- 
der the guidance and protection of thoſe benevo- 
lent beings! ., _ _ "IIS ſe" 
 2dh, In what place are they lodged ?*—This 
Vet VEN a6 . . 


- 


The angels were 
miniſtering ſpirits to them, in the days of their 
fleſh,” and will de their guard and their” convoy, 


— 
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is deſcribed, not from our ideas of locality, or 
any properties of ſpace, but from the ſociety 
and the enjoyments. It is not very material, 
whether they are above or below, in the heaven 
of heavens, (which, I think, is moſt probable), 
or in ſome ſeparate manſion. A _dilembodied 
ſpirit, if under the wrath. of God, mult every 
where be extremely miſerable z if ſurrounded 
with his favour, will every where be exceeding- 
ly happy. To, ſuch a ſpirit, that has no longer 
any connection with ſenſible things, God's ſmile 
muſt be heaven, God's frown muſt be hell. — 
Where-ever this region lies, we are ſure it lies 
under the beams of the Sun of Righteouſneſs ; 
- Chriſt is there, and where he is preſent, happi- 
neſs cannot be abſent. Thou ſhalt be with me, is 
his promiſe to the penitent thief.— Abraham is 
there, the friend of God, and father of the faith- 
ful. LCZazarus, we are told, was carried into 
Abraham's boſom ; and where he refides, where 
all the children of God, and | heirs of glory 
dwell, there muſt be pleaſures :—ſuch 3 
that the place is called paradiſe ; Thou ſhalt be 
with me in paradiſe. The delightful garden of 
Eden, which the Lord himſelf planted, and 
which innocent man inhabited, was incompa- 
rably the fineſt, nobleſt ſpot in this ſublunary 
world; and this is uſed to give us ſome faint 
zepreſentation. of thoſe bleſſed abodes, where the 
ſouls and ſpirits of the righteous remain till the 
ibout of the archangel and the trump. of God 


ſummon them. Prop: 
_ 3%, How ſoon are they lodged in this deſira- 
ble {:tuation ?— Without delay. I find no men- 

by e 
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tion of any intermediate purgation, or of any 
period for inactivity and forgetfulueſs. To-day 
halt thou be with me, is our Lord's expreſſion ; 
and it is obſervable, that the Jewiſh day was 
very near cloſing, when our Saviour gave up the 
ghoſt ; nearer ſtill when that converted malefac+ 
tor expired. I have a dejire to be diſſolved, ſays St 
Paul, and to be with Chrift ; he ſpeaks of his re- 
leaſe from clay, and his introduction into the Re- 
deemer's preſence, as inſtantaneous. No ſooner 
does the former commence, but the latter takes 
place. What an encouragement is this to fight 
the good fight of faith, and finiſh. our courſe © 
with dlacrity and diligence ! ! fince- we are not to 
wait in withful but diſappointed expectation : 
No, the very moment our warfare is accom- 
pliſhed, our reward begins. — Which ae 
me of another inquiry, 
4thly, What is the condition of- holy ſouls; in - 
this ſeparate ſtate ? | 

1. They reſt from their lebditrs ; from all the 
diforders that afflicted their bodies, from all the 
temptations that diſquieted their fouls. They 
are no longer ridiculed and perſecuted by ungod- 
ly men. They have no. more conflict with the 
powers of darkneſs and their own corruptions ; 
fin and forrow ceaſe eternally. They are freed, 
entirely freed, from every evil. 

2. They enter into peace. They have then 
peace with God, peace in their 86 thoughts, 
peace with fellyw-ſaints, which paſſeth all un- 
derſtanding. Peace implics a poſitive happineſs. 
Peace, in the ſcriptural language, denotes all 
manner of bleflings, and ſuch is its import in 


2 | the 
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the preceding paſſage. In this large extent will 
it be made good to the righteous. When they 
relinquiſh the earthly tabernacle, the ſcales of 
ignorance fall from their underftandings ; their 


will is wonderfully conformed to Chriſt's ; every 


weight drops off from their affections; and their 
holineſs is exceedingly confirmed. They are ho- 
noured with nearer approaches to God, they are 
favoured with clearer manifeſtations of his glory, 
they feel richer emanations of his love, and are 
more and more transformed into his image; e- 
very doubt vaniſhes, and they rejoice in the pro- 
ſpe, the aſſured and refreſhing proſpect of re- 
ceiving all the fulneſs of their everlaſting felicity. 
I faid fulneſs; for though the felicity of the ſoul 
upon its diſmiſſion from mortality is great, is 
high, is to us inconceivable; yet it will not be 
complete till the body is reunited to it, reani- 
mated by it.— Then that will not only be reſcu- 
ed from corruption, but made like unto Chriſt's 
glorious body, will be dignified with divine ap- 
probation, and that before the largeſt aſſembly 
of men and angels; they will receive a crown of 
righteouſneſs, they will fit on thrones, and jud 
the apoſtate angels; they will then poſſeſs t 
kingdom prepared for them from the ä — 
of the world. "(is 
What is ſaid of the righteous may lead us to 
ſome proper cenceptions with regard to the wick- 
ed and their ſtate ;—the one is the reverſe ot the 
other; as they were quite diſſimilar in their life, 
in their death they are equally different. If the 
righteous are committed to the care of benevolent 
angels, the wicked, it is very probable, are a- 
f bandoned 
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bandoned to the inſults and rage of malevolent 

ſpirits. If the righteous are admitted into man- 

ſions of bliſs, the wicked are conſigned over to 

the places of horror and torment, where is all 

the miſery which is expreſſed by weeping and 

wailing ; all that ſelf- condemnation and an- 

guiſh, which is expreſſed by gnaſhing of 

teeth, If the righteous enjoy the calm of uniny 

terrupted tranquillity, and the light of perpetual 

ſun-ſhine ; the wicked are reſerved in chains of 

darknefs unto the judgment of the great day; 

wearied by their own ungovernable paſſions, 

ſtung by eager but unſatisfied defires, haunted * 

by a ſtern upbraiding conſcience.—In a word, | 

1 while the righteous are looking for that bleſſed 

8 hope, and the glorious appearing of the great 

e God, and their Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; they are 

I trembling under the diſmal apprehenſions of that 

E dreadful day, when Jeſus Chriſt ſhall be revealed 

in flaming fire. So [DOE 
I add only a remark on that text of St John, 

to which we are ſo much obliged in this inqui- 

ry, Blefſed are the death which die in the 

Lord, Sc. The Lord muſt certainly fignity,* 

the Lord Jeſus Chriſt.— To die in him, muſt, I 1 

think, imply dying in his faith, ſo as to be one 

with him; intereſted in his mercy, renewed: by 

his Spirit, and conformed in ſome ee, de- y 

gree to his image. May this be the ſtate of our 

ſouls, while we live here, and when we depart 

hence. Then that will be fulfilled to our un- 

ſpeakable and eternal comfort, which is ſpoken 

by another apoſtle, To me to hue if Chriſt, and to 

die 1s gain. am, dear Sit, yours ſincerely. = 


i 
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SOL YT DER e. 
My dear Friend, Weſton, Saturday Morn. 


Thought of you in a particular manner on 
Thur/day, being the ſad anniverſary on which 
your late excellent lady reſigned this life; and 
at the lame I thought on thoſe tender lines, 


ampue dies, ni fallor, adeſt ; quem ſemper acerbum, 
* bonoratum, /ic Di valuiſtis, babebo . 
”y 4 Virg. An. lib. V. 


I cannot but take notice of the wiſdom and | 
piety of my favourite poet; he teaches his hero 


to reſolve all afflictive and dark diſpenſations, in- 


to the gracious will of God; and to derive his 


conſalation from this belief, Sic Di valuiſtis, is 
a ſort of imitation of the good old prieſt Eli, I. 
is the Lord, let him do what feemeth bim gaod. It is 
not much unlike the exemplary acknowledgment 


of the patriarch Job, The Lord gave, and the. 


2 8. talen away, bleſſed be the name of the 
I am thankful far- your preſent of Vanieris 


| pradium ruſticum. It is a very beautiful piece: 


uni Virgilio ſecundus the moſt elegant and correct 
Latin compolition, that I have met with among, 
the moderns. | An 

I have no fault to find, and no alteration to 
offer, with regard to the little tract that you 
ſubmit to my cotrection.— But what ſhall I ſay 


* The Engliſh of which-is,—** Now the day, if I miſtake 
c not, is at hand, which (ſuch has been the will of heaven) I 
„ ſhall always account a day of ſorrow, always a day to be 
| 4 honoured.” | oe... > | , 
b to 
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to my dear friend himſelf? Oh! what oppor- 
tunities of doing good, ſubſtantial and immortal 
good, do you loſe, do you ſquander away! Op- 
portunities, that are flying from you upon the 
ſwifteſt wings of time; and when once gone. 
are never to be recovered.— I don't ſo much as 
think of your neglecting buſineſs ; but do let the 
world ſee, that buſineſs may be managed, great 
buſineſs managed, and yet Chriſt and eternal 
ages not forgot. Let men ſee, that the com- 
forts of Chriſtianity, the privileges of the go- 
ſpel, ate fo truly delightful, as to be the moſt 
effectual ſovereign refreſnment, under the fa- 
tigues of a burthenſome employ. Thus doing. 
you would be a credit and high recommenda- 
tion to religion; and bleſſed would you be, if 
your Maſter, when he cometh, ſhould find you ſo 
doing, —Vou will excuſe my freedom; and in 
return, I will not ceaſe to pray, that the laue of 

Cbriſt may conſtrain you, 2 Cor. v. 14.—l am, &c. 


ah. e 


— 
— — — — —_— — c — TIT 


erm 
My dear Friend, - Tueſday Morn. . - 
E L L might Dr Doddridge ſay, that 
in Saurin's * ſermons, the excellen- 
« cies of Demoſthenes and Cicero were united. 
Never did | meet with any thing equal to the 
paflages which the Doctor was ſo obliging as to 
tranſlate, purpoſely. ro give me ſome ideas of this 
celebrated writer. He ſeems to have underſtood 


* Saurin's ſermons were originally wrote in French ;—have 
paſſed through various editions; —and are now printed in 
twelve octayo volumes. rr | Se 

2 4 the 
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the goſpel well, and all the powers of oratory 


were combined in him.—I dare ſay he preached 
from his heart, and the grace of God accom- 
panied his words.—lIf I have been ſo much af- 
feted merely by this defultory tranſlation, how 
much more ſhould I be tranfported, was I (like 
you) ſufficiently ſkilled in the French. language 
to read the original itſelf ! Saurin, it ſeems, was 
a Proteſtant ; and I am told, that in He/and, where 
he exerciſed his miniſtry, the ſtreets were fa 
crouded for ſeveral hours before the ſervice be- 
gan, that it was very difficult to gain admiſſion. 
3 Aills it not aſtoniſhing, that the ſermons of ſo 
pular a preacher, and ſo eminent a writer, 
ſhould not as yet have been put into an Engh/h 
dreſs ?—But this I preſume is owing to the dif- 
ficulty of doing juſtice to an author of his ex- 
traordinary genius.—I am well aware, that few 
are equal to ſuch an undertaking ; but if there 
was a ſpirited tranſlation of theſe animating ſer- 
mons, publiſhed in weekly numbers, they would 
be well received, and might, through the divine 
| bleſſing, be the means of doing much good to 
the commune. | | 
[ have been enabled, bleſſed for ever be God! 
to perform my office, and preach to a crouded 
congregation, Jus ſaid the third time, Simon, 
fon of Fonas, loveſt thou me? was the text. O! 
that it may be the power of God to the ſalvation 
of the hearers! —T hope, my diſorder m my 4 
head, and pain in my teeth, are not increaſed, a 
though I felt the cold air breathe upon my face; 
for the church was ſo thronged, that it was not 
ptacticable to ut the door. Oh! for faith in 
| | Fx 


add an. an o® „ CLIT oe 
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y the almighty Guardian, the almighty Phyſician! 


d — 

= This, I preſume, will find you ſafely returned 
f- from London to your own habitation ; but though 
* come back to your reſting- place, yet more and 
ce more ſenſible that we are bot irutipers and pil- 
ge rims on the earth. 

as I hope ere long to ſee you at Weſton ; for can 
re aſſure you, my dear Sir, that amongſt the many, 
ſo many friends that dearly love ng no one can 
e- have a more wjoctonatc fegard ou than _ 

n. Yours analterably. 

ſo 77 CL ANEENE 2 
4 LETTER CXLVIIL 

1 

f- Dear Sir, Sept. 25. 1755. 

x- Lately received a letter from my very valuable 
v friend Mr , an extract of which I here 
re tranſcribe, as he has made ſome juſt remarks on 


er- Mr Burnhom's blameable behaviour in refuſing the 
ild belp of a phyſician.—l believe you can anſwer for 
ne me, that I ſhall never be guilty of that fault; 
to as I think altogether with the wiſe ſon of Sirach, 
| that the Lord hath created the phyſician, and that 
dd ! fuch are to be regarded for the uſes we may have of 
led them.—Tbe Lord likewiſe bath created medicines out 
on, of the earth, and be that Hg will not abbor them. 
O! Ecclus XXxvili, 
ion „I have” (ſays my correſpondent) «4 Don 
my reading Burnham's Pious Memorials, as it was 
ed, *« publiſhed with a recommendatory preface by 
ce; vou, in behalf of his diſtreſſed * s The 
not „ dyipg behaviour of Dr Andrew Rivet, page 
in a2, and Dr Peter du Moulin, page 263. charms 
the * me 
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** me exceedingly.—Every word has its weight, 
« and ſhines like a well- ſet diamond in a ring; 
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or, as Solomon expreſſes it, lite an apple of gold 
in 4 piclure of filuer.— Mr Burnbam was un- 
doubtedly an excellent man, but he does not 
ſeem to come up to theſe in divine knowledge. 
Methinks 1 dont fo well approve of his retu- 
ſing the help'of-apays1C1iAaN, page 431. 
and the flight. with which he treated ſuch a 
propoſal. -{t does indeed ſhew, that he lived 
quite above the fear of death; but at the ſame 
time it ſhews great weakneſs of mind. —Life 
and health are mercies in the eſteem of hea- 
ven; and the dying Chriſtian ought to eſteem 
every thing as Go p eſteems it; Suppoſe ſuch 
a one deſires to die, yet ſtill he ought. to uſe 
every lawful means to live, to make the will 
of God his own, and to be willing to conti- 
nue even out af heaven, as long as his heaven- 


ly Father pleaſes.— The fame weakneſs of 


mind appears in his defiring his friends not to 
pray for his life, and in his being ſorry that 
they made ſo much ado, page 433.—Had he 
requeſted them to pray for him importunately, 
yet in humble ſubmiſſion to the will of God, 
and to be ſure to acquieſce in it, whether for 


* kfe or death, methinks it had been better. 


cc 
£6 
46 
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An earneſt deſire of a ſpeedy diſſolution has led 
ſome pious martyrs, and ſome dying Chriſtians 
too, into a miſtake, which it is prpoer to take 
notice of, but more proper to avoid. 
How do you approve of the ſollo wing method 


in converſing with the ſurvivors after the loſs of 


a dear child, or friend It is merely a ſketch; 


yet 
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yet a due regularity is preſerved by the three di- 
viſions; and ſome of the heads on each diviſion 
are to be cnlarged upon or omitted, and others 
added occaſionally.— The uſe; of ſuch ſketches 
may be ſeen in the preface to Mr Richards's Hints 
for relizious converſation with the affiitted; whoſe 
plan, though ſome of his hints are not ſufficiently 
adapted to the caſe deſcribed, I highly approve ; 
as it cannot but be ſerviceable to every Chriſtian, 
who 3s defirous of entering into ſpiritual af” 
courle : and more. particularly to young clergy- 
men, who would 45 well to tranſcribe, ſtudy, 
and improve thoſe hints; as they are too often at 
a loſs how to exhort, admoniſh, or comfort, as 
various diſpoſitions and circumſtances require.— 
When you ſend me your opinion, make ſuch al- 
terations as OCcur to you. 


The conſolation. 


It is God's will, — who till continues many com- 
forts to us— 

His will always wiſe, good, beſt, 

Weare his creatures waHe has a right to us, as we 
have to our cattle or lands. 

It is the Lord's doing.— This was the ſupport of 
Eh, Job, Hezekiah, 


The improvement. I 

« For us men ſicken, and for us they die. * (or 
| Young's Night»Thoughts.). 

To wean our hearts — the world. 

To ſer our affectioas there, where true joys are 
to be found. 

To excite us with greater diligence to prepare 
for our on great change, 4 

ur 
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; Dur own preparation. 3 
The only preparation is to ſecure the favour of 
Chriſt, and an intereſt in his merits, by which 
we are pardoned and juſtified. 
A participation of the Spirit of Chriſt, by which 
we are made fit for heaven. 


I hope you remember, not without a pleaſing 
mixture of gratitude. and joy, your divine, yet 
bleeding Lord. I hope you feel a more comfort- 
able truſt, that your fins are done away through 
that all-atoning blood; and that you pray with 
a more ſteady faith for that moſt bleſſed Spirit, 
which was ſealed to our enjoyment in the holy 
ſacrament, of Which we were ſo lately parta- 
' kers, | ab 
I defire you would enter into ſome ſpiritual 
converlation with the bearer, whom 1 have re- 
commended to you ; you will then ſee the more 
than rocky hardneſs of the human heart, and the 
abſolute need of prayer, and almighty grace, in 
order to make it ſuſceptible of ſaving impreſſions. 
I dare fay you will draw ſeveral uſeful conclufions 
from this interview, though your attempts for 
his benefit, I fear, will prove incffeQtual. / 
A gentleman yeſterday told a ſtory, well atteſt- 
ed, which you'll be pleaſed to hear, as it ſhews 
in a very ſtrong light the uſe of thoſe paſlages of 
ſcripture, which the unthinking are too apt to 
conſider as uſeleſs. A certain libertine, of 4 moſt 
abandoned character, happened accidentally to 
ſtroll into a church, here he heard the fifth 
chapter of Genefis, importing that ſo long lived 
ſuch and ſuch perſons, and yet the concluſion was, 


they died. Enos lived gog years, and hedied ;— 
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Setb 912, and he died; — Metbiſelab 969, and he 
died. The frequent repetition of the words, he . 
died, (notwithſtanding the great length of years 
they had lived), ſtruck him fo deeply with the 
thought of death and eternity, that it changed 
his whole frams.—He attended the remaining 
part of the divine ſervice with the utmoſt ſerioufſ- 
neſs ;—went home, and prayed earneſtly to God 
for forgiveneſs, and the aſſiſtance of his Ho- 
ly Spirit; and became from an infamous liber- 
tine, a molt exemplary Chriſtian.—By this chap- 
ter we ſee, how ſoon youth, health, and all - 
worldly delights muſt end. This, to a worldly- 
minded man, caſts a damp upon all theſe dei- 
rable thiags ; but to a ſoul acquainted with Chriſt, 
and in affection removed from hence already, 
no thought is ſo ſweet as this. Enos died, Seth 
died, Methuſelah died, and (bleſſed be God for 
the privilege of death) ſo ſhall I —lt helps much 
to carry us chearfully through wreſtlings and dif- 
ficulties, through better and worſe. We fee the 
land of promiſe near. We ſhall quickly paſs, For- 
dan, and be at home.—There will be an end of 
the many vexations of this life, an end of fin,— . 


an end of temptations, —nay an end of prayer it- 


ſelf; to which will ſucceed new ſongs of endleſs 
praiſes, Oh let us often refle& on what St Peter 
advances.: Theend of all things is therefore at hand, 
be ye ſober, and watch unto prayer.” 1 Pet. iv. 7. 
I hope you will well weigh this,—and intro- 
duce ſpiritual diſcourſe whenever. a fair opportu- 
nity preſents.—Set your face as a flint amongſt 
the great. —Eſtabliſh your heart as a rock; and 
let nothing, nothing divert you from furthering 
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the intereſt of Chriſt, where-ever you yourſelf 
have any intereſt, —lIt is like plunging into cold 
water perhaps at firſt, but lvoe comes a 
glow all over you. Remember what I now ſay, 
ſhould you live, thirty or forty years longer, yet 
when you come to die, take my word for it, you 
will wiſh you had converſed more on and for 
Chriſt, | | 

I am ſatisfied from the ſacred oracles; as 
clear as light, concerning the origin of | evil. 
And if any one, without having recourſe to re- 
velation, can ſatisfactorily ſolve that queſtion, 
erit mibi magnus Apallo —My dear friend, let the 
word of Chriſt dwell in us richly. 

— Thanks for the uſe of Wharton's and Pitt's 
Virgil. All the Syrens ſing in his lines, but the 
JOYFUL SOUND is no where heard. Was the 
ear of our ſoul tuned atight, there would be more 
muſic in this one ſentence from the King of hea- 
ven, I baue called you friends, (John xv. 15). 
than in all the Ziad and all the Æneid. 


Iam ever and 
affectionately yours. 


IL. ET T E R CXLVIII. 
Dear Sir, Weſflon-Favell, Sept. 20. 1755. 


OU threaten to put my patience to the trial, 
by a very long letter of ſcriptural criticiſms. 


] ſhall only reply, Oh that my patience may ſup- 

rt all other trials with the {ame complacency 
and chearfulneſs, as I am perſuaded it will ſup- 
port itſelf under this !-—Your obſervations I very 


much 
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much value, and take a ſingular pleaſure in read- 
ing. The Lord Jeſus enable you to multiply 
them, and me to profit from, them ! and help 
us both to love his holy name, ever more and 
more |! * KEEN 
I am entirely of your opinion with regard to 
the worth, the ineſtimable worth of the preſent 
life eſpecially when there is a comfortable pro- 
ſpect of being uſeful in our generation. This 
ſtate affords the only opportunity of doing good 
to immortal ſouls. The dead ſerve not their 
Lord in the work of the goſpel, The living, 
the living only, are entruſted with the precious 
office of turning ſinners from darkneſs to light; 
therefore the living ſhould value this diſtinguiſh- 
ed prerogative at a high rate.— Perhaps, you 
think, that I was the writer of Mr Burnham's 
life. From a queſtion propoſed to me very lately 
by a clergyman, I fancy, that others think the 
fame ; but I neither was the author, nor do I 
know the author's name. | 81 6 
I have ſent you the third edition of Theron and 
pj you will obſerye, that I have made ſome 
teration in dialogue xvi. and that I ſtill adhere 
to my firſt opinion, with regard to faith. I aſſure 
myſelf, you can bear with me, though I ſhould 
continue, in this particular point, to vary ſome- 
what from your way of thinking. I ſhall be 
truly glad and thankful, if you will examine me 


* Mr Hervey was ſolicited to write the preface to Burnhan's 
Piaus Memorials, which he complied with as an act of 
fron to the widow, who thought his name might promote the 
ſale of the book for ber benefit. See this pretace, vol, V. p. 
233. | | | 
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with the rigour of a critic, and muſter up againſt 
my doctrine the ſtrongeſt objections you can con- 
ceive ; for I do earneſtly wiſh and frequently pray, 
that not any notion of mine, but the holy truth 
of God may prevail. —You will alſo obſerve, what 
advantage I have made of your remark on Pitrm- 
gas interpretation of / xxx. 18. 

I ſhall expect your animadverſions on \ Mr Mar- 
Hall with eagerneſs; and though he is my coun- 
ſellor, my comforter, and my favourite, I truſt - 
I ſhall not be blind to his faults, nor refuſe to lee 
his miſtakes. May the wiſdom of heaven guide, 
direct, and teach, dear Sir, 
| Your affeQionate and Saat Friend, Cc. 


— 
MS. 


: 

| { 

LETTER CXLIS. © : 

My dear Friend, Weſfton- Favell, Oct. 23. 1755. { 

Have received, and am very much obliged for 

your remarks on Mr Marſhall's treatiſe of 1 

Sandtification. They are truly judicious ; and ſe- 4 
veral of them command my affent. You will 

wonder to ſee, how ſtrongly I have recommended . 

this book in the ſecond volume of my Theron and 

Appaſio, of 389. of the ſ preſent] edition. It has been — 

tr; 

10 


eminently bleſſed to my own ſoul: there is no 
religious ein I read, which does me more 
good. Pray be ſo kind as to execute what you 
propoſed de me how Mr Manpballs method 
may be improved; for I would gladly tread in his 
ſteps on this account, as well as on others, that I th 
may have an opportunity of n his I 1 
miſtakes, and cautioning my 
Dounbame's Chriſtian warfare, againſt the devil, ſal 


: 
. the 


: N 
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the world, and the fleſh, I will immediately en 

deavour to procute. I ſhould be glad, if d 
would point out other excellent books. I am 
ſometimes aſked to give a friend or a ſtudent a ca- 
talogue of the moſt excellent authors (particular- 
ly of religious authors.) To do this, ſeems to be 
a valuable piece of ſervice, eſpecially as it is ſo un- 
happily neglected by che conductors of our Nen 

ful ſtudies. ril 

Jour laſt paragraph is reirticulerly; kind and 
obliging: but however your benevolence may 
I and repreſent it, I hall always eſteem and 

ine it as a ſingular favour to receive 
your critical obſervations. In which, as in the 
threads made of ſilk and gold, there is always 
2 moſt. nn ene of langes and e 
tion. IT % 

Pray what * 8 apprehend to be the pry 
ing of St Paul? 1 Cor. 1x,.26, , Dr 
Dauuridge tranſlates the paſſage thus: Not as 
one who is to paſs undiſtinguiſhed. „la ſthe 
ſame chapter, verſe 23. another difficulty occurs, 
us cv ſuenerd· urs YH. —1 Cor xii. 31. Zante $4.76 
xagope]e ra tel Dr Daddriage underſtands. as a 
teprehenſion, not as an encouragement. He 
tranſlates the words, <<. Ye contend. earneſtly a- 
bout the beſt gifts; and interprets the N 
« envying, and, it may be, detracting from the 
ſuperior endowments of others. ” ls this right? 
See chap. xiv. 1. I am at ſome loſs to 19 out 
the . of To 1b duet va Col. ii. 14. 
How is the hand - writing of ordinances ſaid to 
be contrary to us? The ceremonial law, Which 
ſuppoſe is meant. by 8 was not contrary, te 

Vox. VI. Ne aß. R but 
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but promotive of the comfort and peace of the 

Jewiſh worſhippers. The moral law indeed ſpoke 
. terror, and nothing but terror to impotent man: 

Bur the law of facrifices and waſhings" brought 
the glad ridings of -atonement and purification, 
which muſt be very conſolatory. *What is the 
pa EIN of Suit wee, 7 and gane Do 

ey refer to any uf; cuſtomary an Win 
in thoſe times ? s all 

Let me now ſubmit to your 8888 
fingular criticiſm or. two of Father Haubigant 8. 
On If. ii. 22. he ſays, Non dubitamus,” qun 
alm ſeriptum, 8-301 7022 1, Nam altitudmem flatu 
deficit. Homo, cujus ſpiritus f in naribur jus, 9 
of Pr hominis, ory de quo in” tate: hoe 'cuyats 

vialare timent,, r eas non impune laturos. Qua 
Meſfias, 'bemo factus, volvit W NN 


peſtates; pang, ipſorum et urbem et rempublicam fit 
everſurus, Again, chap. iii. 10. he fays, N Tat: 
Plerique, Fa, atum, dieite juſto, J 2 
ſatione p peccant A ee, Nam 1. 
vel juftum, non pros? juſto. 2. Parum {the ter- 
ribilibus minis, r anteceſſerunt er que ſequuntur, 
7 erung ud faſtum habitus. ” Nebis fatis 
"Nempe erat futurum, ut fudei 
ite been, Romani vinum traderent—His 
erſion 3, 4 hong quia Hen, of ,—You 
will begin to, think, that, our author is extremely 
fond 9 9 ſp piritual ſenſe, and defirous to find 
Chriſt or Chriſtian ſentiments in evety place., But 
he is ſeldom (however it has happened in the afore- 
cited texts) liable to err on this fide of the queſtion. 


Hear what he remarks on 7/. Xxxili. 26. 5 


„ rr 


[-N 
o 
It 
7 
8. 


» 
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20pn mn Nm Agitur prada exercitus Afyriorum, 
eorum fugam, dividenda inter eos, qu VICMNIS in 
locis bhabitant. Nibil ad eam prædam in/quitas : nibil 
etiam ad antedicta, qui habitat in ea. Nam ea, de 
qua hahitatione dicatur, ntſcitur. + 2 denique ad 
rem Nn, ger ſum. Non prom! erat Deus, nul- 
hos fore in region: egrot , aut in leo. 2 jacentes tun, 
cum * præda. Sed omni Jana er cum- 
mods erunt, fi pro Win, Tegas N 75, -prohibitus - 
un; ff pro mM. D in eit, ref 5. ry, leg as 
1 pudam ſuum, 893 57 3h / Bd 


we. Nom dicet uici nus, probibrcus ſum] pop ulus qui 


babitabit apud cos, rollet prædum fuam.” Igibur ber- 
bit pr amunciatur, prædam de Ahr | fore tant am, 
it Ones licentiam * nt e er abdu- 
aan deen 

Hol. vi. 3. aun et 8 ſeamiut. Purum colt 


mode cognoſtamus, ubi e Perſenamur 2 
Mitionem. E a non dubitamus 115 2 
e 


af 9 hy currumut ad cb dendum Domi⸗ 


num. The next ee he thus Char ates? Kat _—_ 


bis miſericor dia, velut matutind' PTY 28. 75 12 rer Fr re 
mane e ? Cerfezgo, guod voll, 
tuis; inter feci eos per ver ha bris mei, 11 ex A de 


te mei lum oristur. He changes Nh into Tyan. 


I was not a little puzzled” about Je. Xviii. 14. 
Houbigant, according to his cuſtom, firſt alters, 
then interprets ; thus he would reatt the paſſage : 
r BY: 1 20, WU Err - 197 ws m7 y 
mv: An deſerit calx petram, vel nix Libanum? 

currentium 


| When 


D 


Ra. 
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When you have leiſure and 4nclination for cri- 
ER ſtadies, I ſhall be greatly obliged for your 
opinion on theſe points; as I am for your very 
friendly and very ſolid defence of me in the Len- 
don Magazine. — May the King of ſaints proſper. 
the works of your pen, and return the acts of 
your kindneſs into your own boſom Let me 
once more beg of you to direct me to the moſt. 
improving boo ah. have met with. No long- 
er ago than yeſterday a young clergyman, whom 
I had never ſeen before, made me a viſit, and at- 
tended a lecture which 1 gave my pariſh in Weſton 
church on a Wedneſday evening; at ſeven, o'clock: 
An amiable. gentlemen truly |. He ſeems mighty 
well inclined : . wonders, .. that his. brethren. don't. 
make edifying ſubjects, ſuch as Juſtification and 
ſanctification, the favourite topics of their diſ- 
courſe... Now I don't know what more ſub- 
ſtantial ſervice I could do ſuch a perſon, than to 
recommend to his ſtudy ſome proper books. The 
tidings therefore of a judious eyangelical author, 
with a little ſketch of his character and diſtin- 
guilhing excellency, might be a bleſſing to others, 
and a bleſſing to myſelf. A favour, a welcome 
favour, Iam very ſure, it would be to, 


Dear bir, your much obliged, 


LI. 24 0 


and Ms de pra. 1-7 friend, Sec. 


1 2 


„ CL. 


My dear Friend, Wefton-Favell, Dec. 15 1755. 
Received your laſt valuable favour in due time. 
1 I ſhould have made my acknowledgments 
9 4 but I ſtaid to get the incloſed little pamph- 


let, 


A tw. ae Lot. 
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jet &, which I want much to have you peruſe, 
and to have your opinion concerning it. There 
ſeems to me to be much ſenſe and ſolid 
argument, much more than, I apprehend, could 
have been produced on the occaſion. I read your 
remarks with great attention; and I humbly 
truſt that God will execute the office, and accom- 
pliſh the bleſſing mentioned in the portion of 
ſcripture, which gave a reliſh to our breakfaſt this 
morning. 2942-241 "oy . 8” 
"Tre wen, Pal. xciv. 169 
I read the paſſage in a ſmall Hebrew Bible with- 
4 out points; and the firſt word of the verſe ſeem- 
d ed to me, not , but On which, in my opi- 
2 nion, yields the beſt ſenſe: He that made, up- 
— balde, eftabliſhes the nations, &c. I have conſulted 
to Houbigunt, but he makes no alteration; }; +1:// 1: 
he 


Indeed we have need of divine teaching. A- 
midſt the variety of opinions, which ever did, 


3 and perhaps ever will ſubſiſt in our imperfect 
rs, I ffate, he only who is the wonderful Counſellor, 
ne ; poſſeſſes the unerring clue. A letter from Dun- 


fermline in Scotland. received by the laſt poſt, and 
written by a ſtranger, informs me, — that, upon 
the doctrine of ſanctification there is a ſtandard- 


2 * all's geſpel. nmiſtery. Mr Moſes Browne tells me, 
Ie is publiſhing a little piece of poetry, entitled 
[ergy Lodge, the Duke of Somer/et's ſeat, [wrote 
5+ [Ft the deſire of the late Duke and Ducheſs in 
he year 1749. Had they lived, poor Braune 
* A laue pamphlet on the marks and evidences .of /eith, 
e Nee ee HAT 
1 would 


book ; and this ſtandard- book, he adds, is Mar- 
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would have met with the encou ent he de- 
ſerves. They loved him. and tully intended to have 
ſerved him]. Whenit makes its appearance, I will 
1 ou to en 4 2 epſ. Jam, &c. 


* 


CK. n W tt Me 


L. mY . 155 * R era, 
| Down CP Ip / 
HIS letter vill come to your "hands, as the 
bleſſings of the everlaſting ona are oftered 
to our ſouls, without money T without price. 
Be under no concern about the report you men- 
tion; it gives me not one moment's uneafineſs. We 
have acted, I truft, as faithful ſtewards of our Ma- 
ſer in heaven; and if he approves, how very infig - 
nificant is the cenſure of men ! And what, ah what 
is a little miſrepreſentation, or a few laſhes from 
tattling tongues, compared with thoſe cruel mock- 
ings, which our divine and dying Redeemer bore ! 
ow arc, I find, as 1 too often am, in poor Pe- 
fer's condition, when. our Lord addreficd him, 
with that tender rebuke, O thou of littir faith, 
 herefore didi thou doubt ? — Wherefore indeed 
do we doubt } ls he not an all-fficient Savi- 
our? Is not his death a complete atonement, ſuf- 
ficient'to take away the ſins of a whole world! 
AIs net his right — yh perfect righteouſnels, 
able to juſtify. even the moſt ungodly ? Does not 
his Godhead impart. an infinite di to both ! 
rendering-them. more. powerful to ſave, than mil- 
lions, unnumbered millions of fins are to deſttoy? 
Is he not a willing Saviour - How willing 
was Joſeph to give — good of the land of Egyßt 
e ar willing was Jonschat 


RD RO DOD© - min a 


— rn in 1 a a wYy 


vi- 
uf- 
d: 
els, 
not 
th ! 
nil- 
oy! 


ing 


2 


cumſtance;'$or bh ahy detount. Ty 


life; they ate the recb 
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to ſcreen his beloved David from Saul's wrath ? 


—How willing is an indulgent parent; to deal 
out bread to his hungry child? Equally willing, 
abundantly more willing-is Chriſt” to give him- 


ſelf to our ſouls, to os Jocke us to his almighty. 
Father, to fir-us for his kingdom, and take us to 
his glory,—A parent does not chuſe to die for his 
child — never ſpilt his blood for David, 
— nor did Yoſeph lay down his life for that 
good old man Jacub. But this, all this, the 
Jeſus Chriſt freely undertook, ' freely un- 
derwent for us. What could he do more to aſ- 
ſure us of his love Let us contemplate the 
ſtory of his bitter, bitter paſſion. Let us view —_ 
him proſtrate, in an agony of ſorrow, on the cold 
ground ; extended, with racking torture, on the 
accurſed tree; laid, all pale and mangled with 
wounds, in the ou ſepulehre. And ſure 
we ſhall have a er ptoof of Chriſt's will- 
ingneſs to ſave us, thin the teſti of ten 
thouſand miniſtets preaching on earth, 0 of ten 
thouſand angels ſpeakitig from heave 
Is he hot a faithful-Saviour ?* Haring loved his 

own, he loveth' them even unte the nd. As his 
eyes neyer Humber, nor fleep 

people is heder intermitted Wel re 


has written their 


names on the palme of hands, and their eternal 


intereſts are ever before np de ill never; never, 
never leave nor fotfake them no nin any cir- 
bes hi his pe- 
reaſüre, and thelranſom of his on dear 
peiiſe for Alb his fufferings, 
and are to be the jewels in His mediatorial crown; 


culiar t 


therefore any ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any 


R 4 I 


{6 his care for his 
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pluck them out of his hand. Neither life, nor 


death, nor things preſent, nor things to come, ſhall 


be able to ſeparate them from his love, from his 


boſom, from his heart. — Happy art thou, of). * 
rael ! who it lite unto thee, ( people ſaved. by the 
Lord? who is the ſhield of thy belp; and the ford 


e thy excellency. The eternal Gad is thy refuge, and 


 &nderneath are the everlaſting arms ;.ſurely then thou 
mayſt dwell in ſafety,” Deut xxxiii. 27. Kc. 
Are we unworthy: ſinners ? We readily own 
it, and oh! that we may deeply feel it ! But did 
not Chriſt chuſe to converſe with publicans and 
fiuners? Did he not come to ſeek and to ſave 
that which was loſt *—The ſame ſpirit which 
actuated him on earth, he retains now he is ex- 
alted into heaven; let not therefore our deplo- 
rable vileneſs be our hinderance, but our incite- 


ment to apply to the ever-gracious Friend of 


ſinners.— Indeed, if we were not ſinners, we 
ſhould not be proper objects for the Saviour. 
They that are whole need not u phyſician, but they 
that are fick ;-tor, ſuch he made his ſoul an of- 
Fering, and. for: ſuch he brought in everlaſting 
righteouſneſs; he makes interceſſion, not for the 
Tighteous, but for tranſgreſſors; and theſe that 
are afar off, in rebellion and apoſtaſy, are brought 
[nigh ;—nigh to God, and home to heaven, by 
the blood of Chriſt. _ l 
May theſe confiderations fink into our hearts, 
and be made the feed of a lively, growing, and 
joy ſul faith — And may the: Lord dir ect us both 
(as we. both ęroan in this tabernacle, and are 
burtbened) into the lere Cad, and the patient 


ucing ſor og jejus | when this languiſſ ing, this 


44%; Fw ; corruptible 


—_ mm MP. > 22>. > wo til oo Ai 


| 
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peace, and reſt 
in hope; and the ſoul, delivered from every con- 
flict; cleanſed from every ſtain, will be ever, for 
ever with the Lord. Amen and amen, _ ; 
«01, 264 ..; 32 Ge. An 


n T E R cu, 
My dear Friend, We fon Favell, Dec. 1 5. FE 50 
Return you my beſt thanks, for ſending me 
a copy of to ſmart and ſenſible a letter, which 
came to me very apropos; and which I think is 
ſo likely to do good in this diſputatious age, that 
I wiſh it was printed in ſome of the magazines 
and public papers. I am much obliged to | 
for your kind caution againſt my being drawn in- 
to a controverſy, particularly by the very warm 
and overbearing Mr ***, who is now grown 
impatient of the leaſt contradition, and far from 
beg 2 defirable companion or correſpondent. 
Controverſy is as much my averſion as it can 


corruptible body will lie down in 


he yours; for where that begins, religion too of- | 


ten ends; and 1 ſhall not enter the liſts, I promiſe 
you, with any one, | unleſs I am abſolutely neceſ- 
ſitated to it. But if I am compelled to appear in 
print on ſuch an occaſion, I ſhall endeavour to 


pay due regard to Salamon's excellent advice; vr. 


1 ſoft anſwer turneth away wrath, but grievous - 
words fiir up anger, Prov. xv. 1.—lnſtead of 

exaſperating my , adverſary by. cutting reprehen- 
ſions, I wall, it ble, conſtrain him, by a can- 
did and reſpecttu treatment, to moderate his tem- 


per; and, by a. coercive propriety of arguments, 


85% 73 28 perſuade 
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perſuade him to relinquiſh ſuch tenets, as 1 think 


erroneous. 

God grant that I may never behave with an 
N reſentment, how great ſoe ver may be the 
provocation of my gainſayers ; but that, in all 
my writings and converſations, I may avoid the 
haſty ſpirit, leſt I injure my own peace of mind, 
and 29 my profeſſion as a Chriſtian and a 
miniſter. $00. 41% 

It is a rule with me, always to ſpeak well of 

the good qualities even of bad men, eſpecially 
when others are cenſuring them with an unmer- 
ciful ſeverity and I could wiſh, that every con- 
trovernaliſt would learn fo much candour, as to 
put the beſt conſtruction on his opponent's book, 
and to embrace what was in general good in it, 
however he might doubt or cenſure ſome particu- 
far opinions of s contending author. 
To live peaceably with all men, is my earneſt 
defire and my daily prayer; and in order to do 
this; I am more and more convinced of the ne- 
ceſſity of candour, humility, and a conſcientious 
regard to the example of our Lord, and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, —I am, my dear friend, 


Affectionately and inviolably yours. 


Aa of the letter above mentiond, never before 
Dae Uhr: | 


Have a . and ſertled averſipn-46 all man- 
ner of diſpute, in things that relate to a 
meſſage of perfect peace and love. The kingdom 
of God is no more opinion, than it 1s meat and 
drink and argumentation can have little nes 
w 
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| where a new neart, and a right ſpirit is the buſi- 
neſs, or work to be performed. 

If ve prevail in our diſputes, (though I believe 
there is not 4 fingle inſtance in which either of 
the antagoniſts ever condeſcended publicly to 
own bimielf-; in the wrong), our adverſaries then 
become baffled worldlings'!' — if they prevail, 
then they become worldlings triumphant.— When 
or we deal much in diſputes, we foil our ſouls, and 
1 | <2danger the temper of meekneſs and love, which 
ly | we are. ſo A injoined to cultivate, and 
which are the very badge of Chriſtianity. 

As for amicable diſputes in religion, tis as er- 
rant cant as an amicable ſuit at law.—A diſpute 
550 about the ſacrament, as naturally removes the 
mind out of its ſtate of perfect charity, as 4 

uarrel about a whore. The ſubject alters no- 
r tis the temper of mind —— we 
handle theſe matters, that defiles the man; and tis 
morally impoſſible to meddle to any purpoſe, 
without having the mind diſordered. 
St Paul was plainly of the ſame opinion, when 


to wholeſome words, even the wordt of our Lord 
Tefus Chriſt, and to the, dedirine which it according 
to godlineſt, be is proud, knowing nothing, but dating 
about queſtions 2 2 wor di, whereof cometh 


envy, ſtrife, railings aud s, perverſe diſputings 
of men of corrupt minds, Atte of rhe truth, 
Jeppoſing that gain nee from fuch withdrow | 


1 


1 Tim. vi. 3. — 

T Mei is the conſtant caſe of all che diſpaters' in 

the goſpel itſelf.— The more they argued, the 

r "Oo were always from the point; —_ 
m 


he wrote thus to Timothy 3 F am man conſent not 
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much that even thoſe who are ſaid to believe on 
Chriſt, at the beginning of the chapter of diſ- 
pute, before _ end of it take up ſtones to caſt 
at rn ; 


In ſhort, till a man be «Chriſtian i in ſome by; 
ſure, he has neither ability, nor any right in na- 
ture to talk about it.— Tis more abſurd than a 


controverſy between a fiſh and a fowl, about the 


beſt and moſt commodious element to breathe in. 


The peace and purity of our own minds, is of 
more value than of every other endowment: — 


For my own part, I had rather be able to bear pa- 


tiently the nick- name of fool or madman, chan 
to become famous ſor all the wiſdom and prudence 
which the world knows how to commend and'< e- 
ſteem. 

In this poverty of ſpirit, 1 would ey en- 


treat all my friends, carneſtly to ſeek after that 


love and peace, which is only to be found in the 
face or ſimilitude of our dear Maſter, the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt.— The want of this moſt amiable 


and Chriſtian diſpoſition in ſome eminent profeſſ- 
' ors, for I never admired a rough and boiſterous 
zeal, has often ſtartled and s him who 
is, dear Sir, yours very fincerely, * RR; W. 


p. 8. We may talk what we will about reli- 


gion, it is nothing leſs than a divine temper.— 
hat is ſhort of this is PRATING about religion, 
and that's all. I meet with many doctrinal Chri- 
ſtians, who are very dabs at chapter and verſe, and 
yet very bond-ſlayes to earth and ſelf, — Spiritual 


Chriſtians (which are the only true ohes) are 4. 


moſt as ſcarce as phcenixes, 


= 1 
. 


I E T. 


t. 


" As Aw a 6 — oe +. 


NM dear Friend, Saturday Morning. 
Ex me exhort you to live as on the borders 

I of eternity, and often to reflect where the 
late fall from your horſe might have hurried you. 
Eternity is at hand. — He that cometh will came, 
and will not tarry.— Oh that your ſoul may proſper; 
for without that, what are all the riches, _ plea» 
fares, and honours of this earth! But it cannot 
proſper, unleſs the world be under foot, and your 


tenderly has he dealt with us, notwithſtanding all 
our ingratitude and Proverenpny ? I can ſay no 
more than I have ſaid to you; but I pity you, 
and I pray for you, that you may conquer, this 

Fon AI wiſh you would. every day, for 


fear o 
I the next month, read ſome part of Profeſſor 


Franck's Nicodemus, or, The fear of nan. Dr *** | 


you would ſet your face as a flint; exert your 

lively talents to promote the goſpel, and confeſs 
ie the Lord Jeſus boldly before men on every proper 

occaſion + and when they talk obſcenely, ot take 
0 | . 4 

the Lord's name in vain, you ought genteelly to 
"6 reprove them, or leave the company. This would 
A be acting like a Chriſtian !—But while, you are 


4 told me he had à great regard for you, and wiſhed 
e 
5 


I, your politeneſs,” and have ſuch a fear of being 
E cenſured by worldly-minded people, you may 
d take my word for it, you'll. do =; little good, 
al and be a ſtranger to the comfort and peace, which 
A others, who ſtick cloſer to Chriſt, daily experi- 
JN ence that comfortable peace of God, which 


— N (as 
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affections fixed on ſeſus. What beſides him, 
my dear friend, deferves a thought ? And how - 


thus ſilent, meally-mouthed, ſtand ſo much upon 


12, A COLLECTION Litigp 
(as Archbiſhop Secker finely abſeryes,. page 1 32. of 
his Nine ſermons) is that ſenſe of being in friend- 
ſhip with him, that. feeling of comfort and joy 
flowing from him, which paſſeth all underſtands 
ing; exceeds the conception of thoſe who have 
mt experienced it, aud will exceed hereafter the 
preſent conceptions of thoſe, who have, Adieu, 
my dear friend. Think well on what the Arch- 
biſhop has ſo pathetically | deſcribed, and then 
meditate on this alarming. text, and reconcile it 
with your own puſillanimous conduct, which you 
miſcall prudence ; Whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed of me 
and my words in this adulterous and finful generation, 
of him alſo ſhall the Sen of man be aſhamed, when be 
cometh in the glory of his Fatber with his holy angels, 
Mark viii. 38.—Once more adieu !—Remember 
that this is the declaration of the Lord who 
bought us with his blood, and ſuffered the un- 
known agonies of crucifaxion to ſave you, and 
le Fa Yours. very ſincerel . 


= 
* 
6 e I l 
1 — ad - C - 


P. S. When people come to viſit me, th ex- 
= to hear of Chriſt 4 and few come to 

t thoſe to whom, ſuch diſcourſe is agreeable ; 
nor do I deſire the company of any others. —Talk- 
ing of Chriſt is my touchſtone, to ſee. whether 
a perfon is worth my acquaintance, If V OU was 
once to take this method, yob'll tell me, perhaps, 
that ſuch and ſuch a one will abuſe you, and all 
the principal gentlemen will ridicule and forſake 
you.—And what then? \= You are much better 
without them.— In their ſtead you will have the 
- eſteem and friendſhip of thoſe who love our Lord 


Jeſus in fincerity ; and Chriſt himſelf will be 10 
* = L C4 the 


me N i, ws %. 6a wa » 
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the midſt, who has laid up for you „ and all ſuch 
as love his appearing, a crown of) righteouſneſs. 
—Has this confideration no weight h my dear 
friend? Don't let me to you what St Paut 
2 Demas to Timby,-chap.v; 10. Dewey 
pai having loved this prejent morid 
Read exixth p, and fee wher 5 = 
your worldly-wiſe company have the'fpiritof the 
He, thoagl a king, delighted to falt 
of God. He not only talk of Him, obſerve, hut 
delighted" to do it; and it wa pain and grief * to 
him erben W e 7 95nd * 


. Ne LIL WER 12% 1 * N 


— ——— 


I 


PETE * Av. 

Deay Sir, © 1 "Saturday Morning. 

N reply wpour queſtion why jo many learned 
———— 


it oy ee 5 
nenen, and remain 


treat 277 i þ mach 
unaſfect can be urged to 


a them from feeh = Pete of Kun, I ſend yow 
a opinion in a'few words, vis. Basse they do 
pray for the afflanee + of "the Holp Spirit— 
And I Fe you an anſwer more at large, extract- 
ed from a book of the celebrated Dr Bates's, which 
was lately reading, entitled, TBE SOV IRI ION 
AND FINVAEHATPIN ESS oN nn * the effec- 
tual means to obtain ir . „ern. 
„Ib efficacious ARS ange Dao, 


2488 » Gee P/al. xxxix r 
t See Chriſt's own. words,” Luke xi. 13.—which the genera 
lity of mankind difre : no wonder then the world Mold 
lie ſo much in darkneſs, and be thus dead to vital religion. 


t See Dr Bates's works, folio, p. 466. "4 £ 
\- x3 " | Q 
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« of the Holy Spirit, is requiſite to change the 
wir, that, with a free and full — aux 
„ WILL may deſire and proſecute the ſpiritasl, - 
eternal good. Without this, the conviction 
of the mind is not powerful enough to con- 
, vert the ſoul from the love of the world, to 
chuſe heaven. There may be an enlightened 
«/ conſcience; without a renewed — Tho' 
the JUDGMENT, aſſents that God is the ſu- 
i preme good; yet fill the beart be circumciſed, 
% and the Sa of the affections taken away, 
« drome love (which directs our life to God as 
*. our bleſſed end) can never poſſeſs it. 
men had a ſenſible and ſtrong, aſſurance 
« of the eternal ſtate hereaſter; Io all thoſe 
« who-lived-godly'in a vibe manner aſcended 
it Elias to heaven; and F all who, continued” 
« in their ſins vil deſcended into hell, (as 
% Corab and. his company were ſwallowed: up 
alive by the earth before the. Iſraelites}; if 
% men could hear the joyful exultations of the 
«« ſaints above, and their high praiſes of God; 
then hear the deſperate cries and deepcomplaints 
4 of the damned; nay, F one, according to the de- 
<« fire'of the rich man, was ſent from the dole- 
ful regions below, and with his fiery tongue 
« ſhould. preach a_ ſermon on thoſe torments, 
not deſcribing them at a diſtance, but by a 
0 ſenſible demonſtration in himſelf, yet 1 us 
« ALONE would not be ſufficient to draw off 
% mens hearts from the deceirful and tranſito 
« - happineſs of this world, and to faſten them on 
the perfe# and eternal happineſs in the next. 


a Indeed, they could not then * vices 
« fo 


| 
* 
: 


ſhort introduction to the practice of the Chriſtian re- 
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* ſo ſecurely ; but yet they would be frangers to 
* the hfe of 0,4 ſuch . e e of 
* heart is in men from rea holineſs; for till the 
« quickening Spirit of God (by a directing per- 

abe light, that repreſents the truth and 


1 Gul, and makes it ſpiritual in its yaluations 


and affections, it is mwardly averſe from grace 
and glory. | 


« How earneſtly therefore ought we all 1 0 


« PR Ax, that this Holy Spirit may direct our 
hearts to the love of God, and to the patient 
« waiting for of Chriſt Jeſus, when he ſhall 
% come to be glorified in his faithful ſervants, 


« and admired in all them that believe! 
In another place Dr Bates expreſſes himſelf in 
theſe very momentous terms: Worldly men, 


% hen death is near, are not ſo much affected 


« with the loſs of the crown of glory, and the 


kingdom of heaven, as with their leaving the 
.«« preſent world, and its vanities.— This makes 
death intolerably bitter, —In ſhort, till the love 
.« of God inflames and purifies the heart, the 
4 fruition of his glory is not eſteemed: nor de- 
„ fired.” 0 2271 | 800.006. 1 d 
Your queſtion will be ſtill further anſwered by 

- conſidering thoroughly two tracts, wrote by Px o- 


FESSOR FRANCK ; one of which is entitled, A 


ligion ; and the other is entitled, Nicodemus, or A 
treatiſe againſt the fear of man ; wherein the caufes 
and ſad effects thereof are briefly deſcribed, with 


ſome remedies againſt- it, dedicated to the Ho- 
nourable ſociety for reformation of manners. 
Vor. VI. No 28. 8 eng 


s of ſpiritual things) transforms the 
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Ad now having mentioned PROFESSOR 
FrANCx, and his Treatiſe againſt tbe fear of man, 
I cannot conclude without obſerving, that I think 
him one of themolt eminent Chriſtians, and moſt 
extraordinary men T.ever heard of, as his Piers 
. Halknfs, which 1 read with admiration and deep 
hamility, ſufficiently demonſtrates ;.. and had 1 
been a member of che ſociety for teformation of 
manners, when the dedication of his Nicopzuus 
had been preſented xo them, I ſhould have made 
a motion to have had an hundred pounds expend- 
ed in a proper diſtribution of that moſt 8 
ant vant] as there can be no material reforma- 
tion, till the fear of man is removed; and 28 
nothing can be better calculated to extir pate ſuch 
fear, Sid promore all the other laudable ends of 
the RY; I am, dear Sir, yours, &c. | 
JAMES HER VE Y. 


P. 8. The alle of Us book I recommended to 
your ſon, + pleaſe to tell him, was Henry's Plea- 
fanenc of a religious tife. The author deſigned it 
particularly for young people; and, in my con- 
verſation with them, I generally mention it. In- 
deed, I am. the more ſolicitous of having it put 
into their hands, as they are too apt to look upon 
religion in a gloomy, view, conlidering it as de- 
ſtructive * N r 


— CO * 


15 © 
— 
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My dear Friend, Weton-Favell, Feb, 22. 
E three volumes of 7%eron and Aſpafie de- 
ire you firſt to 5 9 the freely to 
- animadvert 
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animadvert upon them; and above all, to implore 
the bleſſing of God for them. —I think, when 
people's ſenciments differ ſo exceſſively as Mr ***'s 
and mine, it is beſt to be at a diſtance, O! may 
we all be kept cloſe to our divine Head ; and, in 
a little time, that which is 1m rfe&t will be done 
away. We hall ſee him as he is, and know as 
we are known.--I hope you. proſper, in your health, 
and are bleed in your miniſterial | denn The 
book you inquire after, which Mr * ſaw in 
my ſtudy-window at e Mon, and deſcribed to you 
as 4 well-thumbed Lilſiputian of two or three 
inches high, was written by one Mr Bogatzhy, a 
German ; in Which language it paſſed nineteen 
editions, from which it is now tranſlated, and 
entitled, The golden treaſury for the children of Gag, 
whoſe treaſure and hearts are in heaven ; containin g 
ſelect texts of the Bible, with practical abſerva- 
tions in proſe and verſe, for every day an the years 
—lt is pretty well thumbed, for chere is rarely a 
day paſſes that do not make uſe of it; and par · 
ticulatly when I am fo languid, as to be incapable 
of attending to my uſual ſtudies, The author 

perl calls it a golden treaſury for the child. 
rn of God ho eſteem the word of God more 
gold, dos mg fine geld, —and from which 
rug may be daily ſupplied Fic: proper advice and 
relief in all manner 10 ſpiritual neceſſities, as 
thouſands have happ 2 already. 
The verſes art cleg on edif 2 
the ſubjects: and it was his earneſt deſire and 
prayer, that the Lord, in his infinite goodneſs, 
would pleaſe to bleſs his endeavours to the good 
of many ſouls, and to * glory of his holy name, 


—M 


4 
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—Mr Bogatzky obſerves judiciouſly, that it is not 
to be expected, that a performance of this nature, 
will ſuit the taſte of thoſe who unhappily miſtake 
mere outward morality for true Chriſtianity, and 
go no further than natural reaſon and ſtrength 
will carry them: but ſuch as either have, or de- 
fire to haye a real experience of the kingdom of 
God in their ſouls, will find much in it to the 
awakening, comforting, and mn their 
hearts in the right way. 

That we may know, and ever continue in that 
right way, is, my dear friend, the frequent and 
ardent prayer f 

*Four affefionate brother in Chriſt. 


4175. E . E * cl vl. 

Dear Sir, | Morning. 
HE grievance you comp hr, is, like many 
other grievances, irremediable for, accord- 
ing to the old proverb, what is every one's bu- 
fineſs, is no one's. It is the ſame in numberleſ 
inſtances. — How many turnpikes are ereted, 
here the money taken will ſcarce defray the ex- 
pence of the gates; and where the roads neither 
are, nor ever will be mended, and conſequenth 
they are nuiſances inſtead. of benefits? yet our 
nobility and members of parliament paſs frequent 
Iy through ſuch turnpike, complain of the grie- 
vance, but take no pains to redreſs it.— And even 
in an affair of the higheſt conſequence, how neg- 
ligent is the . I mean, in the maß 
expected reformation off our liturgy; in which,” 

— as it is upon * — there are ſome 


- paſſage: 


| * 


— — 


— 


taking them under their on protect 
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paſſages ſo juſtly ®exceptionable, that every Biſhop 
in the kingdom will tell you, he wiſhes to have 
them expunged; and yet I know not for what 
political or timid reaſons it continues juſt as it 
it did. Had our firſt reformers been thus indo- 
lent, we ſtill had been Papiſts.— Our laws are 
daily complained of, and might moſt certainly be 
abridged to the great benefit of the nation; this 
is allowed by every individual; but the parlia- 
ment, you ſee, will not exert themſelves in bring- 
ing this important affair to paſ . 
I have often wondered,” that in this age of 
humanity, (for ſuch with all its faults it certain- 
ly is), while infirmaries are erecting in different 
of the kingdom, public bridges building, 
and large collections making for charitable * uſes, 
there ſhould-be no ſocieties eſtabliſhed for redre/- 
ng gri . To found ſuch kind of ſocieties, - 
would be laudable and highly beneficial. 
May God, of his infinite goodneſs and unerring 
wiſdom, put it into the hearts of the active, the 
benevolent, and the powerful, to ſet in good 
earneſt about the inſtitution of ſocieties for the 
redrefling our grievances ; ſome for public, and 
other for private grievances.—Were fuch once 
eſtabliſhed; what a world of might be done! 
Then the fatherleſs, the widow, and the injured, 
would have ſubſtantial friends always at hand, 
who would reſcue them from their oppreſſors, by 
ion, and de- 


fending their cauſe out of the ſubſeription-· fund.— 


* Mr Herviey uſed to complain, chat the baptiſmal ſervice, 
and that for the viſitation of the ſick, were very defective, and 


83 


much wanted amendment. 
| From 


JI % eee ES 
. 
* 
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From theſe funds likewiſe, the expen 
ring uſeful acts of parliament, or * 
2 — ed, mi ys man 

I know you will be eleated to hear that Mr 
has lately I ſeriouſly! to Mr * a- 
bout his religious concerns, and preſſed him 
ly, © to VETERMINE (as his expreſſion was) 
and ſet about religion in carneſt. . Pra y, 
« dear Sir,“ faid he in one part of his letter, 
take care, and do not hurry away life. —Give 
« that affair a ſerious thought; 1 am ſure it is 
« worth it. I wiſh you well, (ſorry am I to ſay 
*I think), better this) perhaps you wiſh - your- 
« ſelf. — | ſhould” be glad to be miſtaken. — 
< Would to God I could perſuade you refolutely 


ce of; — 


ts fall in love with religion, and eſpouſe its 


cauſe with all your intereſt, and with all your 
* might. Was that once and thoroughly to be 
« the caſe,* hat an inſtrument might not vou 
« be, in the hand of God, to rouſe men from 
«« their lethargy; to animate them in the pur- 
% ſuit'of their own eternal welfare; and to en- 
courage their zeal for that of others ?—Oh 
„Sir! a man with your 2 r for- 
tune, your opportunities, w there be 
% too hard for him, — except bimſelf 87 your 
«« irreſiſtible arguments and ſpirited behaviour you 
—— Andck dw" Oilers: on every occalion, and 
carry almoſt every point you undertake-; why 
dont you en down FE A 73 


What conference dictates TE 
Or watns you not to do, * 
90 p nates th cc This 


t ß ̃ ⅛ 2 MS; TI Yew Cie Two Ty, * 


— 
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u- „This as your hell with horror hun, 


5 * That as your heav'n purſue. © ; 
dh © Pope's univerſel proper 
a- In another part af his letter, he thus inter- 


him MW rogated Mr . —“ Will nat every wiſe man 
vas " reguently aſk himſelf ſome ſuch queſtions as 
ray, © chele? — Am I, or am 1 not, in the right 
ter, road ?—How long ſhall, I halt between two 
Jive . opinions —Is not to- day certain, and to- mar- 
t is © row uncertain ?—Am L aſhamed of being te- 
ſay ligious? Haye I courage tg ſtand jt out againſt 
ur- God, and not againſt the world ? Do 1 take 
.- proper care of my childrens religious princi- 
tely WM © ples i—If 1 deſtroy mylelt, ſhall I deſtroy my 
e its offspring tog, —and eternally?” 
yOur Towards the concluſion he added; You 
>» be % have recommended ſeveral books to me, let 
you MW ©. me; recommend Rymer's . Repreſentation of re- 
rom © vee/cd religion to you ;>thaugh it I was 19 
pur- i © adviſe Mr , it ſhould nat be 1a READ, 
en- © but ro PETERMINE,—cclolutely and unalter- 
-Oh 1 ro DETERMINE to be a religious man. 
Mou want no inſtructions, and the time of 

e be life with you, is gone à great wWway. Some 
your ** people, I can tell you, * you for a Deiſt; 
you jf you are fo, I then aſk, Do you act devout- 
and ly on your own principles? do you pray to 
Why © God daily ? This every Deiſt will allow to be 
pere, neceſſary; and till you have habituated your 
mind to prayer, 4 {hall have little expectations 

„of doing you that important ſervice, which 

you muſt be ſenſible, by my writing this letter, 

- « 1 am very defirous of doing, as far as jp me 
This « lies. —The "teſt" muſt be left to a ſuperior a- 
5 84 « gency, 


* 
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« gency, I mean the operation of God's Holy 
«« Spirit on your heart.” 


No anſwer has yet been returned by Mr *** 
to this letter. I believe he is nh how to 
at. He cannot well paſs it by in Hence. and to 
give any thing under his hand on ſo intereſting 
a ſubject as religion, will be, to a man of his 
turn, very ineligible. | 
* You ſee by the papers Ki our great wit is 
dead. —Is it not a little remarkable, that, fo lon 
before his death, he ſhould be deprived of his 
ſenſes ?—deprived of them at the very time he 
was about writing a moſt pernicious book, which, 
] am told, he intended to have publiſhed, with 
this ludicrous title, vi. The memorrs of the Reve- 
rend Mr Jephtha Quixote, Saint-Errant; the 
true and: bind ſon of the renowned Don Quix- 
. ote, Kmght-Errant ; who mberits all bis Ural 
virtues. The deſign of which was to burleſqu 
things ſacred, and to ſet in a ridiculous lig % 
ſome of the moſt exemplary Chriſtians, under the 
notion of ſaint-errantry — This would have been 
a moſt malicious piece of wit; and being the 

roduction of ſo celebrated a genius, would 
155 ſpread like wildfire, pregnant with infinite 
miſchief; for, as Horace has juſtly n n 


Nidiculum acri | 
Fo ortius et melius magnas plerumque ſecat res . 
Hor. Sat. X. lib. L | 


When you - reflect on this and other attempts 
e le eee 


4 


For ridicule ſhall frequently prevail, 
of And cut the knot, ee, 


19401 4 


— 
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to diſcourage good men, and to render religion 
contemptible in the eyes of worldlings, are you 
not apt to ſay with the pſalmiſt, The Lord that 
dwelleth in heaven ſhall laugh them to ſcorn * ? 
He, though unſeen, directs the whole by his wiſe 
providence ; turneth mens hearts as ſeemeth good 
unto him; and in his hands are the appointments: 
of life and death. — To his guidance, and to his 
protection, I commend you, my dear Sir, and 
: © + Yours very fincerely. 


—_— 


2 


Dear Sir, | Weſton, 1756. 
Confeſs I am covetous, and, like covetous peo- 
ple, unreaſonable ; I was in hope of receiving 
another favour from your pen, betore I troubled = 
ou with a freſh ſolicitation, —But an affair has 
Lind happened, or rather a project has ſtarted 
in my mind, which I will lay before you. On 
Sunday laſt a neighbouring clergyman ſent me for 


my peruſal, a ſermon preached by Dr T , be- . 


fore the houſe of Commons, on the late + public 
faſt. When I peruſed it, and ſaw not a fingle 

mention of Cbriſt, nor a ſingle hint of an evan- 
gelical nature, I was ſurpriſed and grieved: and 
ſo much the more, as it was preached by one of 
the moſt celebrated divines in the kingdom, and 
before the whole kingdom convened in theit re- 


preſentatives. I thought it was a pity, that ſuch 


a notorious ſlight put upon our moſt glorious 


Redeemer, ſhould paſs without animadverſions. | 


wk —-+* Pal. ii. 4. N Ss 
I The public faſt in February 17566. 
72111 1839 Vit bart dee, DSHRG 207 -Q3 US 
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I'could not forbear wiſhing, that the Lord would 
enable me, even me (the leaſt and weakeſt in 


Fr my heavenly Father's houſe) to bear my teſti- 


mony for Jeſus who was crucified. I therefore 
conceived ſome thoughts of publiſhing a ſermon 
preached at Von, upon a ſubjet ſomewhat fi- 
milar to his; for though mine is defignedly plain, 
and deſtitute of the polite Doctor's embelliſh- 
ments, yet it has more of Chriſt and his goſpel. 
I alſo apprehended, if to this were prefixed or 
ſubjoined ſome remarks upon the Doctor's per- 
formance, it Pi ight not be unſeaſonable, nor un- 
profitable. Now, my dear friend, if you approve 
the deſign, would you draw up ſome remarks 
upon che Doctor's diſcourſe, while I am endea- 
vouring to retrieve my ſermon, from a few hints, 
which 1 happened on that occaſion to put down 
in beaded ? I will own to you, my heart al- 
moſt trembles at the proſpect of appearing in 
print againſt ſo eminent a man. And if you do 
not think it proper to be my helper and abettor, I 
muſt drop the deſign. May the Lord Jeſus, 
whoſe honour is concerned, whoſe blood and 
IR whoſe Spirit and grace have been 
d, and treated as ciphers ; may he di- 
rea your determination, fructify your invention, 
give you all knowledge and al} utterance ! What 
think you of this method of proceeding ? — 
Making remarks. upon the unevangelical paſ- 
ſages pointing out the places where an oppor- 
tunity offered of enlarging 8 goſpel-ropics ; 
—exemplifying this goſpel- manner, and ſhewing 
that it would be no prejudice, but give infinite 
weight and force to the argument. But I leave 
all to the blefſed God, and my dear friend. — 


Your 
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Your laſt, I think, is a moſt maſterly piece of 
controverſy, for which I am your debtor. May 
you now be enabled to outdo yourſelf. The 
ſubject and the occaſjon are of the laſt import- 
ance: if you are inclined to exert yourſelf, pray 
let it be in the co manner. Your laſt 
was dipt in vinegar, let this be dipt in oil. 
My ſermon was on that text, Exe. xviii. a7, I 
Mall wait, with inceſſant prayer to him, whoſename 
is WoNDE RFUL, COUNSEL LOR, till I receive your 
aniwer ; and am molt affectionately yours, Sc. 


— "IIS 1 ä * _ = —_ * ah _ 1 * 


; — 
LET I ER ELUNE 
Mr HE RVE Y Friend, on confidering the propoſat 
in the. preceding letter, wrote the following ; and 
addreſſed it ta Dr T*, the preacher of the faſt- 
_ ſermon tu 1756, on Jer. xviii. 7. 8.—1t is lere 
printed, as the obſervations therem contained may 
Poſſibly be in meaſure produttroe of the good 
which Mr Hervey intended by ſuch like remarks *. 
Reverend Sin, . 1 AC 
OME time ago was put into my hands a ſer- 
mon of yours on Jer. xviii. 7.8. preached be- 
fore the Honourable houſe of Commons, on the day 
of the late public faſt; wherein I thought I ſaw 
ſome very material omiſſions and miſtakes, which 
feared might hinder the ſucceſs of your ingenious 
performance; and therefore, as I would neitherhave 


you to labour in. vain, not the beſt uſe of ſuchalarm- 


ing calls of divine providenceneglected, I could not 
but give you the trouble of a letter upon this occaſion. 


Sg” - | 
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Nothing can be more proper, at ſuch ſeaſons, 
than ſerious diſcourſes upon repentance and re- 
formation, Times of affliction are moſt likely to 
be times of reflection; and when it pleaſes the 
Moſt High thus to open the heart, it is then the 
time for his ſervants to ſow the good ſeed of his 
«ard. To prepare men for this, God's Judg- 
ments fly ſwift as the light. To prepare men ior 
this, he hews by his prophets, and flays by t 
word of his mouth: And happy, — 
happy, are thoſe who are influenced thergby, to 
return from their evil ways, and to make their 
ways and their doings : for thus runs the 
divine prbmiſe :—A?r what inflant IT ſhall ſpeak con- 
cerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to plutk 
up, and to pull down, and to wth 3 if that nation 
againſt whom I have pronounced this, turn from their 
evil, I will repent of the evil that 1 thought to do 
unto them. fa xvüi. 7. 0 

Such is God's gracious declaration, which no 
goſpel-miniſter can read, but it muſt remind him 
of two things. Firſt, that this promiſe is made 
in Chriſt Jeſus, and therefore can belong to none 
but thoſe who forſake their ſins, and return un- 
to God by him. Then, this return from evil 
muſt be accompliſhed through the grace and Spi- 
rit-of Chriſt. And, | 

Firſt, The mention of this,” and every other 
promiſe in the book of God, muſt_ remind the 
goſpel-miniſter that it is made in Chriſt Jeſus. St 
Paul hath aſſured us, that all the promiſes of God 

in him are yea. (made), and in him amen (confirm- 
a) and "if all the promiſes of God are made 


e 0 kim, then this as one muſt be 
| made 
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made in him. The 1 Os has i in- 
formed us,-that he is the way, and the truth, and 
the hfe, and that no man can come unto the Father 
but by bim. But to turn from evil, and to come un- 
to the Father, are terms of the ſame import. Beſides, 
we know that it 1s only through Jeſus Chriſt that 
we have peace with God, and that it is only thro' 
Jeſus Chriſt that God has reconciled the world to 
himſelf. - Can two then walk together except 
they are agreed? Can God ſheath the ſword of 
his juſtice before he is reconciled to us? If not, 
how can he repent of the evil that he thought to 
do unto us? And if he repents not of the evil 
which he thought to-do unto us, where is our in- 
tereſt in the promiſe ?—But what need of any 
more words, when it is moſt evident, that it is 
the Son of God who here ſpeaks by the prophet ? 
The ſame perſon promiſes mercy, who had threat- 
encd to deſtroy with the ſevereſt judgments :: now 
we know that the Father judges no man, but; bas 
committed all judgment to: the Son ; that -all men 
ſhould honour the Son, as they honour the Father. It 
is very plain then, that all who return from evil, 
muſt return by Chriſt ; they muſt return with 
his price in their hands, and his robe upon their 
backs ; and then, and not till then, they are ſafe, 
ſafe for time and eterni 
Again, when the goſpel- miniſter reads this 
gracious promiſe, he will remember that ſuch a 
4 returning from evil muſt be accompliſhed through 
the grace and Spirit of Chriſt, How can we, 
who are not ſufficient of ourſelves, to think a good 
thought of ourſelves, think of returning to God 
le oY holineſs ?. Can the captive who i is 10 love with 
his 


J <<. 25 OS. 4 
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his chains long for liberty? Can the ſinner who 
is fond of his fins, defire to ralinquiſh them ? 
No; it is as poſſible for the Ethiopian to change 
his ſkin, or the leopard his ſpots, as for us, who 
are accuſtomed to do evil, to learn to do well; 
Nay, far more poſſible; for to accompliſh this, 
they need only to change their hue; but before 
we can attain to holineſs, we muſt change our na- 
ture: we muſt make our ever a new heart and a new 
Jperit, (Ezek. xviii. 31.) ; we muſt quit the grave, 
and ariſe from the dead, and who is ſufficient for 
theſe things? Therefore the Maſter ſays. No man 
cum come unto me, except the Father, which has ſent 
me, draw m. And again, Ie have not choſen me, 
but I baut choſen you, aud baue ordamed you to bring | 
forth fruit, and that your fruit remain. For | 
wur baut me ye can db nothing. And bis apoſtles af- | 
{ert,—thar by grace ave are ſaved through faith, and 
that not of ourſelves, it is the giſt of God: that e- a 
u e the fruit of his Spirit, of whoſe' ful- 
we have received, and grace for grace: and 
that we are created anew unte goad works, which 
God had before ordamed, that we walk in them, 
Now, Sir, are theſe the true ſayings of God? 
are theſe the very words of our Lord, and his a- 
Hes? Then undoubtedly to refuſe them, is to 
refuſe him who ſpeaks from heaven: and if fo, 
how comes it to paſs, that you have unhappily 
þ forgot to take notice of theſe things upon this 
ſolemn occafion ? God promiſes ſecurity to all 
who farſake their fins, and return unto him in 
Jeſus Chriſt, and yet Jeſus Chriſt is never men- 
tioned: in your ſermon. Without divine 
and the ſanctifying operations of the Holy Spirit, we 


Can 


can 
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can do nothing; and yet there we hear nothing of 
divine grace, or the Holy Spirit. Jaa ready to take 
Rabbab, the royal city of the Ammnonites, ſo ordered 
the campaign, that his maſter David might havethe, 
honour of the victory: but here is a Chriſtian 
miniſter, who attacks a citadel of human corrup- 
tion, and never ſo much as once thinks of Chriſt, 
through, whom he muſt conquer. Here is a 
Chriſtian miniſter, who, leaving the lively oracles, 
undertakes ſpiritual wickedneſſes with the carnal 
weapons of a Tully and Demoſibenes, Miſtake me 
not, I ſpeak not againſt oratory as ſuch; but if 
a Roman or a Greek philoſopher, who had never 
heard of Chriſt, can ſay as much againſt the vices 
of the age, as you can who have from your in- 
fancy been educated in the Chriſtian religion; 
what ſay you more than others ? Is not this too 
much to ſlight that bleeding dying Lamb of God, 
who alone can take away the fin of the world? 

But the ſlight put — our Maſter's words is 
not all; your not taking notice of theſe things, 
has unhappily led you into miſtakes that are utter- 


ly inconſiſtent with his undertaking.— Von call 


upon us by every act of hamiliation and repent- 
« ance to deſerve the protection of heaven; 


and throughout your whole diſcourſe you labour 


bard to fix our hopes upon this bafis, and our 
after obedience. But can the fincereſt repentance, 
or the deepeſt humiliation, deſerve the favour of 
God, and the remittance of puniſhment ? If fo, 
then fallen Adam might have broken in pieces the 
chains of eternal 5 in which he was holden: 

and then, hat need of ſhedding the blood of the 
PO 1 ? what nerd of ſuch a ſacrifice to 


2 
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appeaſe God, if he was already appeaſed, or could 
be appeaſed by the relentings of man? Briefly, 
if the death of Chriſt was neceſſary to purchaſe 
eternal redemption for us, then our repentance and 
humiliation can never deſerve the divine favour. 
Nor can our after obedience procure ſuch pro- 
tection. Perfect obedience is a debt continually. 
due from every creature as ſuch; and the payment 
of a debt due now, can never be a compenſation 
for the non- payment of arrears: nor can the 
moſt exact payment of what is due from one's 
ſelf, be eſteemed the leaſt part of payment of 
what is due from another; and therefore where 
the debt is obedience, as all creatures are bound 
to obey at all times, none but a God can pay off 
the ſcore of any one delinquent. This is a tre- 
mendous conſideration, even ſuppoſing true re- 
83 and a thorough reformation, were whol- 
y in our own, power : but when as finners we 
are entirely without ſtrength, Rom. v. 6. 8. when, 
(as I have already obſerved) theſe gifts are perfect- 
ly dependent upon grace, and the. good Spirit of 
. God; ſurely, to talk of 2 the favour of 
beaven by them, muſt be extremely abſurd. Nor 
is it only extremely abſurd, but extremely dan- 
gerous; as it places the merit of works higher 
than ever the Papiſts placed it, and is utterly in- 
conſiſtent with the humble genius of the Proteſt- 
But your neglect of taking proper notice of 
theſe things, not only leads you to diſregard the 
expreſs ſayings of our Lord, and to nullify his 
work, but to heal the wounds of the daughter 
ot God's people flightly. You complain of our 
mer . «« profancneſs 


F 


would naturally have led you to 
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« profaneneſs and im morality ; of our rallies 
« cy and unjuſt oppolition to lawful authority; 
* of our diſregard to decency and good manners, 
« as well as to the laws of our country ; of that 
% unlavful purſuit of pleaſure, that luxury and 
« extravazance, which inſenfibly preys upon the 
« conſtitution, debaſes the ſenſe, and 75 
« the morals of our people. "—And theſe are e- 
vils that you ought to com —— of; they are the 
ſure ſigns of a declining co ive ſtate, and can 
never be enough e ut then, you ne- 
vet touch upon that rout of bitterneſs which bears 
this gall and worm wood: you ſay nothing of our 
andehef, which keeps us at a diſtance from Sod, 
from whom we muſt receive every good and 
fe gilt: you ſay nothing of faith, without ich 
to 7 him, to turn from evil, 
take the leaſt no- 
to — 200 Jef, and his holy 
5 to rebellion and _— 


ptr ting to him. 
tice of our enmity 


20 of that 


chought, and word, and work. Theſe | 


— Afr | 
remedies.” - You muſt then have ded us to 


labour after an union with Chriſt; the fountain 
of grace, by faith'; and this radical union with 
him would have produced 'a moral union, and 
have transformed us unto his likeneſs : where 
faith had been implanted, love would have flow- 
abs and where love had flowed, there muſt have 
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been 'ready ,and chearful, obedience ;* for the end 
of the commandment, is charity, out of a pure 
heart, and faith unſeigned. But without theſe 
gracious habits internally wrought. what will all 
the outward refarmation.in the world do for us? 
Have you. my read of the Prarie? did not theſe 
people. Fe the outſid o cup and the 
platter? Far from being —— — any ſcandalous 
immotality, they prayed, in the ſtreets, made 
broad their ne, faſted twice a-week; 
and gave tythes of all, that they poſſeſſed: yet 
were their eb parts ſo filthy, on they. final» 
ly became obnoxious to a judgment ten thouſand 
times worſe than What — befallen the unhappy 
inhabitants of Liſbon. | os us not deceive our- 
ſclyes ; neither outward, reformation, not out- 
ward morality are ſufſicient; neither outward 
Profeſſions, nor outward duties will make a man 
a Chriſtian, The King's daughter is all glorious 
within, as well as without ; and if we belong te 
the Redecmer, we muſt be ſanctiſied by,him both 
in ſoul and body, and ſpirit. 
If you would reform the world, PREACH THE 
. GOSPEL. The goſpel contaips the only motives, 
that can poſſibly prevail upon any to embrace it. 
People may talk of the amiableneſs of the divine 
Being, and the charms of virtue, thereby to al- 
lure us to return to the one, and to embrace the 
other; but without a true faith in the promiſes 
of pardon and acceptance, true repentance can 
never be attained; and a free and gracious pardon 
and acceptance is no where promiſed, but in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The goodneſs of God freely 
Aging: pardon and * muſt lead us back 40 


* 2 
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him 


ſhould" not benesfarth Tur un t 
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him, or we approach him no mare. Earthquakes, 
famine, peſtilence, at any other evils, ha. their 
uſe only as they diſeover to us our preſent condi- 
tion, and greatly enhance the offered kindneſs: 
but we love God, ber auſe he fitſt loved us; we 
love Jeſus Chtiſt, becauſe he obeyed and died for 
us; and his great love thus manifeſted, does not 
urge, but conſtrain us to love him again; e- 
cauſe tur thus judgri that if one died, for all, then mere 
all deu; and be died for all, that they which live, 
Bemſelvet, but unto 
the curult f a — pe 'of; love, where 
with we are drawi to our heavenly Father. 
Here it love; nut that ue loved God, but thut bt : 
loved t, and ſent bus Son to be the: propitiatiam fo. 
eur n and if God ſo loved us, ſurely we ought 
o love him again, and to teſtify our love by a 
ſuitable obedience.” When no creature (as I have 
hinted) could furniſi a righteouſneſt that might 
be iin to us, who! can, but ſtand amazed, 5 
that the Father ſhould ſend hi en 8on 
to obey in our ſtead ? Wihien no creature could 
beat the wrath of an offended God, and by dying 
overcome death, who can but ſtand amazed, that 
the Son of God ſhould be ſent to ſuffer and to 
die, that we might live through him? Who 
can but ſtand amazed, that the Son of God ſhould 
take our nature upon himſelf, that he might thus 
obey and die for us? Ho can we behold bim 
thus dying: fot us, and not die to that fin for 
which he died? When love ſo unprecedented 
ſpeaks ſo loud, who can yu way: n en, | 


and return to the Lord? bobligd oe 
T 2 What 


J 
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What I have faid, I think, plainly ſhews, that 
diſcourſe might have been far more evange- 
E. and as pala ſhews, what ſuperior mo- 
tives to repentance tion would have 
occurred if it had been ſo; So that, humbly re- 
commending my remarks to your ſerious confi- 
deration, I might here have concluded my letter: 
but as you allow, that the late carthquakes “ have 
* hitherto been the merciful warnings of a kind 
% and good providence, to diſpoſe us to hear the 
« rod; and to conſider, with that awe which be- 
* comes us, the hand which hath appointed it;“ 
— few eclairciſſements upon one of the leffons 
which you have advanced under that head become 
abſolutely ere leſt, by miſtaking the caſe, we 
ſhould lolethe benefitof our neighbours afflictions. 
d this wen — our 


DDD * A 


ro e ready — 
2 8 8 udge wi verity; and — Perl 
* hat 1 20 = that we rec no tight to de- 
termine what- are the particular intentions of 
<< providence in this diſpenſation. — But certain- 
ly we have a right to determine, that ſuch puniſh- 
ments are 1 — ſin: elſe how do 
in your own — to us the lan- 
225 of the divine Not. ü elſe how 
3 be conſidered as puniſhments to correct 
— Cd to warn others? elſe how can they 
þe confidered as the louder calls of anger; or of 
bat uſe to bring us home to ourſelves ? This you 
© muſt grant, or you pull down all that you hate 
7 9 and make * a * 


Segen 


< 


 SPEY robo 


4 


BOO S0Raq@+ tO 


Let. 158 L E TT EAS. 293 


. eee no right to conclude theſe 
people to be greater ſinners than our- 
— 1 of greater ſufferings. This 
would lead us phariſ E 
our iniquities, rather than to take warnin 
thers 3 yet we are allowed 'o look upon ham a 
very great offenders. Our Saviour not re- 
prove his diſciples for thinking "thoſe: Galileaxs, 
whoſe blood “ Pate had wp: 3 with their ſa- 
erf e to be vety great finners 3 but for think- 
them to be greater ſinners than themſelveß, 
is indeed a temper of mind 1 incon- 


— true repentance. e. 
We are allowed then to fu the ft 
to be great finners, and that the earth- 


quake was 7 inflicted for fin; and if 
ek wer warts. bye. mo ER RO that” 
ca, e n this divine judgment 
— it will be our wiſdom to take wuarn- 
e to avoid it as a fatal ſnare: 
and ſurely — Holinls things in them, which 
God has, in all ages; g en een 


vere chaſtiſement. As, 53 end 5 


Firſt, Idolatry. It is i but that you, 
Sir, — have heard of the ſtupid profaneneſs 


and idolatry of theſe people ; of their mock pro- 
ceſſions, and barbarous mi of the Redeem- 
er's ſufferings, ſuch as was a to” human” 
nature; | and ſuch. as never tarniſhed the moiſt; 
profane rites of Heatheniſm. Such fapperies, 
this horrible puniſhment, ſhould caution us care- . 
fully to avoid; and to: avoid every means that 
would lead us into them. It thould make ade. 
„See Luke xiii. 2. Abt 10 
1 n Fully 
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fully abids by the goſpel of Chriſt, Which is the 
wer of God to ſalvation to every one that be- 
ieves ; and wherein is revealed the righteouſneſs 
of God from faith to faith. It ſhould make us 
careful to live up to it, leſt, for neglecting ſo 
great ſalvation, God ſhould give us up to j2 
deluſions to believe ſuch lies, and to worſhiꝑ and 
ſerve the creature more: than the-Creaters! ho is 
bleſſed for ever. bol C2400] ben *« NM boold 210 "35 7 
- Secondly, Perſecution. We all-know;) that at 
the bathatous inquiſition reigned in all its 
horrers, and that Aenne br there fallen a 
ſacrifice to it, whoſe blood: has; long cried aloud 
farwengeance; und we know, that perſecutors 
haue been W att ſeverely puniſhod in all a: 
that, taught oy ti dernde geren. ee 
carefully avoid this crime u crime af ſo deep a 
dye, [that in ts higheſt: ſtage, when it ftrikes at: 
the truth as duch, t becomes irremiſſible;: and 
can never be forgivyn either in this world, or in 
that which ia to c. Lallow, that theſe people 
are unected tt us by every tie but that of reli - 
ion; but this of itſelf conſtitutes ſo vaſt a dif- 
Tonk that whenever we ate diſpoſed to ſp 
moſt fawourably of their failings, and attribute 
then to the prajudices of education, or the Weak · 
neis of human judgment, we ſhould ſtill remem- 
ber, that we are Proteſtants, and they wert Pa- 
iſts : ant indeed; to us, as Proteſtants and Chri- 
3 there ĩs ſomething in this divine judgment 
ſo very remarkable, that, if rightly conſidered, it 
it may greatly confirm us in bob. 
As Proteſtants, we all look for che deſtruction 
of Antichriſt and his * and here we 7 | 
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hold @ city whoſe unequalled trade, iu gold, and 
filver, and precious ſtones, was a proper: type of 
that. ſpiritual merchandiſe ſo many hundred years 
vended by her mother Rome; like whom che was 
buile upon ſeven hills; like hom, as a moſt o- 
bedient daughter, ſhe was a neſt of idolaters and 
perſecutors ! And as ſhe was ſo like her mother in 
every thingy ive have all the reaſon in the world 
to think, that Rome like L Liſbon ſhall one day be 
puniſhed, Moſt remarkable it is, s, that on 1 
day which ſhe had abuſed to rod the eternal God 
of his honour, and to giye it to the hole hoſt of 
heavens on tlie day mak ſhe had abuſed 1 
ſnedding the blood of thouſauds; on that very 
day God came; down to hold, his 27h de fd. and 
ber own! blood . was. required. Thus, when cher 
mother Rome ſhall ſay, It a a queen, and am 17 
teidbzv, | and ſbull ſee 10 gi2 — very day 
ſhall ber | plagues rome, „band mourning, und 
famine, and ſhe ſhall be utterly burnt with fire, for 
in the: Lord God abu juuges be.. 
55 on Chriſtians, We all look and wait for the 
ng af our Lord unto jud and there- 
fore — apaifpecial regard. to every token ot 
——— He himſclf has told us, that, be- 
fore his coming, there ſhall be ſigus in the ſun, and in 
and in be ftars, and upon the earth, diftreſs. 
perplaxity, i he ſea und tht waves roars 
—— 3 and far look-. 
. — thoſe bing t xuhich are coming upon the. 
earth ;. far: the pouent af heaven : ſhall: e ſhaken. 
When therefore we ſee cry things coine to 
paſs, we ſhould lift u t heads, for our re- 


demption draw nigh. {Nor peo we to feat, if 
5 


Chriſt 


4 
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Chriſt dwells in our hearts by faith; if we are 
rooted and grounded in love, though the heavens 
and the aire away, and their place be found 
no more; erde i bade i with u and 
„ In whom I am, 


ee eee Reverend Sir, B | 
Your fincere. wellwiſher, Gr. 


* . ws 3 x . 
n — 


— 
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— Dear and Reverend Sir, G 

OU need no apology for delaying vera 
ſwer to my letter. You have a precedent to 
„ Which muſt, if not ſatisfy, yet ſtrike me 
dumb: but I propoſe, if the Lord hit, to be 
more for the future, in acknowledgi 
the favours I receive from my valuable and 
correſpondents ; A whom! Waben 


EY 


Mr 4 
| I am much obliged for your very juſt and very 
 unportant remarks. me ſuch an idea 


of your knowledge in the things of Chriſt, and 
your acquaintance with experimental religion, 
that I muſt. beg leave to lay before you the plan 
e 
goſpel- holineſs; with an earneſt requeſt, you 
n gorouſiy examine it, and freely paſs your 

2 upon it; Tugge ings where ever it is 
improper, the means of rectifying it; where: ever 
eee rr 


2 1 PLAN. "=> 
| Pleafure and happineſs of Chit religion, — 
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we muſt partake of the comforts of the goſpel; 
before we can be fitted to 
law.—Theron 


practiſe the duties of the 
oppreſſed with fears, on account of 
his numerous fins ; di with doubts, on 
account of his imperfect obedience; the cordials 
of the goſpel are readminiſtered, with ſome addi- 
tional ſpirit and ſtrength. —Holineſs, - goſpel-ho- 
C. lineſs,. its nature, neceſſity, excellency— The 
* endowments. neceſſary to fit us for the practice of | 
holineſs; a perſuaſion of our reconciliation. to 
God, the hope of everlaſting happineſs, and an 
aſſured expectation of grace ſufficient for us; — 
The grand efficient of holineſs,” the bleſſed Sptrip; 
the principal inſtrument, faith. This renevs 
the diſpute concerning the aſſurance of faith. 
Objections to it ſtated, diſcuſſed, anfwered— 
Holineſs more particularly delineated in its ſe- 
veral branches, and deduced” from, er founded 
upon, evangelical principles; ſuch a, I pefeech 
you by the mercies of Gad: Jr are bought With a 
price © Ye are the temples f thi" living Cod: God + 
bath forgiven you, &c All theſe poi) tho! 
not hereditary, yet indefeatible.; on di final. per- 
ſeverance of believers. - This emi >condus |. © 
cive to holineſs The ſcriptures, prayer; Lord's | 
ſupper, when mixed with faith; are eſſedtual means 
of holineſs.-Our' friends! part,» and\retew their 
epiſtolary correſpondence: -- eri deſirous to 
glorify the God af hiv ſalvation, afl advice con- 
cerning the beſt method of family-worſhip, edu- 
cating children, inſtructing ſorvants, and. edify- 
ing his acquaintance.qrOn each of theſe, parti 
Aſpaſio ſatisfies his inquiry; enlarges on the 
ſubje& of education, efpegially the education gf 
2 Mot] daughters, 


— 
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daughters, as that ſeems to be moſt neg lected, or the 
proper manner of conducting — underſtood.— 
Letter on tbe covenant grare; comprifing the ſub- 
ſtance,/ and being a kind of recapitulation of the 
preceding volumes. Lerter on the way of living 
by faith i the Sw of God, 07 the — reducing 
all the ge to. ſuitable War 
ſcized-with a ſuddev and fatal-Alneſs. His ſen- 
— 12 dehaviour in his llt moments. 600 


This, dear Sit, is my | ou; h draught. Apply 
the compaſſes and ber examine it With 
your rule and line. . Iniprove my plan; aſſt me, 
with 1 mm and pri e Except e the work; 
and may the great er-builder enable me to 


bring forth he" 15 -ſtone,. for the hondur of his 


holy name, and for the edification of his choſen 
ple. am, dear Sir, with" unfeigned affec- 


ion, your brother! in Chriſt. r -d 


4209 Ir 911 eRQQ 1}, 
N. B. As Mr. Hettey did nat live to a e gien 
oa he war bimfelf e that be ſhould not; 
be dgſired, in his preface 4% Marſhall en Sancti fica- 
tion, that Marſhall might be conſier 


ed as a 
to Theron and Aſpaſio, and as n bin of Jubfutute for 
—— obiifone Joliet accord- 
ing to the. plan bene propgiad. Hir words are, I 
% by theſe preſents depute Mr Marſhall to Jupply 
* 3 hg grant reer IV. p. 434. file 

Do 21 net 210 30 ho A7 . 
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Will take a hundred of Jentis Exe cp mae rreah 
ö is not altered, ſince 1 


promiſed 
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promiſed this nor my charity- purſe drained.— 
Tis a uſeful hook to give aw. 
I am glad, Fenbss Meditatzons/ fell, and I hope, 
the Lord will make them a bleſſing to the reader : 
tis pity they cannot be comprized in leſe than 
two yolumes R.. ĩ⅛§ud: 2 as + 

Does Mr ss want amuſement ? Let him take 
your friend Dr Young's advice: | 
Wa he es rn Oe e 144 
Does Mrs * want it? Vou ſhould teach het 
to delight in God, and to rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus. 
A certain gentlewoman in Miles s. Lane, whom 
you once reptoved, has been taught to find her 
oouſolation, not in the; entertainments of the 
ſtage, but in the aſſured hopes of heaven. 
Have you given, ſo and ſo, to the poor ? Af 
your) heart, hether ycu gave out of love to your 
dying Saviour ? Was this the motive? It would 
then be uniuerſaly influential; and you would 
think you could never do enough. for his honour. 
If an earthquake ſhould happen, alk; Mr , 
(that advocate for the theatre), if he would like to 
be fouad in the play-houſe, and go from the 
boxes, or pit, to the great tribunal? Indeed, in- 
deed: the ſtage * is indefenſibl ee. 
one ent c12vailod Sach Thanks 


22010 1 mio 
Fy A 14 » od cl 11 — EY. = — * 8 * 
+ 4 418 rr #4 N » 4 — 4 1 * 1048 17 4 


MAW 

See Law's abſol the flage fully demonſir 
ted. And likewife Witherſpoon's os inquiry he the 8:23 
and ect of the flage, being an attempt to thew that contribu- 
ting to the ſupport of 2 public theatre is inconſiſtent” with the 
character of 4 Chriſtian;—This was reckoned by Mr Hervey 
the moſt maſtexrly piece ever printed on the ſubject—Twas 
4 ö 
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Thanks for delivering my meſſage. I wiſh: 
a ſafe ee and the continual guidance of 
en.! r [4401651 
99 age; _—_ 8 47 ble 
pardon haſte. 8 wy 1 jy 


— 


e EEE R ANI. 
Madam, 


AM pleaſed not .2 little, 60 hear a dr of 
1 your fine ſenſe and blooming years, declare, 
at an inquiry relating to everlaſtin 


ſalvation 
has taken up much of her thoughts. Let 
me entreat you to go on, and imitate that ex- 
cellent woman, whoſe gyric is uttered, by 
wiſdom and truth itſelf ; Mary bath choſen that 
better part, which ſhall not be taken from ber. 
_ You inquire, Whether the elect of God 
have not an inward aſſurance, that they. ſhall 
4 be ſayed ? Tour caſuiſt takes leave to an- 
ſwer the queſtion; by aſking another. Why 
ſhould ih, and I, Madam, have this ai- 
furance ? 1 not a bleſſing intended for 
Chriſtians in general? Ve tuo, ſays the _ 
ſtle, . that we gre paſſed from death unto life. 
ſays not I and ſome eminent ſaints, — but — 
* 12 thoſe believers to whom he wrote, 
© _ thoſe among whom he preached, and all thoſe 
| who hereafter ſhould believe through his word. 


n the conneftion. between the defirine of juſtification and * 
imputed righteo hes of, Jo Cbeifls and" hebags neſs of life — 

He wrote Chara#eriſtics, which have been much 
„ and Ivelineſs of the 


Is 
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iſh. Is not this a moſt e On 
of the other hand, can thing | be more afflicting. 
AL than a ſtate of ſuſpenſe with rd to this all 


important affair ? To be in ſuſpenſe whether my 
1. final lot will fall, ia the regions of endleſs miſery, 


BY or the manſions of ete „or 2— 2 | 
| at 'Cre- 


—Can it be the will 
ator, that we ſhould dead our N in : this fad 
— and er hoes, TR Fw 
ble 
But have we a warrant for this afrancs * 
We have the beſt of warrants, ern 
If your papa * .you a ond ear- 
rings, or (which i improved, will be 
much more ornamental) a neatly-printed Bible; - 
do not you look upon this as a ſufficient warrant 
to call theſe preſents your own'? Do not you reſt 
fully aſſured, that, by, virtue of your parent's gift, 
they are your unqueſtionable property ?—Perhaps 
you will ſay, where has God almighty done any 
thing like this? where has he given ſalvation or 
life eternal to me ge pleaſed to conſult 1 Jour 
2 and you perfethy arufatry which, I 
„will prove perfectl and highly 
ce. Lern + An 
11 this ſpoken to me ro you, Madam z to 
the young ladies of your acquaintance, and to 
every one that reads it. Life eternal is given, 
juſt, as the manna was * in the wilderneſs. 
The manna, that eac ry Mraelite might 
gather and eat it. Life L , that every poor 
„ ſinner may receive and enjoy it.—But I have no 


F And this is the record, that Coed hath given te us eternal 
life and _ this He is in his Son. 


A A EE", 


merit, 


| vilege and your duty, to 3 _ 
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merit, nothing to deſerve it.— Then you have 
juſt as — as the all- gracious God requires. 
Without maney,- and without price, is his hounti- 
ful declaration. -Freely; and abſtracted from all 
deſerts, are his generbus terms. ou have no 
merit, Madam, and I have leſs than none. But 
has our divinely- excellent Redeemer nothing me- 
rĩtorious ? Far: his: ſake, this — and: 
lorious gift is conferred: , Not we ourſelves, but 
us Chriſt the e has obtained 4 
redemption for us. 

May I then aſſuredly believe, that God: gfe 
eternal life to me.?— May - you- glorify : God's' 
truth? may you glorify: his grace? may you glo- 
rify the death and obedience of his beloved 8on? 
If bo, then you may, you ought;' it is your pris 


mighty freely gives to you etetnal life. 

When - you. receive this gift, look . * K 
as your portion; live in the moſt comfortable ex- . 
pectation of it; relying on valuable in 
yourſelf, but depending entirely upon the faith- 1 
promiſe of him who cannot lie. Then you 


ful p 
will feel your heart inclined to love your moſt 
adorable Benefactor, L then you will ſtudy to 
him in all your converſation, then you will be L 
truly holy, —All which is, 2 great, bare 
wiſhed — amiable Miſs „%% 1 


"Your moſt obedient fervant, 1 a 
 Janzs n 


* I g 


of * 
3 
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D 
Keep Mr E—'s ſermon for no other reaſon,” 
than to prevent its going into other hands. 
wa am aſhamed and ſorry to ſee, that ſo celebrated 
g college as — ſhould ſend out ſuch a teacher of 
ad divinity. . However, I muſt acknowledge one ex- 
cellence in this gentleman, He acts prudently 
a at {caſt} in not over-loading his pages with, quo- 
nations from ſcripture. Thoſe ſtubborn prag- 
a matical things might, perhaps, have riſen up, 
I's ſtared him in the face, and confronted his no- 
o- WM £205: 7 he righty judges, will ſerve his 
12. nurn, much better than St Paul. Who is Phila- 
lethes f Ceftrienſis ? I ſee nothing valuable in his 
1- MW vork, bur what comes from the paper-mill and 


dhe printing- preſs; the paper and type are indeed 

= wat ton What a wild ro palin is that, 
| page 124. namely, * That by faith in Jeſus 
« Chriſt, we underſtand the perſuaſion of the 
& mind, that Teſus Chriſt was ſent from God to 
« redeem, and to inſtrut,mankind ?” At this 
rate, the very devils are endued with the Spirit 
of our God: They believe with this perſuaſion - 
of the mind, that the Chriſtian revelation is true, 
—Amidſt fo many palpable. errors, who ſhall 
lead us into truth ? He that is our gracious Ma- 
fter, and our wonderful ,Counſellor. Dear Sir, 
let us look unto him, that he may, according to 


* Philal:thes Ceftrienſis, is the feigned name of a gentle- 
man, who wrote the book Mr Hervey here mentions, entitled, 
An impartial inquiry into the nature of that faith which is re- 
"1 quired in th: goſpel, at neceſſary to ſalvation. 


K his 
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his promiſe, guide ut co Next to the 
holy word of God, let us ſtudy ' Marſhall on 
fantification. For my part, I am never weary of 

7 tha that incomparable and moſt comfortable 
Are you, dear Sir, always thinking, how 
ood may be done? I fay with David; The Lord 

od of Abraham, Tſaac, and of Iſrael our fathers, 

keep this for ever in the inaginatian of the 

_— Y beart of his ſervant ! 1 Chron. 

Xxix. 18. | 5 

As the public ſervice of our church is becotne 
ſuch a formal lifeleſs thing, and as it is too ge- 
nerally executed by perſons ſo dead to godlineſs 

in all their converſation, I queſtion, whether. it 
will be opere pretium, to publiſh the exhorta- 
tions to miniſters and to a devout attendance on 
the church-ſervice, which you propoſe. I ſhould 
much rather ſee from your pen two or three live- 
ly and animating forms of morning and even- 
ing prayer, with clear and ſhort directions, how 
22 aright, and a proper method of daily 
examination. This printed in a halfpenny 

phlet, we might give away to any body, 
indeed to every body: And if one in twenty, ot 

even one in fifty proved ſucceſsful, our pains 

and expence would be abundantly recompenſed. 

We ſhould alſo hereby have ſome handle to lay 

+. holdon h ritical, ſelf-deceiving ſouls, We 

| might lay, Neighbou r, have you got thoſe pray- 
ers by heart? do you conſtantly uſe them, and 
examine yourſelf daily by thoſe queſtions ?—In- 
deed, indeed, the exhortatians you propoſe, would 
only exaſperate the clergy.—'Tis dangerous to 

| this. ch | * | "td 8 
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meddle with them, or their proceedings. —You 
are, I hope, in the way of duty, and that is the 
way of peace and ſafety. You may do much 
good, by dropping a word for Chriſt, on proper 
occaſions. You don't know, how your words: 
are, by the generality, regarded ; and it is im- 
poſſible for tongue to tell, how kindly our' con- 
deſcending Mas r ER will take the leaſt attempts, 
which proceed from the love of his name. 
I intend ſoon to return Dr Watts on the love 
of God.—l wiſh it was reprinted. —Pray did you 
ever read Dr Delaune s ſermons? He was preſi- 
dent of St Yobn's College, Oxford; and famed, I 
am told, for being a moſt accompliſhed gentle- 
man. He really has more of the truth of the 
goſpel in his twelve ſermons, than in all the po- 
lite ſermons I ever read in my life. For my part, 
I ſet no ſtore by our modern diſcourſes ; nay, 
I can hardly bear to read ſuch inſipid unevan-. 
gelical harangues. Much rather would I read an 
oration in Tally, or a difſertation of Senecas. 
When you can ſpare the, Rev, Dr Braunes 
Eſtimate, and likewiſe his two ſermoas ,preached 
at the cathedral-church of Car/ſe in 1746, juſt 
favour me with a ſight of them. I preſume, they 
will not tell me of Jeſus which was crucified, - 
therefore I ſhall ſoon be ſatished with their com- 
pany ; for though I may find ſome amuſement 
from his fine ſtyle, and ſtriking ſentiments, yet 
I can find no conſolation in any name, nor in 
any thing, but only in the grand propitiation 
and everlaſting righteouſneſs of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt —Thanks for Dr Aken/ide's 
Ode to the country- gentlemen of England, He wrote 
Vor. VI. Ne 29. | _ 
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this with a very good intention, and he is cer- 


tainly a man of genius, but to me this ode reads 
ſomewhat flat : I fear, it will not rouſe and ani- 


mate, like the poems * of Hyrtæus. 

This probably will find you returned in ſafety 
from your journey.—When the journey ot life 
is over, I hope we ſhall fit down together in ever- 
laſting reſt ; and ſee his glory, who endured the 
ctoſs, and deſpiſed the ſhame. Till then, and 
then much more, ſhall I be . 
LF £54: ny M-yſt affectionately yours, 
IAM EZS HZRVE x. 


* N , 


— . — 
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AN Ks to my dear friend for the peruſal 

1 of Dr Ghnm's poem, entitled, The day of judg- 
ment. It is not void of elegance and ſpirit; but, 
methinks, it wants that energy and peil, which, 
on ſo intereſting and ſolemn an occaſion, ſhould 
awe, tranſport, and agitate our ſouls. But the 
great deficiency is, that neglect of Jeſus Chriſt, 
He is, indeed, ſlightly mentioned, juſt at the 
cloſe ; but he ſhoald have made the diſtinguiſhed 
figure throughout the whole piece. St Paul 
calls the day of judgment, the day of Chriſt. 
We muſt all ſtand before the judgment-ſeat of 
Chriſt ; then ſhall we behold the glorious ap- 
pearing of the great God, even of our Saviour 


* Tyrtaqus was a poet, of Athens, who by his poem, pro- 
nounced at the head of the army, inſpired the Spartans with 


ſo much courage and contempt of death, that they obtained 
a glorious victory. | 
ha . ' Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt. But not a glimpſe of this is ſeen 
in Dr Glynn's poem. 

— Do you aſk, what I think of the polite 
*##* 's ſermon ? It is a mere moral eſſay, not 4 
ſermon zit wants the light of Chriſt. —To ſpeak 
the truth, I think it an ercant Cyclops. | 


Monſtrum, borrenduni, cui lumen ademptum. 5 
A hideous, eycleſs monſter. Virgil, An. b. III. 


From ſuch preachers and ſuch ſermons, good 
Lord deliver us! Is any remedy for fins compa- 
rable to the blood, the righteouſneſs, the inter- 
ceſſion of a divine Redeemer ? Pity, ten thouſand 
pities, ſo great a man (for ſo the author really is) 
ſhould not know, or ſhould totally ö the 

grand peculiarity of the goſpel. It grieves me to 
tink, ſuch unchriſtian do&rine ſhould be thus 
propagated. If a fair opportunity offers, I would 
gladly bear my teſtimony againſt ſuch enormous: 
perverſion of 4 pel of Chriſt. | 

cannot think 22 manuſcript ſermon which 
you have now ſent me, is of ſuch diſtinguiſhed 
xcellence, as to deſerve publication. It does 
not ſeem calculated either to alarm, to comfort, 
or impreſs.— There is nothing of the orator, no 
carching application, no ſtriking addreſs.— The 
preface is not ſo judicious as I could wiſh; it an- 
icipates what is ſaid under the following heads, 
and renders ſome part of them tautological.— 
The text is not exhauſted. Of ſeveral emphati- 
al words no notice is taken. I fay unto you, Ye 
all in no caſe; of the kingdom of heaven no- 
hing particular is ſaid. Indeed, there is a hint 
or two in e referring to this ſubject; 


* 2 but 
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but too rambling, indiſtinct, and not with ſuch 
a ſimilarity to the text as might be obſerved. — 
The N ſuppoſes all his hearers to be of the 
ſame character, and ranks them all in one claſs. 
A practice which diſcerning voy will not ad- 
mire, and which is hardly conſiſtent with the a- 
poſtglical rule, rightly dividing the word of truth ; 
or with our Lord's direction, fo give each hit por- 
tion, ſuited to their reſpective ſtates. —I love Mr 
R *#** as a worthy good man, but I declined the 
office of reviſing his ſermon, becauſe I was ſen- 
ſible I could not make it ſuch, as I ſhould chuſe 
to ſee printed. However, if it is printed, I hear- 
tily with the bleſſing of the Lord may attend it; 
that true religion may be promoted, and immor- 

tal ſouls edified. | | 7 
When the Pope is inſtalled, he is reminded of 
this moſt weighty truth; Senfe Pater, dies æter- 
nitatis cogita. Let me fay,—Vir dileci iſime, dies 
æternitatis cogita. We were all pleaſed with your 
laſt converſation. It was like your book, and 
like yourſelf.— Remember, my dear friend, when 
you are in company, that you have written a pi- 
ous book, and do not invalidate all your exhorta- 
tions to others, by forgetting them in your own 
converſation. Tis this, ah ! tis this, that de- 
ſtroys what we build; confirms people in luke- 
warmneſs, and does unſpeakably more miſchief 
than can be enumerated in this letter, —Let 15 
corrupt communication preceed out of your mouth, ſays 
St Paul, but that which is good to the uſe of ediſying. 

that it may minijler grace to the bearers. 
The paper you inquire after is loſt in the inma- 
ne barathrum of my Icoſe papers. If ever it e- 
5 | | merges, 


fate of tyranny, 
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merges, it ſhall be reſtored. May my friend's / 
ſoul be not as the preſent ſtate of the paſtures and 
meads, but as a watered n, w ale waters 
fail not. 
I have peruſed Mr Witherſpoon - Eſa ay on im 
ed righteouſneſs ; may we every da ence 
— dee ficacy, on which his Kervurte 
turns. San#ify them, faith our Lord, by thy truth. 
Il thank you fo your admonition. . I will bear 
it in my memory, and may our divine Maſter en- 
able me to obſerve it 8 
h, for a candid ſpirit! It gives graceful. 
neſs to our cauſe ; it diminiſhes not the weight 
of our argument, and ſurely it does honour . to 
the Chriſlian character. 
Thanks for Mr Maſon's * Odes. Poliſhed ; 
performances ; but not equal, in my judgment, 
to his Hit, or his Monody. on Pope. I think, I 
could point out a defect or two in theſe poems, 
but nothing defective could I diſcern in thoſe. 
'Tis pity but gratitude to the ſupreme Benefactor 
actuated our hearts, and guided. our pens. The 
rich benefits of Memory diſplayed by the elegant 
Mr Maſon! and not one acknowledgment to the 
bleſſed Author of all. The poet ſhines, bur 
n is the r — . am ever _ | 


| - © =» * 2 - 
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| Should think my friendſhip- very weak, nid 
quite unfledged, if I could be offended with 


Oder on e the 
U 3 | the 
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the freedom, for which you apologize. Thoſe 
who were anciently united in the bonds of Chri- 
ſtian friendſhip, had this generous ſentiment for 
their mouo,—Ancerus omnia communia, prone 
UXOTES. 

I rejoice with you in the hopeful young gen- 
tleman's recovery ; a pledge, 
nent proficiency, and extenſive: einne in — 
goſpel- cauſe. 

- I acquieſce entirely in Dr c. 8 ; ah 
haps, if there was much of the pure evangelical. 
peculiarity in the recommendatory — it 
might be a nnen circumſtance to ſome read- 
ers. 

Mr *#* is very obliging ; his cautions are v 
friendly. I will not ſpeak. fo plainly to Mr W. 
as to him. I wiſh, if it be God's us will, 

that your little treatiſe may be like Dr Doddridge's 
—— acceptable to every reader. Vou fan: by 
the ex preſſions I have taken the liberty to under- 
line, that Mr *** ſees the truths of Chri- 
— inverted, juſt as we ſee objects in a con- 
cave ſpeculum. The good works, according to 
his ſcheme, are the — cauſe, and the 
bleſſed Redeemer only like the maſter of the ce- 
remonies, merely to introduce them with a 
grace. No, we have not ſo learned Chriſt; he is 
our righteouſneſs, as well as our ſanctification. 
We are accepted in the Beloved : In bim ſhall al 
i bs be juſtified, 8 
— This is the epidemical miſtake, but | 
God will ſend out his light and his truth, 
and rectify our miſapptehenſions I dare ſay, 
| ® Friegds have every rn in common except their. 2 
$6) that 


C 


I truſt, of his emi- 


r 
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that amiable and accompliſhed gentleman, that 
exemplary and ſhining Chriſtian, that very zea- 
lous and ſucceſsful preacher, Mr T——-n, will be 
highly pleaſed to teceive the preſent of your little 
treatiſe ; his good heart will exult to ſee your open 
acknowled L568 of the Saviour whom he fo dear- 
ly loves. ” F hops to ſee you, or hear from you, 
before you take your journey; and am, with 


increaſing eſteem and affection, 
. Moſt tially yours. 


[4 * 


N 
OUR very | kind preſent is come to our 
* hands, and has made its 1 You 
_ me, as Theron ſays, ' uν,r a 
All I can ſay, is, May the Lord ſupply your 
every need (both bodily and ſpiritual) hy 
to his riches in glory by 7 Chriſt Jeſus. © - '- 
I am ſorry, my brother wrote fo warm a let- 
ter to Mr A about his attempt to purchaſe the 
cloſes at Wefton, which lie fo commodious for us. 


— The world's maxim is, Catch as catch can. 


But dur Saviour's direction is, Be anxious for no- 
thing. Never fear, but we ſhall make a ſhift 
withour theſe cloſes to paſs through the wilder- 
neſs, and arrive at the heavenly — Were 
not your thoughts upon that eternal home, when 
you attended Mr L***'s 2 to the tomb? One 
of che texts, to which directed my people on 
Sunday, was * 2 Cor. v. 1. and Which, 1 hope, the 


Meno, that if our earthly = of this tabernacle were | 
diſſolved, we have a. building ꝙ God, a' houſe not made with 


hands, eternal in the heavens. 
U 4 omnipreſcut 
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omnipreſent God is now im refling on their con- 
ſciences, and mixing with faith. 

Ihe elegant Paterculus 1 here return; and the 
evangelical Marſhall I recommend to your repeat- 
ed peruſal. I wiſh you ſtudied him more; for 
then you would like him better than you ſeem to 
do at preſent; you own there are many excellent 
directions in him; and thoſe parts which you 
now think obſcure, would not appear ſo on a 
more intimate acquaintance with the author. 

I am glad to hear ſuch a character of Mr **. I 
hope you will be an inſtrument in our Lord's 

and, of improving his valuable diſpoſitions, of 
ripening the man of honour, into the ſervant of 
Chriſt.—I think Dr Aken/ide * has, if not ſpoiled 
his ode, much injured the dignity and wy of 
his ſentiments, by writing in Spencer's meaſure, 
and ſometimes in his drawling ſtyle.—“ While 
* he doth riot's orgies haply ſhare.” — For an 
ode, where we expect all the harmony of num- 
bets, and- the higheſt poliſh of language, this 
manner ſurely is improper.—l keep it a little long- 
er, perhaps it may pleaſe better on the ſecond 
reading. 

— wiſh you and your lady much joy at Chrift- 
mas, or rather all joy i in Chriſt. He is come, he 
is come to judge the earth; to do that for enſlaved 
and ruined mankind, which the heroic. judges of 
old did for 1/rge/,—to deliver them from bondage, 
and eſtabliſh them in peace. Is not this the ſenſe 
of P/al. xcvi. 11. 12. 13. 3. Ah ! what pity ! that, 
while ſo many heroes are celebrated, Jeſus the 
defire of nations, and the brightneſs of bis Father's 


| glory, 
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glory, ſhould be totally diſregarded. Thou high 
and holy one, ſince authors of genius with-hold 
the tribute of praiſe, glorify thy name by a worm, 
by impotence, by - James Hurver.. 


0” Fry be 8 


— —— 


LL 
Reverend and dear Sir, Weſtin, June 7. 1786. 
On't you take it amiſs, that I have anſwer- 
ed your laſt kind letter no ſooner! I have 
ſuch a multiplicity of epiſtolary engagements, and 
ſuch a poor pittance of ſtrength, that I cannot be 
ſo punctual in my acknowledgments, as my friends 
may expect, and as I myſelf wiſh. A 
You defired to ſee Mr Bayſes letter to me.— 

1 here incloſe it; and it ſhould have been ſent to 
you earlier, but 1 could not find it amidſt the 
confuſed heap of my papers till yeſterday.—lI am 
very ſorry to hear he is ſo ill, as there is little 
robability of expecting any thing further from 
his maſterly pen.—l really think his little poem, 
entitled Deity, (in which he is not unmindful of 
the great Redeemer), is as uſeful and fine a piece 
of poetry “ as moſt in the Enxgliſß language: 
ſo much admire it, that I have .inſenliblyas it 
were got it by heart. God grant that it may be 
influential on every reader. Ai 
I was reading the other day a curious book 
written by Mr Fleming, and entitled, The fulful- 
ling of the ſeriptures complete; in which I met with 
a valuable quotation from Zyuther's letter to Me- 
lanchthon, who was then in much anguiſh on the 
apparent hazards of thoſe times. If this“ (ſays 


* Sce Letter XXIX. vol. V. 


Luther) 
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Luther) ** be the cauſe of God, and not of man, 
then all the burthen ſhould be caſt on him. Why 
doſt thou afflict and torment "thyſelf, ſeeing God 
hath given his Son for us !—Why do we tremble 
or fear ! Will he forſake us in ſmaller things, 
who has given us fo great a gift 7—!ls Satan 
ſtronger than God ?—Should we fear the world, 
which Chriſt has overcome? If the cauſe we con- 
tend for be not the truth, let us change; but if 
the cauſe be holy and juſt, why do we not credit 
the promite and faithfulneſs of God ?—lt is cer- 
tain Satan can reach no farther than this preſent 
life; but Chriſt reigneth for ever, under whoſe 
protection the truth now is; he will not fail to be 
with us unto the end.—If he be not with us, I 
beſeech you tell me where he ſhall be found ?— 
If we be not of his church, do you think that the 
Biſhop of Rome and our adverſaries are of it? We 
are indeed ſinners; but Chriſt is true, whoſe 
Cauſe we have in hand; which he has hitherto 
maintained without our counſel, and fo he will 
do unto the end.” —Mr. F then juſtly ob- 
ſerves, that Luther reſted on Chriſt, when all 
viſible props broke under him. 
What animating conſiderations. are theſe 80 
all the diſcouragements we may meet with in our 
miniſterial labours?— How does the work of the 
Lord proſper in your hand? May you be in this 
reſpect as a fruitful *bough by the wall; may 
your people ſit under yout ſhadow with great de- 
light, and mg fruit be ſweet unto them. 


Lam yours, &c. 


The 
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| The following is a genuine copy of Mr Boy . 


letter * to Mr bed 


Reverend and, dear Sor i bed 
| hen your tender admonitions and excellent ad- 
vice, Lam truly indebted to you; as they dit 
cover a generous and compaſſionate concern for my 
better patt.- I bleſs God I have reaſon to hope, that 
reat work is not to do; for of all the marks of in- 
join I know amongſt men, there can be none 
equal to that of truſting to a death - bed repentance. 
I do not pretend to vindicate my own conduct, 
—Nnor can I ever forget the very Chriſtian ſenſe 
of my condition and misfortunes, which (not- 
withſtanding all my miſbehaviour) you have ſo 
pathetically expreſſed.— The follies of my youth 
have furniſhed a plentiful harveſt of reflection for 
my latter years. As I have been now for a long 
time in a manner buried from the world, ſo it 
has been my endeavour to ſpend that time in 


lamenting my paſt errors, and in purſuing a courte 


of life void of offence towards God and man. 

I have learned to truſt in God as my only 
portion, to bleſs him for his fatherly.correcy 
tions, which have been much, gentler than my 
demerit ; and by which 1 have been taught to 
know him and myſelf ; his infinite mercy and 
goodneſs; my own ingratitude and unworthineſs, 


1o that I may truly ſay with the. returning prodi- 


gal, Father, I have finned againſt heaven, and 4. 


gainft thee, and am not worthy to be called thy fon. 


Mr Boy/e died ſoon after he wrote this letter to Mr Her- 
vey.— His poem entitled Deity bas paled through ſeveral edi- 


— 
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My health is in a very precarious ſtate; and 
the greateſt hopes of recovery I have (which are 
very {mall) ariſe from warm weather and the coun- 
try-air.—!I thank God I am abſolutely reſigned to 
his holy and blefſed will. I have ſeen enough of 
the vanity and folly of earthly things, and how 
inſufficient they are to ſatisfy the defires of an 
immortal ſoul. I am ſenſible of my own wretch- 
edneſs and nothingneſs, and that my only hope 
of ſalvation is thro' that bleſſed Redeemer, who 
died to fave loſt ſinners.— This is my rock of hope 
againſt an approaching| eternity. 

May you long, Sir, taſte thoſe true and unfading 
pleaſures, which attend the practice of religion 
and virtue; and may you, by your ſhining ex- 
ample, be a means of turning many to righteouſ- 
neſs. This is the fincere and ever-grateful with 

of—your moſt obliged, and faithful ſervant, 


S. Boy sk. 


L ET TEN CLXVII. 
Dear Sir, : | 
| HE following is an extract of a letter, wrote 
by a young creature, labouring under an 
incurable diſtemper, and languiſhing in the near 
approaches of death. _ 5 
T am at this time more happy than tongue can ex- 
pre. Never did I feel fo much of the love of Chrift 
ſhed abroad in my beart, as now. He has gruen me 
full aſſurance, that he has, out of love to my ſoul, 
caft all my fins behind his back, (11. xxxviii. 1 


th 
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And ob ! why need I fear death, when the ſling is 
taten away ?—No! though I am a finner, yet I 
have an advocate with the Father : and though, while + 
I continue' in this vile body, I fear, I ſhall too often 
grieve him, yet is bis love flill the ſame ; wwhich makes 
me abhor myſelf, that ever IT ſhould fin againſt ſo kind, 
fo compaſſionate a Saviour.  _ | 

See by THis how the poor receive, how the 
poor believe, and how the poor adorn the gofpel 
of God our Saviour. Tris has indeed no great 
authority to dignify it, no flowers of eloquence 
to recommend it; nothing but the tranſparent 
ſincerity, and the native ſublimity of its piety. 
It breathes, however, the very ſpirit which I long 
to attain; and though it comes from a perſon'in 
low life and of no education, yet I beheve very 
few, even amongſt the names of higheſt diſtinc- 
tion for wit, genius, and learning, will be able, 
in the ſame circumſtances, to exerciſe the ſame 
magnanimity of mind.—l am yours, &c. * 


L ET T E R CLxVIY.. 


Dear Sir, Meſton-Favell, Auguft 1 3. 1756. 
Eſterday I received the favour of your letter; 
as ſurpriſed to find you fo near me; 
and grieved to hear of the occaſion. Oh! that 
both of us may be enabled to caſt all our care up- 
on the Almighty! for ſurely he who gave not 
| an archangel— not a world — but himſelf—his 
moſt bleſſe i ſelf for our ſins—ſurely he careth for 
us. | | 1 * 
Yes, dear Sir; I think from my very heart, 
that the grand controverſy which the King 'of 
Wy : heaven 
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heaven has with our nation, is for our prevailing 


yan of his moſt adorable Son Jeſus Chriſt : 
ift, compared with which every thing in carth 
y, is lighter than duſt upon the ſcale: A 


gilt by which an omnipotent and eternal God 


not only demonſtrates, but commands his love. 


MatchleG then and unſpeakable muſt it be !—_ 
See! how the prophet 1/azab exults and triumphs 

in this glorious gift, With an ardour of grati- 
tude, and with a — Fan of delight, he crics, 


To us a chili i born ; to us 4 Son ts given; in whole 


perſon is a dignity, and in whoſe righteouſneſs an 
efficacy, infinitely ſurpaſſing the power of thought. 
And ſhould not ſuch a gift be the darling topic 
of our converſation ; 5 the avowed um and 


ange to 


the general joy of our nation ? Yet, 


tell! afflictive to obſerve ! this „ 


gift is forgot, is rejected, or treated with the moſt 


cold indifference. Where are the people, who. 


mention it, or can bear to hear it mentioned in 
their company? Inſtead of being in raptures at 
the ſound, are they not diſguſted and chagrined ? 
—And does not God behold all this? Did he ever 


receive ſo horrid an affront, or is it poſſible for 


his creatures to act a more contumelious and diſ- 


dainful part ?—But whither am I running ?—Par- 


don me, dear Sir, pardon my full heart, —ny.. 


wounded heart, — which has concurred to aggri- 
vate this crying iniquity.—O ! that its invariable 


language, for the future, may be; God forbid, 
that I ſhould glory, or rejoice, or confide, ſave in 


the croſs of Chriſt Teſus my Lord: in him 1 have 


pardon of my fins; in him I have peace with 


God; in him I have eternal life. Therefore 


a * him 


r 


SW 
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« him firſt, him laſt, him midft, and without 
« end “,“ will I remember, acknowledge, celc- 
brate. 

Now you are come ſo far, could you not make 
alittle farther excurſion ? Could you not favour us 
with your company at Hh ? where you would 
find a plain houſe and a faithful heart open to re- 
ccive you.—l have no news from the litera 
world; and my orders to my bookſeller are "Tel 
But having occaſion to write, not long ago, to 
Amſterdam, I ſent for all m favourite author's 
works: Withus I mean; "the polite and pious; 
Witfus.—My bookſeller is reprinting in two vo- 
lumes, at my N Fenks's Meditations; which I: 
propoſe to recommend by a prefatory addreſs to 
the public.—Let me ſoon hear from you, if [ 
cannot ſee you.. And may your letter be in every 
ſenſe an Wer Ever yours, while 
JAMES HERvEy. 


1 , 0 


— 


IL. E T T E R CIXIX. 


Dear Sir, Weſton-Favell, March 3. 1756. 
N a preceding letter, I begged your ſolution of 

ſome ſcriptural difficulties. As you always 
uſed even to prevent my expectations, in a free 
and ſpeedy communication of your valuable ſen- 
timents ; and as I have not enjoyed that pleaſure. 
for a long ſeaſon, I am under ſome apprehenſions, 
that either you are viſited with ſickneſs, or my 
diſpatches have met with a miſcarriage. 1 hope, 
after the receipt of this, you will find ſome way 

to relieve me from my perplexity. | 
IMI Iro. 


Reading 


$20 SSL EDTDER Ewe 


voce bo alſo mate ki ire 
agree 19095 Tov 5 en 95 28th verſc. ls not 
our meth; tranflating verſe 20. ſomewhat 
forced, 1399 badly regonęileable wich the genius 
of the original language? 2 
Hab. 111. 5. V7, 7% 199 2. 'F This ntence talſo 


embarrafſed me a little. How does ũt. i as tranſ- 
lated in the Engh/b Bible, agree with the hiſtory? 
Is there any account or an int, that the peſti- 
leace went -before the " when? e deſcended 
on mount Sinai There 24 indeed a wonderful 
word, In To Gg ν,iͤ x e Does this paſ- 
ſage refer to the plagues inflifted:or the Jþ-ae/ites, 
for their murmuripg and rebellion:?+Ithiak not, 
becauſe the ſacred hyma appears calculated for 
the encouragement of the people, whereas this 
circumſtance would rather depthie their: ſpirits. 
Does it point at the plagues and the vengeance 
x n the Egyptians? This, I believe, is 
moſt probable, and perhaps, affords us the true 
meaning of the raſſage Pray, favour me, if 
you have health and leiſure, Age opinion, 
which, I aſſure you, is highly v and always 
thankfully received by, dear Sir, 


Your obliged, and 
affectionate friend, &c. 


What RIP was written before the receipt 
of your laſt. - ; 
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I thank you, dear Sir, for your letter, and 
thank you doubly, becauſe it is long. I received 
it on coming from my Wedneſday's evening - lecture: 
have read one ſheer, and entered upon the ſe- 
cond, but am now called down to family-prayer. 
II thall add no more, only let me defire you to 
favour me with the criticiſms mention. I 
beſeech the bleſſed God ro eſtabliſh your health 
and prolong your life, that you may enrich me 
and others with many of your letters, and much 
of your knowledge. 2... 


* 
lc A... — — — — - 


* 


* 


,, | 
My dear Friend, . - Saturday Morn. 
Congratulate you on the acceptance of your 
2s, little tract, and the uncommon demand for it. 
ot, MW net ua gratia parvis, is a maxim of more wiſdom 
for and weight than we eaſily apprehend. —May the 
Wis WM bleſſing of our Lord Jefus Chriſt accompany it, 
its. always and in all places -I muſt. defire you to 
ace MW excuſe my N upon. you. The ſeaſon is ſo 
is rigorous, I am afraid to ſtir abroad, I queſtion, 
rue whether I ſhall have courage to venture to Colling- 
if ee to-morrow. Vou know I am one of the ſnail- 
jon, kind, both in travelling, reading, and writing. 
My thanks to Mr Fenwict'; I have juſt peeped 
upon his “ work: I fear it will be thought by 
the world, too finely ſpun.—You once aſked my 
opinion concerning Dr Grey's laſt words of David 
divided according to the metre. I had not then 
read it with due attention. 1 lately peruſe] it 

* Thoughts on the Hebrew titles of the pſalms, endeavouring 
to diſcoyer their meaning, and point out their uſe. 

1 Kot. v.,, & * +2 1157 very 
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very carefully, and am charmed with the import- 
ance of his correction and the beauty of the paſ- 


ſage, as it ſtands amended by that Rf at 
critic. Though I muſt on, 1 don't admire the 


alteration ſuggeſted by. Biſhop Sherlock, in his let- 
ter to Dr Gry. A ſun ſhall rife as the morn- 


« ing,” ſrems to have very little ſpirit, and leſs 


propriety. I it not bordering upon dem s 
idem? What is the morning, bar the rag 


of the ſun]... Aſk our . friend's 
nion. If the ocker * paſſages: of ſcripture, — 
. n +- 4 tioned 

* Biſh ” Sherloth (fee 23. of Crey'slaſt words 
of David), In the fy (er agen TR en boker, &c. 
which you render, Stout lux matutina, oriente fole ; it would 


erke e e HEINE Wager ir boo hue n would be, 
(taking the ſun to be an ; the Ur 
Ox, this ſun ſhall be lixe bd genie btn of the worn 
ing, free from clouds, and when the earth, refreſhed by kind 
- ſhowers, is putting forth freſh verdure.— The e is beau- 
tiful, and gives an idea of a ſon that never {corches, but is 
ever gentle, and ſhining with a genial heat: A sun wirn 
HEALING UNDER HIS VIRES. 


+ Theſc pailages are entitled, 7h wc oft fuer Jager 


of Iſracl; 4266: @ 
Being, 5 
The book of Lamentations. 1 The ſong of tb, 
The Canricles, or Song of The N: dal. 


Songs. chap. iii. 
The 2 of Jacob, Gen ; The | prophecy of Balaaa, 
The e biens of Maſets, Deut. || The lamentation of David cati 


XXIII. over Saul and Jonathan, 
The ſong of Moſer, Ex:id.'\| Sam: i. 


The fo 75 * The be wonds of David, 

Ee eo. 3 * 

89 | 8. Tie er orf Hdnnah, 1 my 
A NW: - Sam i. thus 


win oder dener, party * the * Teſtament, "x has: 
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tioned by Dr Grey in the front of this little piece, 
as what he ſoon intends to publiſh, are as va- 
luably reſtored and as elegantly interpreted as this, 
the ſuppreſſion of them will be a great ſoſs.— 1 
will, on yout encduragement, go on with my book 
in my piddling way. Happy if my'own heart 
may be impreffed with the evangelical” truths, 
even though they ſhould” reach, as handled by 
this pen, no fatther,—T had like to have forgot 
Mr ***'s letter: and if I had forgot it, you 
might juſtly wonder at my upidity.” What 2 
man is hel Sure, the age does not produce a 
more genuine copy of his divine Maſter. What 
2 letter has he wrote! What dignity of ſenti- 
ment ! what true greatneſs of ſoul! what open 
neſs of heart what boldneſs of ſpeech, and juſt- 
neſs of reproof; ſweetened with what love | tem- 
pered with what humility!” How T love the excel- 
lent man Was not your foul aſhamed, while you 
read it and did not your heart burn within 
you, as the ie did when talking with Chriſt 
I am really afraid to read Spenſer s Fairy Queen. 
He is in fancy ſuperior, perhaps, to every poet, 
yet ſo luſcious in ſome of his repreſentations, 
which I have caſually dipped W it ĩs impoſ- 
ſible, for Mx at leaſt, to advert to them, without 
catching contagion. His pictures of this ſort are 
drawn with a good deſign. He makes his heroes, 


cording to the metre. To which will be added, notes critical 
and explanatory, ſerving beth to reſtore the text, and to give 
light to many parts of ir hitherto obſcured. The book of 7 
thus divided, with the ſong of Moſes, Deut. xxxiii. Dr Grey 
has already publiſhed, Vw TY 4 41 £44k 


» 
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victors of the ſoft allurements. But, I believe, 1 
few minds are ſo caſe-hardened againſt ſenſual \ 
pleaſure, as not to receive diſadvantageous im- J 
preſſions. I am therefore determined never to 0 
look into it again, never to gather the honey of 
poetry from the briers of contamination. Flee 
temptation; is the advice of an inſpired apoſtle, 

and I will pay the due regard to it. I am, dear 

Sir, with great reſpect, your moſt obliged, and 
very affecionate Abe Se. 
r 
. Li T N i E. R | CLXXI. 1 « 4 


SIR. e, Faveill, Dec. 6. 1756. pr 
| Rectived your obliging and valuable preſent of W tv 
the ſeriptural'® poems, wrote hy an American. to! 
It is an extraordinary performance, conſidering 
the diſadvantageous eircumſtances, under which 
the author laboured. A fpirit of zeal and devo- 
tion animates the whole. — There are too ſome 
elevated thoughts, and fine lines in it, particular- 
ly in that part of his poems, he entitles Man, 
fall and pxattation, er the Chriſtian eriunph. 
I hope the fale of it will anſwer your expecda- 
tion; and recompenſe the coſt you have beſtow- 
ed in printing it ſo clegantly, and on ſo fine a pa- 
20 . U 391367 aa 9 ep 3 


The author of theſe ſcriptural poems had no other educa- 
tion, than what a country-ſchoolmiſtrc!s could beſtow on him. | 
How far he improved by his own imdultry, notwithſtandig . 
the oppreſſive weight uf poverty and diſtreſs he laboured under, and 
theſe ſcriptural poems evidently-ſhew; 'as the fillies of true ge a ver 
nius are every where rvitibie-in his compolitions, Such a di out. 
 mond as this, even rough from its native mine, plays a ſpright W inſtr 
lier beam, than one of a more languid and feeble luſtre, That i the h 
has received the higheſt poliſh of education. Wan effed 
n f 4 . of Pet. 0:1 


inſtructive, as no man per 
the human heart, and the method he has laid down, for the 
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per.—But be that as it may, you have my beſt 
wiſhes that it may become the darling of the 
Public; and you have at the fame time che ne 
cere thanks of, Sir, 

at Sf] Your obliged, humble fervant, 


LETTER © 0 ge 


' Devr Sir, FOOL THY 11 

EL L our ingenious friend at TTY if [ did 

not give a direct anſwer to his queſtion, 
it was becauſe he had ſtated it improperly. His 
manner was like making a raw apothecury's ap- 
prentice the proper judge of a doctor's bill. It 
ſuch a chap ſhould take upon him to ſay, Doc- 
tor, your language is iner your recipes 
are injudicious, what anſwer would you make ? 
Some  ſych; anſwers muſt, be made, even to Dt 
C**# and Mr O**; if they or Dr O*** maintain 
or would inſinuate, ha myſtery, of ſanctifi- 
cation, as delineated by Marſhall, is unintelligi- 
ble and injudiciqus,: merely becauſe THEY do 
not immediately diſcern. its propriety. —I own; 
the third aud fourtly direction of Mr Marſhall ſeem 
obſcure *; but this does not ariſe from any im- 
proper manner" of treating the ſubjects, but 
pete: the myſterious nature of the * them- 
elves. | N | 


* W is | confcilely 2388 of obſcurity in WY third 
and fourth direction; and as Mr Marſball's directions are of 
a very evangelical nature, they will undoubtedly appear to be 
out of the common road; though his method is rcmarkably 
was ever better acquainted with 


eff eee practice of holineſs is'admirable. ' b 
X z N Thiss 
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This, fays Dr C, is my firm faith,“ that, 
„if we 70 well, we ſhall te accepted” through 
the merits of Chriſt > might refit af the Doc- 
tor whether he does well? Dare he ayow this, 
even 28 me his fellow- worm, and fellow- 
ſinner? How then will he maintain the preten 
ſion, defare that infinitely-pure God, in whoſe 
ſight the ver) heavens are unclean ?—But' I chuſe 
to aſk ip, (what may ſeem leſs offenſive), has he 
never read K the righteouſneſs of faith * ?-—of be- 
ing made righteous by one man's obedience + ?—6f 
e ſs imputed without works ff Now 
ſhould glad to Trarn, what the "Holy Spirit 
means by ble expteſſions? And if our worthy 
friend pleaſes to ſhew, how his faith can be made 
conformable to any one of theſe texts, I will un- 
dertake 't6 demonſtrate the conformity of my 
faith to them all. Ah! 'why ſhould we hug 
deſpicable .d reject a Tut or beautiful ap- 
parel? The Lord eſus enable us all to diſcen 
the things that are top 1 ; 
Let me, this Chri/imas, wiſh you wid Mrs 
all joy and peace in Chriſt Jeſus. Theſe are the 
true e of the „and therefor 


ſent b 
7 Your true fiend, Se. 
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Weftori, Saturday Morning. 


VUCH. I loved, and much I eſteemed ny 
dear friend before; but now, methink;, 
1 


love and eſteem him more, on account of his 
* Rom, z. & + Rom, v. 19: 1 Rom. iv. 6. | 
Ein 


' ſentiments, on poetry; and w 
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kind acceptance. of my free, admonitions —Do 


my dear friend,. let us remember how important 


the hours of our preſent, liſe, and, tte moments 
* op intercourte are. Dr I - ot Worceſter, 
Fane painting, can, though 
ng aged in great bu . and talk now 
en upon pings, Dr ( of St Albans, 

who has a fine genius for poetry, though amidſt 
a variety of employs, can write, and give his 
Gould not Dr 

S, though in an An ee ere af action, 
edify his acquaintance, by his tongue and pen, 
with ſome. religious hints. This, I chaak, is his 


Fo diſtinguiſhing talent; and. when he. pleaſes, I 
am ſure no man. 
ture better, or to converſe in a more ſtriking man- 


ows how to introduce ſcrip- 


ner. Oh] that a ſtricture of it may run through, 

brightepy ang and dignify his temper, bis TT 

hole converſation bos 2 

1 are perſectly right 1 in eſteeming thoſe au- 
thors, whole piety, beams through all their pages. 
And for this very reaſon, I eſteem, admire, and 
embrace Jenks's —.— > Marſhall on rehification ; 
and Witherſpoon” on the rn righteouſneſs of of 
Chriſt ; becauſe nothing has ſo efficacious and 
benign, an influence A true piety, as their doc- 
trines. Nothing ſo ſweetly calms the conſcience, 
ſo thoroughly — * the affection, or, to ſay all 


in a word, fo effectually ſheds abroad the love | E; 


of God in the heart. 

1 wiſh you and, Mons Ker, abendanc ofy come 
fort in Miſs Sephia. It was ſaid of 7 Nabal 
is his name, and folly is with, him, 1 San. xxv. 
25. So I ag of your 83 Sephia 
X 4 . 


328 ACOLLECTFEON: ket 174. 
is her name und may wiſdom be with ther her 


ven the . the wiſdom from above, Which 
1 ames {9 eHarmingly deſcr: bes in chap, MIL I. 


with cheit trül Vraffectioßate frieng cot 44 


K 


XIV. 00 t 


„ Launen 1. PEAR. 8 kf 117 


ee Pavel; — Ae) 
O WIN. dear friend, I have procured your 

favourite author} *Dewnane's'! 
re oguinft 1 or rr und the Hh. 


Wa 
He is, ingeed, u pleaſſng perſpicuous writer: 
The lang Re — er pure 


and correct 
into che derefleb a 2 — ſouls; 
are ſweetꝭ vbififortable} charming. Sometimes, 
J think, he draws" Httle veil over the grace of 


God, not ſuffering it to blaze out in its ful lu- 


ſtre and glory! Pott yo think he is ſome what 
inaccurute in Rating the nature of juſtification ? 
Lib. ii. eg, J. ene he ſays, 
«« conſiſteth in tWN]/ o parts; the firſt; remiſſion 
„or Sur ſing for che ful ſatisfaQion of Chris, 
10 by his dentir and the other, the 
imp putatioh e, his Bebgus and active righ- 
66 debe Igefb esel not rather be, joftiftes. 
tion conf sf two parts j the brit, remiſſion of 
our nb y the ſecond, bring perfectly righteous 
in God's fighty' and both theſe ſpring from the 
qoyputatien of Chriſt's righteouſneſs to the poor 
nne P an e 

I find, from your böte it is your opi- 
nion, that the antediluvian ſacrifices were ſlain 


by, 


not with her only, but with her parents, and 


nem 07 rr ol 58 3702 mnnot aid?” ic 


2 


perimental, and enters 
many things 


<Y @ © ©» Py = © wv "© - - 
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— [I 
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, 


e 


— 1 


bh. © 


ate. _—_ "= 
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by the ſword; of the cherubim, planted and 
waved 4-tho-enrrapde of;Edenss; This: isa very 
remarkable, and very afl cicqumſtance, and 
if true, very: wMorthy of pasticular agties. But 


what reaſons have you, dear dear Sir, for for che · ſupport 
of this ==> Be ſo kind as to mention 


them, at your leiſure. © 
Mr p44, de 2 week_after his * to 
Nertbumpronſbire, gave me your letter. I fear, he 
will „ prey to the allutremogts of the 
world. I believe be is not very zealous, for the 
goſpel of Chtiſt. I am pretty ſure, he does not 
love the ſervants of our Lords e Lex 
pect, that, from chis quarter, my character will 
ſoon be put under an eclipſe nor gh be moch 
diſappointed. if, by this incident, my nom friend 
is put awaꝝ from my ſight. Thanks for your hints 
concerning my conduct; it is very ſęaſonable, and 
ſhall be obier ve. aln 
I have ſometimes thought, that the beſt, 

ſtrongeſt proof of a future ſtate of happinęſs oc- 
curring ia the Old Teſtkgment, is deducible from 
the hi of Zuacb. Enoch walked m-. Ged. 
was high in his favour, and had much commu- 
nion wich him; it is recorded as a Hingular 1 - 
ward of his holy and exemplacy life, That be was 
not, for God took bim. Now, it the ancient peo- 
E of God had no notion of a future ſtate. of 

appineſs, what ſtrange apprehenſions muſt they 
form concerning this 1 of the divine pro- 
cedure ? At this rate, Jchovah muſt. appear to 
puniſh in the moſt exemplary and dreadful mar- 
ner, his firſt and greateſt favourite. Wherea', 
— them rooted in the belief of a much hap- 

pier 
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pier condition ſucceeding the preſent life, and the 
caſe is plain, and God is juſtified-in his doings. 
—Pleaſe to give me ** opinion, as to this ar- 


gument. 
I hope, you are thinking of your. new verſion 


of P/al. civ. which will be very An and, I 


hope, not a little edifying r 
10 Dear Sir, . 
your much obliged Y 


affectionate triend. 


P. S. I bak ſend you Mr Moſes Browne's al- 
molt literal tranſlation of Lutber's moſt comfort- 
able hymn, which is in very conliderable eſteem 
in the German church. Zimmermannus de cogni- 
tionis Cbhriſti emmentia, is a comment on it; and 
Js now tan Mr Browne at my-defire. 


LUTHER. Han 8 
> eight pradtical rules, ou 


GRE T1 f\Y\ Ko 


„VIS mt too artiibus an ' effay, 
To 2 reſoko'd the Ys ; 
The + ſenſual inf in to controul, 
warm with p wy 0 the ſo 
Nature may raiſe 77 | 
Reluctant to t 
 Loath in 4 — wink b "ſhare, 
Her daily crofs compelÞ'd to bear- 
: er omnipotent at lengtb, 
arm the er „ with ſaving EM 


( % 
L LY * * | 
0 9 4 n 


1 1 
nee 


Turo 
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he Tore che Harp war with aidr attend," 

88. 29 een lege 
r- | See Zimmermanndc, mers 
| * II. 

,1 | 1.4, but the infant's gentle þ arts |! \ a 


Give up to love L. e han © 3 
N bah furs Fr breeft 
Yearns, . like tby God's, . to make thee bleft : 
Taught its dear mother. ſoon to know, 
The 77047 babe his love can ſhaw. 
Bid thy . 232 
. This taſk no labour will require. 
rens Wy page 11. 
„ eee eee eee eee 
be ſow'reigu Father, Nane 
Wants but io babe bis child renn. N oh) 
Wants but thy yielded heart [no more 9 
With his large gifts of grace 3 
He to thy Joul na an 
From thy own fiubborn will imines? 
Toe for e, 1}, TERS 
T1 be thou * of fretant or pain. 
* mer nanzus, Page 17. 
I. i 
Shake from thy 0 obo PA RX 
_ 2821 that galls "0M 
That waſtes her ſttength in bondage van 
With courage break th' enflaving - { | 
Let pray r exert its conqu ring po r; EY 
Cry in thy tempted tremblin = TRI 
« My Gu eg fie ny ave thy en! 
*Tis 8 all thy fears are dne. 
A page ry 


4 ®, 47 
win, Es 78 nn PIE beak, 


Fe 
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. IV 
Yet if lev r to raife 
Tby 60 4 e 2 0 
Tho' you don't now bis tind hand feel, 
Thy reef let lement patience rr. 
Spe rruption's PE prevail, Nr 
15 1 grim foot . 
KC 355 RE; 73 cries, © We 
8 Aal, Ly er 4 and ftronger. riſe. 
"immer mana, Pigs 44, 
Theſe next- Pie withinehe books do not be- 
long to Luther's hymn, but are uſed by Zimmer- 
mannus, page Sa. as an abe of. Row Pre- 
ceding ſtanza), πõõꝰ y 
[ The fafter bold my faith on ven Nn 
His brighter Cartes on my 'Jperit breaks. a 
1} then to heav'n' Ih my votive hands, 
Love's: Air mee fans wy be,, foul expend: 
gy Lord ſbe he, and would with. zeal foreg 
A thouſand awarlds, love dear. as thine to know. we] 


Then . hymn proceeds thus: 
l | 


If haply 4 thy 8 ſhade, 
Dark as tbe midnight gloom be made, 
On the ſure A arm divine 
Firm let thy ja Je ung truft recline. 
The 00 , the beſt of friends, 
To thee nor , nor harm intends : 
Tho' toft on a tem 2 main, 


No wreck thy veſſel ſhall ju Main. 3 
Should there remam of reſcuing grace 


No gmſe, no r left to trace; 


cpm — — 
hs . * 
_ 2 — — — 


Hear 


— — — cy _ ——_— _ + ty bing — — = org 9 ow" 
— ——— « 4 * — al _ 
= 
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Hear thy Lord's voice. tis Jeſus' will, 


«« Believe. {thou poor dark ppalgrim).oftill.” 
8 page 55. 
V0 77 2 Weer. a0 
Then thy ſad ug 57 if RR 5 . 
(Tho' the dread ſcaſon long may 
Sweet light ſhall, "ok the 1 7 aer, 
Like a 4 e ee er 
Then ſhall bright groun 4 appear, 
Thy ches gt 2 ſalvation clear. 
Boe hence encourag d more, when try, 
On the beſt Father 55 con-. 
Ab from thy mind kutirpatt quite 
T5 0 ly films that cloud ber fight" | 
! of bew rich a lat, how NN. ar! 
Th be true "OT fond poſſeft * 
| | „ page 68. 


Theſe lines within the hooksdavwot belong to 
Lurber's hymn, but are uſed by Zimmermannus, 
as an Hluſtration- of the en ſtanza. See 


Page 74. . 2705 7 bees 


2 fon bard bu my God! amb 
In chains two faſt, too ſtrait confin d, 

Tm heal'd !—fet 2 in made pure! 

Thy blood, my Chrif „ bas wro e 1 
I feel a por my will cantroul [ | 
Quench thy long draught, my cindy foe! 
The living fountain now I ve. found, 
Diffuſing baimy ftreams around.) 


Then Luther” $ hymn concludes with this el ighth 
practical rule. 


- Came, 
v2 * 
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Come, Bac, 9 4 1% God , 
Peuce, his Pings. all be t hine: 2 4 | 
Boldly recuM oe og 


by ET 1. E * "CEXXV. qu 14. 

e ee 07.944 
FT I'S morning fog Ws, ſeller 

therein hy him, that I think he Sk not 

be much concerned at the ſcurcilous treatment, 

which the reviewers have beſtowed on my edi- 

tion of Fenk#'s * Meditations. It will injure their 


own' character, and leſſen their own credit; not 


depretiate the works of that excellent man.: 

I do aſſure you, it gives me not the leaſt . . 
I don't covet'te; putation; 1 'defire, every day, to 
be more and more dea a to the honour that co - | 
meth of men. Yet it is my fincere opinion, that 
ſuch very foul and very abuſive language Oe. | 

awaken in the generous reader a ſpirit of re E 
ment. As a proof Lincloſe a letter from Mr P— 

a very ingenious young clergyman, whom I me- 
time ago mentioned to you under this character. 
The letter, Ithiałk, willdobin as much honouras it 
does me: it is fit to in print, but I would 
on no account take any ſuch freedom with a pri- 
vate epiſtle,—I would not have our friend : in 
Landan give himſelf any manner of trouble to pre- 
vent any future inſtances of this kind of benevo- 


9 See Mr Hervey's preface to this book, at the end of this 
v.ume. 


lies 
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lence from the reviewers, /\/I depend not on their 
favour, but on him whom heaven, and earth, and 
hell obey ; who conſtrained even Balgam: to fay, 
How ſhall I curſe, whom the Lord hath not curſed ? 
We are all obliged to my dear friend for intereſt» 
ing himſelf in our behalf ; but we defire him not 
to take the trouble of writing on Tueſday, be- 
cauſe it will be too late. The little cloſes are te 
be put up for ſale on „ and 4 — will, I 
ſuppoſe, outbid my brother; yet if diſappointed 
in this, bleſſed be God for a treaſure in heaven 
that falleth not. An inheritance, that is ee. 
not periſhable, but laſting as eternity; Hb, 
not tarniſhed, but free from every circumſtance 
of alloy ; jU‚ue, not fading, but always in the 
fulleſt, freſheſt bloom of perfection, glory, and 
Ma Ae 
Poor Mr H—r, I amiinformed, has almoſt loſt 
his fight, is extremely ill ; his life, it is thought, 
will follow his ſight. Lord, that he and we may 
ſee by faith the Lord's Chriſt —Bleſſed be God, 
in Chriſt all fulneſs dwells, all fulneſs of merit 
and righteouſneſs, of grace and. ſalvation; and 
this is for the unworthy, for ſinners, for whoever 
will; therefore, for my dear friend, and for 
His ever- affectionate 
Jauss Hervey... 


L ET T, E R CLXXVI. 
My dear Friend, Meſtan-Favell, Monday Morn. 
Am much obliged to you for your generous 


donation of thirty ſhillings to purchaſe five 
oY hundred 


— a 4 2 


2 


CC" "Twas 
very pious Arayman who, I believe; was himſelf 


to tranſcribe 1 it, 
to do it yourſelf; and permit ſuch ſerious perſons 


| "which vt read this morning at breakfaſt in Hauab 


church, to join with 90 cir br 


—— 7 ee ry, ⏑ . PT — —— — Ai 
* 
= 


_— — . — 
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hundred of An curigſ invitation to the friends of 
The eflabliſhed cbyrch, &c.*—1 have put the money 
into the hangs of one who loves our Lord Jeſus 


in ſincerity; and who will take care that the 


-pamphlet is properly diſperſed according to our 


deſires.— Lis an excellent deſign :—l daily beg of 


God to bleſs it,; for what he vouchſafes to bleſs, 
will be bleſſed indeed, q\ 37 & Nv. 
Incloſed I fend. you * form of prayer, founded 
on the play. laid _ in the Earneſt Invitation, 
tranſinitted' to me laſt. night by a 


the author of it. may get one of your ſons 
if Ih have not leiſure enough 


to take copies, as you think will make a Proper 
uſe of it. Cc 10 af 12 Nie 392 * 
1 wich zy that pramiſe — your counſellor; 


2 24 1911 n d hn iti vl glei 1 irs 
An id vation ta the friends of r 


and app; one hour in the Sunday FN week for 
tion, Ny during he's Merobble 
"Dis pg n wrote with great ſpirit and 2 


1 80 een. It welt deſeryes the molt ſcrigys conſid 5 
ration of communi thejr hearty concurrence in 
laudabte and uſefula W very reaſonably be expected. 
Let us reflect, that our heav 2 high and migbty, who 


from his throne looks down el the dwellers on earth, and 
fees what multitudes in the different. parts of 


are at that hour fervently | praying to him in ſecret; and all u- 


ited too in the ſame requeſts, cannot but be pleaſed with ſuch 


a proſpect; and may probably for their ſakes avert the impend- 


ing calamities, which are too juſtly deferved by fo wrde 
and diſſolute à nation. Sce Cen. xviii. 244 [19 


| (chapter 


e e 


rien mem 8 


* 
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Late 176, 


the plan *the 


', 1919 6.2261. 1417 


NE. th zudgi 


(chapter 1. 11. y The Lord fs 155 con- 


* NN W 4s Mm WY: 
an zug 2v4 F de 8 boy e 
e e, 


11441 1 2184 3253 il WW _OUN 1555 8 A r | 
* + 
CO) 2 18 05 Moglih fy 5240 TT 21 39 Re | 


224 lan 


the ohh 1 church, 4s, 


L 1 55 to 
75 on fol. one 


er 12 8 17 


fl yy DOT 2£ 


2 Bleſſed ME. let the words of 


egi JOA * 


wth 1 
rche the meditation of my hed?t;” be at 
table in thy fight as che incenſe, 
ud 14 2 lifting up bin i Gros be a 

e 6970 fg hear thy Her 


RAE and Ae God 4 i ter- 


ments to all obſtinate and tebel- 


lious ſinners; but of infinite mere ch meh as 
with true ſorrow and Heafty repentance turn un- 


to thee; ; Took" down, 1 Bloch, chen en thet- 


cy and co ion upon me, now 
myſelf before thee, 'owhing that I at 


ing 
La not w + 

thy ſo much as to lift up my eyes to the Nw if 

Ny thy glorious Majeſty, O Lord, my fins are ſo 

many and ſo great, that it is owing to thy merey 

alone that I have not been long ſince conſumed, 

Vor. VI. TI in ene but 
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but yer have another op e of humbling 
myſelf before thee, and ping mercy for my 
own ſoul, who have ſo gric — y ſinned againſt 
thee: I confeſs, O * thou knoweſt al- 
10 jr 4 pig it to —_ thy juſtice, 
ay uk whic 4. * 
N 1 4 ml. acknowled 0 

dy 1. 7 a depraved and ſinfu — — 
the world with me, from whence all my actual 
2 haye flowed and proceeded, as impure ſtreams 
from a pollated fountain. O bleſſed God, I be- 
Ab for thy dear Son Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, 
to 0 pee that greatly, for this my ori- 
ginal corruption ! Lord, Jer me ſes it in the ſtrong- 
eſt light, he ea awry — and peace, till 
— my ſoul I cry out for, and rely upon the 
obedience of my dear Redeemer Jeſus 

Chriſt and the affiſtance of the Spirit for deliver- 
ance from it; and grant that this precious balm 
may be Wy cure. d me again to the i- 


e y God -:- [-.'-* 

Lord, I have finned againſt thee by wu 
& fins ; I have left undone thoſe thing: 
pught to have done; and have done 
that ings ich J ought not to have Gone! 
particularly—by ſuch—and ſuch—a „ 


As tit 1 25 7 1 every 2 * 4 2 this 
4 | Arictiy examine : 
— 8 0 the notorious fins, both of commi 
dee which — . ee, of fs Had w 
0 the whole” courſe of his  hfe, it 

. 2 res. for: him to read over . ca- 
talogue of his offences very deliberately, that he may 
be deeply bumbled, and truly penitent. 


"- 
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O Bleſſed God, I can give but a"wretched ac- 
count of myſelf; —l cannot remember I tear 
the ten thouſandth part of my offences; Lord, fave, 
or | periſh ; my crimes are intolerableand ſhame- 
ful, and my omiſſions as well as my commiſſions 
are innumerable; Oh Þ what ſhall 1 ay unto thee, 
or what ſhall I do L Oh! thou Preſerver of 
men! I am ſo vile, that I cannot expreſs it; ſo 
ſinful, that I am hateful to myſelf, and much 
more abominable muſt I needs be in thy ſight! 
Oh! [ have finned, I have fitined'! fins are 
ſhameful and aggravated to amazement ! 
rd! I can fay no more, I am aſhamed, I am 
confounded in thy preſence! ' 
But yet, O God, thou art the heater of our 
breaches, and the lifter up of our head; ant I 
muſt. not, I dare not deſpair. Thou haſt opened 
a fountain for fin and for-uncleanneſs} wid there 
fore I am ſure, thou delighteſt not in the death of 
a ſinner! and th ſins are greht and num- 
berleſs, as the fand which is upon the Ri-thore, 
yet they are infinitely leſs than thy mrcies, Which 
thou haſt revealed to all penitent and returning 
ſinners in jeſus Chriſt DT! 
For his ſake therefore be pleaſed to loak down 
into the duſt, and lift up a pobr helpleſs ſinner 
from the dunghill !. for. Chriſt's ſake let me not 
periſh in my folly, nor be conſumed in thy hea- 
vy diſpleafure ! for Chriſt's ſake give me time and 
pace to repent, and give me power to do it 
by the affiſtance of thy bleſſed Spirit! 
Support me with an holy hope; confirm me 
with an operative and lively faith ; and kindle 4 
bright and burning charity in my ſoul ; give me 
1 2 _ patience 


\ 
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atience in ſuffering, and ſæverity in judging, and 
la condemning my ſins! that judging myſelf, I 
may not be condemned of thee ; that mourning 
for my fins, I may rejoice in thy pardon; that 
deſtroying my, figs, I may live-in righteouſneſs ; 
that denying my own will, I may always en- 
deavour to perform thine, and that, by the aſſiſt- 
ance of thy bleſſed Spirit, I may overcome all 
carnal and ſpiritual wickedneſs, May I walk in 
thy light! may 1 delight in thy ſervice !. may ! 
perfect my obedience ; be wholly delivered as 
well from the power of fin, as puniſhment of 
it ; and ſo be. for ever preſerved from thy wrath, 
and at laſt paſs on from a certain, expectation to 
an actual enjoyment of the glories, of thy king- 
dom, through , Jeſus Chriſt my bleſſed Lord and 
Saviour. Amen,” 3 

2. And now, Lord, as I have been confeſſing 
my own fins, and humbling my ſoul. before thee 
as a private and particular perſon, I think myſelf 
bound in humility and duty, after the example of 
thy ſervant Daniel, to look upon myſelf in a ſtill 
farther ſinful light, wiz. as an inhabitant of a pro- 
fligate and rebellious nation; and ſo, like Daniel 
alſo, to cenfeſs the fins of my people! May I feel 
the concern of ene when he exclaimed, 
River of tears run down mine eyes, becauſe men keep 
not th lau, Pſal. cxix. 1130,—And oh ! that my 
ſupplications, and the ſuppheations of all thoſe, 
who, at this appointed hour, have agreed ſolemn- 
ly to ſeek thy han and to confeſs their own fins, 
and the fins of the people of this land; oh that 
they may meet with the ſame gracious acceptance 
with thee as Daniel did! oh that the command- 

| | ment 
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ment may come fotth at the beginning of our 
ſupplication, ?9 make an end of" our fins, and to 
make reconciliation for our imyuitics, that thou 4 
onte more be our God, and we thy pepe: 
Let thy merciful ears; O God, thetefotei be o- 
pen unto our prayers, and ſpate all thoſe who con- 
feſs their ſins unto thee ! chat they whoſe conſci- 
ences by ſin are accuſed, by thy merciful pardon 
may be abſolved, through Jeſus Chriſt our Tord! 
O Lord, the great and faithſul Gad co- 
venant and mercy with them that lobe ban, 6 
bis commandments, Deut. vii. 9. We have finned, 
O Lord, we have committed iniquity, and have 
22 wickedly, and perk rebelled 
om thy precepts and rom t dgments'; 
neither have we heatkened unto — 2 the 
prophets, nor to thy Son ſeſus Chriſt, nor to 
his „who in thy holy word have ſpoken 
unto our fathers,” and the people ef the land! 
O Lord, righteouſneſs belongeth unto thee, 
but unto us 3 — of face as at this day, to 
our kings, to our princes,” to our fathers, and 
to ourſelves; becauſe of the which we 
have treſpaſſed/again ſt thee; yea, we have all as 
one man tra wee againſt thee, by departing 
from thee, and not obeying thy vf therefore 
the curſe is poured out apa! and "thou haſt 
confirmed the word which thou haſtſpoke againſt 
us! Thou haſt brought upon ut nrany and ſore 
evils, yet made we not out prayer befursithee, 
that we might turn from '6 iquiry;" and un- 
a eee eren eee 
But, O bleſſed Lord, to thee: beloog, 0 
1 forgiveneſſes, though we have rebelled a- 
* : | F 3 gainſt 
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gainſt thee: O Lord, we confeſs our wickedneſs 
and are ſorry for our ſins; we beſeech thee there- 
fore, according to all thy righteouſneſs and thy 
acious promiſes, and for, the ſake, of thy dear 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, let thine anger and thy be 
turned pry ang us! Bow down thine ear, O 
Lord, and Op; e O Lord, and 


| ſee; and behold our miſeries — our deſolation! 


for we do not preſent our ſupplications before 
thee, truſting in our-own. righteouſneſs, but in 
thy manifold and great mercies, and of the truth, 
which thou haſt ſhewed of old time to us thy 
ſervants; but thou art the ſame, hoſe property 
18 always to have Mercy. z, have mercy upon us, 
therefore have mercy upon us, moſt merciful Fa- 
ther, for thy. dear "Son our Lord Jeſus Chriſt's 
fake; pd. us all op path and grant that 
2 may ev thee in newneſs of 

life, to the PI and — of thy name! And 
let the conſideration of our ſinfulneſs and un- 
worthineſs, and of thy manifold warnings to us 
and long-ſufferings towards us, increaſe in us true 
repentance, that iniquity may not be our deſtruc- 
tion! and increaſe, in us alſo more and more a 
lively fai 
ence, that 
together wit 


ſtill continue thy favour, 


our poſteri Ae en we bug for thy dear Son 
Jeſus Chrilt 1 0 ſake, our only Mediator and Ad- 
vocate.. 


p20 


own fins, and the fins of the people, I defire 
farther 10 offer up my prayers in behalf of all 
mankind, that, 


a Aa w_— M4 Goo »» 1 $@@4£_a OO ©. .o av O46 ta * 


and love, fruittul in all holy obedi- 
e thy goſpel, to us, and 


: 3 And A, Oy cds confeſſed to thee, my | 


WP Gentile may believe 
| in . 
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in, and glorify thee, the only true God, and je- 
ſus Chriſt, w thou ſent ! Protect and 
proſper thy holy catholic church, 'preſerve it 
pure in doctring aud worſhip, root out of it what- 
ever is a ſcandal to thy molt holy redigion”; unite 
its profeſſors and enlarge its borders ; eſpecially 
bleſs that part of it in theſe nations to” which 
belong; and as, in thine infinite mercy, thou 
haſt been pleaſed to vouchſafe us #bundant illu- 
mination of thy goſpel, be pleaſed to grant, that 
by our fins we may not ty ih the 1 of it. 
Inflame the miniſters and ards of thy my- 
ſteries with a lively and burning zeal for the con- 
verſion of ſouls. © Impreſs it deeply upon them, 
that curſed is he that doth the © work of the 
Lord deceitfully; —and be pleaſed, O Lord, to 
affiſt them with thy bleſſed. Spirit, and to direct 
them to the uſe of ſuch means as" may be effec- 
tual to bring about, and accompliſh that deſirable 
and happy end. IM * y io g z ö ' 7 
Be pleaſed likewiſe to bleſs'all thoſe pur diflent- 
ing: brethren,” of what denomination foever they 
be, who love the Lord Jeſus Chriſf in fincerity ! 
Reconcile our hearts to them, und theirs to us 
grant that there may be an end of thoſe animoſi- 
ties, and bittet diſputes; which huve {6 Tong and 
fo habe tene the peace aud hidered ho 
union of 'Proteſtants! and! grant at there 
may be only this one holy contention between us, 
whether ye: miniſters out of the eſtabliſhed 
church, or they that are in it, ſhall labour moſt 
for the glory of our common Maſter, and for the 
ſalvation of thoſe; ſouls committed to their cate, 
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Bleſs Ikewiſe our Sovereign Lord King George, 
and all his royal family! Tis them "My and 
holy in their lives ! raiſe up an Ae e vigorous 
ſpirit in their hearts, for the punithment and 
rooting out of wickedneſs and yice, and for the 
oncouragerient and maintenance of true religion 
amon g us. 14 f r e 
And be pleaſed, O Lord. to giye che ſpirit of 
wiſdom to 11 his counfellofs,” and to the magi- 
PER of all Tanks through the nation, that they 

ay be enabled faithfully to diſcharge that great 

Which is tepoſed in chem, to thy honour, 
bite to the benefit and advantage of his "Majeſty 
and the bation! * Mn 

Be pleafed [ikewiſs t6 g0 forth with our fleets 
and 1557 the all their endeavours” againſt our 
enemies, "arid give th them "ſucceſs" in the day of 
battle! 

Hivs ierey ü ele ar the efficicl \rembers of 
1 church, Whether ip mind, body, or eſtate 

Pity their ganditivn O. Lord. pity it, and lay 

no were "apa than they oor able of tk} 
but give them dellverance in thy pointed 
time, it it be thy Blefſet Will! yp $4.9 paſſion 
upon alf thar 4. error but "ſincerely ſock the 
truth! on all that are engaged in finful courſes, 
and led captive by their luſts, that they may 
have grace and ſtrength to break their bonds; and 
on all thoſe who never pray for themſelves ; open 
their eyes, 0 Lord, and melt their ſtony hearts; 
awaken then, though it be even with thunder, 
to a ſenſible feeling of their ſad condition, and 
for thy mercy's fake ſuffer them no longer to pt 
in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of death; may 


they 


1 
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tion, and writing down the fins af which he finds 
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dey eee de r e e ul a 
neſs of thus living without God in the world. 

4. Finally, Lord, I defire to return thee my 
Keen praiſes and thankſgivings, for the ma- 
nifold expreſſions of thy goodneſs and loving - 
kindneſs to me and to all mankind! I bleſs thee 
for my creation, preſervation, and all the bleflings 
of this life, and for all the helps and advantages, 
which thou halt vouchſafed me for the obtaining 
a better; but above alli for thy aſtoniſhing love to 
mankind. in; Jeſus Chtiſt, Sor: all that he hath 
done and ſuffered for us, and continues ſtill to do 
for us by his powerful intergeſſipn at thy right 
hand! humbly beſeeching thee, that thy ſervant, 
together with all thoſe who have lived and died 
in the faith of his holy name, may follow the ex- 

ample of His — . life, that Jaa with then 
may be made a partaker of the merits of his 
obedience and. death, in a: Joyful reſyreeetibn ta 
everlaſting life ! 1 
All theſe: confeſſions, proven, bh 


intetceſſions, and thank tpn 2 3 put 
— 444" 


up to the a 
of our Lord _— — 55 

to our infirmities ha 8 _— 
td . Our Father, &c. 


com 
re dae de Look ler Chad, 8 G. Dh 


N. B. The abore proper ay. ere and 
red as time and occaſion afl / offer; and it 
may not be improper to . NR Chriſtian, 
A eee of @ .he ought 
to ſet: at leaſt half an hour for: ſelf-examina- 


himſelf 


346 A COLLECTION Let. 176, 


himſelf guilty.— The following Sundays he will 
reconſider What he has written, and thereby 
ſorm a judgment What is his progreſs in, or 
deviation from, the path, which leads to heaven. 
After having ſpent ſome. Sunday evenings in 
this devout exerciſe, he ſhould be pon his guard 
leſt he be tempted to leave it off, —OQh may he 
never be tired of ſuch a work; the more 
he prays, the more he will have ſtrength to per- 
ſevere. 'Tis humbly hoped, that all who read 
this, will immediately purchaſe the Earngſ Invi- 
tation, &c. the price of Which, as has been be- 
ſore obſerved, is no more than a penny and 
then, after having weighed it with the attention 
that a matter of this importance deſerves, they 
will (to uſe the author's own words) judge 
** whether it be not a ſeaſonable and a ſaſe mea- 
„ ſure, which we would per ſuade you to take ; 
* and you will take it if you are indeed a friend 
*« to our preſent happy eſtabliſhment in church 
and ſtate.—Yaur love fox them will put you 
„ upon the doing every thing that lies in your 
power to ſerve. them; and here you have a fair 
opportunity, of which if you make uſe, it 
cannot but do you ſervice, and may be a bleſ · 
4 fing to them.— Pray for them at the appoint - 
« ed hour, (namely from eight to nine every 
« Sunday evening.) - Determine through God's 
s afliſtance, that nothing ſhall hinder you from 
joining us. Break through all engagements, 
< all hinderances to meet at the throne of grace, 
the Lord's people. Conſider that God know- 
„ eth his ſecret: ones, and will reward them o- 


% ment 
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« ment remember, that he who fitteth upon the 
&« throne is the GoD wHO HEARETH PRAYER, 
« and who has invited you'( P/al. I. 15.) to call 
« upon him in the day f trouble; % will I hear 
« thee, ſays he, and thou ſhall praiſe me.” What 
a comfortable promiſe is here to animate every 
one to make part of this praying congregation ! 
. TOES 77 — ẽ 5 


1 


L ET T ER CLXXVII. 
re or een 
My dear Friend, | a SIO ES * 2 dal tt © . 
Truly ute with you in all y r calami- 
ties; but to be afflicted more or leſs, is the 
common lot of God's people; and it is frequent - 


ly their fate to be exertiſed with trowmng. pro- 
vidences in à remarkably-grievous manner, — 
Under ſuch circumſtances. we ſhould ſuggeſt, ſoft 
hints of admonition, with the lame friendly in- 
tention as actuated the prophet 8 when 
he addreſſed this exhortation to his country men, 
Let us ſearch and try our way?, and, if we are 
found delinquents, urn again unto the Lord, Lam. 
iii. 4.—We ſhould likewiſe comfort each other, 
by obſerving, that God, who heareth prayer, has 
bowels of eyerlaſting compaſſion, * des nagt 
willingly afflict the ſons of men; that this ada- 


rable God has given his all-glorious Son to be 
a bleeding ſacrifice for our Hs A that of be 


with-beld nor bis Son, bis only Son, but delivered . 
bim up for us all, bow foall be not alſ with bim 
Jreely grove us all things all things that gertain 
to life and godlneſe 3 to ſubſiſtence. here, and ſal- 
vation for ever.——Prompted by the infinite be- 
gig of his nature, and engage by dn L. 


1 | 
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den thoſe that ſeek 
lable promiſe, he never faileth th irit! 
. 
ed ants nn Linne wre ready 
A EY, ones thay 
than we re ee Pur .C . 7 ith hunger 
. 
—- Theſe are indeed comfortable a "RY 3h 
and aue the ſtrongeſt reaſone E unto him. 
tinually be making our — d man, and too 
* fear Mr Sm—zb is a TOY 10 him . ; 
juſtly deſerves the Lg 17 15 his neglecling to 
ers, Lam told, are 7 Th ' [ y | Ve much 
pay them; which 1 can fo: oe them, 
Ae e e 
is to ee L To fag Fed 
of Chrift,”2 Tim. ü. 19. 
5 e Uke l ee 
religion mexcuſable = * | | 
A e e ee MK 
and 2 man, that I hope it will be an difference 
n 
to religion. * — ts . | 4 n Lo titled, The 
r- * . N te 1 chi ſpirit of 
bet fret ay” Wet de If thi prettieſt things 
; Spenſer, and is indeed one o. ry evident, that the 
author has taken bis plan 5 of New Colle, 
end t. The eisen Pic, of New Call 
SW 4,;.-.4i.-5 MT * 2 — dau . 
"BOW Bigd: IF N MAN he perſonifed 
.... 
= and vices depicted by Fletcher in his Pats of 
nk ade vi) wk foe of daten __ 
ern 20s, 3424 £40.49 ription 
1 The 4 2 Ranzas, containing 3 deſcript of 


- "© ©þ we a 


1 


Let. 177. 0 7 LET T E R S. 349 


who trnſlated Vir and Vida, has wrote a yn 
plimentary copy of verſes, which are prefixed ; a 
ſpecimen of w I have here. Kneten to ſhew 
jou the nature We \, 


: 1 * TY y 


4.20 What muſe but yours f». juſtly endl 14 ii; 
E embatt]'d paſſions marſball d in ar: 
Rom. Bid the rang d appetitÞs in order move. 
I too M e luſt a figure, and a ſhape, 'q dove? 


* * of RETL ic tox, is ſelefted as a ſpecimen of this pretty poem. 
8 $0 In the preceding ſtanza, the parties are repreſented as holding 
mch a council how to revenge their loſſes, menen 
lem. and, as the iſſue thereof, it is ſaid, 4 7 


Made wife by ſmart, 4 belt they faith en miei. 
Wheſe arm alone was equal to the tai; ]ð | 
Sometimes on earth by W1RTUE's title fam” 4 


By wiſer angel-minds divine RAT ICO e 


| till, Tweet, ſerene, and chamfil:wes ber mped, 
Mor grave with N ug W free; 1 
| Againſt example re utely. good, 3 h 
, ©  Fervent in and warm in charity 
© Who neer forſook ber fairh for love of 
Nor ſought with fire and ſword to rr. zeal ; 
The Duteous to princes, when they meft rn 
; Patient in bearing ill, and doing well. - 
| Of nn pray'rs and fears foe fought and found N 
7s | | Nor rait d rebellious arms to firengthen Providence. 
the fler prudent care was. 'fix'd on heaven's height, 
rple Yet. by her fleps on earth that care was ſbewn; 
fr, 2 of fret! in darkneſs, as in fight ; | 
ho of fin at midnight, as at noon : 
croſs was pourtray'd on her ſbield, 
fes . - — ht the monſter * ſcarcely could en, 
— Feeble to gain, yet laath to quit the field; - | . 


Blafte and 1 with chilling pain ; 
. Then gainſt hit head her ſacred arms ſbe bent, 
a _ watch, and faſt ſevere, and prayer omr *Fotent; © | 


| — * 


* _ 


Ta 
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To airy hotions falid forms den! © © 

_ 4nd make our thoughts the images of ſenſe ! 

© "Diſcover all this rational machine, 2 
And ſhow the movements,” ſprings, and wheel, 
& within. a7 DM. 1 . 

As I was looking "yeſterday at eface to 

the new edition' of 43 Meditations 1] abſerved, 

in the catalogue of his works, that, either through 

ny own er the printer's negligence, two little 

x | Tops 


; 


pieces are omitted; dne of them is %us 

tbonghts onthe wonderfull God; which is very uſe- 
ful in aſſiſting vs to form proper notions of the 
divine perſections i other is his Glorious vic- 
tory of chaflity, exeiniplified in Yoſeps's hard con- 
flict, and 12957 eſcape.— Tis r e little 
piece is mot more regarded by parents, as tis per- 
haps the heſt thiſhig of its ſize, ever wrote on the 
ſubject, and ought᷑ to be put into the hands of all 
young people; for, as St Auguſtine juſtly obſerves, 
Irxter  oninia" certumind  Chrijtianorum durigra funt 


eue; af Rats; © nan. 101 continua pugna, et rara 
vicipria . 4992 „ 480182 > "OLI > | 


| 5 enn. 
If another edition of ene Meditations ſhould 
be demanded 3*and if Thould pleaſe God to take 
me to himſelf before that time, I here defire the 
favour of Jou i ſee, that theſe two Jute tracts 


3 


7 


4 34 Hat brenn Hg | 
* The meaning of wbich ia, „ Awidh all-the'various and 
* ſharp encounccrs in the Chriſtian warfare, the attacks on 
our chaſtity arc perhaps the moſt; tormidable, as the combat 
& is ſtrenuaus and laſting ; a complete victory being rarely ob- 
* rained.”, How much theretore daes it bebove us to call in 
every auxiliary, and to put on che complete armour of God, that 
we may be able to ſtand againſt the wiles of the devil. See the 
fifth edition of Gurnall's Chriſt ian armour, and Eph. vi. 11. 
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be inſerted in the catalogue of Mr outs: $ en 


given in my preface to that'book by 
= Win ever-aftionie, Se. 1 


77. 
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" Wofon-Favell, April 28. 17 57. 
to AT has my dear friend been ſpeaking 
d, for the honour of #1M,. who bee his 
£ life from deſtruction ?—How. are yon how is 
ur ! cat. fright „ 2 ater 
us Kaese. dan MD I truſt, and r 
e tions in your mind, but of gratitude to the great 
ie Preſervet of men, WhO Kept all your: bones, ſo 
* that not one of them is broken. 
i Now, I hope, you will be ſteadily and 3 
le formly ſeribus. You ſee, God warns 7 A 
N ſpares you. To others he has appointed ſuch 
e gers as befel you yeſterday, to be the — 
l of death; to you he has deſigned them only as 
„ an admonition of love; hear then your PR r- 
K $SERVER'S voice. "Trifle no longer. with Chriſt 


and his ſalvation; be zealous, I mean, diſcreetly 
zealous, for your Saviour, and for that goſpel, 
which' vou underſtand, better than moſt of our 


* The gentleman was drivi his wife ina one-horſe chaiſe, 
vhen the horſe ſuddenly took Eich ght, and flung his — . 
over one of the ſhafts, juſt by the fide of a very deep ditch 
thus entangled, and a high · mettled horſe, he kicked with 
all ima ine ble fury, and ſeveral times his hof c came within a 
hair's breadth of their heads; —They called in vain on their 
ſervant, wha, bad loitered behind; ard they, muſt both have 
inevitably been daſhed to pieces, had nor the burt, by the vio- 
lence of his kicking, broke the harneſs, bar, nd ſhafts, and 
thus fortunately diſentangled hitaſelf. —This accident happened 
dear Mr Herv 15 's houſe; to which they then went. v 
clergymen. 
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clergymen. How can you refuſe to ſpeak boldly 
for fach a Maſter, and to N urſelf. to his 
ſervice in earneſt, WHG forgiv 8 * back. 
ſlidings, watches der you Wit "ck nder com- 


paſſion, and WAITE ca, entre to be GRA- 

both 0 bimſelf who is our refuge, our n 

K's 05 go ies 1 e Riera n. =; 
ts ſeri ir tne. —T hear It is to be 


CIOUS UNTO vou! L +— 

and 4 ry z- who hould e our; bu: L 
L 1. Ace . I ſuppoſe he wil 

$ Wich 1 cannot afford to give 


—— 


with 1 it, 


ok 1525 10 "gh, Ff r F839 A 5 


F 
e it. When 1 have 1 — 
ole 


Jetter you aſked' IE vineas 
1 123 fa — ve es 
ed. friend, —Indeetl it quite ex- 
and rey re Hay 100 oh't e Ihape à fiogle guinea 
in the — © ont own "ule; though | 
forbear'tvery expence, and'want many 
Ne e g K T may 

chabled to ehh ts bri 
05 have Ae to go to go bales BEN N for in 
profits ud Tal e it 
17 e i 
"Our o0.— 
che Eofft Pert to 5 5 my work, 1 n 
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very readily communicate to the comfort of ſuch 

worthy objects as you. _ think proper to re- 

commend to Ho charity of, my dear friend, 

Ca OTE Pay 

my 4 | k 91 — — 
LS r r EAR etc. | 
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world; 
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other Vicar of 9. 
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de ng only income, and he above Rey wo by pc 


letter LVII. Mr Hervey's opir.ion of him and his 
even before the oF hs. for of their mL ding wr, 


Vor. VI. No 2g. 2 delighted, 
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Hiding, and love them free and dare we, by 


1 ghted, to have heard your voice in the pul- 
3 would have hung on your lips; and I veri- 
ybelieve, the words would not have been in vain in 
the Lord. There's no expedient, ſo effectual to 
warm our hearts as an unremitted endeavour to a- 
waken the love of a bleeding Saviour in the breaſt 
of others. 
1am truly grieved at the account of yourſelf. 
You know who has ſaid, I ui, heal their is beck 


ing way to unbelief, m : the God of traths 
far? Hear the words of the Lord ſpoke by Je- 
remiab, ch. iii. 12. Return thou backſhding lirael, 
and 1 will not cauſe e mine anger to fall upon you; 
acknowledge thine muquities x which thou baft tranſgreſ 
1 the Lord thy God. 

Recommend — of chaſtity to Mrs, 
and tell him, dee eee 
are inveterate enemies, —.— methods may 
preſcribe 1 — 1. Abele 
ving application of the Redeemer's death. The 
ſaints in glory, once men of like paſſions with 
ourſelves, overcame throu 
Lamb. He bare our ſin in bi on the tre, 
hy we, being dead unto fin, might live unto rig bteouſ 
2. An habitual reliance on the Spirit of 


the blood of the 
own 


. þ the Spirit, do mortify the 
bs WS all Ave. | Chriſt by his Spirit 
pi ela ved, polluted hearts,- as à re- 


finer's fire, and as e ſoap. 3. An improve 
ment of the divine promiſes. God has given unt 
1s exceeding great and precious promiſes; that by the 
doe wget be me - divine nature, to 

eſcaped 
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taped the Kt none _ 5 in the world through 


"Theſe tell Me e h in his memory ; 
on theſe let him meditate ;” and plead them be- 
fore our heavenly Father in frequent, frequent 
prayer. And then let him be o comfort, 
the bleſſing of Gad will be his portion. Gad, 4 
trooy' ſhall overcome him, but n 
the loft.” See Gen. Klik. 19. 

4 vj .— preſents his love; and withes 
to Sos ery zealous'for the Lord God of 


prayers, © but Jam atterly un 3 
the immaculate purity and infinite tin of the 
at God yet bleſſed be his adorable name for 
eſus d 74 let us fly 70 Ih Tun ye to 
this * ers us caſt our 
pot Joes f 2 ' Redetmer ; have 
ieceſs into the his precious blood; 
and truſt in his ever- acceptable . for 
de intercedes (delightful roth ), ho inrereedes for 
TRANSORENSONS —1 5 dear we, Gr. 


mY 2 


aa E. 1 . E * Y l 


m S 
ene Mr PitW'Cob 


\ 8 H. 
are printed in two volumes, th 
which F here ſend you. Lretum yo 


— 1 
* 


J. EI 9 1. 


whims, 


Hiftory of England, and We « Pinder? with 1 * 
How empty all theſe ee pieces appear, 
pared with the ſacred page! May this de — 


taſte, for this alone can comfort our Heart. 


What I propoſed to write relating to the ſubject of 
2 2 oifiting 


— oonſtatitlj un inteteſt oy my beſt 


morning. The 


com in the afternoon? When Mr per- 
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uifiting s *, was executed the beginning 
of lat a Yet, to ſay the truth, I am in ſome 
meaſure backward: to propagate” and enforce it; 
becauſe till people begin to taſte ſomething of the 
love of God, and find delight in Chriſt Jeſus, 
ſuch truths I doubt will only ſtartle, and make 
them dread religion as burdenſome. © 

- — Thanks for the veniſon,” We cannot dreiaie 
to-day. All my family are to be at court this 
of heaven has ſent poſi- 
tive orders; and will not excuſe either man- ſer- 
vant or maĩd- ſervant. Won't you give us your 


forms the whole ſerviee at my church, I fancy 
you will not di inted nor anedified; he 
ſeems tohave à read utterance, a very ood —— 
and a fervent᷑ zeal = —＋ honour of "of Chriſt, 
the arrow of the go forth from his lion as 
the 1 * Ben — will bring your wife 
with y uch brd — as I expect, may 
be dire 20 both of you,—Ob | char Chi 6 
guide us with his counſel, and warm us with I r, 
his love, make us uſeful in our generation, and 
meet for his heavenly kingdom! 
Why does our friend talk of not 


ting ». 


ö 


| becdiffe it is a paltry living ? Surely he would not = 


reckon that a — which gave him an 
opportunity ot preaching” Chriſt, } and winning 
ſouls. ' If he did, he would not be able to fay, 
with a certain miniſter now in glory, I. ſee# not 


yours, " bit” you The bleſſed hope of that glory, 
is A rh is Acnough Lord, ſtrengthen 1 it, bright 


- lt 2 1 


** 8. vel V. p- 207, 


el 
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en it, increaſe it, ever more and - more.—Oh ! 
that miniſters may work for their dying Lord, 
while they have health ; remembering, that fick- 
neſs may confine them to their chamber, and 
death will impriſon-them in the grave.—God al- 
mig my give us courage, that we may fight the 
ht of faith, and prudence, that we may 
not — — our high — Ere long eter- 
nity receives us, and then we reſt from our la- | 
bours: then we forget 2 — 
innumerable ages of — and 
joy. For — this, not unto us, O 3 Jeſus, 
not unto us, but unto thy love, thy een 
thy interceſſion, be the praiſe! | 


What ſay you to my late well-meant. 2 | 
| 
| 


— _ es 1Ü—U— 


nitioa ? You are not offended, I hope. We muſt 
be faithful to each other, or elſe how can we or 
pet to meet with comfort, amide th angel of 
oo to meet * — amidſt the 
t 2414s 

Fork hare not * from Biddeford 5 as. —.— as 
| receive information, it ſhall-be communicated to 
— — may the Lord fulfil that promiſe ta un 
th; Iwill i Men the — e 5 
wherem — NI at St | 

Pray have you got Dr e . 
health ? It is highly extolled by Mr M barton the 
tranſlator of Virgil, as a moſt correct and (which 
with him ſeems to conmprehend all — 2 
claflical performance. I ſhould like to K 
on ĩt by way of amuſement; for as to the bleſſ= 
ing it celebrates, expect it not, till this vile 
* is 2 like unto Chriſt's glorious body. 

© ge Bleſſed 


SBESSSSSEESRIETS 


** 


. 
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Bleſſed be God for this delightful hope; may Ks 


every . — * and brighter ian 
#1, 1 — 


y they; TER our great High Prieſt, 
and = incenſe of his atonement, go up as 3 
memorial. before God:; not as a demand, (we 
may obſerve), not as a bill . ann 
but only as a memorial! 
I had a very. 2 night, tore almoſt to pieces 
that theſe flimſy velilcls 
ſtraining l that none of them 
will e pg png * to 
n 3223714 
which you may me of your acquain · 
tance. 3 Chiiſt. grant, og they 
may-promote his glory. Do not you often wiſh, 
— pray. that rhe ſame bleſſed effect may be 
produced by your. book ? We authors . not 
he lks tet — gs wt 
for Foung. ! iv. . 10 — 
lf you have Ur Gris tranſlation of Iawkini 
——— immortality of the fou, 
favour ma po of it ma is a grand - 
; 1t is a. glorious ſubject; and when conſider- 
2 connection with Jeſus Chriſt, it is a delight - 
ful ſubject. Q that it may incite ng to aim, 
re #7: en — are ſceu, for they ate 
temporal ; 


8 offices 


ps, o=n 


PE m3 HO ©_ 2 
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temporal; but at the things which are not ſeen, 
for they are eternal. 

I have found the little deal entitled, . 
covery fickneſs.. It is one of the moſt perti- 
nent . the moſt animating 5 e | 
couraging, that I have ſeen on the — 
Few pro pieces, I think, can be put into a 
ſick perſon's hand. May the Lord God, omni- 


2 and gracious, nu CON 


r= 13 0477 
— viag; e os 


m body, bat L traſt more. and more . 
fined to er pv" gracious will of my 
Lord. | *. N.. ; Og {1 
1 beg, 1 entreat — if 8 
of the goſpel, that you wilt diſſuade thoſe polite 
perſons you — coming to hear me 
to-morrow, My ſpirits ſink more ànd moro. 
lam viſited with ſome returns of my — 
2 perh 4 agg — T ſhall not be able: to ſpeak at 
ceable circumſtances) will only 
— — — them very unpleaſing 
ideas of what I. ſhall deliver. My: — — 
= VETO therefore: ſhoald- 
voice you 
wh — — to ſoe the naſtedneſe of the 
land Phe me ten- 
and — bear:wwith my inflomiges'; 
elſe I ſhould hv 10 to — even 
before them. am now ſunfit to appear in the 
ebene tut it nenten $9 - 


I hope Dy will be bleſſed to 


—y 


 # 4 4-6-8: 


Swans journey 
the reſtoratibn and eſtabliſnment of his health. 
1 8 ny never * the text, on which he 
2 4 


LEST TEE Kras e 


heard 
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heard the miniſter of Nun preach : 1 wiſh, we. 


may all enjoy the bleſſing compriſed and promi- 
fed in it. I will pray the Father, and be ſhall give 
you another Comforter, that be may abide 9with you 
for ever, —Don't you, my dear friend, think of 
fuch things? talk of ſuch things to your lady, 
and inſtruct your children in ſuch things ?—O ! 
let us remember, the Judge is at the door, and 
eternity is near. —I heartily: wiſh Mrs *** 2 
ſpeedy recovery, and a fanQtified improvement 
of her aMiQtion. © See, my dear friend, how all 
fleſh is graſs; but » Jeſus and his ſalvation 
endureth for ever; here is indeed an everlaſt- 
ing poſſeſſion. The text particularly fit for me 
and fot· bu to meditate on, (via. Heb. i. 2. 3.) 
I will preach on next Sumdæy.— Can any be more 
grand in itſelf, or more to us ſin- 
Der h eee ene noe 
How ou on f do you ſee ing in 
the afalr wit lat talked — 7 —— to 
any determination ? Remember him, Who ſees, 
this very moment, all the co nces of 
ſtep we take ; and who hath” ſaid; in 7 
compaſſion to our ignorance, The Lori ſball gui 
there neat en; beware of 'precipitate re- 
ſolutiohs, Felina lunte. Whatever we do, whi- 
therſoever we go, may we ſay with the pſalmiſt, 
This God iv our God for'ever and ever'; be fhall be 
our giui 'unto dearb . My weak ſtate of body 
difpirits my mind, and enervates my hand — 
Oh ! that I may be ſtrong in faith, joyful 
through hope, and rooted in charity and not 
I only, but my dear friend, whoſe I am 

$7 1 Cordially and inviolably, „ 12 


SEA © 5 


= 
> * 


N 


be taken vp without;ranys;real foundtion) not 
only renders you extremely miſerakle, but wall 
blaſt all your future uſefulneſs. duppoſe you 
had. rebelled. againſt God, even in à more extra- 
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r ahne f ö 
Should be glad to dg gel ang thing, older 
for your improvement or conlglation;—But 
v hat can I ſuggeſt, while you entertain ſurh hard 
thoughts of Sn, and will not, aded 
out of this ſtrange notion, that the curſe of 
1 God has lights an vou, and will follow you 
to the grave? Such a thought (and it muſt 


ordinary degree than oven yeun own imagination 
can paints: and ſuppoſe ou Was rejected by him 
at the preſents. yet;what ſays che aypſtle dt James, 
* wag oy vil i» yourſelf in the ' feghts of Abe 
Lord. 7 an toy o wor 

As to the 2 „ beter to 
you; Wherein be obſerves, With ackind of 4ri- 
umphantz malignity, that the-deyik had, wken 
an advantage of vom inNHationlie lpme;im- 
e ent management in — — Fc. 

and dragged 


through a harſe - pond 

1 Stent 8 abe , 
what ſpectetota ? Of. the wer len only, 
and the ;epyiqus, to whom, vu fer flquriſh- 
ing ſtate as a fuſt · rate Chrittien. way a, conſtant 
and viſibls reproach : yet Chtiſt (chaugh you ig 


now, thus depreſſed) is ſtill your and 
break Satans teeth; and thong W. diriy, mal 
„ onde e og tir erb 
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rn though wet, will requive and am 


Now let me put a ion to you would 
you reject your child, becauſe, when dreſſed in 
its bett cloaths, he had met with a like misfor- 
tune ?—Or ſuppoſe he had rambled out in the 
ſnow, and ſcratehed "himſelf with briers, and 
come to you bleeding and cold, would you turn 
him out of doors; when be claimed your pity ? 
-e do not Know Chriſt well enough How 
kind ! how he is to us What is my kind- 
neſs and oom paſſion for you (on which you ſeem 
to place ſo high a value) in co on of Chriſt's? 
Have I been hailed to the croſs for you?—Oh 
pray earneſtly to Hi jr 


os A = | 7 


.——T Hi, + Yikes lis gun, 


 Paſſon, and carc, and anguiſh.te dH, 0 
Thro' Him t peace and. plenitude of joy 
 Peneral 6 the, world redeem'd ſhall fo... 


L lg .742 £2.91, -Prigr's Solomon. 


He heb ſatisfied God for all your fits ;—he is 
your adyocate,—and has procured fer you the 
ineſtimable gift of the Holy Spirit to bade 55 
iniquities.Cultivate the ry of God in your 
heart, and he will make your pati of duty plain 
before you, I dare ſay, God will make yoti more 
abundantly uſeful thin ever: Oh Pri t mind 
off from this — ey IO the curſe 
1 of God follows you.” This is u Tf; _ of 
Satan's to eden bet t remem- 
ber that text, 1e 5585 5 bow F #eltver the 
godly out Fahl, 2 Pet. 'K 9. and he will 
F N certainly 
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eee nap out of $1 this, and reſtore you 


to his wonted favour. 
Don't ſelect ſuch rerrifying texts for your mes 


ditation, as in your letter you tell — 19 
done,—lt is as Improper, as if you-tho eat the 
coldeſt melon, or uſe the moſt covering, 
when ſhivering with an ague. Chuſe, the 
morning after you receive this letter, (by way of 
2 to che texts of your ow] ſelecting), the 
ing for your meditation; His mercy is great. 

ys 06 — Pſal. . Hit mer en- 
dureth far ever, Pſal. gxviii, 1. Put together 
theſe two expreſſions, and ke whether ey 
don't amount to more than either. your impru 
dences, or your diſtreſs — V ou have, to be S 
done amiſs, and dealt fooliſhly in the matter 
of #**, God forbid I ſhould j your con- 
duct ; but oh let it not be ſaid, let it not be once 
ſurmiſed, that it is beyond the reach of | God's 
unmeaſurable goodneſs to pardon, or of Chriſt's 
immenſely - rich merits to expiate. The Lord 
loves you with an eyerlaſting love and take, if 
you pleaſe, the latter — the xxxth of 1/aiab, 
ver, 18, for your contemplation the words are, 
For the Lard is « Gul of gudgmont, Hed ve — 
1 l. —_— * 

one can tell, none can think, w at mercy 
there is with, the Lord z with inconceixable ten- 
derneſs his bowels yearn, towards the, weakeſt, 
fraileſk believer in his dear Son, Me have diſ- 
honouted his holineſs, and violated his Jaw A but 
let us not, to accum ; derogate 
from the boundleſs. riches. of his. mercy: in Jer 
ſus Chriſt, to all thoſe who ſeek and entreat 


1 
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it.— There is a wide difference between humi- 
liation and deſpair.—Draw. Hear ey with 
an humble boldueſ . 
NM ou ſee —— e 
and x the eatth Wan de — may you 
de received into the New Jeruſalem; where 
dwelleth righteouſneſs, conſummate righteouſ- 
neſs and everlaſting happineſs. —This, my dear 
Sir, is my earneſt with and fervent prayer for 
you, and for myſelf; who am, "with 2 com- 
n ee 
Tout N bumble ſcovant ol friend. 
i i Ht 7 
p. 8. My Atera ee Finders 
mannus, Whiſpers to me on this occaſion the fol- 
lowing paſſage: „ Said I not unte thee, If thou 
„ wouldſt BELIEVE, thou ſfiouldſt sxx the gloty 
of God, and experitnee his goodneſs, when 
«© leaſt deſerved, or rather notoriouſly ferfeit- 
« ed?” Hence may we Leo ggiscd ther hi 
loving-kindneſs is unbounded; is unwearied, is 
infinite ; as much ſurpaſſing all our follies and all 
our thoughts, as the world of waters exceeds the 
drop of a — — Oh ſor a ſpirit of ſteady faith, 
to live under the continual den of TI: pew- 
cnn, precious truth. - 
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Dau- e Sat Morning. 

Am ſorry to hear, chat Mr **#* ſhould” cia 
my doctrine tends to the introduction of li- 
5 — Far, very far from it!-Mine is the 


genuine doctrine of the ſeriptures; and the only 


TBRPESERSSww@dwccowms ol tt. 


— 75 without ſtraw . Let us (ſays 
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doctrine to reclaim mankind, as it encourages 


finners not to continue in their fins; but to turn 


unto their injured Lord, and receive ſalvation at 
his beneficent hand. Him that cometh 'to me, I 
will in no wiſe caſt out, are our bleſſed Maſter's 
own words; and all my writings, preachingy and 
converſation, -are' founded on that le 


declaration to my loſt. undone-ftHow-cregtures ; 


that tender ann; n i is 
no health. 271 416 OC Wr er . 


f 1 Mr #*#* is offended at this.—He; l 


taſkmaſters of old. men to make 
he, unmind- 
ful of our impotence) * better, and 
then go to Chriſt, who will receive us favourably 
for our works ſake.” But in this view our works, 
even if we could perform them, without the 

of Chriſt, would be inefſectual . Are theſe ca- 
pable of expiating the guilt of a polluted race, 
and of procuring ſalvation ? If our works could 
do Tw1s; then Fheſe and not Chri would be our 
Saviour. —If we had a right to demand a recom- 
penſe for our works, cꝰο on a ſuppuſition they 
were perfect, then a Redeemer and his death would 
be uſeleſs ; ſurely therefore Mt tions are 
contrary to the — enor of the goſpel | May 
the divine Spirit open his eyes, and incline - 
his heart to 1 t. Chriſt offers himſelf to 
all who will come. The vileſt of mei have juſt 
the fame right to Chriſt and his merits, aas ith 
beſt of men; à Tight funded not gn:their awy- 
kened deſires, not on any thing inzthemſclzes, bat, 
purely, ſolely, entirely on W 2 a 


See Like Nuß. 28. 


Saviour. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 


or leſs degree 3 and we mult all flee to Chriſt for 
| ſpiritual bleſſings, not as 
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Saviour.—We are all ſinners, though in a more 


„but as guilty 
creatures ; a ſad mortifieatioh tis to the proud 
worldlings, or to the felf· righteous morulif, 
whom it is: the of the goſpel 
| OO F:dare ſay you 


2 be 


eaſy to me, Whatever it n 


—— and Tarn ene 
oF — r Cn, and given us on It 
of his o undo death, then it is eaſy in- 


deed. What love is here! Well migtit the a- 


pil Paul ſay, that rh le Chriſt conſtrainerh 
_ Chriſt x (tr us free; and thoſe whom nt 
— are free indeed. This is the 


of ſalvation pointed out to us by the "Wiſdom of 
htened to 


the Alm — our be 
* this this ways wh — web me onto 


men aue oſfend et! 
—— Rady his Ber mor, 


and the claſſics — ry is itt gd 0 
got by reading the ſeriptute 'carcleſbly : — 
who humbly applies to God for direction, and 
exerciſes himſelf therein oonſtantly and conſci- 
„ will ind ſuch an efficacy, as is not to be 
fonntl in any other book Whatever And there- 
fore it is called by way of inence THE 
BIBLE (or Tus BOOK) ; importing, that 
Mr Hervey had ſeen ſo bad an uſe made by the Sacinians, 
of conditions and requifites, in oppoſition to doctrine of 
free grace, that he could by no means allow even faith, much 
leſs our obedience, to be called a condition. . 
| + John viik. 36. | 


with pride, and the conceit of his own abilities, 


' 
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as this, and only this, is a divine work, no other 
books can be compared, - or even ſo much as na- 
med with it. It is the Book of books; the Book 
af Gon. Mr *** however neglects this book, 
I fear ; and indeed, if I may my ſentiments 


to you freely, I look upon him to be ſo puffed up 


that his paſſions run away with him, and he fires 
at every thing which thwarts any of the notions 
he has imbibed.—ls not ſuch a one diſqualified 
for friendſhip?—Can a man of his diſpoſition 

attend coolly to arguments againſt his 
ceived, opinions, how modeſtly or forcibly ſoever 
ſuch arguments may be-.urged?—This ſurely is 
not the ſpirit of the. goſpel; nor are theſe the 
qualities of one who fles hinaſelf a diſciple 
of that Maſter, whofe.exhortation is, Learn of me, 
for I am lowly and meet. L have no hopes of do- 
ing Mr *** any good ; and as we think ſo very 
differently, the leſs e have to do with one ano- 
ther, perhaps, the better. He really is not now 
fit even for a companion, much leſs for a boſom- 
friend. No man can he a proper aſſociate (as a 
writer of no ſmall penetration has judiciouſly re- 
marked) in whom theſe, or ſuch like infirmities 
are predominant ; namely. 
- 1, If he be reſerved, or be incapable of. com-" 
municating his mind freely.—2. It he be haugh- 
Ys and proud of his knowledge, imperious in 
his diſpoſition, and fond of impoſing his own 
ſentiments on us.—3. If he be poſitive, and 
will diſpute to the end, by reſiſting the cleareſt 
2 rather than be overcome.—4. If he 
be. fretful and 7 _—— to take things in a 
; wrong 


- 
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wrong ſenſe. —5-If he affect wit on all occaſions, 
and is full of his conceits. puns, quibbles, jeſts, 
and repartees. Theſe may ly entertain 
and animate an. haur _ bat they have no 
lace in the ſearch uth... _. 

1 6. If he n a fojt of craft and 
_ cunning,. and, diſguiſe; acting rather like 4 ſpy, 
than a friend. Hate a care of ſuch ; Aa one as will 
make an ill. uſe of freedom in converſation 

and immediately charge you with "(hocking te- 
acts, when you happen to differ from thoſe ſen- 
. which authority or e Spe bak ablith- 


7. In ſhort, avoid. the; x man JE Ss practiſes « any 
thing that is uobecoming t ard of a fin- 
cere, free, and open ſearcher. after krbth. And 


above all 7 pra . Fran N alt evil 


— as. 1 calls 5 os on chil- 
dren; and is hipped to 0 leſt he ang his fa 
mily ſhould be - His income 
- be ſure 1 1s. canty ard precarious; but I conju- 
ted him no\.to be diffident of providence, temind- 
ed him of gur - blefſed. Maſter's charge / Marth. 
vi. 25.) againſt being. too Anxigus about our ſub- 
ſiſtence in this wag and I ſent him likewiſe the 
following pallage # tom à poem of the Rev. Mr 
Onehy's ; aſſuring him at the ſame time, that if he 
would have a dye concern for the things that are 
God's, then G | would, alſo be careful of him 
oy his, 
But daughters, A thy ! ſean ; 
_ Know preſcience never was de/ign'd for man. ot: 
er 
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Their wants you dread, ſame able hand ſupplies ; 
Their baud, ſome accident deſtroys. 
From rb Jome rites und boneſl fame be grv'n ; 
bnd e e the care of heav'n. 


He ſays, 1 HE Cd es Bern DEPRIVED OF 
FORFSIC 


me Bi, in Ns to men Ind 
wy Wh 90 that” /2 57900 ge mo the are young, 
10 hich "act 1178 4 855 ter age ; for with- 
„ out that, if ble W We dene not ſubſilt 
* aboys. fourſcore years, and a new creation of 
1 men, we be; wanted i once every hundred years 


ut; 0 dee the incuBVeiencigs 'of mirriage, 
% are” ex grimen entally "known ts overbalance the 
L 5 js YOUNG FOLKs Will not 
6 re N thus the Id! is peopled.” __ 
Yout, ti Ws Colonel as made 1 preſent 


of Stef 8 Bos "Berg to all his officers. —TI 


wih, 1 When c had, been in "Tal" a "difpolition, 
that he Ka given to all the common. men, DYC 
W, N Soldier 57 Mn n Book was 
wrote 4 I SAP of Weed Ane, As I have 
been told, ang deliverg to every löldier at the 
government” 8 expence.” he Salbe s Monitor, wrote 
by the ſame hand, Was © 24g fo every ſailor.— 
And 1 think it very impolltie in the government, 
to diſcontinue 0 well-judged a donation, If I 
was chaplain to a regiment, [ would preach before 
the ſoldiers on this text; I have ſet the Lord always 
before me : becauſe be 1s at my right hand, I. ſhall 2 
be moved. Pſal. xvi. 8. go: : 
vol, VI. R Your 


| 
| 


[ 
| 
ö 
„ 
$ 
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\, Your reflections on ſeeing the ſkeleton. at Ox- 
ye] and on your near, view, of death (in the em- 
blematical ſhape of a ſkeleton with an hour-glats 
and a dart) advan ing towards you in your late 
ſickneſs, have ſuch 4 ſimilarity with thoſe of a 
worthy 1 of, wine, as I think will doth ſur- 
priſe and pleaſe you. Oh! my dear Sir, ſays he, 

* to talł of death and to enter in earneſt upon 
« dying, are two ifferent, Aeg 2105 view the 
« meſſenger, who, comes, from the Ju p of all, 
as actually, e with his open com- 
„ miſſion in one hand, and his uplifted dart to 
« execute jt i another, (an expecting grave and 
t eternal judgment 10 his immediate train), is 
& as different as to vig w- a painted; lion, who is 
* only terrible on can dyag, and actually to fee him 
with his, rglling, ey yes, and really 10 hear his 
" tremendaus : roar. 

Have you. ſeen. the Rev, Mr, Adam's, Prafiical 
lectures on the Ghurch-catecha m?—Heis an ;Expe- 
rienced Chriftiap,—and a ſpirit performance it 

1s.—The ſame. gentleman. . Wrote the preface to 
M: (Truro) H. ew s hear us Jermons.—Dr 
das made me a preſent o wrote in the 
blank leaf before the title- why 4 © What betwixt 


#< the 1 8 gf g the ague of hopes and 


«« fears, the fever. of lave,, is e con ſumption of 
© envy, our ae. mind 8 are kept, under a 
C6 continual di 515 gain which, theſe, lectures 


< arc a certain Pech r. Adam is reor of 


I, intringbam in 3 r has made, I am 


told, an amazing reformation amoßgſt the people 
in that neighbourhood, who before his ſettlement 
amongſt them were remarkably diſſolute and ig- 

norant. 


-«& A: tes. £2 *Is.. 
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| norant.—He' ſpares no pains in diſcharging his 


miniſterial ' duty. His congregations are ver 
large, 1 hear; and men, women, and children, 
come ten or a dozen miles to attend his preach- 
in | r innert u PDT WE GS 


A gentleman lent me the other day Dr Leland's 
View of the principal” Deiflital "writers: amongſt 
which is one Mot cx, who ſtyles bimſelf a 
MORAT "PHILOSOPHER; a character which is 
of late grown 24 faſhionable amongſt our mo- 
dern Deiſts; but Tut y might with equal pro- 
priety call themſelves MR TCULOUS ftEALERS; 
for THEY could as ſoon heal a decayed body by 
their moral philoſoþhy, as THEN could cure the 
ſin- ſick 80 55 it.—Miſerable teachers are all 
ſuch, who thus pretend to reform either them- 
ſelves, or mankind. He only can caſt devils out 
of the ſoul, who can ſay to the leper, Be thou 
clean; and to the ſtorm, Be chu fill He only 


can heal the decayed body, who hath ſaid to the 
paralytic, "Take 4 thy bed and walk: " 


I am, dear Sit, with great reſpect, and much 


„ ESO” JU TIES 


eſteem, your moſt obliged, and very humble ſer- 


vant. 


Nt" N 


ns- lin ds osten: 


1 


P. 8. I have a particular reaſon for defiring you 


would give me your well-weighet opinion of the 
amiable Dr Watts oxTRODOXY and cnARITx 
'vVn1TED.—ft is wrote with an excellent defign. 
he gentleman who perſuaded me to purchaſe 


it, is a, perſon of great candour, learning, and 
piety. He is ſo fond of this book, that he has 


recommended it ta all his diſtant acquaintance z 
and rarely goes into any company, without in- 
| Aaz? 


troducin 2 


i 
| 


— —— — — . 3 
* 
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troducing it in the converſation; he extols it in 
the ſtrongeſt terms, as a piece which no Chriitian 
ought to be without, ſince its grand end is to pro- 
Do charitable ſentiments. and practices towards 
one another, amidft the numerous follies and er- 
rors of the time. Would to God our religious 
differences were properly ſettled on a ſare founda- 
tion, that the contending parties were reconciled 
in love; and that all we who call our/eives Chriſti- 
ant, might Sad the faith in unity of ſpirit, in the 
bond of peace, and ove rig N He. Amen, 
and amen. __ | 
Sn AN. 2. 7 l 


Josi run 
L E ae * cHxxx y. 


Dear Si = » Wefton-Favell, Nov. 4- 1757. 

OUiwehderat my delay in anſwering your 
very friendly letter. This is the true cauſe. 
When 1: ed your favour, I was very buſy, 
in diſpatehing to the preſs my three faſt-ſermons, 
lately publiſhed: By ſome accident your letter 
was miſlaid, and could not be found. This day 


it came to light; and, the moment I looked up- 


1 


on the date it ſtruele me with a painful regret, 


a regret almoſtiequal 'to the owes enjoyed 3 in 
your edifying converſation. 

Your lady has ſhewn the moſt ns com- 
plaifance to me, and to the Tole; to me, in ac- 
cepting/v whit 10 lese than a trifle; to the roſe, in 

ide 2.44 


. When this"getrleman way. at Witch, Mr Kervey (as he 
walked with him in the garden) plucked à roſe, and deſired 
im to preſent it to his wife. to put her in mind of the Roſe of 
Sharon: She paid that regard to the giver and the gift, as to 
vut it into a frame witha * N 


putting 


N — 
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putting it to ſuch auſe. Could that poor vege- 
table be ſenſible, it would rejoice to be a remem- 
brancer of 'its moſt amiable Creator. The pro- 
phet calls upon the whole creation, inanimate as 
it is, to exult and triumph in the grace of our 
incarnate God. Sing, O 'beavens; be joyful, O 
earth; break forth into finging, ye mountams; 0 
foreſts, and every tree, whether cultivated or wild; 
for the Lord, by his incarnation, blood, and 
righteouſneſs, bas redeemed Hrael, and glorified him- 
ſelf, moſt magnificently. diſplayed all his divine 
erfections, in the ſalvation of Facob. 
 T heartily wiſh, that, Mrs “ may become, 
every day, more and more acquainted with the 
Roſe of Sharon”; that his lovelineſs, riches, and 
glory may be revealed in her heart, by the Holy 
Ghoſt, Happy the fonls, in which this flower 
of heaven bloſſoms; Which are charmed with 
its . and refreſhed with its odours. Their 
happineſs will nat fade as a leaf, but, like the me- 
rit and mercy. of their Lord, will be new every 
morning; new every moment, new through e- 
ternal ages. no is 4212) Din ; . . | g 
I wiſh, I could gratify your benevolent temper, 
by giving you a comfortable account of my 
health. But nothing adminiſtered for its ſaccour 
and reſtoration, ſucceeds; It ſeems to be the will 
of our great Phyſician, that my ſtrength, ſhould 
be labour and forrow. May his holy will be 
done; only may my faith in his blood be ſtrong, 
and my love of his name be warm. Then I 
ſhall meet you, ere long, amidſt the innumer- 
able company of angels, and no more complain, 
My head, brad; no more fay, I am ct. 
9 10 
e A a 3 How 
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How ſhall I recompenſe generous doctor, 
for preſcribing without a fee By wo that 
he may never want the aid. ah e _ 
pagers. fo fs, rhe; 


AﬀeKionare friend, god, 


„tu 28.28 ve Wore Ch tiſt, Ge. 


A WSEEUT Ns Mut "OL? 5 1 Eu- 
Dear e L: ated 121 mp evYIUE 1944 481 es 


review " your, {| 1 8, for 
3 
110 e them. 

as 9 but when you 
exerciſe, Jodi, ein * 7 thoſe 
e 75 — 3 ore a a ag on 
what you af bout, tir up, the gift 0 
God Sieh big 2 zcalous 3 PE. e 
and you yourlelt. 1 55 prove ee better than 

<li 


1 can for von 1095 y ſuggeſt, 4 as ſoon 

as you, Hove. 155 as, hi ch heads for 
Taking. Fong his e en 

let us. work 


another on. a 
ou while 1. — was 10 


While. te Hay la car es rhe Juggs 
is at $96.0 oo . 12 10 at hand. 
watch and pray 15 t we may jt 2255 
e 
rt 0 4-4 non. 1, 6 94 'T 
1 de pa ph letter, . ent by a A 
and no m M1080) at ie ib 
” ky, Thi 1 Pleaſure 1 Ln inform 
% you, 1 I brought to a ſenſe of my 
4% duty, to a was an entire ſtranger till 


* lately. * be to God, I have now ſome 
bk | & * concern 


„ 
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* concern upon my mind, ſome ſerious thoughts 
« of a future ſtate !—How amazing is it, that a 
« perſon ſhould arrive at my years, without 
knowing any thing of the religion he profeſſes 
„ Strange as it is, this was my "Caſe ; for, till 
« within theſe ſix months; T was as much in the 
« dark as to ſpiritual affairs, as one who had 
« never heard the name pf Chriſt. The Bible 
«« was to me the fag. = an unknown language, 
and all my pretences to religion were nothing 
„ but a mere lifelefs formality.” Oh that the 
« inexpreſſible marks of che love of my God and 
„ his goodneſs to tue. may increxle the love 1 
* owe to him, more and more eve day! * 
Our friend Mt H—, who Ou, know is a 
great favourer of — 47 ſtic writers,” has defired 
me to read Mr Lyw's & | . and $; = 
love, Which is an ap t. 1 
aſk him,” whether” he deffgned Ach pern of 
oy me NI am fire? it has done tie firft to me, 
may it da the latter to Him. _ "What need 
have we to pray for that bleſſed Which 
may lead = into all wüth een 
1 hey? n to be wee ban eng 
even pin the moſt a as) Dor m 
of the divide" word! =_ 6n't-you 
reliſh its ſtreetneſs, 4 Web and 
more? The ap oftle._ in) oins — fo = 
CharR6, Ibu r 22 278 A hefd. 
8.) ; and if we are to thank R aun 
doch 6bght we 7e tpk Hit,” bel en the 
ficiently thank hit for uch urtredfüfy of bleff- 
ings as the holy Bible contai s for us And yet, 
As it credible there are; there are thoſe, 
A a4 who 
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who neglect theſe gracious tidings of a reconci- 
liation with, God, through the mediation of his 
own Son Jeſus Chriſtg SOL ae 
Bat ,whatgyer be the 8 of others, let 
you and, I. „dear, Sit, eſteem, it as it deſerves, and 
ſay with,the .Palmit,cd wl,debght. mpſelf in thy 


YN Son Rh. Le Soo bits. df. "T3, 


pg ti in not forget thy word. Male me to 
mee, thy fr ecepts,1.fo ſhall I talk of 
”_ = RAFOKS FOGT HS and, your ite; prayed to 


God for illumiaations aud aalked of divine things. 
That this may be accomplithed in us, and that 
we may follow David s example, I dare = fy * 
will add an amen, to the ay amen of, of. 
TYERE, * * Dear 8 ir, 
Rs 8 vu aus. nber, 


t 161 TUO HOT; $63 1.44 > * 

* 8 e old, and d. and grieved I am 40 bell # it 
be ones, ehen Ms is grown quite in- 
* very laudable cheraticy for a clergy- 
* man), and, has, entirely laid aſide his; tranſlation 
and improvement of the elegant Dr Srearne, De 
viftatione. inſirnarum. Ne ſhewed me a ſpecimen 
of it ſome months ago. I he tranſlation was ſpi- ta 
aue 5 ce en well . to ſupply tbe WM in 
9915 othing perhaps is more m. 
wanted „ or v —— uictul,, (eſpecially to ¶ ce: 
the cle 8) be Jugicious treatiſe gn, viding WM am 
the, Fa 1 2 Neat. eee but, Lam I thi 
there. is nal It to ex- cv; 
4 „J bever vet. — — mipd.—The 1 
410 5.compgniony; as it is called; is little more BW fo. 
than a collection of prayers, with the order of vi- aſic 
: fitation of; the lick, out of the; common prayer, 
9, e r ke and che office of Ps 

an 


— — 


GY —, © yr 


Let. 186, oF-- L ET T E RS. 377 


and private baptiſm. If methinks ſuch a man 
as Mr }- of T-— could find time to ſet a- 
bout it, it would be done effeftually, becauſe he 
js a moſt experienced Chriſtian,” and has long 
been accuſtomed to the chambers of the ſick, and 
would write from fats} and his o Fpowledge 
of the human mind. I would not give a-ruſh 
for a jumble compiled from different authors. 
That is the labour af the head; and not the feel- 
ing of the heat / and ca nerer produce che clieQs 
me N IL Aa A K 
424 ILL AW all nol! 
n Wer 


Ts ＋ 1 LKK VI. 

Dear Si Ain Woll, Jan. 8. 17 57. : 
ANY- 4 tor your laſt leiter, one it 
deliglited and cdified me. Think no more 
your” Sion 


— 


of een, any preſent from 
of books. It is in your e 125 te a great- 
N 1128 te ko Ten 7 1 10 * | 

I am-particulatly deli with 50 8 
tation of ]) . Vours ſenſe is grand and 
inexpreſſibly important ; aud withogt your ſenie, 
weilige e pe Uta ae is like — 
cent portal, without à hinge to turn 
am dises and camforted with your analyſis of 
the whble verſe. N moſt encouraging aud b. 
evangelical aden covenanit.of grace 
| am: forryyauiare diverted from enlgr upon 
ſo excellent a ſubject. Let this wr; ue en 
aſide, but only poſtponed. 

am much pleaſed with your remarks ag * 


***'s ſermon. I ſay it ſometime ago, and thaught 


„ 


win 
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with you, that he entirely -miſtook the meaning 
of his text; that his views of the goſpel were 
very dim, and his account of that miracle of 
grace, ſalvation by Chriſt, very lame. I had al- 
io the bappineſs to be — Fuß of y your opi- 
nion, with regard to his in FROG OED againſt 
reaſon. .1 declare, ] lot y religion to 
be reaſon in it Higheſt wh molly My reaſon 
ſays, 'Prove-all thingr; admit nothing without a 
fatisfaRory proof; add When any thing is proved 
to be revealed by God. receive It as an oracle.— 
IL cannot but N likewiſe, that every part of 
our religiog {t ou abſolutely 'undiſtoverable by 
reaſon) is, be e and under ſtood, per- 
fectly ration, a8 ft 0 $with the attributes 
of the” waren e le tate of man, and is 
moſt SAmfrab y adapted brink the divinc 
glory, and ved al W Weser is 
formed with ſuch a och * this my reaſon 
moſt readily" JubErives, nd pronoutices Worthy 
of all acceptance. eg Mg hos”) 
I hopes bye che Ups of the artival f he in. . 
cloſed frank, you Will have a fte *reddy for WM 
the veſſel: und to e, I „it Wir de er 
more ptecitits klian the THere MO ere 
the gain Rae i & a N eee 
 Youliuc&Hken an ESA method, to make 
meien v As my At 18, Hand Tall as my 
TS wore | enetual for the fotare"ig my 
Obie Hand has eng th n 
— a pen, Ar tardy in execiting this 
office, ot ler in difchitgiby 12 debt any 
more. 


bo am entirely of your e, with e900 'n 
tne 
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che aſpect of the times; there ſeems to be. 0 black 
cloud hanging over the Proteſlant world. I fear, 
Joe have abuſed our priyileges. Now, perhaps. 
1. the Lord is going to takę bis fan in his hand, and _ 
, thoroughly purge his floor. Prepare us. blefled 
jeſus! bg e e in an hour of trial i be out 
light in a day of darkn els; 1 grrlby93D.Þ gl 
have had ſome, Fogg of publiſhing a couple 
of ſermons, .preached,on two preceding faſt- 
days, relative to this important point one upon 
Exel. — 27. the other upon Hab xi, 28. Of 
theſe two diſcourſes, contrary to my uſual method. 
happened to take notes, They pretend to no- 
thing refined or extraordinary. they affect neither 
—4 ſentiments Lead ſtyle; they ate ſtu- 
diouſly plain. ; only think, they enlarge more up- 
on Chriſt our anctification,, our redemption, our 
only refugey than moſt of the diſcourſes, which I 
have ſeen waitten on, that. occaſion, Will you 
give me Your advices and put up a Prayer for the 
divine direction | Ae lg 
I lang for, the arrival. pf, your, precious cargo ; 
to me it is peculiarly. precious, as it makes evi- 
dent, .xhat life and immortality were known. in 
ancient times, and reycaled in the ancient ſerip- 
mutes. It ſeems to me a — and worſe than 
eke an uſeleſs attempt, to controvert, and. endeavour 
m ww overthrow. chi truth. May you,gdear Sir, have 
| much of thę Spirit of wi e 
150 to diſcovet e truth much of the Spirit of cou 
„and of might, to, diſplay, defend, 1 TN 
the n Sven the truth, as it is in * + | 


Yours e and va Se. 


WA 7 77 AA 


EE. 
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Idiom Sir, | Saturday Morning. 

Find by the papers, that your old friend Dr 

the phyſician is dead Wbat a call to us 
to get our lamps trimmed, and our ſouls ready 
for their exit !-—what @ forcible admonition to de 
good to immortal fouls, while we have opportuni- 
ry May the God of glory be ever with you, and 
bleis you with all ſpiritnal bleſſings f it 
I greatlywich chat thoſe in the practice of phy- 
fic, wouldiſtudy St Paul as well as Hippocrates, 
and attend occationally to the religious Wants 
of their. patients, when they are contulted as to 
their bodity di orders; This would be acting the 
part of Qhriſtiun phyſicians This would be en- 
deavauring co pi after the compaſſionate phyti- 
cian of mankind, who, vhile he cured the dan, 
cured the ſoull hg: 
3 Being totally and:coptinually filent.at the pa· 
tient's bed ſide, is, 1 think, in ſome meaſure, 
denying or being aſhamed of the divine Redeemer, 
— — plood.— 1s it not; as it 
were; tufuſing to embark in his cauſe? How 
many. ſick might be improved and comforted by 
a phyſiaian, . without any. hindrance to his pre- 
ſeriptions detriment to his character, or loſs of 
hiatime Ohl that theſe maſters of the healing 
art would ſet : the Lord always before them, and 
then he would direct their paths! 
I was looking the other hap into. the life of Si 
Philip Sidney, who wrote the Arcadia, in Queck 
Ehkfabeth's time and J find it recorded of him 


thats 1 * ſhot in the th in nr?” 
| E the 
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« the Spaniards near Zulphen in Holland, and 
T -parched with thirſt, a bottle of liquor was 
« procured for him ;—and. juſt as Sir Philip was 
« about drinking it, a poor ſoldier in the ſame 
« condition, bleeding and ghaſtly, was carried 
along by him, and * his w. eyes at 
«. the fame: bottle; which 2 Philip perceiving, 
took ĩt from his: o mouth, :and-rgive-it the 
poor man, with theſe worde, Tu Y NECESSITY, 
9 HOUBETD FRIEND, I$/Y;E/Q! GREATER THAN 
„ MINE.” —He told the! ſurgnons when they cut 
him, “that they had iudetd a mat under their 
hands of a ſenkble and delicate nature, yet one 
to hom the great Redeemer had given power 
* above himſelf,. eithet᷑ to oo, or su r HER; and 


therefore defired they would: not throw a ble- 


miſh on their art, through over tenderneſs. 

His laſt words were; »#* Love my memory: 
« cheriſh my friends: — their fidelity th me 
may aſſute you they uro honeſt : but above 
all govern your own: will and affections, by the 
will and word of your -Qreator and — in 
* ME beholding the end of this world, and all its 
*« vanities,” I:will warrant» you the: ſoldiers. re- 


membered theſe words of their! general and ſo 


would the fick, in like manner, long remember 
the words .of their phyſician; if he weuld now. 
and then introduce a ſewireligious-hints, and 
drop occaſionally a eee eee with 
propriety and ſeriouſneſ :/: on 5 
Worldly craftineſs is æ bad guide 1 with you 
may have religious diſcretion -for yours; as Tele- 
machus, had the diſcreet Mentor, —and that you 


would begin (inſtead of paying court to the great! 


to 
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to court ſouls for the everlaſting Bridegroom.— 
This is your true intereft, —and will avail you, 
when every worldly” confideration will be found 
ine ffectual. * * l: In -an TT, 

As ſoon as I had read Mr g letter, T burnt it 
according to your deſire. Who can now tetrieve 
the ſyllables, ſentences, and words? Thus are the 
uns, all the ſins of them that believe in the divine 
Jeſus, done away. What a privilege! what 
blefling ! ſhould not dur ſouls exult in it ? ſhould 
not out diſtoutſe dwell u Wi FT $1070; 
Adieu, dear Sir and believe me, with great 
reſpect, and hearty wiſhes for your preſent and 
eternal Welfare, — yours, Smeg, 


bl | 
Brit Thor: i dae 
* 


——_. 


— 


L. E 1 T E R CLXXXVII. 
Dear Sir, Wefton-Favell, April 16. 1757. 
Elieve me your letters are far from fatiguing 
B me; the / reffeſh : 6 even under in greateſt | 
weakneſs. ey tell me of Jefts Which was 4 
crucified, the b on! cortial for my men. ſoul, th 


Wbat, do you think, is the meaning of—Bu 
this ſhall be with burning and fuel of fire, If. ix. 5. 
Is NR a ſubſtantive? 1 ſhould rather take it for 
an adjective, agreeing with x. Let the interpre- 


tation of this place f the caſe of your letter. * 
I am raiſed indeed from my bed, but not fe- = 


leaſed from my chamber, after a violent fever. 
The two preceding Sundays I have been enabled to 
officiate 2 myſelf; and my diſorder has left up- 
on me ſo grievous a cough, as makes my days, 
efpecially my nights, become labour and ſorrow. 
Pray favour me with the continuation of you! 
f thoughts. 
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thoughts. They chear and comfort me, in my 
languid eſtate.—The two ſermons were tranſeri- 
5 bed, before this ſickneſs ſeized me. And, fince I 
have your encouragement, they ſhall foon (if my 


to entitle them, The time of, danger, and The way 
of ſafety . The Lord God omnipotent _ 
pany them with his bleſſing Mean they are, 

the ſtones from the ſhepherd s, fling; but I re- 
member it is written, They. ſhall ſaubdie with fling - 
fonesr. In this word do I truſt, in this word do 1 


and God even our FATHER, give yqu, dear Sir, 


have ſhewed to your truly-affe&ionate end. 


LEE. * CLXXSIX, 


- My dear Friend, We for Fave May 19,.1 57 
A my beſt for-your — and 
0 


_—— TT 


valuable letter. It found me; juſt releaſed 

m the chamber of ficknels; the fever removed, 
the cough abated, but my ſtrength like the bruiſed 
reed, And now my mind is a fellow-ſufferer 


with m ; Ls ee enervated, that js en- 
. 1 body, 


However, as 13 am \ delighted with your criti- 
ciſms, give me leave to propoſe another text to your 
conſideration, which puzzled me much, as I was 
reading yeſterday ; you will find it in Zech. xiv. 
6. 7. The 2 of the ſixth verſe ſeems to be 
mah difficult. 

A ſermon or two I am till inclined to publiſh, 


See theſe ſermons in vol. V. p. 3. &c. 


In 


life is prolonged) be put to the preſs. I propole. 


comfort me. May our Lord Jeſus 5 Chriſt himſelf, _ 
everlaſting conſolation, for all the kindneſs you 
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In this and in all our ways, may the God of all 
_wifdom" direct us, and the God of all grace pro- 
ſper us, through Jeſus Chriſt. | 
have not the honour of Lord D——'s ac- 
quaintance; but I hear that he is full of grace, 
and valiant for the truth; a lover of Chriſt, and 
an ornament to his goſpel. Lady F—— is alive 
and full of good works, and I hope grows up in 

| pI 


him-in all things who is the head. 

(rhom you inquire after) till reſides at ; 
is in high repute as a phyfician, and, I truſt, does 
not forget ot — — the one thing needful ; tho 
the world, the tmiling world, is a Lord, 
ſtop our ears againſt its inchanting ſong, and let 
our blind to its inveigling charms. — Mr 
Moſes Browne executes his miniſtry at Olney, with 
much acceptance, I am informed, and with a 
good deal of ſucceſs. —About ten days ago Mr 
PS took a family=dinner with me.— Our con- 
- verſation turned partly upon points of literature, 
partly: upon evangelical ſubjects. O] that we 
may taſte the ſweetneſs, feel the energy of the 
latter, and count all things as droſs in compari- 
ſon of their tranſcendent excellency ! —Is not your 
interpretation of Zech. xiv. 6. 7. rather too forced 
Is not the following ſomewhat more natural and 
eaſy, if not more ju :?? 2 

I. ſhall come o paſe in that day, there ſhall not le 
Agbt, foll- ant ſtrong,” in oppoſition to the gloom 
of night; but now effulgence and clearneſs of 
viſion, anon obſcurĩty and dimneſs of viſion : 7 
it ſhall be ent real, determinate day ; whoſe dura: 
tion, whoſe properties, and all whoſe circumſtan- 
ces, are known tothe-Lord, Thus much he hath 
LY CAS SR 7 5 * gracioully 


. 2 ” 
— & 4 
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1 
graciouſly revealed by his prophet, that, durin 
the firſt periods, the poop and the. ons 
this — Aiſpenſation, it ſhall not be entire 


day nor entire night, hut a mixture ot interchange 
of both. ph ey grace. triumphant, ſome- 


— jt darkeniug;. 4 | | 
ghtening che ſtare. of. oi Brag row- 


ſperity bri 

ever, at the. cven- tide, h an 

is leaſh ex d. it ball, he yomixed, 1 ng, 
3 37rd 
« the light, fe the, Lhe» ght of the. fim, as 
the hight 0 Wen the gh fm, 
d with the. knezoledge, of the Lord. und bir peo ple 


i is; 4b} Lohr er 01 
cenſutę, ſalidly correct chis interpreta- 
% hank it: zicaproper ; and give me 
according ng to your OWN; appoint- 
— ener for the cpmfacrand edi 
2 92 h £47 el bier 
915 907 Rage 2 f r up 19 
71 Gen 3 ery affectionate. [Or 
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oh 


rr + 2 KR 1 i hs 


dean Friend, Wefton-Favell, n 
1 Have been too tardy in ac — + 1 
ccipt of your letter, which was vefy valuable, 
and deſerved thanks, as ſpeedy as they are ſincere. 
—The true cauſe of my delay js this; 1 have 
been preparing two or hive ſermons for the preſ; 
to my enervated hand, is really a work. 


toil, Yeſterday 14 t them to London, h 5 
Vor. VI. No = b _ "_ 3 
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to ſee them in print, within the ſpace of a fort- 
night. I purpoſe to have ſome upon neat paper, 
for the uſe of the gentry, if God ſhall incline 
the hearts of any to look into them; 
and others upon worſe paper, for the benefit of the 
poor, and the conveniency of giving away.—As 
ſoon as they appear, you will give me leave to ſend 
you a copy ; and if you ſhould like to give them 
among poor, I will ſend. you a conſiderable 
number. With them Iintend to put into your hands 
a treatiſe lately publiſhed, under the title of Ler- 
ters on Theron and Aſpaſio, in two ſmall volumes. 
The author is a Scotchman, I preſume, becauſe 
they were printed at Edinburgh, and he gave orders 
for a ſet to be ſent to me from Edinburgh. He 
conceals his name, and none that I am acquaint- 
ed with, are able to diſcover whoſe work it is *, 
There are ſome ftriftures on my performance; 
but by far the greateſt part of the book is very 
wide from this mark. Some things are truly ex- 
cellent, and ſome animadverſions upon me are 
perfectly juſt, but others (if I miſtake not) are 
unfair and diſingenuous +. The manner of wri- 
ting is by no means deſpicable, rather elegant and 
ſpirited, than coarſe or dull. But there is ſuch 
an implacable bitterneſs of ſpirit, and ſuch an 
unchriſtian virulence of cenſure, againſt many of 
the beſt men that ever lived, and beſt authors that 
ever wrote, as much ſurpriſes and greatly offends 
me. I think, I never ſaw a notion of faith more 


* The author is Mr Robert 2 
preacher at Edinburgh, a diſciple of Mr John Glas, Ser Mr 
Cudworth's anſwer to his book, vol. IV. p. 291. G. 
. ns + See vol. V. p. 228, note, 


ur 
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lax, nor an idea of grace more exalted, than in 
this book. However, I will not foreſtall your 
jadgment, but will defice your acceptance af the 
piece, and your remarks upon it. Ht 
I your account of the ancient believers and 
their knowledge of: Chriſt be right, then the opi- 
nion of the generality of divines is wrong; they 
ſuppoſe, that the devout Fews ſaw in their ſacri- 
fices, not barely a nobler ſacriſice to be offered up 
by the Saviour, but the Saviour himſelf ſuffer- 
ing, bleeding, and dying. How will you recon- 
— with your ſcheme, 2 declaration, The 
goſhel was preached unta them, explained by his de- 
Laas el the goſpel, Chrift died for: our /ins? 
Heb. iv. 2. 1 Cor. xv. 34—You N. ry 
„any where ſignify effulgence? In Je xxxi. 
27. you will find . bearing this ſigniſication ; 
yet I muſt confeſs; I am not thoroughly fatisfed - 
with my own interpretation, it is to low and 
reſtricted. For the prophet is evidently - foretel- 
ling a ſtate of things and a ſtock of knawledgo, 
greatly ſuperior to any thing enjoyed uudet the 
Jew diſpenſation ; and to this laſt, I think, my 
expoſition is moſt ſuitable. I hope you have a 
long letter ready, and will not puniſh my delay, 
according to the rigour of the law of: retaliatian. 
lam, with unfeigned gratitude,” "7s 
and cordial afteQion,ryours, c. 
ONE 08 4 — a0 nt” ee 
Pray favour me with your diſſertation on Feb, 
his time, his country, and religion. They are 
very eurious ſubjects, and you will enrich them 
with evangelical truths. : 


K | E | 8 ER cc r= vc. 


. 
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LETTER . CXCT, 


dear Friend, Weſton-Favill, I 
Ah ANY thanks for your laſt; oy 215 it, 
; and read it again, and the Lord give mea 
right underſtanding ot chat _—_ precious and 
| — ih 105 

I hope you will accompany my ſermons. ach 
your prayers to God, for a bleſſing on them, 
the reader, and the writer; and I ſhall be truly 
thankful for the communication of any remarks, 
corrections, or improvements, that may occur in 
r peruſal of them. This and any other of 
my writings I ſhould be glad to have rectified, 
where they are wrong, - enriched where they arc 
impoveriſhed ; becauſe, though ſuch im improvement 
may come too late to take — while 1 live, they 
may, when I am dead, — admitted, and <nabl 

me to ſpeak more uſefully. 
What think you of the method taken by 
2 critic, to imerpret Pſal. Ixviii. 30. ? H 
#n loco, fera arundinis, 2 — robuſtorum, et juvenci, 


unt leones, tauri, ' pecudeſque laſcivientes, t 
5 feroces inſolenteſque ; quibus, — 
tune, addis pſaltes we 352 Dama, Bec oft; I Here: 
word is wanting in the original, and not know- 
ing 1 hs is referred to, we 2 not 
ſuppl rom thence], de induſtria conculcantt: 

22 „ — nimirum tt 

vaſtantes vicinorum Judeorun bona.—The author 
whether xy from N currere,' may, con- 
Þ y59d with the propriety of the Hebrew lar. 
guage, be interpreted a river ? Might he not alſo 


| . whether Y is ever, FU the. Hebre 
- writers, 
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writers, and by way of adjective, uſed to deſcribe 
the colour of the waters? Homer, I remember, has 
—l[beu@& & epyvpod ons. 


But I am not certain, that any ſuch expreſſion 


ined admittance into the ſchool of the prophets. 
Your ſentiments upon this criticiſm, will __ 


tain, inſtru, and oblige, dear Sir, | 
Your truly-alfeRtionate . 
n friend f reit 


— 


fs * / 


3 * 


“ ͤ o 
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My dear Friend, Saturday 2 . 
OW fares it wich you Dee I 


find with buſineſs 2 — ſilt,” truſt, re- 
membering Chriſt, and eternal oy vu | 
I think you reaſon well, and very ſtrongly on 
what you propoſe.--May the wiſdom, from w ich 
nothing is hid, direct you in all your underta- 
kings — may the power, to which nothing is im- 
poſſible, proſper your preſcriptions for my bene- 
fit, and that of others! I aſſure you I ſhall ſteadi- 
ly perſevere in the uſe of them, and intend to 
begin very ſoon : though a continued cold and 
an unexpected j journey, ave hitherto unfitted me 
from taking any medicines of this ſort. Mr , 
of whom you inquired after me yeſterday, told me 
ew imputed to the journey my , neg ect i in not 
aving yet ſent your preſcription to the apothe- 
cary's ;—and I am obliged to your candour for 
acribing it to that cauſe, and not to any -diſteggrd 
of your advice : for I am perſuaded, Ar 
nt», MBS." e 


- o * 
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5 qua Pergama dextra 
Defend: poſſent, etiam hac defenſa fuiſſent. 
© Pig. En. II. 
I have juſt been reading Gerbard's Chriſtian ſup- 
port under all gffiictions ; and a moſt excellent book 
it is.—lf your medicines have not the deſired ef. 
fect, I muſt ſeek relief from n1M :—From #1» 
do I ſay rom a fellow-mortal !—Ah ! what are 
all the conſolations that all the creatures in the 
univerſe can afford, in compariſon of that grand 
conſolation of our condeſcending Lord's, Te are 
282 John xv. 14. Come and inberit the king- 
epared for you, Matth. xxv. 34. Where the 
enhabitants ſhall na more ſay, I am fick, 11. xxxiii. 
24.— And where there ſhall be no more death nor ſor- 
row, Rev. xxi. 4. | 3 
I am, my dear friend, with great eſteem, 
under a due ſenſe of many obligations. 
_ Moſt affectionately, and moſt ſincerely yours, 


— 


L n * N R N cin. 


My dear Friend, . Saturday Morning. 
F you have any law-books by you, I wiſh you 
would look into the indexes, and ſee what 
ws have been made to ſecure the Lord's-day 
from profanation, Tis pity that theſe “ ſhould 
be unknown to the common people; and ſtill 2 
greater pity, that our juſtices of peace ſhould not 
: | exert 


Al perſons, who. profane the Lord's-day, are liable w 
the following penalties ; and it is much wiſhed that the mag: 
ſtrates would determine to put theſe laws in execution with 
- the urmolt ſtrictneſi. 


By 


| 


- By doing or executing any 


Let. 1934 or LETTERS. 39 


exert themſelves vigorouſly in an affair of ſuch 
conſequence to the preſent and eternal welfare of 
their fellow-creatures, I wiſh à ſpirited pam- 
phlet was judiciouſly drawn up and publiſhed on 
this occaſion ; ſetting the fins of oMiss10Nn in a 
true light.—lt grieves me to think how much 
gon might be done, eſpecially by gentlemen Who 
have leiſure and abilities to plan ſchemes for the 
public benefit: but ſo far are they from applying 
themſelves in good earneſt to promote religion, 
that they too genetally ridicule or diſcourage any 
attempts of this kind.— Ah! how little do they 
reflect, that the night is coming on apace when 
no man can work, John ix. 4. and that for all 
theſe things God will bring them into judgment. 
Can you tell me who was the author of THE 
Dur v of ReyRooF ? The moſt material objec- 


buſineſs or work of their SUP 29th Car. II. cap. 9. 
ordinary callings on the] perſons conviet hereof by 
Lord's - day, or any part | viewofajuſticeof the peace, 
thereof, (works of neceſ- confeſſion of the party, or 
fity and charity only ex- r 
cepted),--under which head be put in the ſtocks two 
ts included ſhaving on Sun- hours : licenſed houſes be- 
days, which is a moſi ſhame- | fides forfrit their licences. 
pak DIETS hy ſame act it is forfeiture = 
public crying, or expoſing e it is forfei 
to ſale any wares, merchan- f of goods ſo expoſed to ſale. 
diſe, &c. | | h + 
By idling, or wandering in ** the ſame act 5 5. or ſtocks 
, two hours 


time of divine ſervice, 


= 


' By 1ſt Fac. I. cap. 9. if con- 
vict of ſuch permiſſion, are 
aw? 1 a" er 
Rs diſabled to 

8 in their houſes, Frecp an alchouſe for three 


- 


Fears, by 31ſt Jac: I. cap. . 
B b 4 | tions 
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tions againſt reproving are there conſidered : 


ſome cautions and directions are added, — and in 
ſuch a manner, as may facilitate the ſacceſsful 


diſcharge of this duty —A duty too much neg- 
lected, though injoined us by no leſs authority 
than the ſcripture itſelf, which is * 4 


reproof. Reprove one that hath underfianding, ſay 


Solomon, and- be - will | uriderfland knowledge, Prove 


xix. 25. And the apoſtle Paul urges Timot 
prove, rebuke, and exhort, with all long-ſuffermg 
and doBrinie, 2 Tim. iv. 2: — Indeed, my dear 
friend, you are — deficient in this duty of re- 
proof, though you have ſo many opportunities of 
doing it with the utmoſt propriety.— Pray read 
this little pamphlet over and over again.— Weigh 
jt thoroughly. —Vou will then, through the grace 
of God, be zealous in reproving others, and will 
readily pardon the freedom I have occaſionally 
taken in reproving you whom I ſo much love 
and value. Yoo remember Sir George Lyttelton's 
lines. 

Sie HIV WINS co tee th; ener 

But greater yours fincerity to bear. 


Dr Sherlock's Defence and Continuation of bis 
diſcourſe concerning the knowledge of Jeſus Chrif, 
and our union and communion with bim, was put 
into my hands the other day; but in my opini- 
on it is far from rr a ſatisfactory * 3 


* . Dr Slerhet in his is Difencs c. page 573. oo 6 Ln 
oe 3 with maintaining the Secinian notion of juſtification, 
hut it is no other than what the church of England Owns 

* Ine .—Thave er page 516. © n 


by to re- 


=_— = 
. 1 


* aa 1 a tw 


” _ —_ hs 
— > 
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told it is well executed, and it muſt be very 
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—Antiſozz0 * is an-unanſwerable book ; and Dr 
Sber laat never was ſo gravelled in al his life; as 
he was by the publication of that witty, - Kee, 
and ſolid performance. - 2015 c lik 
Do you know any one who has aotSchmidiui's 
Greek Concordance to the Greet 7 e Lam 
fer= 
viceable, as it ſhews at one view in hat ſen{& the 
ſame word is uſed in different paſſages. I will 
boy it, but ſhould be glad to ſee it firſt, if you 
can borrow it for me. „ 96 TRANS dB; 
Biſhop, Patrick on Contentnient and roi Agnation, 
I here return n; as a Dr eo on the 
ſame ſubject. 1% Nen 
—— — Precial Redemption; l 
mult beg to keep a little longer, eſpecially as you 
tell me your ſentiments and his are nearly tlie 
ſame.—Our friend Mr *** highly eſteems tis 
book; and he has ſent me Baxter's Aphoriſmis on 
Juftif.cation, which he has defired me, as they are 


„ moſt of thoſe expoſitions which my adverſaries « 
by Socinianiſm, as I have occaſio 
* Ferguſon in his Intereft of Reaſon, &c. page 475. has put to- 
* gether ſome texts which he thinks I have ſo expounded, as 
* to deſtroy their evidence for the Godhead of Chriſt.” 7 
which charge Sherlock replies —Again, page 534. I have 
taken notice of every thing which was material in my ad- 
verſaries, and of too many things which were not. I have 
** not particularly taken notice of Ax T1802, becauſe there 
< was no need of it; but whatever is conſiderable in it is an - 
* ſwered in this my defence. And he concludes, page 535. © I 


am reſolved this controverſy ſhall never end in à trial of | 


wit.“ —A — for Sherlack well knew, great 
as his talents were, that Alſap, the, writer of Antiſonzo, ex- 
Sledibim bats] in YO ne re 


7% Ca t "x eee debe bei oy 
* 


= 3 
+. 


met with them ; but Mr 
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explanatory of each other, to read at- the ſame 
time.—Baxter in theſe pieces, he tells me: ſteers 
a middle courſe between the Scylla of Arminius's 
ſyſtem, and the Charybais of Calvin s. When | 
have read them with due attention, I ſhall, with- 
out reſerve, communicate my remarks to you. 

Ohl my dear friend, what need have we for 
prayer to be guided aright amidſt ſo many differ- 
ent opinions, even of great and good men. Ar- 
minius, Calvin, Baxter, all excellent men in their 
way ! yet how divided in their notions !—but 
Jeſus, that eternal ſource of love, will, I would 
charitably hope, bleſs all who fincerely defire to 
magnify his holy name, notwithſtanding their 
different apprehenſions on theſe points. —God, 
of his unerring wiſdom, aſſiſt us in all our deter- 
minations ! God, of his infinite mercy, defend 
us from all error, and grant, that we may be true 
followers of our Lord and r N he is @ light 
to highten the Gentiles, and the glory of Ijrael ! 
What a comfortable conſideration is it that 
there is ſuch a light for my dear friend, and 


for 
His moſt N. 28 T. 175 and moſt 2 N 
gs —— band b 
L ET T ER cxciy. - 
My dear Friend, —_—_  Wednefe Morn. | 
TT Thank you, for reczembering me. before the tk 
1 throne of grace. Let your prayers be for a1 


my chearful — to the divine good plea- 
ſave, and for clear manifeſtations to me of Jeſus 
Chriſt. My life has long been a burden to my- 
. and is now. become unprofitable to others. 


— Y our 


Let. 195; LET T E R 8. 395 
our intention to viſit me is kind; but I am 
not fit for company, unable either to carry on 
or reliſh converſation ; beſt when alone; there 
fore don't give yourſelf the trouble of coming 
ten miles. —1 
to your tranſlation of Zimmermannu. De emi+- 
nentia cognittonts Chriſti, I will, if my languid 
ſpirits can bear the taſk, carefully Ki 2+ hk 
which 1 have never been able to do fince I faw 
ou in London. I lent it to Mr . When he 
has done with it, deſire him to convey it to me 
you ſhall then have (if the Lord will) the reſult 
of my rene wed peruſal of that piece, which I 
formerly was ſo deſirous of having tranſlated by 
you.” May the Lord of all power make you 


ſtrong to labour in his ſacred ſervice, and crown 


your labours with abundant ſucceſs. 
l am your truly- affectionate brother in Chriſt. 


E. „ 
My dear Friend, | Saturday Morn. . 
Have no heart to take any medicines; All 
but Chriſt is to me unprofitable ; bleſſed 
be God for pardon and ſalvation through his 
rrp" Let me preſcribe this cordial for my dear 
nend. ' | HE” ww, + 
May your health be renewed as the cagle's, 
u mine has long been fading as a leaf! 


fred Mr Moſes Browne te tranſlate it from che Latin, and pro- 
miſed to write an introduction to it, which he never lived to 


penſations 


* 


accept the will for the deed.—As 


and may we both from our hearts adore the dif- 
* This was a favourite book of Me Hervey's—and be K. 
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penſations of our God and Saviour, which, tho 
to coward very” different, are N all reſpefit very 
,# 

Wa wire: takings tea ae ; and I heard 

one of, the company ſay, to hom you had given 
Biſbop 7 wor on the ſacrament This i is Dr. $**'s 
t Oh! that God may give him to eat the 
ſh, an drink the blood of Chriſt 1: and to 
live by faith on the unſearchable riches of a Re- 
deerner/—;1 hen we ſhall, ere long, eat bread and 
rn I PT in thee kingdom of our 

P [1 517 3 

T bebe abt yer wrote ig Biddgferd; bur the af- 
fair you, defired me to Inquire about, ſhall not 

be forgot when, I next write thither.—Can you 
excuſe m dilatory Progeeding ? Buſineſs, to 
my lang wid ſpirits, is like the ſons of Anat * 


to he Ieachivſh, ſpies, dos ſordigding and ſo for- 


e 3 
The "reafons you gel, $y ak; 1 
really know not how t ck. — May the unerring 
od youchfafe. to guide e 4 poor ſinner.— Now, 
Where is my faith in that divine promiſe, In al 
thy 17 _ acknowledge him and be. ſhall direct thy 
paths ?-*Tis. ſcarcely. c much as à grain of the 
19 Fl . blefled,, eſus, increaſeit in us both. 
'as i, ormerly did, commit your 
Wa e d, and beſecch him to bring 
it 8 ö 7% My dear friend, let us look mote 
unto God; ;.for we have a Friend in the caurt of 
heaven : we. have. an Adyocate with the F rope 
Jeſus Chrift the righteous. 


« &-Ttbns tb Ever, and ry, 1 Ge. | 
1 E T- 


| fön en xiit- 28. 
87 1 1 
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Mues Mr en Heſton Favell, Jan. 3. 175 KY 3 
Received your-welcome valuable lettetei in due | 
time; but. almoſtas ſoon as I recelyed it, I | | 

was ſcized wich a violent ilineſs; ſo e 5 | 

the current report was, Hervey. is 
to death I certainly. was x and hes 
knows, am, according to human Roe not 
far *: from it even: now: but pra ſet me, if I 

lire, expect the continuatioh of ydür rcmarkb 
Your letters are ſuch as I Would g 3 05 to read, 

even in my laſt moments. 1 Dang 
I wiſh you many a happy new, 7 dn eatth, k 

and at the laft — de yo 1 2 the * 
eruſalem, —where the voice 8 

: 3 heard. We 

Weak Lam, 1 weak, ad much 5d FOR 

der inſomuch that I have not been able tos 

chuteh, evet ſince Chriſtmas. ''But'your wr —— 
refreſ and delight, inſtead of fa top — { REM 

Your fourth-paragraph has moſt exit ted wer | 

difference, which ſubſiſts ben e e 

Aſpaſio, relating to faith. The forbearance. a 

candour, with which you treat this” 7578 

does not give up a jot or tittle of ybür | 

nion, yet it tends very much to ere fo avour 
and eſteem in its behalf. v9 of " 
LFour jan is; very. grand and "Joe (ikke; 1 
low ſuch ſtrokes of imagination, they keep at- 
fe awake, and i _ 150 to os Wich 
rofit.— Aſpaſio 18 doubly o ur 
fortieely 4 a, AW 155 r debug by 


[ * Mr Hervey died the Dpember following. 
A 24 :W work. 


— ©" Jas ” „ 1 87 1 | AS 


er oo. a TM 


„ 


_ think he charges me juſtly, or I have expreſſe 


of Dr Watts's Rum and re 
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work.—You obſerve, my enemy is yours. He has 
attacked your generous vindication. In reply to 
this attack, you have ſpoke my very ſentiments *. 
Mr Weſley, you will find, is angry with me, 
on the oppoſite - ſcore, for ſpeaking too much, 
and, as he thinks, too openly on the | fide of e- 
lection and particular redemption. Pray favour 
me with your free opinion, and where- ever you 
ed 


myſelf im y, ſpare not to ſpeak the naked 
trath..-He has lately publiſhed” a large book, 
price fix' ſhillings ſtitched, on the decrine of o- 
rigmal fin ; great part of which is an abridgment 

covery 3 and of another 
treatiſe, wrote by Mr Helden. In this he takes 
oceaſion to quote two or three paſſages from The- 
ron and Aſpaſis, one from Vol. II. page 17a. which 
he thus introduces: Toexplain this a little far- 
« ther in Mr Hervey's words, By fœderal head 
« I mean, what the apoſtle teaches, Sc. That 
« as Adam was the firſt general repreſentative (of 
* this kind, ſays Aſpaſio, but Mr *** makes him 
« fay) of — Chriſt was, GS. Far from 
« reſting upon a ſingle text, c. he goes 


on to 


the bottom of the page, then tarns back to the 


upper part, repreſents me as forming a concluſion 
in 3 * All theſe expreſſions demon- 


« ſtrate, that Adam (as well as Chriſt) was a re- 
« preſentative of all mankind; and that what he 
« did in this capacity, did not terminate in him- 
« ſelf, but affected all whom he repreſented.” — 
„This refers to the remarks (made by this gendemsn to 
whom Mr Hervey here writes) on the Scotch author [Mr £ande- 
man}, who wrote the | Theron and Aſpaſio. This 
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This is a very injurious repreſentation. One ſen- 
tence is a palpable miſquotation . Would it be 
proper to take any notice of it ? I am ſometimes 
apprehenſive, that he would draw me into a diſ- 
pute about particular redemption. I know he 
can ſay ſtartling and horrid things on this ſubject 
and this, perhaps, might be the moſt effectual 
method to prejudice people againſt my principal 
point.—I am, dear Sir, with much gratitude and 
true affection, | 502 . D190. 1,510.8 Hager rid hel 
319 2d 4 tte ee eme 
DDr 


—— 
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My dear Friend, Weflon-Favell, June 23. 1968. 
Little thought, when I put Mr Weſky's\ma- 
nuſcript into your hand, that I ſhould fee it 
in print ſo ſoon. I took very little notice of it, 
let it lie by me ſeveral months, without gi- 
ving it an attentive conſideration. . It ſeemed to 
me ſo palpably weak, dealing only in | poſitive 
aſſertions and poſitive denials, that I could not i- 
magine he would adveoture it into the world, 
without very great alterations. _ But it is now 
come abroad, juſt as you received. it, i à two 
ſhillings pamphlet, entitled, A preſervative from un- 
ſettled notions in religion. Of this pamphlet what 
he has wrote e gar] makes only a ſmall part. 
Now then the queſtion. is, Whether I ſhall at- 
tempt to anſwer it? Give me your opinion, as 
= have given me your aſliſtance, — may the 


9 
+ 
1 


ather of mercies give you an increaſe of Know- 
ledge and utterance, of peace and joy in the Holy 
Choſt.—III I have been, and ill I am; torm almoſt a 


dee Aſpaſio vindicated, vol. iv, p. 269, 70. 


| gratirude, and ſincerè 
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to pieces by a cough in the night, which admits 
of no temedy; whatever is taken to aſſuage, ex- 

aſpetates it. Of all men living, that are not ab- 
ſdlutely confined, ſurely I am 2 weakeſt; If 
by Nb weakneſs, the — Jeſus will vouchſafe 
to gloriſy his name, how tranſparent, how efful- 
gent will be the glory of his power ] have not 
ſeen Mr PVA this many a day, no, nor this many 
2, month ; how I fear, leſt the world has begui- 
led him! Bleſſed be the Lord, for ſetting our af- 
fections on a happier, ſtate ;- bleſſed be his grace, 
for giving us ſome, knowledge.of Jeſus, as. the 
way to immortal mankhons.:;' There ve. may be 
citizens, here only goa, rel 
on, ns Mis . « _ 


SES th Fieds bi vor n eim he. 4 
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LETTERS oxevin.. 


- ""Weftan-Favell, "Feb; 23. 1068 
1 Received the favour of your letter, and 0 
no ſmall pleaſure. in peruſing its contents. It 
ve me a ſingular ſatisfaction, to ſee a lady of 
uch fine ſenſe, and in the very bloom of life, + 
1 gf the things. which: belong to her eternal 
May this happy diſpofition increaſe with 
your Fut Hei years | and it will be the greateſt 
* that you can Soy, or your corre ponen 

wi 

If my writings have. afforded you ng enter- 
tainment, or been: the means of adminiſtering the 


F _ leaſt improvement, I deſire to adore. and blefs the 


all-gracious God. For de, Madam, teaches. o 
profit; 


8 5 
— ® «+ 


EE Ez. * 9 
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good co nes holy — his en benedic= 
tion. 

am pleaſed to find this) among your W va- 
lu ble expreſſions ; I want” to "have: all thoſe 
% hewenly: confolations. — You conſider religion 
in a right view. It is not-a vexatious burthen, 
or an irkſome taſtc; bat it is intended o be 
the comfort of our lives, and the joy of our 
hearts. God is the God of all comfort, Cäriit 
is ſtyled the Comſolation of Iſtael, and the Ho- 


ly Ghoſt is called ce Comforten.— The goſpel 


i the maſt comfortable report imagin 9 it 
is glad tidings, and the joyful found z it aſſates 
os finners, that God has laid all their iniquiries, 
both great and ſmall, on his beloved Son: Tat 
Jeſus Chriſt has brought in a moſt perfect and e- 
verlaſting righteouſneſs, whereby chey may be 
juſtified; and that our firſt; our „our lead- 
* duty is, to believe all this, in our own behalf, 
for our own benefit. . 1 
By the comfort and peace reſulting from theſe 
bleſſings; it would win our hearts to love the 
God, who is ſo immenſely-amiable-end- gricious 
to us; to be ſtydious of doing his pleaſure; who 
has made fuch unſpeakably-rich proviſion for our 
happineſs. The apoſtle” prays for his Theſſa-. 
hnian converts, that the Father of . ing 


compaſſions would firſt comfort their hearts am 


then, and thereby, any pov wot in every 
word and work; " > AIR — 

1 T ſhould make no Sue ſe 
br your peruſal, if J had one. But it has plea- 


ed the divine Weidener to viſit me witlfa violent 
Vor. VI. Ns 30. . fever, 


or L ET T E R 8. jor 
ptoſit: his Spirit commands ſucceſs; and all our 


gad Later 
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fever, which has confined me for many weeks. 
I am till the priſoner of this diſeaſe, ſo that I was 
incapable of going abroad on the faſt-day. And 
indeed, if it had been otherwiſe, I ſhould ſcarce- 
ly have been able to gratify my own inclination, 
by complying. with your hints; becauſe I never 
write my ſermons, having accuſtomed myſelf to 
preach without notes; and it was owing to a par- 
ticular incident, that thoſe three diſcourſes which 
T publiſhed, were committed to writing. 

Permit me, Madam, to with, that you may be 
ſtedfaſt and immoveable in your preſent turn of 
mind, which is ſo truly wiſe and noble, that by 
him who fitteth in heaven, and beholds all the 
children of men, it may be ſaid of Miſs , as 
it was formerly ſaid of another excellent perſon; 
. Mary bas nn worch Mal not be 
taken from ber. 

To theſe withes, allow me the additiond plev- 
ſure of heing,—Madarn, 


Your moſt bench 42 


u 001 We ſervant. | 
L 'E T T E R cxclx. 


Dear My e, Maſton-Favell, March 4. 19 68. 
Have a long letter, containing two or three 
1 ſheets, from Mr eſley.—lt. conſiſts. of ani- 
madverſions on my Dialogues and Letters, which 
I ſhould be glad if you wold peruſe, and favour me 
with your opinion. He wrote me one beforc, 
more ſtinging and ſarcaſtic than this. I have taken 
no notice of either, n very 9 to em- 


bars 
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bark in controverſy; but for your judgment on the 
laſt, which is written with candor and temper “, 
I ſhould be much obliged, and have an additional 
reaſon to Toma Sif, N 

"Your affeQionate friend. 


x 0 L 22 
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Madam, Weflon-=Favell, March 11. 1968. 
Am much obliged for your benevolent wiſhes, 
relating to my health. By way of return, 
permit me to wiſh, that your ſoul may Proper, 
may flouriſh, - may bloſſom as a roſe ; that 
may grow 1n grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour nag Chriſt. 

From this paſſage _ obſerve, that the 
way to advance in true hotin $ of heart and life, 
is to advance in the knowledge of Chriſt It is 
for want of knowing Chriſt, that the generality 
of mankind are fo captivated by trifles, and en- 
laved to tranſient gratifications. It is for want 
ef knowing Chriſt more thoroughly, that re 
Chriſtians have ſo little peace and joy, and many 
go mournfully in their way to eternity. 

By his knowledge ſhall my righteous Jervant juſtify 
nany,—By giving them the i of him - 
ſelf, of his divine dignity and ineſtimably-precious 
work ; of that grand price, which he paid for 
the redemption of ſinners, which delivers them 


e. c OO 9 I. 2 WO 


ani 
hich 
r me 
fore, 


aken Mafey's letter, that it was written E either candor h 
p em- W'rnper.—$ee Mr Sn + anſwer to] bo. $ leuter, vol, 
bars PP: 3. W Gee. : Deere 5 


* Mr Hervey was ever willing to ſpealthe bett 66 kideteess” 


aries, But” 1 could not forbear thinking, when, I read Mr — 


' mat away. 


at the-firſt reading, it may at the ſecond, or it 
may at the third. Loud ſay to the reader of 


not. T Go again ſeven times. 1510 1 


©... 
40 
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its chief deficiency, in my opinion, is, that it neg- 


figure throughout the whole piece. All judgment 


— 


from the wrath to come, and entitles them to the 
inheritance rs . and tha all 


The divine power, fays St t Potrs has g wen us all 
things prertatmnig to life and —5 — How ? 
Through the knowledee of him, who has called us to 
glory and virtue; through the knowledge of Chriſt, 
as calling us to the enjoyment of eternal glory, 


which he has procuted for us by his blood; and 


5 thereby moſt en leading and . engaging ws 


o the exerciſe of every virtue. 
I hope Manſball on:Sendiification will be bleſſed 
to your 2 —— II it is not 


this excellent treatiſe, as the: Nee ſaid 
to his ſervant; i o/ went tothe ſea in order to 
make obſervation, but ſound nothing worthy of 


have ſeen Dr Glynn's poem, entit led, The ig 
g judgment. It is not without elegance and 


beauty, but it wants that energy and pathos, 
«which, on ſo grand and intereſting an occaſion, 1 


ſhould alarm, tranſport, and awe our ſouls; but 
-leas to aſcribe proper honour unto. Chriſt, . He 
is indeed very ſlightl / hinted at in one choſen line, 
but he ſhould have made the moſt diſtinguiſhed 


is committed to him. At is Chriſt who will come 
in the clouds of heaven ; we muſt all appear be- 
fore the judgment ſeat of Chriſt. This to ti 
| believer, is a moſt comfortable and delight! 
conkderation ; z * My Redecmer is my Judg 


„ 


* 
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He who died for me paſſes the final ſentence; 
„Look how great is his majeſty and glory! 80 
great is my atonement and propitiation. 
Should 1 ever. come to London, I will be ſure 


to do myſelf the pleaſure of waiting upon Mits ; 


. In the mean time, what the mentions by 
way. of caution; ſhall reed with all punc - 


By I odedicat, humble ſervant... 


f — HEELS MYY «5 1 A FT 4 7 
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. Sr ＋ 82 E R 6a. 
Ma - Wefton-Havell, May 13. Gi it 
Have too W. delayed to acknowledge the tas 

vour ef your laſt. Tus reflection gives me 
uneaſineſo, bat the occaſion gives you an uppor- 
tunity of <xercifing* indulgrnoe. If you pleaſe 
to aſeribe my filence co mueh buſineſs, and little 
bealth, vou cell da fultiee te wy pre 

and to your own. candou rt 


Vou inquire'afzer the beſt week's JOB hu 5 


for the ſucra ment. l cannot ſay that I much ad- 
mire any of thoſe books. They ate, I thinks 
looſe, ramblingy indiſtinct eompanions 4 they 
tend rather to be wilder, thair in form the juag- 
ment. For my on part, Iprefer the Hit lc ac+ 


count of this ordmanee in Me Marſbull du Sentts 


cation, to all thoſe prolit tteatiſes.— It begins 

page 298. of the ſixth edition, to which 1 a 

2 „ re fact GY 9012 5 * 
— wer a collection of ptayers mit- 


45 to "this ſolemnity, or to any other oaiÿ,,j, 


there is none, in my opinion, better than Mr 


N offices of devdtion (which has paſſedithir- 
C 2 Toe teen 


tuaniry: due to a command, ais ela bo v 
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teen editions), 1 ſhould far ſooner chuſe to read 
his two volumes of Meditations, than the new 
Whale duty of man. Jens has written another 
little treatiſe, excellently good, and truly evan- 
gelical; it is entitled Submiſſion to the righteouſneſ; 
of. God. It was one of the firſt books, that gave 
me an inſight into the truth of the goſpel ; or the 
way of ſalvation by the infinitely- glorious obe- 
dience of our Surety, Jeſus Chritt. 87 
The word Amen has two fignifications. It de- 
notes an ardent wiſh, Lord, let it be according 
to my humble petition.-<lt denores like wiſe 3 
firm faith, Lord, I'm perſunded, that thou wilt 
fulfil thy . to grant my petition. ; 
If you love entertainment, my next (ball re- 
commend à book, chat is as entertaining as a 
novel *,or a play, yet edifying as a ſermon.— 
believe, Madam, you would have no reaſon to 
zepent of the purchaſe, if you was to buy Mr 
—_ Human Nature in its faurfold flate ; of 
| ich as I have given a character in the ſecond 
volume of Theron and Aſpofio, I need not ſay an) 
thing more in this plage. 
As God is ſending forth his word and renew- 
ing the face of material nature; ſo may he ſend 
forth his bleſſed Spirit, and reveal Chriſt, and 
renew the (tate of our fouls! Fhis will make vs 
to differ from our former ſelves, as much as the 
preſent blogm-and yerdure of the creation differ 
from the rugged deſolations of the winter, 
- I wich you, Madam, the continual preſence of 
this divine Comforter, and am, 50 
Vour moſt obedient humble ſervant. 
- * The bock here meam is Do For's ä E - 


ts ed. Ati 
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.  Deat Sir,  Weſton-Favell, Aug. 5. 17 58. 
II Erewith I ſend two other ſheets of my in- 


. tended work. Be ſo good as to examine 
them with. rigour, and correct them with free- 


dom. 9 | | 

I am afraid, leſt the weakneſs of the advocate, 
ſhould injure the bleſſed cauſe. I am the more 
ſolicitous, becauſe the unex acceptance of 
my faſt-ſermons will probably open a pretty wide 


door of admiſhon for this piece. Beſides fix 


thouſand printed in London, an edition was print- 
ed in Scotland, which was ſpeedily ſold off; and 
I was deſired, by a ſociety eſtabliſhed for giving 
zway religious books among the poor, to gtant 
them leave to print an impreſſion for this purpoſe. 
In Ireland they have deen printed. Into Dutch 
they are tranſlated; and a letter, received laſt 
week from ſome. pious and ingenious ſtrauger in 
America, informs me, that they havdobeen re- 
printed there, and found; much acceptance; 

this will be a kind of * | | 
this projected piece. Thei:gbod Bord? grang 1 
nay e and write foundiqybres} cdchiihs can- 
not, be reproved My ptayer d at you may 
be of quick underſtandinganthedeas of the Lord, 
always and on all occahions; ad me eſpecially 


when you arc-ſifting andiarlprovingghe writings | 


of, —dear Sin, ing 1 (17 eM a 7 


Your tculyp-atteQionate and 


od LY bane an much obfiged friend. 


e l £35 we 18 


Fr 
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Aladin, 275 ' Wefton-Favel!, Sept. 4. 1758. 
* 0 hook 256 to preſent my very affectionste 


com liments. to your excellent friend Me 


dy," Inform him, that my intended work has 
for a Jong ſeaſon, on account of my great infirmi- 
ties, been like the ſan i in Giboau and like the moon 
in the valley of Hjalon, I ſhall be particularly 
pleaſed and thankful to receive his — on 
that important ſubject, the aſſurance of faith. 
Mine are much the fame as Mr Ebenezer Erjeme's 
in his valuable ſermons, and as Mr Bolton in 
his moſt Jadiciogs-notes on * Morrow of Madern 
D riese 0 | 
70 Madam favour me IT ed 
from M Kenne - fetter; I do affure: you, | 
admire hib writings; they have a beauty which 
is quite natural and artleſs; joined ne A ha 
| which is very affecting and vc ay. oh it 2 
A book has lately appeared, in ewo ſmal 
volumes, entitled, Letters on Theron and. Aal. 


[ Kanto, how Mr 3 ſo bighty and July re 
, miniſter of the "2h in Rotterdam, for: 
erly miniſten at Cavers in Scotland 

11 the laſt letter Mrs C received from Mr Hervey arc 
theſe words: I received yours with good Mr Kennedy's 


letter 1 r ſpeaks the very ſentiments of my 2 2 
4 vn tongue or pen, could expre 
« E * 1 — 1. a ſingle ſentence, 10 * Which 1 fhould 


* make any en pry "With other believers in Jfus Chril, 
« 1 wopld be of obe hegt, hut with Mr | enhedy 1 have 
. *© the. pleaſure to be 20g, mind.—I beg you to preſent my 
r mir; una ae Rey to the. N writer, and dere 
[ 


, him td give us a continuation. of his thovghts.” 


l 
| 
4 
{ 
* 
1 
f 
0 
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1 cannar ſay I would recommend it to your per- 
uſal, but I ſhould be glad, if y you would mention 
it in ſome converſation with _ learned and de- 

vout yiſitants, in order to know their opinion. | 
For my owt part, hardly can tell what Paten 

to form. The author conceals his name , a 
it ſeems di Cult, to diſcover his principles or 
aim. Some. things gia excellent, written. wi 


1 
ſpirit, a and in a ſtrain truly evangelical; in ſome 


5 1 ſtand corrected by him, I kiſs the rod, 

and, far ow. n being difpleaſed; am thankful for 
his ani erſions; though, in ſome” inſtances, 
he has a diſingenuous part ; not conſulting 
the moſt correct edition of my book, not advert- 
ing to my own explanation of my meaning, and 
making me approve the whole of a perſon's 
works +, -where I only commend ſome 1 1 
lar part. But what gives me the greateſt diſgu 

and will, I believe, offend every candid reader, 
is, a bitter vein of contempt and inveCtive againſt 
ſome of the. beſt of men that ever lived. and 
ſome of the beſt authors that ever wrote... I once 
thought, the apoſtle Fames's queſtion implied an 


impoiibility ; but it ſeems to he reduced, to real 


fact by the pen of this critic, and in the Letter: 
on Theron 20 Aſpafio, here the fountain ends 


- +  ® See letter 190 | 
5 Mr Hervey did not think himſelf unde Py abligation 
to defend every particular ſentiment of an muthar, whoſe pg: 


tiſe he 1 approve in general. And here it TE 
io obſerve, that his own canduur, and the 


of others, an him to be more indulgent than NI ought, | 
and to give rather too favourable an opinion, For which Fe 


bee eee W 
volent. 


7 forth 
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5 at the ſame place, in the fame perform- 
5 eee bitter . | 
Ih will not act with Mr Kenedy ac- 
cording to the exact rules of retaliation; but 
though he has been flow to write, you will be 
ie to anſwer, that he may the: more ſpeedily 
81 and "Rae yourſelf, Madam, and 


Tout very humble Jervant. 
STAT 8 7 T7 — 2 — * 
Li FT iT * * cciv. 
e I Fru Night 


Have' fent you | the e letter for your 
inſpection, 2 ſhall make no remarks on it 

Myſelf, left I miſlead your judgment. The gen- 

tleman who wrote it means well, and is deſirous 

of the intereſt of the geſpel in the 
way which apprehends to be tight : but he 
thinks differently from you and me, not only in 
his notions of imputed righteouſneſs, but of o- 
ther evangelical peculiarities,—T have tranſcribed 
his letter, and concealed his name, that you may 
communicate your remarks with more freedom, 
than, perhaps, you would have done, had I not 

taken theſe 3 to W 2 N 
of my correſpondent. | ah 


My dear Friend. ag. ED 
We Lorne s Eſſay 0 on hes Gan 2:19 N 
=! the" the imputed rigb- 


2 


* He, Adicated to 
0 latel put Into my hands Fou know 


that I have an tnconquerable diſlike to men fa- 
: wu = GEL Ve Þ. 122. note. 


| yourite 


a. CG» A ab. 
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vourite expreflion, THE IMPUTED RIGHTEOUS- 


Nrss or CHRIST. I wonld on no account have 
uſed it in any of my own writings ; and I wiſh 
it was univerſally laid aſide, particularly by every 
miniſter in his pulpit ;* becauſe 1-apprehend, the 


notions which the generality of people -conceive 


of the imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt, has done as 


much miſchief, eſpecially amongft the lower ſort, 


to the cauſe of Chriſtianity, as the writings of 
Infidelity have done; a | thoſe of a higher 
rank.—Thjs is my ſettled opinion.—Infidels may 
be, and often have been convinced; but perſons 
of weak minds, habituated to the ſound of the 


IururED RIGHTEOUSNESS. F CHRIST, (a 


ſatisfactory definition of Which very few. can 


ve), are not only ſteeled againſt all conviction. 


t are $00, apt to diſregatd morality ;_ and to 
cenſure and deſpiſe every pteacher and writer, 
who from principle, or any other gauſe, diſap- 
proves. of this SANT TERM. Pardon me, for 
| ceally think it ſo, and therefore cannot call it 


otherwiſe ; yet I own myſelf a great admirer of 


1 eſſay ; 1 think it ch beſt defence of 
the docttine of redemption that I heve ever cen. 
My principal and almoſt only objection is a- 
gainſt the phraſe imputed righteouſneſs: .,. IT appears 


to me quite unſcriptural do ſpeak: of the 16. 


trouſneſs of Chriſt being inputed to u it 18 

liable to great abuſe, and it is not cable ROE 

ſlood — df am I ſatisfied a6 wie ity.nomvuthſtant» 

ing all you" have hid in its defences and all chat 

ſo judicious'ahd e e 
11 


(in his ſertnions on /ahyation by, grace); 
explain it. fall in, however, Vith 


ſentimentz 


ridge, f 
id 4p + 
| 
| 


i 
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ſentiments, though I do not uſe his particular 

phraſes and you will obſerve he himſelf often 
antermixes others to the ſame purpoſe, as page 

22 Saviour's merit. 7 21. vicarious ſut- 

ngs., Acceptance o ofpel, e 2 

— * of; Chi cient an 4 | 

page 29.— Flying to the propitiation of Chriſt, 
page 36. the docttine of | Chriſt's mediation, 

Sc. &e.—By theſe it appears, that it is not the 
ne. but the thing, uſtification by Chriſt a- 

one, on which he- lays the ſtreſs, ſee page 70. 

line 47. and his argument will be equally for- 
cible on any man's prineiples,- who is not a Feci- 
nian. I believe the doctrine, as he has ſtated it, 
page 15. though I ſhould not chuſe to uſe ſome 
of his ren ieee, remark, page 61. line 
18. Gc. is, I chink, very juſt, and confirmed by 
many melancholy facts. — Page 63. 64. 65. is per- 
haps too ſtrong. The ſame may be ſaid of other 
ſyſtems. of mortality: — they who embrace them, 
and live r are end page 6 & line 
2 and 3. 

4 * the Se 1 bert wich. every Chr 
ſian, eſpecially every miniſter in the kingdom, 
would carefully read this very uſeful treatiſe of 
HW itberſpoon's, Ad act accordingly ; andi if I had 
any acquaintance with him, though F any hope- 
leſs of bringing you" over to my ſentiments, | 
would endeavour at leaſt to prevail on Him to ab- 
oliſh the phraſo 1MPU TED//R1GHT EOUSNESS in 
the next edition, —and then his en would be 
ts extenſively uſeful. ' 

am, my dear friend; (corwirhſtanding our 


diferen b in ſome religious Points), pe 
muc 
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much; real eſteem, moſt - afeRtionately and moſt 


ane yours, Ec. Gs, „ en een, 
Ky 1 ei I 18 TY TY 
80 for my correſpondent, hides letter I ſhall 
forbear to anſwer till I heat Jon out ſentiments ; . 
which I ſhall expect by the fit N —1 
am ſure if the phraſe pmputad rig htebiiftreſs was 
not ſtrictly defenſible on ſctiptural — it 
ſhould never more be uſed, either er „ 
DER e oh . uind 

| Dear Sir, a” EF; ld ; GS th ; 


, 1 5 30 


17 & Tons e frien es. 


1 wy 1 424. 1 
ET. me repeat my thanks for the trouble you 
Lö have taken, and for the, aſſiſtance you have 
MFR: me, in relation to my controverſy with Mr 
% He is ſo. unfair in his ſuotations, and ſo 
magiſterial in his manner, t find , it no ſmall 
difkculty, to preſerye the decency. of the gentle 
man, and the meckneſs of the Chriſtian, in my 
intended anſwer : May our divine Maſter aid me 
in both thels, i ade ot elt vot ſaffer n. 
write at all. I 
I have juſt 1 — reading Has. Mi. 13. M 
Www 105 ſeemed difficult to clear; one of the me- 
taphors referting to an animate, the other to an 
inanimate ſtructure; I ſhould{be glad to know, 
how you underſtand, and how you would explain 
the paſſage. Pe „at your leiſure, you will. 
we the whole e hapter 31 add when 1 * ern 
| ' eſcant 
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deſcant upon one; give mean elucidation of twen- 
ty verſes. „ 

I have certainly a very great e for Dr Gill, 
yet I never cduld affent to his notion of eternal 
Juſtification, Iam very much obliged to you for 
pointing out to me the paſſage in Theron and 
, which ſeems to favour, or proceeds upon 
ſuch a tenet 3 ſhall be altered 1 in the next edi- 
tion. 

My 8 roceeding s you will aſcribe to the 
real cauſe, fickneſs ; — you will not deal with 
me according to the law of retaliation, but ac- 
cording to that law of kindneſs, which the grace of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has written upon your heart, 

Indeed, I think your arguments are unanſwer- 
able. If fo, don't you think there are ſome things 
in my third Dialogue exceptionable ? [ _ wiſh 50 
would examine ie bring it to the touchltone "I 


Jour laſtletter, "and where it is wrodg, cofreck it. 


I ſhould like to have Theron obje 1 fomeéthing 
in your way of argumentation, aud Aſpaſo frank - 
ly confefs, that he has overſhot the mark. Such 
an ng ment endears the character of the 
fi ch a circumſtance makes the ſen- 

.. ve on the reader: My 
| Thave oſten thoughi the ſrcond verſe? vale of Plat: 
cxxxi: very difficult,” and hade been at à 605 to 
find — tiety f che cempatiſet Why 
dict 4s a Wenned child? Whe n we 

— — Neis of Weaning children, ig Al- 
ways4 time of diſappointment, often \ of difeaſe. 
At this ſeaſan, they ze partivularly ftowürd and 
peeviſh. The very-reverſe, — ak of that frame 


of —_ ä che umi ſeeins to be Nuſtra- 
og ting. 
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ting . This was the beſt ſolution, hich occurred 
to my thoughts. A child, weaned from his mo- 
ther, is diſquieted and fretful. Such is my na- 
tural, and ſuch would be my habitual temper, was 
[not influenced and calmed by grace; but, through 
dieine grace, my mind is reſigned and quiet as 
the weaned child, when brought back to the mo—ꝛ 
ther, and lulled to reſt UN n on that ſoft and 
warm boſom, where it had ſo often lain, with the 
greateſt delight; but from which it had beep, for 
a ſeaſon, withdrawn.—You ſee, I would tranſlate 
h in pettus five gremium matris fu. But 
whether my tranſlation be warrantable, or my. 
paraphraſe ſuch as ſuits the tenor of the pſalm, 
I ſubmit to your determination. 9917 ated 
Accept my ſincere thanks for your valuable 
correction of a paſſage in my ſermon; ſuch im- 
proving animadverſions will always be more ac- 
ceptable than the inebriating voice of applauſe, — 
far more acceptable to ro £59: 
Tour truly- 


ionate friend. 


_——— 


_ 4 


eee . ee 

My dear Friend, Weſton, Oc. 19. 1758. 
OU ſome time ago ſent me a! poem, with 

1 which 1 was much delighted, notwithſtand- 
ing the uncouth metre and obſolete words; £ 
mean Fleteber's Purple Iſland 
ſubjoined ſeveral other of his poetical pieces; one 
particularly I remember to his brother G. Fletcher, * 
on his poem entitled, Chrift's vidtory in heaven and 
on earth; and his Triumph over, and after. death. 
* The Purple Iſland, or Ile of Man, wrgte by Phineas — BY 


* to which were 


14 1 to mention | Blbteber ts a en 
lately, who has fince lent me this very poem, 
which I longed to ſee, as the title pleaſed me ſo 
much. —He tells me, that Phincar Flatoher was, het 

only an excellent poet himſelf, and the ſon of a 
poet; (namely of Jobm Flecher, a celebrated dra- 
matic writer in the : reigh.of Queen Eliſabeth), but 
brother to two eminent poets, of which this 
G. Fietcher was one, and a young ſtudent at Can. | 

brid bridge, When be wrots this poem. 0 g 

*Þ Sly 25 book ſeller could 55 ned with 
to repriot be Purple Nanu, l * C9; 
Vittory, &c. in one neat. volume —1 believe A 
would ſell, if l teviſed and altered. —It 
grieves me to think theſe pieces "ſhould be loſt to 

. the world, and be for hor buried in obſcurity. 

1 bave folded 00 ſeveral: paſſages. in Corift's 
Vidtory and triumph, for your inſpection ; and if, 
they is meet with your approbation, I hope vou will 
join your, intereſt 5 me in endeavouting to pre- 
ſerve the work from periſhing . The Purple Tad 
is to be ſure a ſuperior poem, and abgunds with 
picture ſque. uſeful, and, ſtriking ſentiments ;. but 
with that you are well Fe as.” | has f fo , 
long been, a fayourite with y MO 
Lam nom ſo very ill, that Ae halt 
live to ſee the * Chriſtos Had 1, 
been in-perfedt health, and diſengaged from other 
employment, I queſtion ghether I ſhould not have 
retouched the poetry, changed :ſeveral of the ob- 
folete words, Muſttated the obſcure, paſſages by 
eccalional notes, and run The riſk of publiſhing 


Mr. r to his oun 
fupppſrion YM e. rh 3147 
1 wy” | the 


1 


oo 
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he whole at my own expence.. To this J ſnould 
have been more particularly inclined, as there are 
ſo few poems of the ſcriptural kind, rote by 
men of genius; though no ſubjects can be equally 
ſublime and inſtructive, or more entertaining ; - 
witnels Milton's Paradiſe Loft and Pope's Meſiah. 
Could not Rivington get {ome one to make theſe 
neceſſary alterations? Or if he does not care o 
engage in it, would not Dodſſey undertake it, Who 
is himſelf a poet, and very capable of abridging 
it in ſome places, enlarging it in others, and tho- 
roughly ce trecting the Whole? DO you know, 
Mr 7% "Warton of Trinity college, Oxford, 
wo tranflated Virgil He is very capable of 


1 doing this; aid as ” he is a clergyman, I thould, 
Je i Imaging he would think his time well employed, 
41 thus conti Ming to our bleſſed Rr 01. 
it ou ” 5 #84 | 
ur Methinks KA ſubſeription to e vie | 
£ able authors; and thus elede them from the pit 
f oblivion; was foperly ſet on foot by ſome ht | 


f eminence,” 3nd the topoſals well drawn ' 
ould met wi due Encouragement, 7 bare 5 
often wondered, that ſuch an attempt pas never". 
jet been made. How, many excellent Books © | 
he laſt 2 75 are no out 51 E, whillt Tack: , 
nate fy elch and, Perhieous? itſugs ae, Mag 
onticually A bude? W 


[ n04s_(peijd almoſt ny Whole time, Im Kedch wht oy 


ppi Over the Bible, Indeed, Ind u 
n t conte, how the. ſprings of life ; ame, A 
claxed and relaxing. What thou 4% oft - % kn = 
an WW for me a pre admonition, as I am 11 

le. enfive of my approaching diſſolution.— My de 
or. VI. No zo. D d _. friead, 


| | * 
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14 happened to mention Pletcher to à gentleman! 
lately, who has fince lent me this very poem, 
which L longed to ſee, as the title pleaſed me ſo 
much. He tells me, that Phincat Fletober was not 
only an excellent poet hitmnſelf, and the ſon of a 
poet; (namely of Jobn Fletcher, a celebrated dra- 
matic writer in the reigh.of Queen Eliſabeth), but 
brother to two l poets, of which chis 
G. EE: was one, and ay young ſtudent at Can. 
ge, when he wrote this poem. 

* 1 book ſeller could be orevalled weich 
to repriot The Purple Nanu, e * CU 
Viflory, &c. in one neat volume .I believe it 
would ſell, if properly | teviſed and altered. At 
| grieves me to think theſe pieces "ſhould be loft o 
7 wed + atid be for 1 5.4 buried in obſcurit 

ve folded down ſeveral paſſages, in TY 


1800 wa triumph, for your inſpection ; and if... | 


chey meet with your approbation, J hope. von wilt | 
join your, intereſt with me in endeavouring to pre- 


ſerve the work from tee Purple Iſland. 
is to be ſure a ſuperior , poem, and abounds with 


picture ſque. uſeful, and ſtriking ſentimepts ; but 
with that you are Well bed, as & has ſo 


long been a fayourite with ou. 


Lam noi ſo very ill. that ſcarce think! bal | 
* Cbrimss Had I. 
been in perfect health, and diſengaged from other 


live to fee the 


employment, I queſtion whether I ſhould not have 
retouched the poetry, changed ſeveral of the ob- 
ſolete words, Det the obſcure; paſſages by 
eccalional notes, and run Ihe riſk of publiſhing 


Mr. Hervey dird on r day, wecording to his oun 
N "rn * * 1 + +14 * 1 „„ with : "44 "og! 


5 l 4 


. 


. 

<4 : . 
4 
& 


, 0 


| 
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he whole at my own expence. To this 1. ſhould | 
have been more particularly inclined, as there are 
ſo few poems of the ſeriptural kind,: wrote by 
men of genius; though no ſubjects can be equally 
ſublime and inftructive, or more entertaining; 
witneſs Milton's Paradiſe Lal and Pope's Maſtab. 
Could not Rivington get {ome one to make theſe 
neceflary alterations? Or if he does not care o 
engage in it, would not Dodſley undertake it, who | 
is himſelf a poet, and very capable of abridging _ 
it in ſome places, (enlarging 1 it in others, and tho- 
roughly ce rrecting the ole ?—Do you know, 
Me Je "Warton of Trinity college, Oxford, 
wao tranflated Virgi! ?—Az is very capable of 
doing this; alid as * is a clergymap, I thould, 
imagine he would think his time wel! employed, 
in thus conttit ins, to our bleſſed n. oy 
nour. ä 
Mietlaks l ſubſeription to deln N- | 
able authors; and thus elede them from the pit 
of oblivion,” was ro, erly ſet on foot by Tome” 2 
of emineries;* 4 the'ptopo gſals Kurden oh It 
would met wi due Encodragement Thare . - 
often wondered; that ſuch an attempt has never. 
yet been made. How, many excellent s 0 
the laſt centyry a are now out of print, _whillt 7 
—_— of uſele(s and. cee e HS, 
continually publiſhed ? iy OE Ls #2 wr — 
I now pk end almoſt my hte t time, | Ine Lo, 
and praying. over the Bible "Indeed, 1 5 92 ” 
can't.co e, how the. fprings of li me a 
relaxed 110 relaxing. W Lis 1 4 ho e 4 
is for me a proper admonition, as I am ſb app 
henſive of my approaching diſſolution.— My dea 
Vor. VI. N? zo. D d triend, 
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F "din, attend to the one thing needſul.— With this 
1 ſend yd my heart; its warineft good wildes, 
. and möſt tender affections; and till it ceaſes to 
beat, Fhall never ceaſe" to pray for r OK; abun- 
rr or to be, my dear vir, 


e ur CY, oY gy d 


20 *. our Sncerey-aſetionare friend, 
X vad dd dQ\ "JaxtF Mx ver. 


*y SIN) 3 118 ed 8 hos I 33 $1947 DILL 


2113 Some of [the paſſages; mentioned in the prece- 
ding letter to have been Oy down th Mr Her- 


vey were as follow. 


I dude n 1. 


In the three Following bb pe 
28 as Jawa of all hox 


Wr > i 


\\ 


"Hh ITT. 


Mao, 
„ but tb _ 

85 Lo death 2 $i bus jriends ? 
bats whe bath not lends l. 
Or 3 himſelf, aid AE ber ORs e 
W tis -N pleaſure®:'cayſe of fair 
, Hi ul Haſſe court ier. Youth or heauty ? l. 
” Entreaty ? ſond.— Nee, ? late and pain. 
Fu recompene ſe ? the world were 40 Foo oft. 

Thy ove? be bath": b ton tr 


» fore? 8 N ies bell ul n 
His jerwants, bi * bis children at 4 » 
He e e r 


f ” — — 4 1 4 12 © Hi 
03.9475 I. * 1 1 4 3612 205% 41g „ 
89 
1 0 f 


1 
av. © D v4 


tf X 


| His life ? ? that Bring 1 hint to bis ond, and Jeaues him. 
ths Tut: vod? 7 gad in-that which fo Aru ves bf 
is 8 


cha aud impoteney in man. 
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18 5111 


His 5 ? that — bum to begin his , 


word? their feet alas / are flow: | 
To — ps 2 , which muſt be helpt to go. 


Honour, great worth ? ab, litt': worth they be 
Unto their owners.—Wit ? that makes him ſee, 


He wanted wit, who thought he had it wanting thee *. 


In another” place We and faith are thus 


. deſcribed LY <2: GD DOT IDO ITS 01 151101 Jalib 


> 
„lol 26 9199 vr 

oh 5 ie. wes x Lo, 

curſed fate, Al 


e e 25 race 7 
And al about, the 1 K * bears I down its 
Sead. 5 & Ua 2 


Her eyes, lr 1 hw d Rf 
pure of + wetting ber 1 , \ 
At which en ſtarted as * 
To „ee fa e dread; © N 
And wil one ber breaſt ſhe mattired, 
Wounding Ber beart the Jame fo martiy ue 2 
The other 4 "fair bell ber by, 


Which ic bat ance li go, ſhe þ funk immediately," 


In another place is ſhewn the ſulciency, of 


8 
Nan Aut 


What bur mam done, that man, ſhall nes am | 
Since God to. bum is Jo near ah 


\or ow e fp ee =» 


. 
A loſt all? be all again ſhall win. N 


IL fin his maſter ? he ſhall maſter ne a 


Chriſt. + 9 t Faith. | Repeatance. 


d 2 MS Tos 
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Tos hardy out. Wirth fin the feld to 490 


The only way to conquer woa 70 
But thus long death hath * a, and RoW Al. s "ef 
gude d Hall 15 | 


Chriſt 10 a path, 7 1. any be miſled ; 
Ie 45 robe, 1 any nakea be 
* any chance to bunger, Be ts Wead 
a . any be a bondman, het free. Lee It 
| any be but weak, how. ftrong it be? 
7⁰ 1. men, he be is ;—to fick men, health; 
Jo blind men, fight ; and tothe needy, wealth ; 


A pleaſure Without h ofs ;—a treaſure without fleatth. 


Deſparr, Preſumption, V. an- glory, &c. &c. are 
perſonified in different parts of the poem; but 
the preceding and following ſtanzas, will be ſuf- 
ficient to give the reader an idea of K and there- 
fore it would be unneceſſary, to quote all the 


paſlages to which Mr Hervey had referred. 


Ere long they came near 10 q baleful bow 11 
Much lite the moui h of that infernal e 
N lich guping flood all comers to devaur, 
Dart, daleſul, dreary, like a greedy grave. 
That ftill for carrion carcafes doth Crave.” 
The ground no verbs but venomous did bear,” 
Ner ra td. frees did" leu, but every where. | 
Dead boner, and ſtull Were. ca, 4 _ hange 


\ were: 3 
W SCARY LAW. 4 . 


Upon'the noofo.t be bi RNS FA 
Mu g bach Joy ul day 701; 3 ber Jad note, 
140 
we hal buen of Beide deerwel. 


9 


CEL ano * hung, and made a direful moan, 


© 1 Sa. a. ct... 
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And through the ſhady air the'fluttdring/ but 
Lid wave, ber leathern ſails, and ôlindiy float:; 
I hile with ber wwings the fatal ſereech-0wl ſc 

Th” wnbleſſed houſe ; there an a 00 fone 


11 \ A 


And all about the murdered ghoſts did W and groan. 


Like cloudy moon Ib ine in eme grobe, WI 


Such was the 5 bt in whic 85 N 
But he himſelf 239 night for darkneſs ſtroue, 

His black uncombed locks a/hevell d fell © 

About his face ; thro” which, as brands of 4 bell. 
Sunk in his full, his | Haring eyes ad 51 AM 


Which-made bim deadly loo: heir 4 45 * 


Lite cockatrices Yes, that ſparks .4 þo jor 4 


F.3 .. 1 CHAS 


Aud ales would 77 705 air, fed 2 Jall 
And ngw be thoug bi 5 e Vnking g was 0 Bell, 


Au then, would. graſp 1 the carts and 2 his 


all _ T=b| voy NN 287 
To him ſeem d hell, 4 „ and then ut aut # would cu: 
And ever as be er bend fquing re 


Left be be uld be by ud, Jrom bo [+908 
And fort'd, alas! in ebains fur even ud ahd. * 


Chriſt s triumph o over death by his ſufferings on | 
the croſs, bn N _ 


eee Jl 


I bere Ex x to ſin ber ſoul did roltiture e _ 
4 tree is now the mſirument of . 


7550 ill that Fa and Chriſt 5 far br Fo mo 
Ad, curſed Bre aud yet ob blaffed 998 0 8 


One — the Harpyes, See Virgil, Da. III. 


Inſulæ nis in magno : quas dra CEL zx0, 
Harpyiægue a Neid u 4 


D d 3 SG 
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That death to him, this life to us doth give; 
Strange is the cure, when things paſt cure rEUIUE, 
And the Phyſician, dies to make bis patient live. 


Chriſt's trionph over” death by his iis a 
the garden 


N fs ir ke fe, N 
o pleaſe anton on an 
ä _— about * catch 105 raving 5% 0 
ung bumnſe if bis bands 
To foe tener fore -— m_y 
Or from Lhe Pike 2 5 rancarous teeth eraze, - 
Making his child the root hlęſi ſerpent chaſe, | 
Or with bis little hands her | elling creft embrace. . 


1 Giri ouſt match e i 
eter gilde 


While dem d in eaſy 

While Clrift alive art ny fo, 2 

„ 2a wy cent eee 0 
No fins be bad,' et all our fins be bare; 119) 
So much dor. Gad for others evils care, 
And yet fo egrolefsmen for their own cuil are.” 


y of Judas is thus a ; 7 


ois Hin 
— P, ſee where Judas wakes, 0 
Where Judas kiſſes him ohm Peter fin; TO oft 
0 kiſs, more deadly than the fling of fuakes ! 

Falſe love more hurtful than true injuries ! 


nel how dear „ e Me . 


a 
Ta 


a 0 
1 ; 


For God bis "may at bis own blood doth | 8 
And man bil Gid tor thirty pence bath. [ by 
So tin for fav en goes, and 1 i 4 51 2 

The { is of Ill. men made — Wa Jet. te 


| 2 * 5 4 2 


p — 
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N. forrow tiow' bangs chiiling on their Bro 
Kae tos N ales e N wat 

No poly their bars bis fler UW sg ts 

Nn their bodies does e 2 111100 
No poverty themſelves and theirs diſgru m >0l3 

No fear of death the joy of - fe e devour 

No unchaſte ſleep ther þ reciqus time de 


9 743 
No , ne fs 10 C nah wait ont # waged, 


YOU? Tank V \ Jad dn N . 
2 *. 
L E 1 ＋ e Ew -OVIE" DOLL O 


Rev. and dvar Sir, Won Fel Now. F. 1% 1 5 0 
In ald be very 1 Tt db Nr in 
you for your late preſentʒ; and Go chm 

obliging thin are pleaſed torfay of me 
my 4 — N valuable r chips 
they will be ſucceſsful advocates ſor the further-\ 
— of the goſpel; and I am very forryto hear by 
jou. as well as from ſeveral other of my ot. 
pondents in Scotland, that che gent \of lets 
ters in that kingdom are deplorahly gone uff 
from the ſimplicity and truth of the ſetiptut: 
and that the Sbcinian tenets are gaininy Nd 
apace.—I could wich. chehinks, at eu ud Kamen We 


| juncture, that Alb! Yop's Anti. Sꝓasd, which made 


N WS IV N * iy Ar e YWW 3d O 
\ rein wah nah kind FOR IQ Wot. 


. Me. Sox a0, * ing Sorin {Pauſftus M andtive of BY. 
enna, whoſe Italian name 1 He wrote 4 © "all | 


bout 1575, entitled De 7e/u. Chrifls Serpatare 
ag age . Fab NN 


5 had given too much ti 833 ＋ F ar — d 
» he was mere man, and had no exiſten 
denied tRat the Holy Ghoſt ay a N . WE leg 
that =o name of * given t6 
% 94 
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its firſt appearance in 167 5, was judiciouſly a- 
(>ridged; and, in the neat Glaſgow type, reprint- 
(105 20 10911 DIAS iin! ' 27 oor 312800 
(10 Hi 115v% 10 25011008 Omron em gts: 
"X | that God the Father had given him a ſovereign power o- 
Ver all his creatures; and that, in conſequence of this privi- h 
lege, men and angels oght to adore him. He denied the te. 5 
demption of Chriit; affirming; that what be did for men, was 4 
ag to give them a patiern ot heroic virtue, and to ſeal his 
- doctrine by his death. He held likewiſe other pernicious and er- 
roncous tencts; which are too tedious here to mention. In the 
reigu of King Charirs Il. thete Secinian tenets were gaining 
ground in #&xgi/epd, when Mr ep, one of the u ntieſt as well 
as one of the beſt of men in that age, wrote this book which 
de cahed An- Sor 0, in oppolition to the fundamental error 
then maintained by ſome eminent divines, and in vindication 
\- of che great truths of the goſpel.— His own words extracted 
tom his preface to that work (which he figned N. N. merely 
to avoid the diſcovery of his true name) are as follow-w. If 
the Secimians oppoſe, every true Chriſtian ſhould defend the 
e goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt 3 for the difpure is not now about 
- «© deecney and order; about fringes and phylacteries; about 
the tithing of mint, aviſe, and cumin ; but about the influence 
of the righteouſneſs of | Chriſt's life, and the facrifice of bis 
death, upon our acceptance with God, about the intertſtof 
the bleſſed Spirit in the glorious work of the new creation; 
whether Chriſt be à proper Prieſt, or not? whether as a 
Prieſt he offered himſelf as a proper ſacrifice to God, or 
„ not? whether God and man are reconciled, and we re- 
* decmed from the curſe of the law by the bloold of Jeſus 
* or not — whether we are juſtified before the juſt and holy 
* God by our own' righteouſacſs, or by the righteouſneſs of 2 
Mediator ad in a word, whether the death of Chritt be 
the proper and immediate cauſe of any one fingle bleſſing, 
great or ſmall, of the covenant of grace ? In which tlc 
* concerus, all the cternal hopes of every Chriſtian are wrapt 
up 1 aud wherein that he may net "miſtake, and fo finally 
% miſcarty; as it is the unfeigned deugn of my writing this 
„ book, ſo it is my earneſt prayer.“ en 
Mr Vincent Mop; und Mr lam Sherlock (afterwards Doc 
tor and Dean of St Paul's), were pupils at ö John's college, 
Cumbriugen under dhe ſame tutor 
But uu Sherlock, in a Socinian book, printed in 1674 
YG 7 6K, improperh 


me 
— 


= . 
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ed in à duodetcimo volume ;—<thou nis almoſt 
pity to abridge' it,” (unleis it was cuted), 
as the whole is ſo intereſting, and might be! con- 
tained in two duodecimo volumes, or gven i in one 
' ctavo volume, if printed at Glaſgow. = lt is, I can 
aſſure you, a very ſmart book, and one of the 
beſt defences of — evangelical doctrines ever 
ſaw, or ever expect to ſee; even if my life, which 
now draws. very near its end, could ite prolonged 
io the next century. In ſhort, I think it an un- 
anſwerable performance and divines of 
denomination would do well, to mike theguſeſyes 


1 nit $6 Bonigttuin 4/1 
| iwpronerty entitled, 4 fy CE * 
Jeſus Chriſt, and aur union and communian aitth. — had in 
drollery uſed ſuch indecent expreſſions as the iz. 
(page 46 of che ſaid book), “ That che zuies „ God * 
_ © hath glutted itſelf with revenge in the death of Chriſt, and 
4 fo henceforward we are ſure he will be very: kind, as à re- 
« vengeful man is when his paſſion is oven Z?, and{in the nexc 
page, expreſſed himſelf, ſtill more indecemtly, by faying, 
| mg « the ſum of which is this, that God is all love and 
« patience, when he has taken his fill of gevenge, orf as o- 
« thers uſed to ſay, the devil is very good when he is pleaſed; 
when Mr A//op read theſe paſſages, he was ſhocked ; aud ſee⸗ 
ing Dr Sherlock had no more xeverence to the ſMajeſty of God, 
no more regard to the authority of ſcriptures, than to ite as 
above, Mr Alſop was determined to attack him, and. to plead 
for Chriſt and his truth here at the footſtool, ho pleads for 
us, according to his truth, at the chrone. Nor was ang man 
better qualified than himſelf, either to give a check to a man 
of Ser debe talents and imperious diſpoſition ; or to the grow 
ing petulaney of the. then daily encroaching —— — 
grave ſubjects; be appeared, as he was, che. 
Mr Alſap, and wrote with.a; becoming Aeriouſr * d | 
Practical godlineſs the ornament, of religions octavo, publiſhed 
in 1696) ; but where wit might properly be ſhewn, he diſ- 
played his to great advantage, as may ſeen in his Anti- 
Sezzo. He — much Er and nn May 1703. 
ir yrrer 4 k tA thoroughly 


———— - 


426 A COLLECTIO NOLeti2o7!) 
thoroughly tnaſters of this e 
ing writer; ag they would be able to defend 
the truth as it is in Jjeſus, n 
opponents, how witty, keen, ſubtle, or malig- 


nant ſoeyer the attack might be. I would the 
fore beg you to recommend this book AS. = 


.- 


fic againſt Sociniani ; an uſe your int to 
have it forthwith reprin at OW, * > Nr Fo 
Glad I am to be informed, that y Þ = 
very zealous fc t the honour and inter 
Lord Jeſus Get What can make. 1 4 1 0 8 
| happy, but his goſpel ?—What is worthy of of our. 
ſedulous application, but bis intereſt. I What 8 
will be a ſubſtantial reward, Mes IR. his ene 
favour, and Joe? de 
2 wy. feduced 1 Tk ate of infant 'wea 15 
| an ven Over A cian. MN ** 
conſolation 3 is to meds Ch riſt—4 be 
hourly repeating thoſe Heat eaft-reviy 
Young in his fourth night. N 19s 50 of Pr, 
Ties, —only THIS ſubdue: th wat Lp 22 | 
And what 3s THLs thrandudrom Cont: 


* 


And at EACH STEP let higher wonder riſe 


1. Pardon for inſinite offetice !—2. and. par 
Through . 21. "its Value in le 3 
3. A pordon bought with r With. Ae 
„ Seni ernie nin Me 
- With blood drome of bim I made my foe! 1: 1A 
. Perfified to:provake . T a000'd arid aw's,"" 
Bleſid, and c ee 


beni d, a flagrant 
$8. A rebel midft the tbunuers of bis thirun {== 

9. Nar 1 atone to. A rebel tintoer fe l- | > 

11. Ay ;ſpectes'up in arm 12. not 1 


52010105 13. Ya 
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13. Yet far the _fawleſt: of. thei foul: he dis — tt! 
15 r F 
As of ou Face were held: of bigheſt rank _ A rt: 


ind Gadbeod dearer,, as more hind to mani , 40 


Theſe amazing 1 y-comfortable lines, c . 
you will teu up in 1 heart; and When 
ou think of them, wil think of, me ; and 1 
1 N dear Sir, pray for me, that I may not dif- 
Ae my minſtry, or diſhonour the 7 ofa! of my 


1 


wes 


1 


aſter in my lat moments, by unbelief b 
provoking unbelief — This probably i the 9 
time you will ever hear Frans me: for indeed 
tis with ſome difficulty 1 have Wrote oof but . 
ſhall not fail to remember you in m intetceffions || 
for my friends at the throne of fiſt; a and 1 
humbly beg of God almighty a the 10 ove of _ 


his Son ma y ſweetly conftrain you ; and 10 bis 
promiſes ey be ever operative on Your! mind.— af 
am, with great gratitude and muck eſteem, [ord 


if wol. cut 


Reverend ond dear Sir, © N 


1 _ n L 


AA  Youralfe&ionate brother i in Chrin. > hab. 
3 "WII e i Led 8 bo 


LAM. LAGS A ah - 


1 E * ccm. HTN 


* 

Dear Sr. N b-— vs 3 Friday I., 123 
OU aſk me what I think of you, in caſe it 

Y ſhould- pleaſe God to take you. out of the 

world, in the d ſtate you hate deſcribed * 

to me.— An anſwer to ſuch 2 ueſtion, is much 

more diffieult than e aware of; and * 
therefore I muſt beg * to decline paſting a 
lentence.— We miniſtors are i teach, Warh, 


* N 1 comfort, 


— * 232 2 
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comfort, and exhort every man, according to 
God's molt; holy word but after death comes 
the judgment on cach of us. For alas ! how little, 
how! very little do we know of one anothet, or 
of ourſelves ? The moſt amazing, perhaps, and 
one of the moſt humbling e too, 
-whach can well be offered to the human mind, is, 
that, though we'cannot form a tolerable judgment 
of any man's real condition, yet God Gat Judge 
.the would the whole world, in equity; not ,{ 
much as one ſingle caſe, bow intricate ſoever it 
may ſeem to us, Will he miſtake—He was, is, and 
ever ſhall be omniſcient and omnipreſent, And 
vet, hort-Gghted creatures as we are, how of- 
ten doe uſurp this prerogative, and preſume 
to judge our fellow-creatures.? A. certain, author, 
whoſe name I forgot, (though 1 tapered n to the 
following effect from, him in one of my old d. 
aries), has obſerved, © that it is iel ble for u 
4, mortals to form an equitable judgment of thi 
e ſtate, of any one individual ; becauſe God alone 
% knows all the ciccumſtances he has been, and 
no is in, —He alone can be the proper judge 
af his abilities aud powers hat opportun: 
ties be had of improving himſelf, and of doing 
; 25 good ; - — What; were the force of his tempt 
tions ;—what difficulties he had. to ſtruggh 
„ with; what portion of divine grace Was gien 
„ar to him What natural underſtanding he had: 
„ —what acquired knowledge. was or "could be 
t obtained by him; and in thort, what the tr 
946 ſtate, of bis caſe Was. Nor will he condem! 
4 any one unjuſtly or arbitrarily.— How comfort 


55 „„ able a is this ! eſpecial iy to one Who 


1220 171 10 js 


1 


«It; 
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S © if « is cruelly perſecuted; or ugjuſtiʒy cenſuted, 
that God ſhall judge the'world' in equity; — 
and yet, what a tremendous thought is it, 
« that every day we live we provoke this Judge 
| « of all men, and increaſe our heap of f. 
which ſwells into ſuch a frightful fize, ſuch a 
« ſtupendous mountain of guilt, as will make 
« us one day ſtand amazed at the of it. 
5 « But what art thou, O thow' great mounitam ? be- 
a fore Zerubbabel thou ſhalt Become. Zech. 
« iv. 7. We have an | Advocate with tb Father, 
« Jeſus Chrift the "Righteous, and be if rbb propi- 
*« tiation for our fins! that I may have a 
« devout and lively faith in him, as it is by. him 


bg « alone my fins in de canbel]ed May the "Try 
L Fi „ f his blood drown” tlſieir clamout We are, 


* moſt juſt God, che children of thy wrath, and 
« he is the Soft of thy love, who died to ſave us, 
I and through whom thou art willing ta receive 
« us. — Vet what a diſtruſtful fainting of mind 
« comes over me, on te temembranee of for- 
« mer trafiſgrefſions,/ which neither a teflection 
on Goll's ineffable goodnels;-nor on the un- 
« bounded value of the ſacriſice of Chriſt; can 


an « effectually relieve ? < Hear me, O Lord God, 
„in chis u) hour of heart felt diſtreſs y nor take 
i thou vengeance of my fins : ſpare thy creaq- 
in 1 ture, O Lord, ſpare him, whom tho haſt re- 
© Wh deer with thy moſt precious bloed let thy 
ter 5 m gary Spirit fit me for merey and uteeptance, 
em and be 101 oh ! be not angry with me for ever.. 
= With this profe-quotatioh, I ſend ydu a copy 


of verſes on the renovation of a ſihner; which 
will perhaps; at this tine, de deitker unuccept- 
able 
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: v. 
% 4 7? . to J 41 k : 


0 17 with Maſibemi 


able nor unſeafonable.—It was wrote by a vey Wl 
particular friend of mine, and is as N as N 
i is inſtructive . ogrer gr A 


> SR \ N tar BY) 

eswe Ag, 2 | $79 4D% 

Ewald —— a, 

W —— 

8 . Would paſt ces trace; Dan! ; 
- Trembling # make tbe black rei, 7 
. admiring too, OY 20 Nady 
ee AYERS. 2169 799 


S a £4 — 
da 172 £ } A 
4 


— 


1127 —— 
00 feet, to erring paths A 


Ir beavnly league agree ; 
Ido would heli ve [NT lips could projf, 
Of — dark and winding _ d 
ied 175 N 95 ever lead to thee? 5 2 — 5 > 
2 oy 4, Af to not 1 
1 chat þ once adu'2 the habe," | 
ec thee their ent fend? light, 
© Theſe bands 4% 2 Mk — 
Ob va away 1 1 
pate, fee, e a0 6 
0 to. neol Sch 167, S - ' nn ut 1 
N be ears, that ar could e Fo | 
© The mung oath, the lufiful train, | 
ben round the fetal board ; 2 | 
Nou deaf to all thi re” 5 5 
. BQU Avoid fhethrong, deteſt the joys , 5 | 
du bong to hear d word.” mY n | 
x . La by Tom V. Flu N 
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In 2£W Na. Ji 3 17 108 Ade 
Te * thou. ſerv'd; in ev wo tua? » cfu 1 9 
83% 2 but tramorm my heart, "1 
That droffy thing refine ; 
That grace might "Mr s firength controul, 
Kona new. re je A N 
Be all, —be ever bine. 


1 tranſcribed: theſe SORT s hope. you 
commit them to your memory; * often re 
them as you ride or walk, till your tongue, _ 
eyes, cars, and very heart, afe W dient to the 
great end of your 12 and that of others. 
—— FE .xert E be of good . clouds 
that darken the face of. Fas will ere lang 
d 1 He that gave blood far you, 6 

uſed not to [re hn en of the 
croſs for you,—he. will: not leave you, nor for- 
| fake you. God, Who is faithful, and juſt, has 
* promiſed to forgive us our fins through the me- 
diation of his Son. —Lord, 1 believe this, help 
thou ae wiſhes and ſo prays 


N N very \ acerely. 

tay Bad - NY” AY — — le 

L E ＋ * E R W 
Dear Sir, aon Ravel, Monday i 

I Am much obliged. tp you for the loan. of Dr 

Squire's Inquiry into te foundation F ther Eng- 

ib conſtitutian. The performance ſeems. to be 

curious, uſeful, and intereſting Hut how inter- 

eſting ſoever the ſubject. may be ta othets, it can 
be very little ſo now to me ; as my indiſpoſition 
is daily ene and, muſt, in all human prov 
bability, foon put an end to my being. 
In 
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In ſpite of the ſarcaſtical reflections you ſay 
are thrown upon me, I muſt recommend to 
every one Marſball on Sanfification, and Tenks's 
Submiſſion to the righteouſneſs of God. Theſe are 
with me the two fundamental books: — theſe 
teach vital religion. Do they, who would decry 
faith, and extol their "A works, diſtinguiſh 
themſelves by the practice of them? If not, I 
maſt beg leave to fay, they are ſelf-condemned. 
—Oaly obſerve for the next month (by their fruits 

will know them) the conduct of thoſe, who 
are ſuch loud adyocates for the merit, the dignity 
of man, and the freedom of his action; and of 
thoſe who rely on the active and paſſive obedience 
of Chriſt. And then tell me ingenuouſly, which 
are” le that pay the teſt reverence to 
the We Goff 4 in 4 to the fourth 
commandment? — Inquire which of them uſe 
family-prayer?—whoſe converſation 1s moſt edify- 
ing? which of them viſit and travel on Sundays ? 
and Which of them paſs that holy day as becomes 
thoſe who have named the name of Chriſt ? I will 
be bold to fay, that, on an impartial examination, 
the majority will be found on the ſide of - thoſe, 
who embrace the doctrine of the imputation of 
_ Chriſt's righteouſneſs ; ; and who expect ſalvation 
by him alone, and not by deeds which they have 
dong;—Yet I ſhauld wonder how men of difcerns 
t (men Who, one would think, ſhould be 
daily ſenſible of their innumerable failings) could 
poſtibly eſpouſe the oppoſite doctrines, had 1 not 
to many melancholy fs to the contrary.— 
You may ſafely confide in this doctrine; for this, 
* Sir, is not to be conlidered'as We perticulat 


opinion 


1 


— 0 
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opinion of Jamer Herve bat it is the general o- 
pinion of our exemplary! reformers ; tis the doc 
trine of aur articles and our homilies. . Will you. .. 
ſay, that our modern moral Chriſtians, if I may 
ſo call them, are to be ſet in Meat obeys. us 
men like theſe ? I appeal to facts. Mark the ef- 
fect of preaching mere mor ality, and of preach- 
ing the grace of Chriſt. But ſo 1 der 
vil is ſuffrred tu deceive the nations, and ſo long 
as the heart is unconvinced of ſin, e may aſſure 
ourſelves, the doctrines of juſtification, by Chriſt's 
 righteouſnets, and ſaluation by free. grace, will - 
meet with oppoſition. Therefore St. Haul ex horts 
notiy N 76 da e Th, e, to fight. 
he good fight g fattli; it is an addreſs ta com- 
batant, and-fuppoles a conflict; a noble. conflict, 
10 the fine — wy the. OT ONS lau- 
guage; im ting * is * 1. gical.;.. . 
Us —— aſhamed of the cauſe. men 5 
My cough is very trouble lame] aan get little 
 reſt——medicives yield nd relief ut my neyer-. 
failing cordial is che love of Chriſt. 


e ion bears m JPiHts up, 1811 * 01 510 wi 
\ 4 fait bw and uncbunging G 22 
0 1 1 = 8 v 
Lays, the foundation far my bop ec. 
"In oaths * ,—in proiiſes A. —un blond f. 
YE 44 s Hymns, book IJ. 4g 
TOMD 10 02.12 was T9Dng I Sorts rb 
Staynoe (ſee G. I zo.) whom you mquite after,. 
was a good man, à tutor at Jrinity - College, *. 
ford, and afterwards Rector of dt Leonard, Faller 
lane; and, in the year: 1704, publiſhed, in. wo. 
volumes octavo, his treatiſe on /a/vation. by Feſus 
. . ws eng- 1 2 Pet. i. 4. | Revs. i. 5. HS, 28265 
©; VI. N 30. E e Chr. 
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Chriſt, Mine is the ſecond edition. Alt is no con- 


temptible book, though the ſtyle is rather too 
| prolix, and he has ſome peculiar notions. —But 

who has ever ſeen a faultleſs book ?—All writers 
have their failings more or leſs.— No mortal is 
exempted from them; not even Homer, Virgil, 
or Milton himſelf.— This ought to teach us can- 
dour and humility in ſuch a ſtate of imperfection; 
and above all it ſhould inſpire us with a reveren- 
tial admiration of the S of God, which alone 


is free from error; by which we are guided into 


all truth ; and in which we are promiſed eternal 
life, procured for us by the righteouſneſs, ſuffer- 
ings, and mediation of .Jeſus Chriſt. 1 wiſh, 
moſt heartily wiſh, you may ſufficiently regard 
this ineſtimable book ; and then you will be like 
the tree planted by the water - ſide, which bring- 
eth forth its fruits in due ſeaſon; and like that 
happy man of whom it is written by the Nan, 


Loot! whatſoever, be doth, it ſhall proſper. + 


I am, my dear friend, 
#36: ' 2 and unalterably yours, 


* Tr 5 


8 James WV. LY. 
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T His Epiſtle was publiſhed by John Meington, Mr 
Hervey's bookſeller, in 1766, and ſold at 6 d. 
The following advertiſement is prefixed to it. 


Ide deſign of this publication, is to acquaint the 
reader with: the late 1 ingenious Mr Hervey's ſentiments 
on the book of 70 and it is given to the community 
in the language with which it was penned, as a ſpeci- 
men of this author's Lain ſtyle: but as it has never 
been corrected, it is preſumed, that the candid reader 
will make proper allowatices for its defects. 
N. B. The original letter ( wit heut the leaſt variation) 
was tranſmitted e the preſs," by the Rev. Mr Robert 
Knight, Rector of Weſton-Fave i Northamptonſhire, 


who married Mr Herv noeſt ſiſter; and it is now 
T 8 * de paſited 
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ted in the hands of Mr Rivington, for the ſatif. 
Faction of ſuch as defire to be aſſured of its authenticity,” 


The trankation of this excellent letter, which now 
makes its firſt appearance in print, was undertaken 
by the printer, at the deſire of ſeveral er 
who conceived that the inſerting the Latin c 
it only in our author's works, — be of no u 0 
the generality of the encouragers of this edition. 
Though the tranſlator does not pretend that the tranſ- 
lation is any way equal to the original, yet he flatters 
himſelf he has given the author's meaning, which may 
be of uſe to \ unlearned. Thoſe who are killed 
in the learned languages will prefer the original, and 

not be diſpleaſed that Mr Hervey is made to 
ſpeak in 1 Engliſh to o he who do not underſtand 
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RREVEREN DO VIA O 


ee THA TEA 


SALUTE. 


- ernis colloquiis exulat, copiam in 8 

725 jamdudum nòſſem, uberrima iſta Romani 15 
loquii penus facile me induceret ut crederem, 

Tien * te potids quam Abingroniæ + habitäſſe. 
uod ad me attinet, quum probe ſciam, quam 
rudis ſim et — in hoc ſcribendi ge- 


T fror i vir ſpectatiſſime, tantam tibi 
linguæ non vernaculæ, quæque y = 


Torr, #341 = 
© Hob Tuſculum, ** [ealics, abi villa Ciceronis. 
+ Avingtonia, unn prope Norchamoniam. 
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nere, paulum abfuit quin ſilentum mihi perpetu- 
um indixiſſem. Per plurimos dies, tenuitatis no- 
ſtræ conſcius, manum de tabula timidam cohibui. 
Verum enimverò pudor reclamavit, animuſque 
ab ingratitudine abhorrens ſtimulos addidit; at- 
que inde fit ut calamus, impar licet et ineptus, 
ad epiſtolare munus jam tandem excitatus eſt. 


Gratias itaque ago, quantas poſſum maximas, 
uod plurima mihi notatu digniſſima de Jobo, 
fobique libro, pro ſingulari tua humanitate atque 
eruditione, ultròꝭ communicaſti.—Verfionem im 
primis ad examen revocas. Nitida ea eſt, ele- 
gantiarum ferax, vimque Hebrzarum vocum, 
ſupra quod ſperari potuit, vix imminutam tradit. 
Addas licet, novam eam eſſe in plurimis, ſed quz 
auctoritatem ſuam ſecum afferat, et legentium 
ſuffragia primo ſtatim ab intuitu adſciſcit. No- 
tas deinde ſagaci percurris oculo. Quas qui legit 
relegitque, haud facile eſt dicere, utrùm plus fit - 
reportaturus utilitatis, ex ampliſſima orientalis 
eruditionis ſegete ; ceu potiùs oblectamenti, à 
dulciſſimo illo criticæ artis flore. Adeò non fri- 
vola ſunt et futilia quæ ubique annotantur, ut 
vocabulorum emphaſin, argumentorum ponder a, 
ſenſuum ſublimitatem, colloquii denique telam 
pulcherrimo ordine deductam, manu limatiſſimà 
admotà colluſtrant. Imò, tanto affuſo lumine 
colluſtrant, ut vel mihi hebetioris ingenii vito 
pateſcant, et patefacta placeant. Quid mujus? 
eum ipſum, puto, commentatorem nactug: eſt 

bus, quem pre omnibus aliis optaſſety ſi ſuper- 
s adhuc inter homines verſaretur. - i 1 
De Jobi ævo, quo vixit, non co 
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doctos, neque opinor conſtabit unquam. Atqui 


veriſimillima videtur quam tu aliique tuentur o- 
s In veſtras partes non invitus tranſeo. ll- 
luſtrem hunc principem non niſi poſt Abraba- 
mum floruiſſe certo certius eſt. Qui enim nomen 
tertæ dedit, quam alter amicorum coluit, Tema- 
nitidi, is inter Eſaui poſteros numeratur. Pro- 
hibet porrd inſigniſſimum iſtud encomium quo co- 
honeſtatur à Spiritu Sancto, ne ſuſpicemur eum 
diebus patriarcharum Iſaaci aut Jacobi vitam tranſ- 
egiſſe. Vix potuit vere dici FRA YWINRY niſi 
6 oſt funera Joſephi. Inter hunc igitur morte ab- 
latum, et Moten ex ephebis exceſſum, amnind 
ſtatuenda videtur ra Jobi- 

De ſcripto ipſo, proflux iſſe inud ab alia quam 
Jobi manu nullus dubito. Is quippe inter Arabas 
nutritus, atque Arabum linguæ aſſuefactus, vix 
tantã fuit Hebraicarum literarum peritia imbutus, 
quanta opus crat ad res tales tali verborum nitore 
et concinnitate conſignandas chartis. Si Moti 
authori librum aſcribere quis maluit, quod Angli- 
cana noſtra in obſervatiunculis ſuis margini affixis 
eflitie innuit, tum demum arbitror ante Iſraelitas 
per deſerta traductos confectum eſſe. Legiſlator. 
— 2 dum tanto agmini ducem ſe re- 
ctoremque præbuit, vix potuit ad hiſtoriam poet: 


cam contexendam animum appellere. 3 


pfterea rerum quotidie agendarum multitudo 
atque onus, ne tale: aliquid moliretyr, - mentem 
fine; dubio abſtraherent. Nulla autem ea, potuit 
nior ele occaſio, quæ illi obtigit, dum 
oaull inten- Midianitas commoratus eſt. Ruſtica- 
batur tune temporis ; ; Otiabatur; omnia habult 
mgghulta, quæ poctz ER ſlimulare atque ac- 


nr cendete 
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cendere ſolent. Huic inſuper ſententiæ adſtipula- 
tur, qudd in eas regiones relegatus, omnia quæ ad 
Jobum, fiuitimæ terræ incolam, pertinerent, e- 
diſcere potuit uberius. Gnaviter quoque pro tali 
conjectura militat frequentior exotici idiomatis 
uſus, phraſiumque varietas Arabicam indolem 
plane redolentium.—Warburtonus noſter omni 
niſu id agit, ut Eſræ, ſcriptorum ſacrorum ultimo, 
theſaurarium hoc theologiz, philoſophiæ, atque 
omnigenæ ferè doctrinæ acceptum referamus.. 
Quz quidem hypotheſis, ſpecioſa licèt, et rationi- 
bus neutiquam contemnendis ſubnixa, fidem apud 
me non obtinet. Signa enim ſunt (ni vanus au- 
guror) et criteria, paſſim per hbrum ſparſa, quæ 
ztatem longè antiquiorem ſubindicant. Ad le- 
gem latam aut res geſtas Iſraelitarum ne alluſum 
eſt, quod mihi videre contigit, uſpiam. Nullibi 
vel mentio fit miraculorum in Agypto' et per 
deſerta editorum. Quæ tantum cuivis poëmati 
conciliarent decus, tantum porrò Judæis ſolamen 
ſuppeditarent, ut à neminè cordato intacta prot- 
sus relinquerentur. — Inter alia que ſcripſiſti 
pulcherrima, 79% 41n&%7eitofit huic hiſtoriæ ad- 
ſtruis. Adeò non eſſe aſſeris, aſſertunique probas, 
fictitium quendam pit ingenii“ lufum, ut omnia 

è contrà reverà agefentur.” Proinde non debete 
aliquem inter legendum putare, fibi ante oculos 
elſe ejuF- ſolius quod fieri potuit ſigmentum, ſed 
genuinam ejus quod fititi nartationem. Mejam 
antea huic opinioni accedentem, fecerunt quas pro 
tuliſti rationes, ut ei arctius adhæreum : Atſi ved 
hiſtoriæ veritatem ſibi vindicet, dramätici tamen 
operis lepores præ ſe fert. Voces ſi ſpectes ora 
natiſſimæ illæ cultiſſimæque, non tam enancaut, 
82 | A 5 quàm 
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quam res conſpiciendas fermè extibent. Senſi- 
bus autem nihil gravius, grandius, ſublimius, 
Deo infpirante dignius, aut humano generi ma- 
gis 'feitu neceſſarium. Characterum intereà di- 
verſitas mira; quodque artis eſt ſummæ, ad vi- 
vum depicti ſinguli, et ſibi invicem undique con- 
ſtantes. — Altera inſaper venuſtatis ſpecie gaudet 
Jobwzis noſtra, quz artificioſis dramaticorum com- 
mentis decori eſt atque ornamento. Non fumum 
ex fulgore, monuit eriticus, ſed ex fumo 
lacem edit. Sermone pedeſtri orditur. Inde pe- 
detentim progreditur ad altiores dicendi modos. 
Et cothurno induto, ſenſibus quoque aſſurgit. 
Rerum major naſcitur ordo. Vehementiores 
congreſſus. Acriora conflictantium certamina. 
Uique dum nihil amplius aut fortius hinc illinc 
dici potuit. Tum demum intervenit moderator. 
Que pravè dicta ſunt utrinque ſubacto penſitat ju- 
dic id, debitaque reprehenſione caſtigat. Summa, 
fi'fieri poteſt, ope nititur, ut fervidos diſputanti- 
um anmos componat, litemque diu agitatam di- 
rimat. Sed fruſtra. Major inceſt nodus, et dif- 
ficilioris longè ſolutionis, quam ut juveni remon- 
ſtranti cedat. Devs, ecce Dr us adeſt ! quid- 
quarnne auguſtius excogitari poffir ? Qui circuitus 
celorum perambulat, in arenam quaſi (conſtet 
ſumma reverentia dicto) deſcendit. Quique aſtra 
r inane volventia librat, 1LLE ISE controverſiæ 
ujus momenta et pondera æquã quaſi bilance 
trutinat. Do autem orante cauſam, ut feroci- 
entes animĩ fubſidont! reniti ceſſant. Manus 
dant. Obmuteſcunt. Jobus ipſe, quem lautiores 
de fua puritate tumidique nimis conceptus, ultra 
quàm par erat, vexerant, erroris convictus, ini- 
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quitatis manifeſtus, pudore ſuffunditur, arma 
projicit, ad pedes infinitæ miſericordiæ venera- 


bundus devolvitur. Noſcit ſeipſum; pœnitenti- 


am agit; cedendo vincit; eumque, ſimul atque 
ſe coram Deo humillime deprimit, calamitatis 


ſortitus eſt exitum, quem nefas eſſet expectare, 
dum inculpatam ſibi integritatem temere nimis 


arrogavit. Omnia ſua, non ita pridem miſerè 
deperdita, cumulatiſſimà manu reponit, au 

ſtabilitque numen propitium. Palme ad irſtar, 
preſſus reſurgit; quumque omnes de felicitate 
ſua conclamatum iri arbitrabantur, tum demum 
rediviva evaſit, multòque, quam olim, lætiùs 


effloruit. Quàm ſubitanea atque inſperata pror- 


sùs cataſtrophe ! quam jucundus malorum finis ! 
quam pulchra coroms toto operi ſuperinducta 


Leviter hæc tetigiſſe ſufficiat. A rebus curioſe . 


ſpeculationis, tuo ductus exemplo, ad utilipra 


longè mentem calamumque verto. Quæ fidem 


vacillantem ſuffulciant, praximque errabundam 


nimis, gubernatoris ſolertis ritu ad clavum aſſi- 


duè ſedentis, corrigant dirigantque, ea nunc con- 


ſideranda occurrunt. Quod prudenter mones, de 
ediſcenda animi fortitudine ex Jobo afflictionum 


agminibus laceſſito, nec tamen fracto aut proſtra- 


to; de petendis inſuper ad patientiam incitamen- 


tis ex Jobo mala acerbiſſima paſſo, atque humili- 


ter ſe et ſummiſse ferendo oneri accingente : id 
avide arripio ; memoria defixum, tene; Deumque: 
—— ut in ima atque intima cordis tranſeat,— . 


obiliſſimum illud quod reſurrectioni * mortuo- 


rum perhibetur teſtimonium, te ed remittente 
neditationes noſtras, libenter adeo · Quumque: - 


aliqui, 


„ Vide Jobi cap: Ala. 25. 
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aliquj, de re Chriſtiana non bene meriti, monu- 


mentum iſtud zre perennius, auro pretioſius 


convetlere ſatagunt, pergratam ſanè operam na- 
vat interpres noſter, dum validiſſimis rationum 


viribus id ſibi ſtabiliendum accipit. Non te latet 
fuiſſe inter eruditos, qui pulcherrimam hanc Jo- 
binæ fidei conſeſſionem aliorſum derorquetre ſtu- 


dent ; et de fortunis ſolummodò redintegratis ut 
intelligatur velint. Quem quidem errorem radi- 


citùs avulſum et funditùs deletum, non ſine gau- 
dio et gratulatione, in lucubrationibus hiſce accu- 


ratiſſimis contemplari datum eſt.— Quod mihi de 


Redemptore n ſuggeris, id prafectò arridet 
magnopere, et toto pectore amplector. Vellem 
de quoeunque ſacrorum voluminum libro dicere, 
quod olim Auguſtinus optine, * Sunt ſeripturæ 
tua deliciæ met.” Nulla eſt inter codices divinos 
ina,” quz non aurifodinis fit preitantior ; nul- 
vel minutiſſima inſpiratæ vcricatis portiuncula, 
quin melle Hyblzo dulcior loage. Quæ autem de 
CurisTo' vaticinantur; CHRIS TUM five ventu- 
rum ſpondent, fave adventum depingunt; CHR. 
s ru, ægris medelam, lugentibus ſolatium, vica- 
riam pto ſontibus victimam, aue, alu, ea 
apud me, inſinitum quantum l palmam preripi- 
unt. Kenident ea margaritaram inſtar hinc inde 
coruſcantium; five, ut cum poëta loquar, velut 
inter ignes luna minores: De his colloquia apud ædes 


privatas, de his pro roſtro conciones, de his denique 


contemplationes domi, foris, inſtituere geſtirem. 
Imò in his totus eſſem, atque immorarer jugiter, 
niG-corruptela;' proh dolor ! naturæ infra obſtaret; 
vagteque ac inſtabiles cogitationes''inentent in. 
contraria identidem deflecterent. Hee * = 
,40I - CICLIE, 
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diciſſe, ſapientia eſt; his fidem adhibuiſſe, ſalus. 
Qui hæc ad unguem callet, bonus evadet theolo- 
gus; quique animo penitius imbibit, Chriſtianus. 


At qud feror? In quæ ſpatia effuſus, trans li- 
mites epiſtolaris commercii excurro ? Reprimo 
me tindem. Unum-duntaxat, pre aliis eximium, 
e verſione anteà laudata, locum ſeligere liceat. 
Ea erit ſcriptiunculæ hujus noſtræ meta, et pa - A 
tientie tus laſſe plus ſatis et defatigatæ levamen. 1 
Verum ibi priſtinumque ſenſum, acerrimo ingeati . Wi 
acumine & tenebris erutum, et non fine ma 
ſane doctrinæ commodo repoſitum, lætus aſpicio. 
Pericopam, ſi vacat, videre eſt cap. iv. 17. Num 1 
mortalis a (non pre, ut noſtra ſe habet hic ſaltem F. 
malefida verſio). numine juſtus erit ? Haud me- 1 
mini legiſſe me, aut narrando aceepiſſe, ab ullo 
unquam ed impudentię deventum iri, ut juſtigrem 
ſe, Deo, perfectionis omnimodæ fonte ac norma, 
venditare auſit. Vix igitur, imò ne vix quidem 
operæ pretium fuiſſet, tanto cum conamine di- 
ctorum et pompa refellere, quod in nullius quot- 
quot ſunt mortalium cogitationes introĩre potuit, 
Neque aliud quam nugatorem agit ſcriptor di- 
vinus, fi fidem redditioni .recepta;habes z ſin vero 
Schultenſii admittas, non item. Exhibet iſta no- 
dum Deo vindice dignum. Exrorem perſttingit 
Jugularque, qua nullus alius exitialior, / quive im- 
portuniùs ſeſe in mentes noſtras ingerit. Speciem 
omnem humani, quod vocatur, meriti tollit, con- 
vellit, conculcat. Neque (init, ut minima vel fan- 
criſſimis hominum, aut ſua jactandi, aut ſe juſtifi- 
candi, anſa fit relicta. Quin omnes omninò, utcun- 
que pietatis puritatiſque encomiis per terras nobili- 
ER 7 tatoe, 
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tatos, coram ſupremo judice reos, «rerwymer: ſiſtit. 
Nullos proinde poſſe a tremendo illo tribunali pœ- 
narum expertes abire, niſi gratuitd iis condonen- 
tur peccata, et Cur1sT1 Mediatoris juſtitia iis in 
ſalutem imputetur. Ecce revera evangelicum 
ante evangelium ! Qui non cutem ſolam œcono- 
miz iſtius ſalutiferæ inveniſſet palpando, fed in 
ipſiſſima viſcera et medullas quodammodo pene- 
trafſe videtur. Felices nos noſtroſque, fi eandem 
fidem medullitus hauſiſſe detur | Amo mehercule 
hominem, qui feliciter commentando hec tam 
luculenta we251ac Jobo, Chriſtianiſmo, nobiſque 
etiam, aut inſcitis Hebraica dictionis aut incuril 
interpretum ablata, inſtauravit demum ac reſti- 
tuit. Te vero impenfius, vir reverende, amo at- 
que colo; dulciſſima cujus amicitia, plus una al- 
teraque vice experimento cognita, fecit, ut am- 
pliſſimam ex ea voluptatis atque emolumenti meſ- 
ſem ſperare, ac mihimet ipſi polliceri audeam. 
Vy vivas, valeaſque, ex animo optat 


Tibi devinctiſſimus, 
Fase Hunvzy. 
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defle potero, id ne dicam ges, ſed ju 
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The Rev. Mx CHARLES THAYER. 


REesPECTED SIR, 


RULY I am furpriſed, that you have fo 

| ready a faculty of expreſſing yourſelf in a 
language which is not your mother- tongue, and 
which is baniſhed from modern converſation. 
Unleſs I had been intimately acquainted with you 
long ago, that fruitful fund of Roman clocution 
would eafily induce. me to believe, that you had 
dwelt at Tuſculum , rather than at Abingdon . 
As to myſelf, well knowin y but rudeneſs and want 
of exerciſe in this kind of writing, I was on the 
—— of impoſing a ++, N filence on myſelf. 

or ſeveral days, ſenſible of my own wr 1” 0 
I with-held my timorous hand from the de 
But indeed ſhame remonſtrated, and a mind ex- 
tremely averſe to ingratitude egged me on; and 
hence it is, that my pen, though unequal aud ill 
fitted for the taſk,” is now at Jaſt excited to give 
you the trouble of a letter. 

I render you my greateſt thanks for your vo- 
luntarily communicating to me, out of your ſin- 
gular humanity and erudition, many remarks 


RR, Tuſculum, a town of Taly, where Cicers's country - houſe 


+ Abingdon, a little town near Narthampton. ; 
| worthy 
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wotthy of the higheſt notice, concerning Job, 
and his book. In the firſt place, you bring the 
verhon to the touchſtone. It is neat, replete 
with elegance, and gives the force of the Hebrew 
phraſes, in'their full ſtrength, beyond any man's 
expectation. Add to this, that though it is new 
in moſt inſtances; yet it is what. carries its au- 
thority in its boſom, and gains the reader's aſſent at 
the very firſt fight. Then yeu run over the notes 
with a ſagacious eye. Which whoever reads and 
reads over again, it is not eaſy to ſay, whether he 
will carry off more profit from that very large crop 
of eaſtern learying, or rather delight from that molt 
agreeable flower of the art of criticiſm, 80 that 
the remarks every where interſperſed are not trifling 
or unimportant, as they, with great ingenuity and 
{kil illuſtrate the emphaſis of the words, the weight 
of the arguments, the ſublimity of the meaning, 
and the thread of the diſcourſe laid out in a molt 


beautiful order. Nay they ſhine with fo glaringa 


= 


light, that the r are clear underſtood even b e 
4 | Im 


a man of a dull apprehen jon, and being. under 


ſtood pleaſe me. In Mort, Job, I fancy, has got 
the very commentator, which he would, haue 


preferred to all others, if he himſelf had been 
now living and converſant among men. 25 . 
As to the ge in which Job live- + the learned 
are not agreed, nor I {uppoſe ever Will. 
opinion Which you and others maintain, 


4 ro (99 GTO EE I 
fide: © Nothing 15 more certain, 


friends, the Temanite; inhabited, is reckoned a- 


1 a | mong | 


But that, 
opinion which you and others maintain, ſeems ta 
be moſt probable. I willingly 96 over, to, your. 

an that this ik 
luſtrious liero lived after Abraham; For he who; 
gave a name” to the country which one of bis. 
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mong the poſterity of Eſau. Morover, that very, 
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remarkable encomium with which he is honour». 


ed by the Holy Spirit, forbids us to imagine that 
he lived in the days of the patriarchs Iſaac or Ja- 


cob. It could — be tal ſaid, that there was 
none like him in the earth, unleſs he had lived 
after the death of Joſeph. The time of Job ſeems 
therefore to be truly — between the deceaſe of 


Joſeph and the manhood of Moſes. 


As to the writing itſelf, I have no doubt chat 
it proceeded from any other hand than that of 
Job. For he being educated among the Arabs, 
and uſed to their language, he had ſcarce ſo great 
{kill in the Hebrew learning, as was neceſſary for 
conſigning to writing ſuch important matters in 
ſo neat and elegant a ſtyle. If any. chuſe to a- 
ſcribe . the book to Moſes as its author, as gur 
Engliſh edition has intimated in the notes on the 


margin, then I ſuppoſe it was wrote 


before.. 


paſſage of the Iſraelites through the , wilderneſs. 1 
While that celebrated lawgiver was employed as 


the guide and ruler of ſo great a company, he could 


ſcarce apply his mind to write a 


al hilary. 


Beſides, the great number and weight of, the 


matters he' had to do every day, wo 


uld, Wich- 


out doubt, divert his mind from ſo great an 
undertaking. And no time could be more fa- 
vourable to hin: than that which he cojgyed,.. 


while he lived as an exile, among the 


Wau e 


He dwelt in the country at th at time, h 


much leiſure, aud had all conveniencies w 
uſe to ſtimulate and fire the genius of 


575 


1 a poet. 


What further ſtrengthens this opiniog, 45, that 


being baniſhed into thęſe countries, he could 1785 
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full information of every thing relating to job, 
who dwelt in the neighbouring land. The tre- 
guent uſe too of a foreign idiom, and a variety 
of phraſes plainly ſmelling of the Arabian genius, 
plead ſtrongly in behalf of ſuch a conjecture. Our 
countryman Dr Warburton labours hard to prove, 
that we are indebted to Ezra, the laſt of the facred 
Mriters, for this treaſure of divinity, philoſophy, 
and all kind of learning. But this hypotheſig, 
bowever ſpecious, and ſupported by reaſons no- 
3 ue. deſpicable, does not command my aſſent. 
For; unless IL gueſs wrong, there are marks and 
characters ſcattered every where through the book, 
Ahich denote a much more ancient period. Ther 
is no where any alluſion, fo far as I could obſerve, 
to the promulgation of the law or the exploits of 
the Iſtaclites. In no place is there any mention 
of the miracles performed in Egypt or through 
the deſerts... Which would have given ſo great a 
dignity to any poem, ard afforded ſo much com- 
fort to the Jews, that they could never have paſſed 
unnoticed by 22 _ y OTE — 
beautiful things that you have wrote, 
rde getmingneds of this whole hiſtory. Oonfequent- 
y you do not aſſert it to be, and prove what you 
Rave aſſerted, a certain fi titious amuſement of 2 
pious genius, but that on the contrary it was 
ral tranſaction: that therefore no one, in read- 
ing, ongbt to imagine, that he has before his 
eyes a action of what might have been done, but 
x genuine narrative of what 'aRually*happened. 
I was formerly of this opinion, and the Featfons 
vou hase brought forth, make me achere eh 
"cloſely to it.— But although it Clay 1 0 


Fr 


o 


Y 


ALzTTER to Mr Trays. 449 


2 real. hiſtory, it diſplays all. the pleaſant enter- 


tainment of a dramatic performance. If you 
conſider the words, which are moſt and 
ornate, they don't ſo much relate, as exhibit'to 


view the ſeveral tranſactions. And nothing is 


more i more grand, more ſublime, more 
worthy of. an inſpiring God, or more neceſſary 
for mankind to wa Hg Mean time there is a ſur- 
filing diverſity of — and, what is the 
icheſt attainment: of art, they are one 
painted do the life, "and every where couſiſtent 
with one. another. Moreover, our hiſtoryof Job 
is diſtinguiſhed by another ſpecies of elegance, 
which. is a decoration and ornament to tig arti». 
ficial romances of dramatic. writerb. Els dass | 
not bring ſmoke from a flaſh, as a critic has oh- 
ſerved, but light from ſmoke. He 
proſe, and then in a trice he proceeds to che highs 
— ſpeaking; and putting on a buffein, 
riſes up to the ſenſes. A greater order of things 
commences; more vehement conferences: more 
kerce attacks of the diſputants; until nothing 
more; impoctant or more forcible can be fait on 
either fide. Then at laſt a mediator comes in. 
The perverſe ſayings of each party he weighs with 
a delib ment, and chaſtiſes with due re- 
prehenſion. He endeavours with his utmoſtmight, 
if poſlible,. to calm the warm f of the diſ- 
tants, and decide a controver'y at hüs been 
litigated. But in vain. The is 
greater, and of far. harder ſolution, than to yield 
io the remonſtrancet of a; youth. A G 0:0,” he- 
hold a G Can any mort ma- 


e be contrived! He. — _— 


Vor. VI. Ne 30. WD n. 
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of the hedveas, deſcends (let me ſpeak with the 
utmoſt reverence) às it were to the ſatid. And 
he who'bilatices the ſtars" that roll through the 
empty wr, ur HIMSELF s the importance 

rod og vr thi controverſy, as it were in an 
balance. © White'Gop pleads the cauſe, 

hoe s do their fierce ſpirits ſubſide ! 


reſiſt. They give up their wea weapons, 8 
mute. Job himſelf, whom too 1 
s of his on purity had t 
beyond due Hounds, being conviheed of Hi nf 


kalle, and ſetifible of His iniquity; ' is covered with 
(hame; "thiows down his arms, dees 
ping poſture falls; proſtrate at the fert of inſin 
mefeyl He knows — ereey Penities 
5 and us ſoom as he tit 

humbly falls own before Gop, he Obtaing m 
— omen Which he ou hot a 


— ir — mono pro- 


dere, Deity with 4-mott liberal hand "replace, 
— yr — tur his effects Which hal 
— miſerably loſt. Eike the * 


8 
— 1 — — 


Danes 1nd fours och mort 
ptcfitifallythan before. Hou ſud unlook- 
ed for & eataRrophe !- "How Joyful a perid of fi 
diſtreſſes ! How'beautifel «concluſion brought 
the whole Work! eino einde! 
Lerũt ſafficeto have touched theſe things ligh 
ty. Led by your'exampl „Ftutn my mind 
pen frym matters of eur io roo oi Dole 
of greater utility. Thoſe I par ſup 1808 
8 faith, * direct a proc AA 


1 0 
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10 2 wander, tikes Giite ier cee 
ſits at the helm, ate aw to become the 
a pl 8 What you diſereetly 
- learning. fortitude of mind 


nat broken or diſpirized;.asto Etching -incicements 
to patience from this man who lufferadthe moſt 
butter evils, and yet prepared hiafſelf humbly 
nd ſabmiſfively to beat the burdens thatLgrecdily - 
catch at; I hold it fixed in my memory; and. 1 
pray to God, that it max penetrate into the loweſt 
al innermoſt receſſes of my heart. chearfully = 
proceed, upon your. wvemitting my meditations 
thither, to that maſt noble; teſtimony! which is 
given tothe. reſurrection of the. dead. And 
* Some, ok bare emeainſregt well — 


| 8 — 
os 7 8 
nal = ravul - be plac 
to 
be 92202 ation,! 
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book of — volumes, what Auguſtine long 
ago ſaid excellently, **, Thy. writings are my de- 
light.“ There is no page in the divine books 
which is not more hed "nt than mines of gold; 
there is not even the moſt minute portion of in- 
ſpired truth, but is ſweeter than the! ſweeteſt 
oney. But what they propheſy concerning 
Cur 1sT; Whether they promiſe CHR18T to come, 
or deſoribe his advent; CHRIST, medicine for 
the ſick, comfort to monroers, a vicarious ſacti- 
ice for the guilty, a ranſom. for us, giving his life 
for us, theſe. things, how, infinitely great ! uy 
away the prize. Theſe, things ſhine; like ; pag 
" ſparkling on every ſide, or, to ſpeak with the 
pot, as the; moon the leſſer ſtars. Con- 
derning theſe 1 would ib to a bag 8 
An private houſcs, in the pulpit, in my fa 
"ally, and when: abroad. "Nay wo be wholl 
"employed about them, unlcſs the inbred cotrup- 
tion of natute, O grief ] oppoſed,; and 1755 
ing and unſettled thoughts now and then diverted 
my mind to contrary ſubjects. For to lean theſe 
to believe them, is jalyaipn. Hl 
ho underſtands; theſe, things exactly, will be- 
Score agnod divine ; and he Who 7 them i in- 
to his mind, will become a A 
_ 17 Buv: whilther ,am-L,carricd.?. Into what excur 
Mons. tranſparted, do I gun beyond the limits of © 
ry ndence? Lrepreſs my ſeſi at lengib 


21s © ect nope ae from one place at feaſ, 
from the verſion before 


Ang 2 mine, — your — too mud 
tired and wearied out. There with pleaſure 4 L 


ter into the thoughts of no mortals hatſoever. 
Nor does the divine writer act otherwiſe than as a 
trifler, if you believe the received verſion: But if you 
admit that of Schultens, he acts quite the teverſe. 
That vg&ſiof diſcovers à difficulty worthy 
to nura vel. It decyphers and deſtroys an errori than 
3 which there i is none more deſtructide, or that in- 
..linuates' itſelf with 
minds. 5 takes away, it refutes, ittramples ugon 
eve 
a er ſuffer even tlic leaſt handle to he let ta the 
holieſt of men. either to boat of thieit o desds, 
or to Juſtify themſelves“ 
N dignified t 
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hold the true and ancient meaning, by a very 
briſk effort of genius, reſcued from darkneſs, and 
reſtored not without conſiderable advantage to 
ſound doctrine. Vou may ſee the defect, if you 
be at leiſure, chap. ĩv. ver. 7. Shall mortal man 
be juſt before God? nat mote juſt than God , as 
our verſion unfaithful here at leaſt has it I don't 
2 to have read, or to have received hy 
rt, that any one ever arrived to ſuch a pitch 
udence, as to date to boaſt that he was more 

5 yep God, the fountain and rule of all man- 
ner of goodneſs. Hardy therefore nay ſcaregly 
would it have been worth while to confute, with ſo 
great energy and pomp of words, what eould en- 


of a God 


imp 


into our 


ies of what ig called human inerit. Nor 


repreſents all mea, 


the world by:the-þrailes 
and! with- 


f piety and purity,” as whol 


of excule before 9 
that hohe can go wa from that tremendous 
bonal free from puni 
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tri 
nent unleſs their linz are 
ö odt aattis#,vol. I: 
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154 
freely ' forgiven' them, and the 
CanreT<the Mediator be imputed 
their juſtißcation. Behold an evangeliſt 
before the goſpel ! who by feeling found out not 
the ſum only of that — but ſeems in 
a manner to have entered into the very bowels and 
marrow of it. Happy we and our people, if it 
be given —— ald flme f h 8e the 
— Truly] lore the man, who, by ſuch a 
comment, has at laſt renewed and reſtored 
cle dright goſpel-ridings to Job, to Chriſtiani- 
— fo us tog, removing either unſkilfulneſ 
in the Hebrew dictiom, or the carelefineſs of in- 
terpreters. But, Rey. dir, I love and reſpect you 
the more ardentiy, _—_ moſt able bf 1 
thip, which [1H ienced on trial once 
and again; Ide caſed me 10 hope for from ita 
more abundaut Harveſt 2 ng advantage, 
than 1 durſt protniſe my That I = 


and proſper, fl the hearty with of | 1 
Ann d dy 2 For moch obliged, ly p 


40 A * 110 io <4 SJ Cs 3 11 1 


gaiboamdea. 0 you oy ks Wk xt 
0. Talis. . Wh 15 A W - 33433 
el P.=$:318, * recovery of wy" health, ! 
_ = of ay "ſervice" to d nit any buſineſs, | | 
you mould aſk it, ee WK: 
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, 5 feucht Le ow 
laden E. fl the a H R. EE c 
it with pleaſure. 

There are thoſe, I am inf. who blame 


me for commendin . works of others; or, 
Aab is, mpch the Epc hr for commendipg 
em with any ; 4.24 


zeal and 2 


nee 590d, Fommendarien r — — applau 
jt W pet ako artfu Tot rg theſe per 105 
LP, that, Mee * Ph 25 


4 own comp zolitions were concerned 


believe they, Gy they, would forgive Hh this 


wrong . 
Far from obtruding myſelf into the chair of _ 


„ 1 life, vol. I. p. ix. 
13 


Ff 4 Moſes ; 


tidings in the city, and invite = neighbours to 


_—_— — — — 


450, R RF AN E ' 
e ee 155 Bar, from preſuming to dictate, to pre- 


1 * as to direct; — would only i int 
He of he four 9: aus men, at The. entering n 
the 22 Sam Tr ring "Wi hr filver, 101 


ne raiment, is end not forbear: pro- pro- 

ng the news, and communicatihg the ſpoil, 

Ts r fell ow-citizens. , When I find a treaſure, 
br eget ably more precious; when I find a teach 
er of wiſdom, and a guide to glory; why ſhould 
— hold my ? why ſhould” I enjoy theſe be- 
u myſeſf Alone? why ſhould I not, like thoſe 
Bel though. calamitous exiles, tell the glad 


e of the bleſſings Ne: 


Theſe bleffing 15 the diving 4 oodnefs, 
I. have ne 4550 TEN N-K.S's. + > oma 
Which are, Ithink, the moſtdiſtinguithed among 
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an Sr iti pgs £7 Level to An, ordinary 
ei Yiu! M n 4 zd 1 2 oth 100 FORO 
7 Marth. aki 4 3 * 1 2 Kings 10. 9. 
x.5's writings a8 far as 1 am able to collect, arc 
ug marked in this manner *, arc at preſent out of 
1 8 it is to a — Hel they, 12 $08 long continue ſo. 

of prayer aſſerted, guarded fun deen. 
5 DTT third edition. Price T' $14 ; noi ants na 


Mritten to 3 gentleman, of diſtinchon, dy” 
2 To which is added, a third. letter to 
another gen gen in the commiſſion of the peace ; exciting 
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capacity yet of entertain wh r 
taſte. Not void of beauty and delicate e 
eſpecially adapred to enlighten the ae” 
Dir LOVE, bab an. r —— . 3 e 
— offices of . for: famille EY 125 


cular perſons upon moſt. occaοο., Tychres; wwirtecnth vil 
tion, corrected and amendeq . Price 88 r f I 51109 
Every mats ready companion, tw I $.— mY 
have taken che liberty to ſpen my . — 5 8 iR 
Meditat ions, let my . eg pe Dr SToxmovs 


rmitted to ſpeak, the f t per formanaę Ae a 
— * T ouch n not, will 195 ee to the roger, e 12 
done juſtice jon. the ae 6 the Sb>p EME 
STON HOUSE Avis to a patient, Page 61801 i 
econ, | Mi 04440 DOE ; N19 = at. 2 QLDL 
@ Ed Every man's ready 8 o 2 
* flections on ſame ot the moſt important eee 
« with ſuitable 'pray*rs; I W, 
© Ine piece not only on A de e its being ſo . 
« portion to the, variety of excellent we wy! 
«and the rain of II angie live] Keen e uit 
author Was fo 'eminently (L had Mach 10 larly 
©* markalle 2 but alſo, as I hope the example there given, | 
60 „ wicht lead the reader into a method of ing int = 
many paſſages of ſeripture i in ſomething of #7 ee cr; 
uud thus" peruſed, thus improved: th 8 
made doubly profitable. There are likewife N 
veral intereſting conſiderations de en he 
Chriſt. on the ſacrament, on the crutixion = 
and aſcenſion : and to retider-the” whole Ain; 02 
«ſively uſeful, the autor Mas added a mort, " uffeRtinn x row 
« judicious explanation'of *the creed, 72 
« commandments. * 3 40 iN! man n CM nn ERS! 5 
Submifion 6 dene of Spa he enger 
truſting to a better . chan purer b 
defended, im u plain und prabxital e Ne 
twelves. Price 20d. 1601 341 „igHUAn. * Ae "4 5 e 
* Heaven opened, tranſlated from the Latin; 3 
ts, cee Price 18. r It? bar, ſh ve 
2 on the wonderful Cod I dieb 27's 
The glorlous victory of thaſtity{*exemmpliied in- p 
ard conflict, and happy eſcape. Is. 
} to 
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er reſt tho conſtionce, and bete wat — foul 
in in holineſs, and in joy. 
The matbud, in whicty our — y 
to me, peculiarly pleaſing. ' Firſt, he oollects the 
moſt weighty and ſublime truths. He then forms 
them into a cloſt and animated addrefs to the 
— — — 4 all — we ſhort' Woe fervent 
ation to very much heigh- 
tens the * ſolemnity of — 
It 3 18 ſomewhat like- pointing the arrow, not with 
poliſhed ſteel, but wich celeſtial fire. Perhaps, 
the reader will recollect, on this oceaſien, the 
ſtoty of the angel, ap ppearing to Manoab.” When 
the ſaerifice was laid on the rock, and kindled 
into a burnt the ſoraph mingled himſelf 
with the ſacret e 62s alcended to heaven 
M the ſtame . Nodes to YIOIEINGS: 
(0 a eee 2 noble plan 
and a ha in the ſontimants, we 
have the force of perſuaſion, quickened by the 
Flow of *devotion; If, in ſome few Amte ber, 
we meet with an obſolete on or inele 
ſe; methinks it is only like a bair adhering 
a fine ſuit of velvet, or like a mote dropped up- 
e cryſtal I will hates an af- 
ne nf — and generoſny of the 
reader as to ſuppoſe him re. viring an Apology 
fot 6 fall à blemiſh; which, When magnified 
by the ſevervſt cenſure, is ud more the a ſpeci 
when viewed with the allowances of cultdourzgnd 
benevolenee is a mere ce aim 
The ſeveral meditations may be regarded, a 
— — inesteſting 


„ i147 eg. 206. yz 199 17 
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ſubjects af our holy religion; or rather, 381 
judicious abridgment of various execlient ſermons, 
3 almoſt every branch of Chriſtianity... In each 

of which, we have the ſpirit and energy of a c- 
pious diſcout ſe, contracied vit hin the ſmall com» 
paſs of two or three pages. Fot which: reafors 
cannot but apprehend, they may be particulags 

n in * p — 29 as well as in the elo: 


Gon le which — — ticks 
tua] phyſieian, but may be accommodated with 
ſeaſonable and ſuitable relief, from this ample di- 

nſatory of edification, exhortation;*and:evmjars d. 
Here are (if I may L mediemal alluſibn) 
cordials, to chear the drooping i reſtorati ves to 
heal the backſliding a ſtimulatives, to quicken 
the. ſupine ; with lenitives, to eaſe the anguiſh 
of conſeience, and make the bones, iwhich in has 
broken, to rejoice +-+Neither are we elogged wi 
a tedious multiplicity of remedies, in ah calc 
diſtreſs ; nor wearied with ary dem of that 
can be ſaid, upon any point of inquiry, 
contrary, the moſt ſpirited — end 
moſt conſalations, are both ſkilfully ſe- 


lected, and pertinentiy applied: with this, wells 
judged def of nd ,cxtalarating -the 
mind, without um drain the 
W iu 090 Aae ail 


I would ſubmit i ity: with the uumgſt deference; 
* x Cor. iv. 3, ©: i gb, * + Pals. 
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to the conſideration of my in 
zz whether it 28 not be a very 
—— ofitable exerciſe, to purſue the hints, and en- 
e the plan, of theſe compendious treatiſes : 
Ml bony by digeſting them into proper diviſions ; 
andintroducing, under each diviſion, a more full 
and circomiſtantial+difplay of the ſubje 


; we 
5 igbt not yok 8 an RG diſcourſes for 
e pulpit. W 1 perſuade! mylelf, 

t conſiderably plies, our prepiratidns for 
0 publit ſervice; would ſtock our own minds 
with & ſeti ot the maſt important and affecting 
trutlis j and render dur miniſtrations more accept- 
able to others yet in no teſpect diſhonourable to 
ourſelves. A ſucha ian is yery differ- 


ent from a; theft; and. the moſt likely way to 
" commence originals,” is, to work. upon fuch'ex- 
cellent models. 

t. me on 204d. Tit! know one 1, to 

am theſe books habe been highly + bel. 

ad? Pee beneficial; * have very much con- 

tributed to Kalt his apprehenſions of divine grace, 

and to eſtabliſh bis faith in the divine JES US. 

That they way be equally, or rather more abun- 

danfly; betighoial and drlightful to the Public, i 
the wiſh; che hope the prayer of 10 A 
bid eln: diva © 127K 2 JO! * r. IE 5 ce 
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* blaiy/urenictib- 5) Their obliged, - Rent kak * 
e o mie vid 5647 4115+ thuinble: Fora AI 
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His loaded quiver, and big how Full be 
Monarchs; who had been great but for x C 5 
Stateſmnen and heroes, ſons:of- high rengown,41; 
When Io'! in heav'n be ls fd no: 
„ To-morrow's dawn be fome fam d laſt. 
The tidings, to our world offleibus ſent 10 
Through ALBion's ifles'6n wing of Ughtning 


4 en 03 et o—_ 80 dum), 


Im „ her h F bonn . 
2 n cious foi 

Vice ſtalks, EUR 1 7 2 
With all her bold effrontery of Ippk ;. b h — 
But ah! while theſe malignant triumph . a 


Far other boſoms othet feelings know,! :. f 


The müſe in vain conceals Aer weeping che, 5 
And each tear le anſwers:with. a ſigh Lis 
Religion ſtarts, though arm'd with tenfold ſhield, 
And Virtue ſhrinks, though ſhe diſdains to yield - 
—The -arrow-ſpedyfleath took his aim-too well, 


The mitred- . Bua. and Henyax fell , 


* vorweg 
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un p41 etc 
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Ere: Hazvz v's precious duſt is laid; 
ere peaceful reſts his ſacred 4 
Wr Peek f fame and works 
& 8 ſhall ever: 3 | 
SH GK alt Neely” © © e 
"Ard — taſte, ad Rare reign. £?) 
4 heart geen 
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e edge © gn 

Mite titre heal to of Fe 247 
-3} Religiott s meme: + aunt aut 
And tho —— d his 1 

— ores é bean 

Vet oft his —— batmonzons ſtyle 

Would ce n ths gay to BIG beguile: T e 

Each yictue in his boſom found. re . 

With chaſte khumili he 8 op oO 
 Acknowledging his Len 7 1 60 


- /*Gaihft, God, in Ad img HEE ll D 
He check'd each fing eek x x ny ani: 
And un his'Saviotir ttt eb 
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Upon the conſecrated mom A 
GaAs Loxv wis born, 0 
© H#xv oy ſctenely thos'd his eyes, ö 
While angels waft him to the Wies. 4 jA 
Now, lot in eeſtaßy and love. 
He tunes the harp in heav'n above. 
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1289 3 12 n 
deep- 


Oer . gate e- 
2 mae n e ö 


e k —_— 
qd dignity 


gloom, .. png > ©30G Hh 21 11 1 | 
Where Thought's keen — 
tomb, 4 . | 21d ont 911 e 


Where Pleaſute's. gl itt ring dreams 2 

8 4. Nom og os an, 8 thedoul — 
as view 

From the big boſom burſt che bebe rg: er 

Her friend *:now 1c 

i her wild OE and prun her trem- 


| ——— nog —.— nog. 

Whole got Len Pu — * ird, 

Whoſe Enſure chaien'd, nhl ga 

Abaſh'd ſhe ſtood. or bo eſſays ae 

Nor tun d the harp, nor 70850 e 

| ſttaig. T est Hr 18 9112 22043 x 
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When 101 unfoldin —— from the blaze 6f light; 
A form all beauteous flaſh'd upon the fight ! 
The robes of heav'n involv'd his Ab 
And his eyes ſparkled with celeſtial flame! 
High Oer his bro che waving radiance: ., 
An orient crown inclos d his beamy head; _ 
His lip with a def wereilion glow'd, 
And flowers ſpontaneous bloflom'd as he trod. 
"Twas Grnivs :—pauling o'er the ſacred dead, 
His bright eye langüiſh' d and the roſes fled,” 
His moan S oer the echoing - al 
His hedv'niwove' robe hang] don the g 
He ſnateh d the lyre, and pour'd: cee. 
That ſteals the heart, — gn 7 ay 
— ſat liſt ning on her cloud-wrapt 
And white lipp d A iure the burſth Fo, 
On Cares wid — ae 2 
And ſounds melodious thrill d the ee 
O calrd at laſt th Aln 7 prjfs- ng 
Where oft thy genius tow'r'd with wing! 
Place d — caresajyexulting” with controul 
Bleſtd with the joys that fred a, kindling wal! 
"Though ſmiies no more the Weine; 
* rove hs or pmans reg iaur'd frenes © © 
from all thy boundleſs" hope de- 


r 25 vw 2351 6: FS 2% 


When lite's der full ſummer cheers 'thy'Tipen pening 

mind: D 22913871 - 525% 42 Mat ur) bf 

- Vet anambibe plidatce Mn Geis, * 
Thy r dhe mourn! 
2 ſtt an; 1 IN vet SHY FEC 151-8 

Since loſt'each nobler plan thy ſou} hid wrought, 

* er, . 
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Fledithe bright noon thy burſting blaze had giv'n, 
And mute the voice that rapt the foul to Hheavn. 
9 7 Birow'd oe thy page what beauteous: traits 
C+{l at; > Wir at's 4394 PEA 
What m muſic ſteals the liſt' ning ear! 
W power the Uving picture caught, 
'Twas T whoſe Seel ting d the glowinz-draught: 
Through/Death' 's black Soon; 9 thy da- 
Bious Way. ae fy LY bhi 
That kindred gloom where Fancy: Joyesto ſtray. ! 
Then led thee, circled with the laughing hours; 
Whete ſports young Zephyr orthewalteof bbw. e 
With richer licokes the warm deſcription'wrought, 
And e all dhe ſprings of 
, t; 4 v4 1 — _ 4 
Mine was <5 on Night's dim curtain throw, 
And mine the glaſs Aa age Creation ſhone; 
Mine abe held wing chat ſhot where-tempeſts fie 
And mine the fligtrt that recelrd-theRirry Kies. 
He ceas'd, for ſudden on the wont'rin 
From litavin's broad concave burſt therepid bee 
At.oace 1 0 ne on hi 
An angel-hape arreſts. che dazzled eye x 
Looſe Gees her kmba the — an nt 
Her. ſpark ling- plalons flam d with beamy gold, 
Her ES hke lis glanc'd. 2a piercing ray, 
And all-th;Ciltunin'd her alvenl'+ with day: 
Near as ſhe came, ſuperior, though reſigu d, 
Her form majeſtid a d the dubious miud; ene E 
Wich heighten'd grace her bloom) fe * 


Free on her robe the N 
ſcents perfume, A 


Her balmy breath a 
And o ee yas pour Lee dle, T5 
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Pale Sorrow bright' ned as RELIGION, came, 
And flow-pac'd Timeſtood trembling at the name; 
Rage dragg d in triumph, ſwell'd her ſolemn train; 
And Death behind her . and 1 er his 
chain. 
She paugd,—and muſs oer at fact fun ral Wer 
Sigh'd CE ſad, and we a tender tear: [ſun, 
Then check d its courſe, and bright'ning 2 the 
She * Ht, tg ficay'n, ſerene,” and thus | 
il, thou eſcap'd to yonder worlds * 
ail, join d to 41 ats that melt in ſtrains of love! 
1 158 tis 15 the bright. transformin; Hi! ! 
Th' exulting ſpi 10 1 irit 2 5 and ſoars away 11 
Looſe 9255 bas! and gain d ch immortal ptize 


It bre of keiv'n ſublime, Rnd walk ou walks et i ie 
But late hand) bye beapteous ſcenes Alen, 
And led legs rough life g n Made; 


The vivid Arg a_diſtant/proſpet 15 
The kap dul trembling o er e 


of hog 


Yetthes | phat tranf] . Tho thy hoe 
F . e A it cet! 
"How 


touch ng lawin Ho 
ay 1 e 7 e . mig e 
race 1 5 th 1 4H hall in res... J 

e ſl ee . . 4 

tc in ſome ſeꝗueſter q bow'r, 

nh, tl i Fog ht devotes the ria have 
Jars 1 55 has warm'd the breaf, 
hen be PE 0 Quiet lulls its cates, to reſt; 
Then malt 


hand ſuperior power impart, 
2 — STE erſuaſiv e lay {hal melt beg heart - 7 
1 Kb igion e He n: 
Now * reſtip peace.” 8 79! bo benz 
0. 16113 bl ab 21514002 Rn * J. * 
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468 ACHARACTER, &c. 
in the nocturnal {ky ; from theſe he inveſtigates 
the glory and perfections of the creating and ſuſ- 
taining God; and from theſe he enhances 
the wonders of redeeming love. He mounts the 
believer on the ſummit of creation, as upon a 
ſtupendous eminence, to enlarge his proſpect, 
and exalt his conceptions of the majeſty and glo- 
ry of that God, who redeemed his church with his 


own blood. When imaginationitſelf, with all the 


aſſiſtance of ſcience, is loſt in the immenſity and 
awful grandeur of the works of nature; imme- 
diately he contracts the unixetſe into a ſpan, and 
the enormous orbs into fleeting atoms, or the ſmall 
duſt that remains 1n the balance, when the works 
of redemption are brought in view. _ 
Thus, he unites the moſt improved philoſopher 
with, the ſound believer ; and makes reaſon and 
nature ſubſervient to faith and revelation. Whilſt 
he allows reaſon its freeſt inquiry and fulleſt ſcope, 
he gives up with none of the peculiarities of the 
goſpel ; but holds forth with the cleareſt light, 
and in various points of yiew, thoſe truths where- 
in the offence of the crof5 confiſts.” 
May theſe heavenly doctrines, and precious 
truths, which flowed in ſuch cppious, gladdening 
ſtreams, from his lips 'and pen, be tranſmitted 
pure and unadulterated to the lateſt poſterity ; and 
may that divine Spirit, which gave them their pro- 
per energy and influence; upon bis heart, and lic, 
ever accompany them to remoteſt ages. 
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